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PREFACE. 


HE Ir1ap and the OpvssEV exhibit the 

melancholy effects of war: the firſt in 
public and political ſituations ; the latter in do- 
meſtic and familiar occurrences: carnage and 
peſtilence, diſcontents and turbulence, are the ſuf- 
ferings attendant on diſcord in the ILiap ; while 
the ODYSSEY relates the diſtreſſes of an indivi- 
dual, and the wrongs ſuſtained by that family, 
whole protector is abſent in a military expedi- 
tion. The immortal bard, inſpired with deſire 
of contributing to baniſh contention, engages 
the charms of poetry, the force of language, 
and the effect of inſtance, in demonſtrating its 
injury, as well to the victor as to the vanquiſhed. 
A ſimilar principle accompanies the illuſtrious 
author of TELEMACHUS in the conduct of his 
poem; whole aim is, to ſhew the loſs ſuſtained 
by youth, eſpecially in reſpect to education, when 
deprived of ſuch as are naturally not only its 
guardians, but alſo its teachers and examples : 
tor, thus imperfectly educated appears the cha- 
racter of TELEMACHUs in the opening of the 
poem, and from the methods uſed to complete 
his education ariſes its utility, as furniſhing pre- 
cepts adapted to the conduct of the earlier part 
of life; ſince, however varied by ſtation, or by 
diſpoſition, the general paſſions of youth bear 
cloſe reſemblance : general nature has nearly the 


ſame propenſities, and nearly the ſame mode of 
ſhewing thoſe propenſities. 
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If we ſuppoſe a young mind ever ſo well in- 
clined, furniſhed with the ſeeds of every virtue, 
yet will thoſe good inclinations be counterba- 
lanced by ſome kind of evil inclinations, and the 
ſeeds of virtues be mingled with ſeeds of ſome 
kind of vices. The office of education is, to 
advance and mature whatever 1s laudable and ex- 
cellent, to correct and eradicate whatever is li- 
centious and depraved. No method bids fairer 
to accomplith this than inſtruction by example : 
by exhibiting an inſtance of the progreſs and 
ſucceſs of ſuch endeavours, by marking the ob- 
ſtacles to their completion, the interruptions, the 
repulſes to be expected, and, if expected, to be 
provided againſt, by ſhewing where hope may 
molt affectionately enjoy a promiſing appearance, 
or where fear muſt moſt ſedulouſly watch with 
anxious eye, leſt by ſome unhappy reverſe the 
whole undertaking be fruſtrated. 

It has often occurred to me, that becauſe TE.“ 
LEMACHUS 1s repreſented as of exalted rank 
(and very properly when we confider this work 
as written for the inſtruction of a prince) the 
application of the maxims whereby he is direct- 
ed, is ſuppoſed to leſſen in force when applied to 
youth of lower ſtations: but this inference is 
certainly unjuſt, I might ſay abſurd ;* ſince, 
though the conſequences of - evil habits may not 
be ſo extenſive in private life, as when indulged 
by thoſe elevated among mankind, yet to the 
individual himſelf they are equally pungent, and 
to thoſe intimately connected with him equally 
baneful ; perhaps more ſo, as perſons in private 
life are more cloſely inſpected by thote around 
them, and their example, ſeen in its various 
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branches, and full vigour, diffuſes all its influence 
direct; whereas the example of princes has many 
detours and circumvolutions to make ere it be- 
come popular, and is always ſeen at a diſtance, 
and through a medium, which in no inconſider— 
able degree veils it from minute obſervation. 

Is it refining too much to ſay, that the author 
was occaſionally prompted to ſuggeſt a remedy 
to diſorders as they aroſe: that, after remarking 
the bias of his pupil to this or to that perverſe— 
neſs, his thoughts were led to the conſideration 
of what might correct and reſtrain, if not pre- 
vent, the return of ſuch waywardneſs? Did 
ſuch reflection occaſion the rebuke of fondneſs 
for gaudy apparel in the firlt book? or the in- 
ſtance of neceſſity for liberal acquaintance with 
the ſtores of learning to diſſipate the languor of 
ſolitude, as ſhewn in the ſecond book ? and pro- 
bably many others. However this might be, 
we may juſtly ourſelves accept the rebuke, and 
acquieſce in the inſtance: and indeed, perſonal 
application may properly accompany our peruſal 
of the poem, whether for inſtruction or enter- 
tainment we read it. There is ſcarce a diſpoſi- 
tion, or character, which may not benefit by 
ſome or other of the ſcenes deſcribed, or the 
affairs tranſacted; there is ſcarce an offenſive paſ- 
fon which may not be corrected, being ſhewn in 
its extreme, and its conſequences; ſcarcean amiable 
endowment which may not be invigorated, by re- 
flection on its perpetual enjoyments, and its final 
iſſue: an evident and undeniable ſuperiority this, 
over every compoſition of Heathen antiquity ; 
a noble inſtance of the purity and power of 
evangelic principles, even while employing the 
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fictitious perſonages of polytheiſin itſelf. It 
muſt be owned that MiNERvYA, in this poem, 
acts more correctly, and conliſtently, both as a 
divinity, and as an allegorical perſonification of 

iſdom and prudence, than in HouER or 
© ViRG1L does the ſupreme deity itſelf, if ſuch 
be meant by Jove or Jupiter, whoſe ample par- 
ticipation of human paſſions might render the 
ſuppoſition doubtful, and actually does obfcure 
It, 

I place firft the application of the maxims 
and inſtances, with which this work abounds, to 
general and popular uſe, partly, becauſe it is leſs 
inſiſted on than it deſerves, and with a with to 
enforce it ; and partly, becauſe I am well aware 
that of the readers of this book few in propor- 
tion can be princes, or called to thoſe exalted 
and active ſtations in life, to which the royal 
example of TELEMACHVs, or the political pre- 
cepts of MENTOR, may be of immediate ad- 
vantage. It is true, this work is well known to 
princes in general; and this edition, I acknow- 
ledge with gratitude, has the honour of patron- 
age from ſome very noble and dignified per- 
ſonages ; but theſe will not take amiſs that ſtreſs 
ſhould be laid on the general utility of the per- 
formance. | 

It ought not to be paſſed over in ſilence, 
that we have lately ſcen certain of the principles 
aſſerted in TELEMACHUs produce a very fur- 
priſing effect in the revolution in France. One 
would think the author foreſaw ſome ſuch event, 
as it is notorious he has accurately deſcribed the 
previous ſtate of that kingdom in more places 
than one; but in the twenty- ſecond book very 
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remarkably. How far the publication of this 
work, and the general popularity of its ſenti- 
ments, may have contributed, though after a 
long interval, to produce that event, is difficult 
to ſay; but it is not difficult to wiſh that the 
mild, the humane ſpirit of the author had been 
more transfuſed throughout that kingdom, while 
under ſuch circumſtances; and that party zeal, 
on both ſides, had been more attentive to the 
moderating ſentiments of tranquil wiſdom. 
As to the preſent tranſlation, it was begun by 
a literary gentleman of repute, who did not 
live to ſee it completed: being deſired to reviſe 
and finiſh it, I may now almoſt regard it as my 
own, as I have, throughout, taken no {mall pains 
to correct it; in doing which, I have follow- 
ed chiefly one ſimple idea, vis. to avoid, as 
much as might be, redundance of words, Who- 
ever is converſant i in the French language, knows 
that to be the fault of the language itlelf; and 
whoever compares this poem with the works of 
contemporaries, will readily diſcover its author 
has endeavoured to avoid that fault, and has 
ſtudied conciſeneſs and ſimplicity in the ſtructure 
of his phraſes, ſo far as his language permitted 
him. In fact, conciſeneſs and ſimplicity ſeem 
naturally adapted to a didactie poem; and on this 
principle the preſent verſion has been conducted. 
Its ſucceſs muſt be left to the determination of a 
judicious public; to which public many thanks 
are due from the author, and from the pro— 
prietors, for the favour received during publica- 
tion; and the acceptance thcir labours have met 
with. I beg permiſſion alſo, on my own ac- 
count, to acknowledge my obligation to that 
liberality, 
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liberality, from which, on every occaſion, I have 
received the moſt deciſive ſupport. I am un- 
willing to appear too often as a ſolicitor of public 
attention, and therefore take this opportunity of 
hinting, that, after the appearance of a work 
on the ſubject of Antiquity, which is in forward- 
neſs, and for which ſome of the plates are en- 
graved, I have no delign of treſpaſſing turther 
on public indulgence, 


February 1, 1792. 


. L1ST OF PLATES 


Title. The vignette to the title repreſents aſſo relievos 
of UL xssES and TELEMACHvs, copied from the 
antique; they have been publiſhed by Caxini, 
Tcnografia, No. CXII ; but he knew not whom they 
repreſented : fince that they have been confidered 
as ULyssEs and D1oMED ; but certainly erro- 
neouſly : they form the head-piece to WiNnKeL- 
Man's Hiſtory of Art, Book I. chap. 1. and the 
editor, M. HustR, has judiciouſly denominated 
them: they are given alſo in WINKELMAN's Mo- 
num. Ined. No. CLIII. As to ULrYssExs, the cap 
on his head diſtinguiſhes him determinately ; for 
with ſuch a cap he appears in BarToLI Lucerne 
Antiche, Part III. No. 2, alſo in the Liac Table, 
and in other places. In the vaſe of PaiDIAs, in- 
deed, he appears in his military dreſs, and doubt- 
leſs with propriety, as engaged in the ſolemnities of 
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ARGUMENT OF THE FIRST BOOK. 


TELEMACHUS, conducted by MixXERva under the 


figure of MENTOR, after being ſhipwrecked, lands in 
the ian of the goddeſs CALYps0, who flill lamented 
the departure of ULyssEs. The goddeſs gives him a 
favourable reception, becomes enamoured of him, offers 
him immortality, and defires to know his adventures. 
He entertains her with a relation of his voyage to Pylos 
aud Lacedemon ; his ſhipwreck on the coaſt of Sicily; 
the riſque he ran of being ſacrificed to the manes «of 
AXNCHISES ; the affiſtance which MENTOR gave AES“ 
TES during an incurſion of the barbarians ; and the king“ 
gratitude for that ſervice, in beſtowing upon them « 
Tyrian ſhip to return to their country, 
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ALYPSO remained inconſolable far the departure 
of ULyssEs. Thus afflited, ſhe thought her 
miſery augmented in being immortal: her grotto no 
longer reſounded with her ſongs : her attendant nymphs 
feared to ſpeak to her. She wandered ſolitary on the 
flowery turf, with which perpetual ſpring ſurrounded 
her iſland : but theſe charming retreats, far from al- 
ſuaging her griet, recalled the melancholy remem- 
brance of ULyYssts, by whom ſhe had been ſo often 
accompanied in them. Frequently ſhe ſtood motion- 
leſs on the beach of the fea, which ſhe watered with 
her tears; and was inceſſantly turned toward that quar- 
ter, where the veſſel of ULysszs, ploughing the waves, 
had diſappeared from her eyes. Suddenly ſhe perceived 
the broken remains of a veſſel lately wrecked ; ſhattered 
ſeats of rowers, oars {cattered here and there on the 
ſand, a rudder, a maſt, and cordage floating along the 
beach. Then ſhe deſcried at a diſtance two men ; one 
leemingly in years; the other, though young, reſem- 
bling ULxSssEs; poſſeſſing his ſweet and lofty counte- 
nance, united to his majeſtic figure and portly de- 
meanour. The goddeſs immediately diſcovered that 
this was TELEMACHUsS, ſon of that hero; but though 
deities far ſurpaſs mankind in knowledge, ſhe could 
not recogniſe that venerable man by whom TELE“E 
Machs was accompanied. For the ſuperior gods con- 
ceal from the inferior whatever they pleaſe ; and Mi- 
NERVA, who under the form of MENTOR accompanied 
TELEMACHUs, refolved to remain unknown to Ca- 
LYPSO. 

While CALyeso rejoiced at a ſhipwreck which had 
thrown on her iſland the fon of ULyssss, ſo greatly 
the image of his father; advancing toward him with- 
out ſeeming to know who he was, * Whence,” ſaid 
ſhe, “ proceeds your raſhneſs, in landing on my iſland ? 
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Know, young ſtranger, that none enter my empire 
with impunity.” Beneath theſe threatening words ſhe 
endeavoured to conceal the joy of her heart, which, in 
ſpite of her efforts, ſparkled in her eyes. TELEMACnvus 
anſwered her, „O you, whoever you are, mortal or 
goddeſs (though by your appearance we cannot. but 
regard you as a divimty), can you be inſenſible to the 
misfortune of a ſon, who, ſeeking his father, at the 
mercy of winds and waves, has ſeen his veſlel wrecked 
upon your rocks? * Who then is that father you ſeck?“ 
reſumed the goddeſs. His name is UL ss Es,“ ſaid 
TELEMACHUS; © one of thoſe kings who, after ten 
years ſiege, have overthrown the famous city of Troy. 
His name was celebrated throughout Greece and Atia, 
for his valour in battle, and {till more for his wiſdons 
in council: now, roving through the whole extent ot 
ocean, expoled to the moſt dreadful perils, his coun- 
try ſeems to fly before him. His wife PENELOPE, and 
I, who am his ſon, have loſt all hope of ſceing him 
again: I run the ſame dangers as hiinſelf, in order to 
learn where he is: But what do I ſay! Perhaps he is now 
overwhelmed in the profound abyſs! Pity our misfor- 
tunes, O goddeſs! and if you know what the deſtinies 
have accompliſhed, to ſave or to deſtroy ULYssEs, 
vouchſafe to acquaint his fon TELEMAcnvs,” 

CaLyyso aſtoniſhed, and affected, at ſeeing in ſuch 
early youth ſo much wiſdom and eloquence, ſurveyed 
him in filence, as if her eyes could never be ſatisfied. 
At length, TELEMAcnvs,” faid ſhe, „ we will in- 
form you what has happened to your father, but the 
ſtory is long; it is time to refreſh yourſelf after your 
fatigue : come to my habitation, where 1 will receive 
you as my ſon: come, be my comfort in this ſolitude z 
and I will crown you with happincts, provided you are 
wiſe enough to enjoy it.“ 

TELEMACHUS followed the goddeſs, who was ſur- 
rounded by a train of young nymphs, above whom 
ſhe roſe ſuperior by the head, as a lofty foreſt-oak up- 
rears his thick branches above all trees around him. He 
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admired the ſplendor of her beauty, the rich purple of 
her long and flowing robe, her hair tied behind grace- 
fully negligent, the fire that ſparkled in her eyes, 
and the ſweetneſs that tempered their vivacity. MEx- 
rok, with downcaſt eyes, followed TELEMAcHus in 
modeſt ſilence. 

When arrived at the entrance of CALvYsO's grotto, 
TELEMACHUS was ſurpriſed to diſcover, amid the ap- 
pearance of ruſtic ſimplicity, all that could delight the 
eye. True it is, here was ſeen neither gold nor ſilver, 
nor marble ; neither columns, nor pictures, nor ſtatues: 
but the grotto was hollowed in the rock, forming arcades 
encruſted with pebbles and thell-work; and was lined 
with a young luxuriant vine, whole pliant branches 
extended equally on every ſide. Balmy zephyrs here 
preſerved delicious coolneſs, in ſpite of the ſun's 
heat : fountains, ſweetly murmuring as they ran along 
the meadows beſtrewed with amaranths and violets, 
formed in different parts baths, pure and tranſparent 
as cryſtal. Thouſands of ſpringing flowers enamelled 
the green carpet which {nrrounded the grotto. Here 
grew a wood of thoſe ſpreading trees that bear the 
golden apple, whole flower, ſhooting in every ſeaſon, 
diffuſes the ſweeteſt of perfumes. This wood ſeemed 
to crown theſe charming meads, and produced a ſhade 
impenetrable to the rays of the ſun. Here was ever 
heard only the ſong of birds, or the ſound of a rivulet, 
which, ruſhing from the heights of a rock, fell in great 
toaming billows, and eſcaped acroſs the adjacent meas» 
dow. : 

On the declivity of a little hill was the grotto of the 
goddels : from hence was a proſpect of the lea, ſome- 
times clear and ſmooth as glaſs, ſometimes madly 
raging, breaking againſt the rocks with furious din, 
and rolling its mountainous billows. On another fide 
was ſeen a river forming various iſlands, bordered 
with flowering limes, and tall poplars that raifed their 
lofty heads even to the clouds. The different ſtreams 
which formed the iſlands, ſeemed to ſport along the 
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field: ſome rapidly rolled their tranſparent waves: 
others glided in gentle flumbering courſes ; others by 
long meanders returned as if to reviſit their ſource, 
and incapable of forſaking theſe enchanted ſcenes. At 
a diſtance appeared hills and mountains, lofing them- 
ſelves among the clouds, whole f fantaſtic figures com- 
poſed a matchleſs horizon to delight the eye. The 
neighbouring mountains were covered with verdant 
vines hanging in feſtoons; their grapes, more ſplendid 
than purple, unconcealed by the leaves, as the cluſters 
loaded the bending branches. The fig, the olive, the 
pomegranate, and other trees covered the country; 
making it one extenſive garden. 

CAaLYPso having ſhewn all theſe natural beauties to 
TELEMACHUS, *©* Repole yourlett,” laid ſhe 3 your 
garments are wet, it is time they were changed: atter- 
wards we will viſit vou again, and relate events that 
will affect your heart.” So ſaying, ſhe introduced him 
and Mex rok to the moſt remote and ſecret part of a 
grotto adjacent to her own. There the nymphs had 
taken care to light a blazing fire of cedar, whoſe grate- 
ful odour ſpread around ; and had left freſh garments 
for the new gueſts. TELEMACHuSs obſerving that for 
him was intended a tunic of fine wool, whole whiteneſs 
ſurpaſſed the drifted ſnow, and a purple robe embroi— 
dered with gold, ſurveyed this magnificence with the 
pleaſure natural to a youthtul mind. 

MENTOR accoſted him in a ſerious tone, © Are theſe, 
then, O TETIEMACHus! thoughts which ſhould potlets 
the heart of Ul vssks' ſon? Rather think of en | 


your father's reputation, and of furmounting the fors 


tune by which you are pertecuted. That young man 
who delights in gaudy attire like a woman, is unworthy 
of wiſdom and of glory. Glory is due only tot! nat heart 
which can endure affliction, and ſpurn pleature.“ TELE“ 
MACHUS 5 a replied, “ Rather may the gods doom 
me to peril, than ſuffer ſoftneſs and voluptuouſneſs to 
poſſeſs my heart! No, no; the ſon of ULyssEs ſhall 
never be vanquiſhed by the charms of a baſe eflemi- 
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nate life. But by what heavenly favour have we found 
after our ſhipwreck this goddeſs, or mortal, who thus 
loads us with benefits?“ Rather fear,” rephed ME N- 
TOR, © her overwhelming you with misfortunes; rather 
fear her deceitful carefles than the rocks which wrecked 
our veſſel. Shipwreck and death are lets fatal than 
pleaſures that attack virtue. Beware of believing her 
tales. Youth is preſumptuous and felf-iufficient ; though 
frail, believes itſelf all-powerful, and ſuppoſes it has 
nothing to fear: is confident on flight grounds, and 
without precaution. Beware of liſtening to the ſoft 
and flattering ſpeeches of CaLY?Ps0, gliding like-a ſer- 
pent hidden under flowers. Dread this concealed poi- 
ſon; miſtruſt yourſelf; and ever await my countel.” 
Then returning to CaLYyso, who expected them, 
the nymphs, clad in white, with plaited treſſes, ſerved 
up a repaſt, ſimple, but exquiſite for taſte and delicacy. 
Here appeared no other viands than birds they had 
taken in their ſnares, or beaſts they had pierced with 
their arrows at the chace: wine more delicious than 
nectar flowed from large ſilver flagons into golden cups 
crowned with flowers. They brought in baſkets all 
the fruits that Spring promites and Autumn beſtows 
on the earth. At the ſame time four young nymphs 
began their melody: firſt they ſung the Battles of 


the Gods againſt the Giants; then the Loves of Jupiter 


and Semele; the Birth of Bacchus, and his Education 
conducted by old Silenus; the Race of Atalanta and 
Hippomenes, who conquered by means of the golden 
apples gathered in the garden of Heſperides. At length 
the War of Troy was likcwiſe ſung, and the valour and 
wiſdom of UL yssts extolled to the ſkies. The princi— 
pal of the nymphs, called Lrucoraoe, united the har- 
mony of her lyre to the loft voices of the others. At 
hearing his father's name, tears ran down the cheeks 
of TELEMACHvs, and added treſh luſtre to his beauty. 
But CALYPs0, perceiving he no longer ate, but was 
ſtruck with grief, made a ſign to the nymphs. Inſtantly 
they ſang the Battle of the Centaurs with the Lapithæ, 

and 
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and the Deſcent of Qrpheus into Hell to regain from 
thence Eurydice. 

After the repaſt, the goddeſs, taking TELEMACHUS 
aſide, thus addreſſed him: * You ſee, O fon of the 
great ULyssEs, how favourably I receive you. I am 
immortal. No mortal can enter this iſland without be- 
ing puniſhed for his raſhneſs; and your ſhipwreck itfelf 
fhould not ſcreen you from my reſentment, did I not 
love you. Your father had the ſame felicity as your- 
ſelf; but, alas! he knew not how to enjoy it. 1 kept 
him long in this iſland ; and it was in his option to live 
with me in a ſtate of immortality : but, by the blind 
paſſion for returning to his miſerable country, he re- 
nounced all theſe advantages. You ſee what he Joſt for 
Ithaca, which he never more beheld, Bent upon leav- 
ing me, he departed ; and a tempeſt avenged me. His 
veſſel, after being long a ſport of the winds, was buried 
in the waves. Profit by fo melancholy an example: 
after his ſhipwreck you have no further hope, either 
to ſee him again, or ever to reign in the iHNand of Itha- 
ca: conſole yourſelf for his loſs, ſince vou find a divi- 
nity ready to make you happy, and a kingdom which 
ſhe offers you.“ The goddels added much, to ſhew the 
happineſs of ULvss Es while with her. She recounted 
his adventures in the cave of the cyclops Polyphemus, 
and at the court of Antiphates king of the Leftrigons ; 
not forgetting what befel him in the iſland of Circe, the 
daughter of the Sun, and the dangers to which he was 
expoled in paſſing between Scylla and Charybdis. She 
deſcribed alſo the laſt tempeſt which Neptune had raiſed 
againſt him, when departing from her, deſigning to 
ſuggeſt that he then periſhed ; for ſhe ſuppreſſed his 
arrival in the iſland of the Pheacians. TELEMACHUS, 
who at firſt had abandoned himſelf too fuddenly to the 
Joy of being fo kindly treated by CaLyyso, at length 
perceived her artifice, and the wiſdom of that advice 
he had juſt received from MgnTor. He anſwered 
in few words, © O goddels! forgive my grief, which 
at preſent 1 cannot help indulging : perhaps, hereafter 


I ſhall 
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T ſhall be more able to enjoy the good fortune you 
offer : allow me now to lament my father; you 


know better than I how he deſerves to be lamented.” 


CalLvrso durſt not then preſs him farther : ſhe 
even pretended to ſympathiſe with his ſorrow, and to 


-be afflicted with the fate of ULYssEts : but, that ſhe 


might the better underſtand how to reach the young 


man's heart, ſhe aſked in what manner he had ſuffered 


ſhipwreck, and by what adventure he was thrown 
upon her coaſt. © The recital of my misfortunes,” 
faid he, would be tedious.” By no means,” ſhe 
replied : I am impatient to know them; favour 
me ſpeedily with the relation.” She preſſed him 
long; till, unable to reſiſt her importunity, he ſpoke 
to this effect: I quitted Ithaca, to learn tidings of 
my father from the other kings returned from the 
ſiege of Troy. The lovers of my mother PEXELOPE 
were ſurpriſed at my departure, which I had care- 
fully concealed from them, well knowing their 
treachery, Neither NESTOR, whom ] viſited at Pylos, 
nor MExELAus, who received me kindly at Lace- 
demon, could inform me whether my father was ſtill 
alive. Weary of living always in ſuſpenſe and un- 
certainty, I reſolved to go to Sicily, where 1 had 
heard my father was thrown by contrary wiads. The 
ſage MENTOR, whom you ſee here preſent, oppoſed 
that raſh deſign, He repreſented on one fide the 
Cyclops, monſtrous giants, who feed on human fleſh; 
on the other, the fleet of Aneas and the Trojans, 
which was on that coaſt. « Thoſe Trojans, ſaid he, 
are exalperated againlt all Greeks, but would with 
peculiar pleaſure ſhed the blood of Ur yssxs' fon. 
Return to Ithaca, 'added he : perhaps your father, 
divinely favoured, may be there as ſoon as you: but 
it the gods have decreed his loſs, if he ſhall never 
more bchold his native country, at leaſt you mult re- 


turn to avenge him, to deliver your mother, to dif- 


play your witdom to the nations, and to exhibit in 
yourlelf, to all Greece, a king as worthy to reign 
- as 
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as ever was ULYSS ES.“ This advice was ſalutary; 
but I was not prudent enough to hear it: I heard 
nothing but my paſſion. The ſage MEN Tron's affec- 
tion for me even induced him to attend me in a raſh 
voyage which I undertook againſt his opinion ; and 
the gods ſuffered me to commit a fault, which might 
ſerve to correct my preſumption.” 

While TELEMACHUs was ſpeaking, CALYPso 
ſurveyed MENTOR: aſtoniſhed at his appearance, 
ſhe thought ſhe perceived in him ſomething more 
than human; but, unable to regulate her diſordered 
ſuggeſtions, ſhe continued full of fear and ſuſpicion, 
at fight of this unknown perſon : then, apprehenſive 
her perturbation might be obſerved, ſhe ſaid to TE/U 
LEMACHUS, ** Proceed and ſatisfy my curioſity.“— 
TELEMACHUS thus reſumed his narration. 

« During ſome time we had a favourable wind for 
Sicily; bur at length a gloomy tempeſt ſhrouded the 
face of heaven, and we were enveloped in profound 
darkneſs. By the flaſhes of lightning we perceived 
other ſhips expoſed to equal peril, and ſoon diſco- 
vered them to be the fleet of Ant as, no lefs dreadful 
to us than rocks themſelves! Then, but too late, I 
diſcerned what the ardour of imprudent youth had 
prevented my conſidering with due attention. In this 
emergency, MENTOR appeared not only firm and 
intrepid, but more gay than uſual. By him I was en- 
couraged, and I perceived he inſpired me with invin- 
cible fortitude. He gave orders with ſerenity, while 
the pilot was bewildered. I ſaid to him, „Dear 
MExToR, why did I retuſe to follow your advice? 
How wretched I am in having truſted to myſelf, at 
an age which poſſeſſes neither foreſight of the future, 
nor experience of the paſt, nor moderation to conduct 
the preſent! Oh! if ever we eſcape this ſtorm, I 
ſhall diſtruſt myſelf as my moſt dangerous enemy; 
and in you, MENTOR, I ſhall always confide.“ Mzn- 
TOR, ſmiling, replied, “ 1 deſign not to reproach 
you with your fault; it is enough that you perceive 

it, 
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ir, and that it will render you more temperate in 
your deſires another time: but, when danger is paſt, 
perhaps preſumption will return. Meanwhile we muſt 
ſupport ourſelves by courage: we ſhould foreſee and 
apprehend danger before we expoſe ourſelves; but, 
once engaged in it, nothing remains but to deſpiſe it. 
Shew yourſelf a ſon worthy ULysszs, and manifeſt a 
heart ſuperior to threatening evils.” I was charmed 
with the courage and kindneſs of the ſage MENTOR; 
but I was ſtill more ſurpriſed to obſerve with what 


addreſs he delivered us from the Trojans. At the mo- 


ment when the ſkies began to clear, and the Trojans, 
ſeeing us near, would not have failed to diſcoyer who 
we were, he obſerved one of their veſſels reſembling 
our own, which by the ſtorm had ſeparated from the 
reſt : her poop was garniſhed with flowers. He forth- 
with prepared garlands of ſimilar flowers, which he 
faſtened himſelf on our poop with fillets of the ſame 
colour as thoſe of the Trojans. He ordered all our 
rowers to ſtoop as much as poſſible along their ſeats, 
that they might not be known by the enemy : and 
in this manner we paſſed through the middle of their 
fleet. They ſhouted with joy at ſeeing us, as at ſee- 
ing one of their conſorts which they had given up for 
loſt. We were even compelled, by the violence of 
the ſea, to keep them company for ſome time: at 
laſt we dropped aſtern; and, while impetuous winds 
drove them toward Africa, we exerted all our endea- 
vours to reach, by dint of rowing, the neighbouring 
coaſt of Sicily. There indeed we arrived; but what 
we ſo eagerly ſought proved no leſs fatal than the 
fleet from which we fled. We found on this part of 
the Sicilian coaſt other Trojans, enemies to the 


Greeks; for here reigned old AckSsT ES, who came 


from Troy. Scarce had we reached the ſhore, when 
the inhabitants, believing we were people of another 
nation in the iſland, in arms to ſurpriſe them, or 
ſtrangers come to invade their territories, burnt our 
veſſel in their firſt tranſports, and deſtroyed all our 
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companions ; reſerving only MznTor and me to 
be preſented to ActsTEs, that he might learn from 
us whence we came, and what were our deſigns. 
We entered the city, with our hands tied behind 
our backs; and our death was delayed, only to 
furniſh a ſpectacle for a barbarous people, as ſoon 
as it ſhould be known we were Greeks. 

We were immediately preſented to ActsTEts; who, 
bearing in his hand a golden ſceptre, was adminiſter- 
ing juſtice to his people, and preparing for a great 
ſacrifice. He aſked, in ſevere accents, of what coun- 
try we were, and the occaſion of our voyage. MENn- 
TOR inſtantly replied, ſaying, „We come from the 
coaſt of the great Heſperia, and our country 15s not 
far from thence.” Thus he avoided ſaying we were 
Greeks. But AczsTEs, without hearing further, tak- 
ing us for ſtrangers who concealed their true de- 
ſign, ordered we ſhould be ſent to a neighbouring 
foreſt, there to ſerve as ſlaves under thoſe who tended 
his flocks. This condition appearing to me more 
wretched than death, I exclaimed, “ O king! rather 
order us to death, than treat us with ſuch indignity : 
know that I am TxLEMacnyvs, ſon of the wiſe 
ULyssEts king of Ithaca: I am in queſt of my 
father throughout the ſeas : if I can neither find him, 
nor return to my native country, nor avoid ſlavery, 
deprive me of life, which I cannot ſupport.” Scarce 
had I pronounced theſe words, when all the people 
exclaimed with emotion: * Periſh the ſon of that 
cruel ULyssEs, whoſe artifices overthrew the city of 
Troy!“ „Son of ULysses, ſaid Acksrrs, I can- 
not refuſe your blood to the manes of fo many Tro- 
Jans whom your father hath driven untimely to the 
banks of the black Cocytus : you and your conductor 
ſhall die.” At that inſtant an old man from among 
rhe multitude propoſed to the king, that we ſhould 
be ſacrificed on the tomb of Axcuists. ©** Their 
blood, ſaid he, will be grateful to the ſhade of that 
hero: ENEAS himſelf, when en with this 
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ſacrifice, will be pleaſed at your affection to that he 
held deareſt in life.“ This propoſal met with uni- 
verſal applauſe; and now they thought only of ſacri- 
ficing us. Already we were led to the tomb of Ax- 
cHisEs, where hey had raiſed two altars, and kin- 
dled on them the facred fire: the ſword appointed 
to ſhed our blood, gleamed before our eyes; we 
were crowned with garlands; and no compaſſion 
could have ſaved our lives: our fate ſeemed fixed; 
when MtnTor calmly demanded audience of the 
king, and thus addrefled him: “O AcESTEõ, if this 
misfortune of young TEeLEMAcHus, who never car- 
ried arms againſt the Trojans, cannot excite your 
feelings, at leaſt feel for your own intereſt. The {kill 
I have acquired in preſages, and in foreſeeing the 
will of heaven, informs me, that, ere three days 
elapſe, you will be attacked by barbarous nations, 
ruſhing like a torrent from the mountain-tops to de- 
luge your city, and to ravage your whole dominions. 
Haſte to prevent them : put your people under arms : 
loſe not a moment to ſecure within your walls your 
valuable flocks from the open country. It my predic- 
tion prove falſe, you ſhall be free to ſacrifice us in 
three days: if, on the contrary, it be verified, re- 
member you ought not to deprive of life thole to 
whom you owe your own.” ACESTES was aſtoniſhed 
at theſe words, which MENTOR pronounced with an 
air of confidence he had never obſerved in any man. 
« I plainly perceive, O ſtranger, replied he, that the 
gods, who have denied you the gifts of fortune, have 
granted you a wiſdom more valuable than all the 
wealth of proſperity.” Then he delayed the ſacri- 
fice, and diligently iſſued orders to counteract the 
threatened attack. Nothing was ſeen on all ſides, but 
trembling women, decrepit old men, and little chile 
dren in tears, hurrying into the city; herds of low- 
ing oxen, and flocks of bleating ſheep, quitting 
their rich paſtures, without finding ſtalls ſufficient 
to ſhelter them. All around was heard the ea 
FCC 1 n 
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noiſe of people crowding each other, unable to un- 
derftand each other's words ; who, wildly agitated, 
rook ſome unknown ſtranger for their friend, and 
who ran without knowing whither. But the principal 
inhabitants of the city, believing themfelves wiſer 
than the reſt, fancied MENTOR an impoſtor, 55 
had forged a prediction to ſave his life. 

Before the cloſe of the third day, while they were 
ſull of theſe ſuppofitions, a cloud of duſt was per- 
cerved on the declivity of the neighbouring moun- 
tains : then appeared innumerable troops of armed 
barbarians : theſe were the Hymerians, a ſavage 
race, with the nations which inhabit the mountains 
of Nebrodes, and the ſummit of Agragas, where 
reigns eternal winter never ſoftened by the zephyrs. 
Thoſe who had deſpiſed the prediction of MENTOR 
joſt their flaves and flocks. The king, addrefling 
NEN TOR, I forget you are Greeks, ſaid he: our 
enemies are now become our faithful friends: the 
gods have ſent you to ſave us from deſtruction: I 
expect no leſs from your valour than from your wiſ- 
ctom: haſten to our aſſiſtance.“ MEN TOR's eyes 
ſparkled with fuch vivacity of courage as confounds 
the boldeſt warriors. He ſeizes a buckler, helmet, 
fword, and lance: he arranges the ſoldiers of Acts- 
TES, and, marching at their head, advances 1n good 
order againſt the enemy. AcEtsTEs, though full of 
courage, by reaſon of his old age could only follow 
him at a diſtance: I kept clofer to him, but could 
not equal his valour : in the fight his cuiraſs ſhone 
tike the immorta] ægis: Death ſtalked from rank 
to rank wherever he directed his blows. Like a Nu- 
midian lion in the anguiſh of ſavage hunger, who 
rafhes amid a flock of feeble ſheep, he tears, he 
flays, he ſwims in blood; and the ſhepherds, far 
from aſſiſting their flock, trembling fly to efcape his 
fary. The barbarians, who hoped to ſurpriſe the 
chy, were themſelves ſurpriſed and diſconcerted ; 
while the ſubjects of Acksr Es, animated bythe 3 
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and example of MExxroR, exerted a vigour of which 
they thought themſelves incapable. I overthrew 
with my lance the ſon of the enemies' king : he was 
about my age, but taller than me; for thoſe people 
were deſcended from a race of giants of the {ame 
origin as the Cyclops. He deſpiſed an enemy ſo 
weak as I ſeemed ; but, undauated at his prodigious 
ſtrength, or his ſavage and brutal air, I thruſt my 
lance into his breaſt, and made him vomit torreats 
of ſable blood as he expired. He had nearly cruſhed 
me in his fall: the ſound of his arms echoed from 
the mountains: I ſeized his ſpoils, and returned to 
AcksrEs. MENTOR, having completely difordered 
the enemy, cut them to pieces, and drove the fugi- 
tives into the foreſt, 

In conſequence of ſuch unexpected ſucceſs, Me x- 
TOR was regarded as a man favoured and inſpired by 
heaven. ACESTES, penetrated with gratitude, com- 
municated his apprehenſions on our account, ſhould 
the fleet of ExNEAS return to Sicily. He theretore 
ſupplied us with a ſhip, that we might return with- 
out delay to our own country; loaded us with pre- 
ſents, and haſtened our departure, to prevent the 
misfortunes he foreſaw : but he would not give us à 
pilot or rowers of his own nation, tearing they thould 
be too much expoſed on the coalts of Greece. He 
manned us with Phoenician traders, who, trathcking 
with all the world, had nothing to fear; and who were 
to bring back the ſhipro AcEsrEs, after having land- 
ed us in Ithaca. But the gods, who ſport with human 
deſigns, reſerved us for other dangers.” 


END OF THL FIRST BOOK. 


ARGUMENT OF THE SECOND BOOK, 


TELEMACHUS recounts the manner in which he 
was taken in the Tyrian veſſel, by the fleet of Stsos- 
TRIS, and carried captive into Egypt. He deſcribes 
the beauty of that country, and the wiſdom of the 
king's adminiſtration. He proceeds to tell how MEN“ 
TOR was ſent as a ſlave into Athiopia : that he him- 
felf was reduced to the condition of a ſhepherd in the 
deſert of Oaſis : that TERMosYRIs prieſt of APOLLO 
conſoled him in his diſtreſs by teaching him to imitate 
the example of APOLLO, who had been formerly a 
ſhepherd under king ApMETus: that Sksosr RIS 
had at laſt been informed of all the wonders he had 
wrought among the ſhepherds : that, convinced of 
his innocence, he had recalled him to his court, and 
promiſed to ſend him ſafe to Ithaca; but the deat; 
of this king involved bim in freſh diſaſters : that he 
was impriſoned in a lower upon the ſea-ſhore ; from 
whence he beheld the new king Boccnoris loſe his 
life in a battle againſt his own ſubjefts, who had 
rebelled, and were afhifted by the Tyrians, 


1 
Y He 


508 
i bes 
I be 
EN= 
Th 
| the 
LLO 
tate 
ly a 
RIS 


had 
d of 
and 
eat 
t be 
from 
Hi. 


had 


ö 
| 
. 
l 
| 
| 
| 


— — 


— 


— ern < Erin een 
a — 
— — ———2— — 


22 — — — —-— WRT v — 


— — 


— 


NTT 


— 


aaa 


U MIA 


— — 


— —— —ä — 


IU! Hil | 


NR 


I 
TY 
RJ 
W 
hn, 
8 
* 
Il | f J 
e | D 
Aa $ 


' 


; , * 
77 ning be, he e eile. 


* 


— —— ü—[— 


— - — 


nn „ 


— 
— 


Aae 


„ 2 


— ——— ́Uũᷓᷓ—— 
— —— — —— 
— —— •— ůä ͤ Üò3L—]—U— 
— we — nn 


Ane 


Ae 


7 — 
F p EP ome. 


—— ann 


Ae 


. wm —˙Ü 


THE SECOND BCOK. 


HE Tyrians, by their pride, had excited the 

reſentment of SzsosrR1s, king of Ægypt, who 
had ſubdued many realms. The wealth they had ac- 
quired by commerce, and the ſtrength of their im- 
pregnable city of Tyre, built in che ca, ha influed 
the hearts of that people: they refuſed to pay the tri- 
bute which SesosTRIS impoſed on them when re- 
turning from his conqueſts; and they f.rniſhed 
troops to his brother, who had plotted to atlaſhnate 
him on his arrival, in the audit of rcjoicinzs at a 
great feſtival. SESOSTRISs, to abaſe their pride, re- 
ſolved to interrupt their commerce in the different 
ſeas: and his ſhips cruiſed every where in queſt of 
Phœnicians. An Egyptian fleer ſell in h. s. 1 ut 
as we began to loſe fight of the mounta ns of Sicily. 
The harbour and the land ſeemed to ity velun us, 
and to diſappear in the clouds, when we deſcried the 
Egyptian navy approaching like a floating city. The 
Pheœnicians diſcovered who they were, and endea— 
voured to bear away; but it was too late Their 
tackle was better than ours, their rowers more nu- 
merous, and the wind favoured them. They boarded, 
took, and carried us priſoners into Algypt. In vain 
did I repreſent to them that we were not Phoent- 
clans ; ſcarce would they deign to hear me; they 
conſidered us as ſlaves, wherein the Phoenicians traft- 
fic, and thought of nothing but their profit from 
ſuch a prize. Already we obſerved the colour of the 
fea whitening, by mixture with the waters of the 
Nile, and diſcerned the Ægyptian coaſt alinoſt level 
with the ocean. We afterwards arrived at the ſland 
of Pharos in the neighbourhood of the city of No, 
from whence we failed up the Nile as far as Mem- 
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If the grief ariſing from our captivity had not 
rendered us inſenſible to every pleaſure, we ſhould 
have been delighted with the view of this fertile 
country of Æg gypt, which reſembled a delicious gar- 
den watered by an infinite number of canals. We 
could not ſurvey either bank, without noticing opu- 
lent cities, country-houſes agreeably fituated, lands 
yearly covered by golden harveſts without ever lying 
fallow, rich paſtures filled with flocks, peaſants loaded 
with fruits which the earth diſcharged from her bo- 
ſom, and ſhepherds who made all the neighbouring 
echoes reſound with the melodious notes of their 
flutes and paſtoral pipes. Happy,” ſaid MENrok, 
« are the people governed by. a: wife king! They 
hve happy amidſt abundance, and love the prince 
to whom they owe their felicity. Thus,” added he, 
« O TETEMAchus, muſt you reign, and be the 
Joy of your people. If ever the gods grant you to 
poſſeſs your father's kingdom, love your ſubjects as 
your children ; enjoy the pleaſure of being beloved 
by them; and ſo conduct yourſelf, that chey ſhall 
never experience peace or happineſs without remem- 
bering that their good king beſtows theſe valuable 
preſents. Kings who ſtudy to excite fear, and to de- 
preſs their ſubjects to render them more ſubmiſſive, 
are ſcourges of the human race: feared they are, as 
they would be, but alſo hated and deteſted; they 
have more to fear from their ſubjects, than their 
ſubjects from them.” I replied to MzxToR, “ Alas! 
the buſineſs now is not to ſtudy maxims by which to 
reign. To us Ithaca is no more: never ſhall we 
behold our country, or PEexntLorE; even ſhould 
VULyssts return full of glory to his kingdom, he 
will never enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing me, nor I that 
of learning to command by practiſing obedience. 
Let us die, dear MENTOR; other thoughts are for- 
bidden: let us die, ſince on us the gods have no 
pity.” While I ſpoke, profound ſighs interrupted my 
words: but MENTOR, who apprehended misfortunes 

before 
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before they occurred, knew no fear of them when 


they actually happened. Unworthy ſon of the ſage 
ULyssEs !” cried he, What! allow yourſelf to be 
overcome by this diſaſter ! Know that you will again 
one day ſee Ithaca and PEN ELO PE. You will even 
ee, in his priſtine glory, him whom you never 
knew, the invincible UL yYssEs, whom fortune never 
could depreſs, and who, in diſaſters ſtill greater than 
yours, teaches you never to defpond. O could he 


learn, in thoſe remote countries to which ſtorm has 


driven him, that his fon 1s incapable of imitating 
either his patience or his courage, ſuch tidings would 
overwhelm him with ſhame, and be ſeverer than all 
the misfortunes he has ſo long ſuffered !”? 

Afterwards, MExrox made me remark the joy 
and plenty that overſpread the whole country of 
Ægypt, wherein are reckoned no leſs than two-and- 
twenty thouſand cities. He admired the wiſe police 
of thoſe cities ; the juſtice exerciſed in favour of the 
poor againſt the rich ; the proper education of the 
children, who were accuſtomed to obedience, to la- 
bour, to ſobriety, to the love of arts or literature 
the preciſion which regulated all the ceremonies of 
religion; the diſintereſtedneſs, the love of honour, 
the fidelity toward men, and the reverence toward 
the gods, which every father infuſed into his children. 
He was never weary of admiring this excellent order. 
Happy the people,” ſaid he, inceſſantly, “ thus go- 
verned by a wife ſovereign ! happier ſtill the king 
who renders ſo many nations bleſt, and who finds his 
own happineſs in his own. virtue ! He holds mankind 
by love, an hundred times ftronger tie than fear. 


Not only obeyed, but obeyed with pleaſure, he 


reigns in all hearts; and each individual, far from 
wiſhing to be rid of him, fears to loſe him, and 
would lay down his life to fave that of his ſovereign.” 
I attentively liſtened to what MENTOR ſaid; and 
gradually felt my heart re-inſpired with freſh courage 
at every word of my ſagacious friend. As ſoon as we 
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arrived at the opulent and magnificent city of Mem- 
phis, the governor ordered us to proceed to Thebes, 
that we might be preſented to king SEsosTRIs him- 
ſelf, who examined every thing in perſon, and was 
particularly incenſed againſt the Tyrians. We there- 
fore went farther up the Nile, to that famous Thebes, 
with an hundred gates, where this great king reſided. 
The city appeared of vaſt extent, more populous 
than the moſt flouriſhing towns of Greece. Its police 
18 perfect, reſpecting the neatneſs of its ſtreets, the 
courſe of its canals, the convenience of its baths, 
the cultivation of arts, and public ſafety. The ſquares 
are adorned with fountains and obeliſks ; the temples 
are of marble, their architecture fimple yet majeſtic. 
The prince's palace alone appears like a great city; 
for nothing is ſeen but marble columns, pyramids, 
and obeliſks, coloſſal ſtatues, and furniture of maſſy 
gold and ſilver. Our captors told the king that we 
were found on board a Phœnician ſhip. Every day, 
at certain hours, he gave audience to all his ſubjects 
who had complaints to make, or advice to offer. No 
perion was deſpiſed or repulſed by him; he thought 
himſclt king ſolely for the good of his ſubjects, 
whom he loved as his children. As for ſtrangers, he 
received them with affability, and wiſhed to ſee them, 
believing ſomcthing uſeful might always be learned 
by acquaintance with the manners and cuſtoms of re- 
mote countries. This curioſity of the king occaſioned 
our being preſented to him. He ſat on a throne 
of ivory, with a golden ſceptre in his hand; he was 
elderly, but agreeable, full of majeſty and ſweetneſs : 
he daily heard cauſes with ſuch patience and ſaga- 
city as were admired without adulation. After oc- 
cupying himſelf all day in regulating affairs, and ad- 
miniſtering impartial juſtice, he refreſhed himſelf, in 
the evening, in hearing diſcourſes of learned men, 
or in converſing with che moſt virtuous individuals, 
whom he well knew how to ſelect, as worthy ad- 
miſſion into familiatity. In his whole life he de- 
{ſerved 
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* ſerved not reproach, but for having too proudly tri- 
- umphed over the kings he had vanquiſhed, and tor 


lacing confidence in one of his ſubjects whom I 


| ſhall preſently deſcribe. 


When he ſaw me, he ſeemed touched with my 
youth and grief; he aſked my name and my country 
(we were aſtoniſhed at the wiſdom which flowed from 
his lips). I anſwered, ** O mighty king, you are not 
ignorant of the ſiege of Troy, which laſted ten years; 
and its deſtruction, which coſt ſo much blood through- 
out Greece: my father, ULyssEs, was a principal 
among the kings who deſtroyed that city. He now 
wanders over the ſeas, unable to regain the iſland 


of Ithaca, which is his kingdom: I ſeek him; a 


misfortune like his has rendered me captive. Reſtore 
me to my father and to my country; ſo may the 
gods preſerve you to your children, and make them 
ſenſible of their happineſs in living under ſuch a wor- 
thy father.” SESOSTRISõ ſtill ſurveyed me with an eye 
of pity : but, determined to know if what I ſaid was 
true, he ſent us to one of his officers, who had or- 
ders to enquire of thoſe who took our ſhip whether 
we were really Greeks or Phcenicians. © If they are 
Phcenicians,” ſaid the king, they muſt be puniſhed 
with double ſeverity, not only as enemies, but ſtill 
more for having attempted to deceive us by baſely 
lying. If, on the contrary, they are Greeks, my 
pleature is that they be favourably treated, and ſent 
back to their own country in one of my ſhips; for 
I love Greece, where divers Ægyptians have pro- 
mulgated laws: I know the virtue of HERCULES; 
the glory of AchILLES has reached me; and I ad- 
mire what is reported of the wiſdom of the unfortu- 
nate ULyssEs: my delight is to ſuccour virtue in 
diſtreſs,” 

The officer to whom the king referred the ex- 
amination of our affair, had a ſoul as deceirful and 
corrupt, as that of SEsosTRISs was generous and ſin- 
cere. His name was MeTorais. He interrogated 


us 


22 THE ADVENTURES 


us with deſign to enſnare us; and as he perceived that 
MzenTor anſwered with more wiſdom than I did, he 
regarded him with averſion and diſtruſt ; for the 
wicked are ever incenſed againſt the virtuous. He 
parted us; and from that time I never knew what 
became of MENTOR. This ſeparation was a thunder- 
ſtroke to me. METO HIS Rill hoped that, by inter- 
rogating us apart, he ſhould make us contradict one 
another; eſpecially, he thought to dazzle me by 
flattering promiſes, and to make me confeſs what 
Mentor had concealed. In fact, he did not really 
enquire the truth; but ſought ſome pretext for 
reporting to the king that we were Phcenicians, in 
order to make us his ſlaves. And indeed, notwith- 
ſtanding our innocence, notwithſtanding the king's 
wiſdom, he contrived to deceive him. Alas ! to what 
are kings expoſed ! the wiſeſt are often deceived. 
They are ſurrounded by artful and intereſted men: 
for the virtuous withdraw, becauſe they are neither 
forward nor flatterers : they wait till ſought ; and 
few princes know where to ſeek them. On the con- 
trary, the wicked are bold, deceitful, forward, in- 
ſinuating; prompt in compliance, expert in diſ- 
fimulation, and extremely ready to thwart honour 
and conſcience, to gratify the paſſions of their ſove- 
reign. How wretched is the king expoſed to their 
arts! he is ruined, if he repulſes not flattery, and 
if he loves not thoſe who boldly ſpeak the truth. 
Such were the reflections I made in my misfortune ; 
for I recolle&ed all I had heard from MENTOR. 
Meanwhile METornts ſent me with his flaves to 
the mountains in the deſart of Oafis, as their fellow- 
ſervant in feeding his numerous flocks.” — Here 
CaryPsointerrupted TELEMAcHnvs, faying, ©, Well, 
what did you then do—you, who in Sicily had pre- 
ferred death to ſlavery ?”—* My misfortunes,” replied 
Telemachus, <* continually increaſed; I had no longer 
the wretched conſolation of chooſing between flavery 
and death : compelled to be a ſlave, and to exhauſt 
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(may I be allowed the expreſſion) the whole ſeverity 
of fortune, no hope remained, nor could I ſpeak a 
word to promote my deliverance. MENTOR has 
fince told me that he was {old to certain Ethiopians, 
whom he attended to their country. As for me, I 
arrived in thoſe frightful deſarts where burning ſands 
cover the plains ; and ſnows, that never melt, pre- 


ſerve perpetual winter on the mountain ſummits 


where nothing is produced but juſt herbage enough 
among the precipices to feed the flocks, Midway up 
the aſcent of theſe ſteep mountains, the valleys are ſo 
deep, as ſcarcely to admit the light of day. Here I 
found nobody but ſhepherds, ſavage as the deſart it- 
ſelf : here I paſſed the nights in bewailing my miſ- 
fortune, and the days in tending my flock, to avoid 
the brutal fury of the principal ſlave, who, in hopes 
of obtaining his liberty, inceſſantly accuſed the reſt, 
that he might recommend to his maſter his zeal and 
attachment to his intereſt. His name was Boris. 
Here I had like to have ſunk under my misfortune : 
op preſſed with grief, I one day forgot my flock, and 
ſtretched myſelf on the graſs near a cavern, waiting 
for death, nor longer able to ſupport my diſtreſſes. 
At that inſtant I beheld the whole mountain tremble ; 
the oaks and pines ſeemed to deſcend from its ſum- 
mit; every breath of wind was ſtill ; then a hollow 
voice iſſuing from the cavern addreſſed me in theſe 
words: © Son of the ſage UL sss, thou muſt, like 
him, become great by patience. Princes always for- 
tunate are ſeldom worthy of their fortune: ſoftneſs 

corrupts them, and pride intoxicates them. Happy 

thou, if thou ſurmount thy misfortunes, and doſt 

never forget them ! thou ſhalt reviſit Ithaca, and thy 

glory ſhall aſcend to heaven. When thou ſhalt be- 

come matter of others, remember thou thyſelf haſt 

been weak, poor, and miſerable as they ; with plea- 

ſure relieve them: love thy people; deteſt flattery ; 

and know that thou canſt be great only as thou art 

moderate, and courageous in vanquiſhing thy paſ- 
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ſions.” Theſe divine words penetrated to the very 
bottom of my heart; and re-inſpired it with joy and 
courage. I felt not that horror which erects the hair, 
and freezes the blood, when the gods diſcloſe them- 
ſelves to mortals : I calmly roſe ; and kneeling, with 
uplifted hands, adored MINERVA, to whom 1 
thought myſelf indebted for this oracle. At once I 
found myſelf a new man: wiſdom enlightened my 
mind; and l felt a kindly energy moderating all my 
paſſions, and reſtraining my youthful impetuoſity. I 
acquired the love of all the ſhepherds of the defart ; 
my aflability, my patience, my punctuality in my 
duty, appcaled at lail the cruel EvT1s, who was veſted 
with authority over the other ſlaves, and who at firſt 
inclined to treat me criieily. The better to ſupport 
the tediouineſs of cartivity and ſolitude, I enquired 
after books, heing overwhelmed with melancholy for 
want of inſtruction to ſupport and inform my mind, 
« Happy thoſe,” ſaid I, ++ who, diſguſted with vio- 
lent pleaſures, find content in the ſweets of an in— 
nocent life! happy thoſe who combine amuſement 


and inſtruction, who delight in cultivating their 


mind by ſcience ! wherever thrown by adverle for- 
tune, they {till carry with them abundant entertain- 
ment; and that chagrin which preys on others even 
amidſt pleaſures, is unknown to thole who can em- 
ploy themſelves in reading. Happy are thoſe who 
love reading, and are not, like me, deprived of 
books!“ While theſe reflections agitated my boſom, 
I loſt myſelf in a gloomy foreſt, where {ſuddenly ! 
beheld an old man who held a book in his hand. 
His forehead, ample and bald, was a little wrinkled ; 
his white beard flowed down to his middle; his 
ſtature was lofty and majeſtic ; his complexion {till 
freſh and roſy ; his eyes keen and fparkling ; his 
voice melodious, and his words {imple and engag- 
ing. Never had I ſeen ſuch a venerable old man. 
He was called TErMos1R1s : being prictt of Apollo, 


he officiated in a marble temple, conſecrated by the 
kings 
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kings of Egypt to that god in this foreſt, The 


book he held in his hand was a collection of hymns 


in honour of the gods. He accoſted me in a friendly 
manner, and we entered into converſation : he re- 
lated paſt events fo naturally, they ſeemed actually 
before one's eyes; but ſo ſuccinctly, I was never 


tired with his relations: and he foreſaw future events 


by a profound ſagacity which opened to him the 


characters of mankind, and the deſigns of which 


they are capable. With all this prudence he was 
gay and civil; the moſt ſprightly youth has not 
equal grace as he poſſeſſed in advanced age. He 
likewiſe loved young people when of a docile ſpirit, 
and a diſpoſition to virtue. Ina little time he loved 
me tenderly, ſupplied me with books for my. relief, 
and called me Son. 1 often ſaid to him, * Father, 
the gods, who deprived me of MexTor, have pitted 
my ſufferings, and granted me another ſupport in 
you.” This man, hke Orpheus or Linus, was 
doubtleſs inſpired by the gods. He recited to me 
verſes he had compoſed ; and gave me others of 
ſeveral excellent poets, favourites of the Mules. 
When, clothed in his flowing robe of ſnowy white, 
he began to touch his ivory lyre, tygers, bears, and 
lions came fawning on him, and licked his feet : 
ſatyrs quitting the foreſts, danced around him; the 
trees themſelves ſeemed affected; and you would 
have thought even the rocks, ſoftened by the charms 
of his enchanting notes, would deſcend from the 
mountain ſummits. His ſongs were reſtricted to 
the greatneſs of the gods, the virtue of heroes, and 


the wiſdom of men who prefer true glory to ſenſual 


pleaſure. He bid me often take courage, for the 
gods would never abandon ULyssss or his ſon. He 


aſſured me that, after the example of AroLLo, I 


ought to teach the ſwains to cultivate the Mules. 
Apo Lo,“ {aid he, © indignant that JUPITER with 
his thunder overcaſt the faireſt days, reſolved to rake 
vengeance on the Cyclops who forged his bolts, and 
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he flew them with his arrows. Inſtantly mount Ætna 


ceaſed to diſcharge its rolling flames; no longer was 


heard the din of thoſe terrible hammers, whoſe ſtrokes 
on the anvil re-echoed through the deep caverns of 
the earth, and the abvfſles of the fea. The iron and 
the brafs; no longer poliſhed by the Cyclops, began 
to ruſt, Vercan enraged fallies from his ſmithy ; 
though lame, he quic kly mounts to Olympus; and 
entering the aſſembly of the gods, covered with 
ſweat and di {t, he prefcrs his bitter plaints. Jo- 
IT ER, incenſed againſt Apo Lo, drove him from 
heaven, and threw him down to earth. His empty 
chariot pertormed of itſelf its utual courſe, to be- 
ſtow day and night on mankind, with the regular 
changes of ſcaſons. AyoLLo, deprived of his ravs, 
was obli ged to turn \ ſhepherd, and tend the flocks of 
king ApmErts. While he played on his flute, al} 
the Other ſhepherds came to liſten, under the ſhade 
of elms, on the banks of a tranſparent ſtream. Tilt 
then their lite had been brutal and ſavage. All 
they knew was to tend their flocks ; to ſhear them, 
to milk them, and to convert their milk into checſe. 
The whole country was a frightful deſart. ApoLLo 
ſoon ſhewed thoſe ſwains the arts that render life 
agreeable. He tung of the flowers that crown the 
ſprins, the perfumes 1 it diffuſes, and the verdure that 
ſhoots up under 1ts feet. Then he deſcanted on ſum- 
mer's delightful nights, when the cool zephyrs retreth 
mankind, and the dew moiſtens the thirity carth. 
He mingled alſo in his themes the golden fruits with 
which autunin rewards the huſbandman's toil; and the 
repole of winter, when' the fprightly youth dance 
round-the fire. In fine, he deſcribed gloomy foreſts 
that overhang the mountains, and hollow vales through 
which the rivers wind in a thoutand meanders, as 
if deliphicd amid the laughi ning meads. Thus he 
taught. the ſwains the charms of rural lite, to thoſe 
who can taſte the elegang cies of ſimple nature. Soon 
the ſwains with their fluites found themtelves happier 

than 
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than kings; and their cottages attracted in crowds 


thoſe pure pleaſures that fly from gilded palaces. The 
{ports, the loves, the graces, conſtantly accompanied 
the innocent ſhepherdeiles. Every day was holiday : 
nothing now was heard but the warbling ot birds, 
the ſoft breath of zephyrs fporting among the 
branches, the murmur of a clear ſtream falling 
down ſome rock, or fongs with which the Mules 
infpired the ſwains that followed AroLLo. The 
god inſtructed them to win the prize in the race, 
and to pierce with arrows the ſtags and fallow deer. 
The gods themſelves grew jealous of the thepherds, 
whole life appeared more agreeable than all their 
glory; and they recalled AroLLo to Olympus 
Son,” continued he, „ this ſtory ought to inſtruct 
you, ſince you are now circumſtanced as APOLLO 
was: cultivate theſe wilds; like him, make the deſart 
flouriſh ; teach all theſe ſhepheras the charms of har- 
mony ; ſoften their ſavage hearts; thew them the 
lovelineſs of virtue; make them ſenſible how bappy, 
amid their ſolitude, is the enjoyment of thole in- 
nocent pleaſures which nothing can wrett from thep- 
herd ſwains. One day, my ſon, one day, the dith- 
culties and cruel cares that environ royalty will 
make you regret the paſtoral lite, even on the throne.” 
So ſaying, TERMOSIRIS preſented me a flute ſo 
ſweetly toned, that the echoes reſounding from the 
mountains on every fide, ſoon drew aroond me all 
the neighbouring ſwains. My voice acquired a me- 
lody divine: 1 found myſelf tranſporied, as it were, 
lupernaturally, to fing thoſe beauties with which na— 
ture has adorned the country. We paſſed whole days, 
and even part of the nights, in ſinging together. The 
ſwains, forgetting their cottages and flocks, were held 
n ſuſpenſe around me, motionleſs, while 1 gave 
them in{tructions. No longer favage wildneſs appear- 
ed amid thoſe deſarts; all was ſweet and cheerful : 
the very land ſeemed ameliorated as the inhabitants 
were civilized. We often aſſembled to ſacritice in 
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the temple of Apollo, where TexxMos1nrs was prieſt, 
Thither went the ſwains, crowned with laurel in 
honour of that god; thither went the ſhepherd- 
eſſes, dancing, crowned with flowers, and bearing 
oh their heads, in baſkets, their ſacred offerings. After 
the ſacrifice, we formed a rural feaſt : our greateſt 
delicacies were the milk of our goats and ſheep, 
which we ourſelves had milked; with freſh fruit ga- 
thered by our own hands, ſuch as dates, and figs, 
and grapes : the green turf was our ſeat; and the 
ſpreading trees yielded us a ſhade more agreeable 
than the gilded roots of royal palaces. 

But the following adventure rendered me com- 
pletely famous among our ſhepherds. One day a 
hungry lion ruſhed on my flock, and inſtantly began 
a dreadful flaughter. I had only my ſheephook in 
my hand, yet 1 boldly advanced: the hon, erecting 
his mane, diſcloſed his teeth and claws, opened wide 
his throat all parched and inflamed : his eyes ſeemed 
full of blood and fire, and he laſhed his fides with 
his extended tail. I threw him on the earth: the 
light coat of mail which I wore, according to the 
cuſtom of the Ægyptian ſhep herds, ſecured me from 
his claws : thrice I threw him, and thrice he roſe, 
roaring ſo loud that all the forcits echoed. At 
length I ſtifled him in my graſp; and the ſhep- 
herds, witneſſes of my victory, infilted | ſhould wear 
the ſpoils of that terrible animal. The fame of this 


exploit, and of the happy change among the ſhep- 


herds, ſpread throughout Agy pt, and even reached 


the ears of SksosT RIS. He was informed that one 


of the two captives who were taken for Phœnicians, 
had recalled the golden age in his ſcarce habitable 
defarts. He refolved to ſee me; for he loved the 
Mutes, and his noble heart was touched by whatever 
could improve mankind. He ſaw and heard me with 
pleaſure : he diſcovered that MgToruis had de- 
ceived him through avarice: he condemned him to 
perpetual impriſonment, and [ripped him of all his 
F 4 wealth 
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wealth ſo unjuſtly poſſeſſed. How wretched,” ſaid 
he, © are thoſe ſuperior to the reſt of mankind ! Not 
often can they ſee truth with their own eyes; they 
are ſurrounded by individuals who prevent her from 
reaching the ſovereign : each is intereſted to deceive 
him ; each cloaks his own ambition under. apparent 
zeal. They pretend love to the king, whereas they 
love only the riches he beſtows : ſo little they love 
him, that, to obtain his favours, they flatter and 
betray him.“ 

SESOSTRIS, in the ſequel, treated me with tender 
friendſhip ; and reſolved to fend me home to Ithaca, 
with ſhips and forces to reſcue PENELopE from all 
her lovers. The fleet was already equipped, and 
we only thought of embarking. 1 admired the vi- 
ciſſitudes of fortune, which ſuddenly raiſes thoſe it 
had before moſt deeply depreſſed. This experience 
ſuggeſted hope that ULyYssEs might return to his 
kingdom at length, even after molt tedious ſuffer- 
ings. I thought alſo that I ſhould again fee Mz n- 
TOR, although he had been carried into the moſt 
unknown parts of Æthiopia. While I delayed a little 
my departure, endeavouring to learn tidings of him, 
SESOSTR1S, Who was very old, died ſuddenly, and 
his death re-plunged me in freth diſaſters. All 
Agypt appeared inconſolable for this loſs : every 
family thought it had loſt its beſt friend, its pro- 
tector, its father. The old men, lifting up their 
hands to heaven, exclaimed “ Never had Egypt fo 
good a king! never ſhall the have his fellow. O ye 
gods! either ye ſhould not have ſhewn him at all to 
mankind, or never have taken him away : wherefore 
ſhould we ſarvive the great Sr.gosTRIS??” The 


younger people obſerved—** The hope of Ægypt 


is blaſted : our fathers were happy in living under 


ſo good a king; as for us, we have ſeen him only ta 
be ſenſible of the loſs.“ His domeſtics wept night 
and day. When funeral obſequies were performed 
tor the King, during forty days, people from the 
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molt diſtant provinces flocked thither ; each deſirous 
of ſeeing once more the body of SESOSTRIS, each 
deſirous to preſerve his idea in remembrance : many 
even would be incloſed in his tomb. What ſtill in- 
crealed their grief for his loſs, was, that his ſon Boc- 
cHoR1s poſſeſſed neither humanity toward ſtrangers, 
nor talle for the ſciences, nor eſteem for virtuous 
men, nor love of glory. His father's greatnefs had 
contributed to render him unw orthy to reign : bred 
in effeminacy and brutal pride, he counted men as 
nothing, believing they were made only for his uſe, 
and that HE was of a different nature. He thought 
only of gratifying his paſſions; of diſſipating the 
immenſe treaſures his father had ſo carefully ſaved ; 

of oppreſſing his ſubjects, and ſucking the blood of 
the untortunate ; in a word, he followed the flitter- 
ing advice of the ſenſeleſs young men who ſurrounded 
him, white he removed with con tempt all the an- 
cient ſages who had enjoyed his father's confidence. 
He was a monſter, not a king: all Egypt groaned 
beneath his yoke ; and although the name of SES0s- 
TRIS, fo dear to the Ægyptians, induced them to 
bear with the baſe and cruel conduct of his ton, that 
{on ran ſwift to ruin: a prince fo unworthy of the 
throne could not long pofleſs it. No more was! 
permitted a hope of returning to Ithaca: I was de- 


tained in a tower on the ſea fide, near Peluſium, 


whence our embarkation was to have taken place, 
had not StsosTR1s died. MErorynis had the ad- 
dreſs to quit his priſon,” and to re-eſtabliſh himfelt 
with the new king: he proc ured my confinement 
in this tower, to revenge the diſgrace J had cauſed 
him. I paſſed days and nights in profound melan— 
choly. All that TexmosiRis bad predicted, all that 
] had heard from the cavern, now feemed to me 
only a dream. I was ſunk in the moſt bitter ſorrow. 
I contemplated the billows laſhing the foot of the 
rower where | was prifoner. I often engaged myſelf 
in conſidering the tempeſt- beaten ſhips in danger of 

being 
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being ſhattered againſt the rocks on which the tower 


was built. Far from pitying thoſe threatened with 


ſhipwreck, I envied their condition. ** Shortly," 


ſaid I to myſelf, <* the misfortunes of their lives will 
end, or they will arrive in their own country; while 
I, alas! cannot hope for either alternative.” 

While I thus waſted myſelf in unavailing forrow, 
perceived as it were a foreſt of maſts: the fea was 
covered with fails ſwelled by the winds, while the 
water foamed beneath the ſtrokes of oars innumer- 
able. Confuſed cries aſſailed my ears on every tide: 
I perceived on the ſhore a body of Agyptians run- 
ning to arms in a fright, while others ſeemed adyanc- 
ing to meet the navy they ſaw approach. I ſoon 
diſcovered that theſe foreign ſhips were partly from 
Phœnicia, and partly from the iſland of Cyprus; tor 
my misfortunes began to render me ſkilful in what 
relates to navigation. The Agyptians feemed di- 
vided among themſelves. I had no difficulty in be- 


lieving that the ſenſeleſs Bouccuor1s, by his violent 


conduct, had occaſioned a revolt among his ſubjects, 
and kindled a civil war. From the top of the tower 
| was ſpectator of a bloody battle. The Agyptians, 
who had called the foreigners to their aſſiſtance, after 
having favoured their delcent, attacked their country- 
men, who were headed by the king in perſon. I 
law that prince encouraging his troops by his exam, 
ple: he appeared like Mars himſelf. Streams of 
blood guſhed around him ; his chariot wheels were 
ayed with purple gore congealed and foaming ; 
Icarce could they pals over the heaps ot bodies 
cruſhed to death. The young monarch was vigor- 
ous and handiome, of a proud and lofty mien: fury 


and deſpair were ſeated in his eyes; he was like a 


beautiful horſe unbroke ; his courage drove him 
torwards at hazard, nor did wiſdom regulate his va- 
lour. He could neither rectify his faults, nor give 
exact orders, nor foreſce evils which threatened him, 
nor attach to hunlelt thoſe perſons for whom he had 

the 
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the greateſt occaſion. Not that he wanted genius; 
his capacity equalled his courage, but he had never 
been taught by adverſity. His diſpoſition, naturally 
good, had been poiſoned by the flattery of his maſ- 
ters. He was intoxicated with his power and good 
fortune ; and thought all muſt yield to his impetuous 
cdefires. The ſmalleſt oppoſition inflamed his rage: 
then away with reaſon; he was beſide himſelf : his 
furious pride transformed him into a lavage beaſt ; 
his native goodneſs and right reaſon quitted him that 
inſtant : his moſt faithful ſervants were compelled t 
fly ; and he loved thoſe only who flattered his pal. 
fions. Thus he raſhly took reſolutions in extremes, 
ever contrary to his true intereſt; and obliged every 
man of ſenſe and virtue to deteſt his frantic conduct. 
Long his valour ſupported him againſt the multitude 
of his enemies; but at laſt he was overwhelmed, I 
faw him fall : a Phoenician javelin pierced his breaſt; 
the reins dropped from his hands ; and he fell from 
his chariot under the horſes' feet. A Cyprian ſol- 
dier cut off his head, and ſeizing it by the hair, 
expoſed it triumphantly to the whole victorious army. 
I ſhall all my life remember the fight of that head 
flowing with blood; the eyes cloſed and: extinguiſh- 
ed; the viſage pale and disfigured; the mouth half. 
open, as if endeav ouring to complete its unfiniſhed 
words; and the hanghty and threatening air which 
death itſelf could not efface. While I hve, it will 
be depicted betore my eyes; and if ever the gods 
grant me to reign, 1 ſhall not forget, after ſo fatal 
an example, that a king is only worthy to command, 
and happy in his power, in proportion as he ſubmits 
to reaſon. Ah! how v retched the man deſtined to 
promote the public good, it maſter of ſo many lives 
only to make them miſerable! 


END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 


"> 


ARGUMENT OF THE THIRD BOOK, 


TELEMACHUS proceeds to relate that the ſucceſſor 


of Bocchoris reſtoring all the Tyrian priſoners, he 
(TELEMACHUS) was carried to Tyre on board the 
ſhip of NarBAL, who commanded the Tyrian fleet: 
that NARBaL deſcribed to him their king Po- 
MALION, from Thoſe avarice every thing was to 
be feared; and afterwards made him acquainted 
with all the regulations of the Tyrian commerce : 
that he was juſt going to embark on board a Cyprian 
veſſel, to ſail from the iſland of Cyprus to Ithaca, 
when PYGMALION diſcovering he Twas a foreigner, 
reſolved to detain him captive: that when he was 
thus reduced to the brink of ruin, ASTARBE, the 
tyrant's miſtreſs, had ſaved his life, in order to ſa- 
crifice, in his place, a young man who had incurred 
ver reſentment by treating her with contempt. 
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THE THIRD BOOK. 


ALY PSO liſtened with aſtoniſhment to words 
ſo traly wiſe. What chiefly pleaſed her, was to 
find TELEMACHUS ingenuouſlly recounting the faults 
he had committed through precipitation and want of 
due attention to the ſage MENTOR. She diſtinguiſhed 
ſurpriſing nobleneſs and magnanimity in this young 
man, who frankly accuſed himſelf, and ſeemed to 
have profited ſo much by his indiſcretions, as to 
become wiſe, provident, and moderate. Pro- 
ceed,” ſaid ſhe, my dear TELEMACHUSs; I am 
impatient to know how you quitted Egypt, and 
where you found again the ſage MENTOR, whole loſs 
you ſo juſtly regretted.” | 
TELEMACHUs thus reſumed his diſcourſe. © The 
moſt virtuous and loyal part of the Ægyptians being 
the weakeſt, and ſeeing their monarch ſlain, were 
conſtrained to ſubmit. A new king, called TER) 
MUTIS, was raiſed to the throne. The Phcoenicians, 
and the troops of Cyprus, withdrew, after having 
formed an alliance with the new ſovereign. He on 
his fide reſtored all the Phoenician priſoners, in which 


number I was included. Being releaſed from the 
tower, I embarked with the reſt, and hope once 


more began to dawn within my breaſt. A favour- 


able wind already ſwelled our fails ; the rowers cleft 


the foaming billows ; the vaſt ocean was covered 
with our ſhips; the mariners ſhouted with joy; the 
coaſt of Agypt ſeemed to fly far behind us; the 
hills and the mountains diminiſhed gradually. We 
now ſcarce beheld any thing but ſky and water, 
while the ſun, riſing, ſeemed to iſſue from the ocean 
with all his vivid fires: his rays gilded the tops of 
the mountains, ſtill viſible a little above the horizon i 
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and the whole heaven tinged with deep azure, pro- 
miſed a happy voyage. 

Though I had been ſent away as a Phoenician, no 
Phoenician on board knew me. NARBAL, who com- 
manded the ſhip wherein I was embarked, aſked me 
my name and country. From what town of Pha - 
nicia are you?“ ſaid he. I am not a Phoenician,” I 
replied; *but the Agyptians having taken me at fea 
on board a Phoenician veſſel, I have been kept pri- 


ſoner in Egypt as a Phoenician ; under that name 


1 have long ſuffered ; under that name I am now 


delivered.” © Of what country are you then?“ re- 
ſumed NARBAL. I thus replied: © I am TELEMA- 
cus, ſon of ULyssts, king of Ithaca in Greece: 
my father became renowned among all the kings who 
beſieged the city of Troy ; but the gods have not 
granted him to ſee his native country. I have ſought 
him in many realms; I, like him, am perſecuted 
by fortune; and you ſee in me an unfortunate 
youth, who ſighs only for the happineſs of return- 
ing to his friends, and finding his father.” NarBAL 
ſurveyed me with ſurprize; and thought he per- 
ceived in me certain happy traits, effects of heavenly 
donation, and not in the common run of mankind, 
Naturally generous and ſincere, he was touched 
with my misfortunes, and diſcourſed to me with a 
freedom and confidence divinely inſpired, to fave 
me from imminent danger. TELEMAcHvs,” ſaid 
he, „I doubt not what you have told me; I cannot 
doubt it: the mildneſs and virtue conſpicuous in your 
countenance, ſuffer me not to diſtruſt you. Nay, 
| perceive you are beloved by the gods, whom 1 
have always ſerved ; and alſo their will is that I 
ſhould likewiſe love you, as if you were my ſon. I 
will now give you falutary advice, and require of 
you ſecrecy only in return.” * Fear not,” ſaid I to 
him, „that I ſhall find any difficulty in keeping 
ſilence on every ſubject wherewith you ſhall entruſt 
me, Young though I be, I am old in the habit of 
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never diſcloſing my ſecret ; much leſs betraying, 
under any pretext, the ſecret of others.” * How 
have you been able,” ſaid he, “ to accuſtom your- 
ſelf to ſecrecy in ſuch early youth? I ſhould be glad 
to know by what means you acquired this quality, 
which is the foundation of the wiſeſt conduct, and 
without which all talents are uſeleſs.” “ When 
ULvyssEs,” I replied, “ departed on his expedition 
to Troy, he ſet me on his knees and preſſed me in his 
arms (as I have been informed): having kiſſed me 
tenderly, he directed to me theſe words, though be- 
yond my underſtanding : * O my ſon ! may the gods 
keep me from ſeeing thee again; may the ſhears 
of the Fates cut the thread of thy days, while ſcarcely 
formed, as the reaper with his fickle cuts a tender 
opening flower; may our enemies cruſh thee before 
the eyes of thy mother and myſelf, rather than thou 
ſhouldeſt one day be corrupted, and abandon the 
paths of virtue! O my friends,“ added he, “I leave 
with you this child, ſo very dear to me; carefully 
direct his infancy : if you love me, remove far from 
him pernicious flattery; teach him to vanquiſh him- 
ſelf: let him be like a young and tender plant, 
whoſe pliant bendings reſtore its ſtraightneſs. Above 
all, forget no means to render him juſt, beneficent, 
fincere, and truſty in keeping a ſecret. Whoever 
can lie is unworthy to be reckoned among men; 
whoever cannot keep ſilence is unworthy to govern.” 
I mention theſe words, becauſe they were carefully 
repeated to me often, and they have penetrated to 
the very bottom of my heart; often I repeat them 
to myſelf. My father's friends took care to exerciſe 
me in ſecrecy betimes : while yet in my tender 
years, they entruſted to me all the affliction they 
felt in ſeeing my mother expoſed to numerous 1n- 
ſolent pretenders, wanting to eſpouſe her. Thus 
I was treated as a reaſonable and truſty man. They 
diſcouried with me often on affairs of moment, and 


communicated to me the reſolutions taken to re- 


move 


move thoſe troubleſome ſutors. 
that they placed in me this confidence, by which I 
thought myſelf already a mai complete. Never did 
I abuſe it; never did a ſindle word eſcape me that 
might diſcover the ſmalleſt [ecret : the ſuitors often 
” endeavoured to draw me ind diſcourſe, hoping that 
a a child could not poſſibly conceal any circumſtance 
of importance he might hae heard or ſeen; but I 


OF TELEMACHUS. | 37 


T was charmed 


well knew to anſwer them wthour lying, yet without 
revealing what it was my duy not to diſcloſe.” 
NArBAL then ſpoke to tlis effect: “ You ſee, 
TELEMACHUS, the power f the Phoenicians, who 
are formidable to all the 1eighbouring nations by 
their numerous fleets. Tleir commerce, which ex- 
tends even to the Pillars of Jercules, furniſhes them 
wealth, ſurpaſſing that of th: molt flouriſhing nations. 
The great king SESOS TRV, who could never have 
vanquiſhed them by ſea found great difficulty in 
ſubduing them by land, with armies which had con- 
quered all the Eaſt: le impoſed on us a tribute, 
which we did not longſubmit to pay. The Phœni- 
cians were too rich ad too powerful to bear pa- 
tiently the yoke of ubjection. We reſumed our 
liberty; death did nc give SESOSTRIS time to finifh 
the war againſt us. True it is, we had every thing 
to fear, rather from 11s wiſdom than his power; but 
that power devolvig to his fon, who was void of 
wiſdom, we concluled we had nothing farther to 
apprehend. And, indeed, the Ægyptians, far from 
re-invading our cantry with hoſtile arms, in order 
again to ſubdue u, have been obliged to requeſt our 
aſſiſtance, to deliver them from their brutal, impious 
tyrant. We hay: been their deliverers: what glory 
in addition to tl: liberty and opulence of the Phœ- 
nicians ! But wkle we deliver others, we are flaves 
ourſelves. O JELEMACHUS ! beware of falling into 
the hands of ur king PYGMALION ; thoſe {cruel 
hands! bathec in the blood of Sicutvs, his ſiſter 
Dipo's huſbud. Divo, enflamed with the defire 


of 
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of revenge, eſcaped fom Tyre with ſeveral ſhips ; 
and, being followed by the majority of thoſe who re- 
garded liberty and virue, ſhe has founded a noble 
city called Carthage, qi the coaſt of Africa. P- 
MALION, tormented by inſatiable thirſt of riches, 
becomes more and mor: miſerable and hateful to his 
ſubjects. To be wealthy is criminal at Tyre: avarice 
renders him diſtruſtful, ſuſpicious, cruel : he perſe- 
cutes the rich, and he fars the poor. 
AI It 1s ſtill more crininal at Tyre to be virtuous : 
for to ſuch PYGMALI thinks himſelf inſufferable 
by his baſeneſs and injutice : Virtue condemns him; 
he hates and ill-treats 1er, Every thing diſturbs, 
frets, and conſumes hin ; afraid of his ſhadow, he 
ſleeps neither night nor (ay: to complete his miſery, 
the gods load him with riches which he dares not 
enjoy. What he covets o make him happy, is pre- 
ciſely what prevents his bing ſo. . He regrets what 
he beſtows; is always feaing loſſes; and torments 
himſelf to increaſe his walth. He is ſcarce ever 
ſeen, but is ſolitary, melanholy, dejected, in the 
{ecluded receſſes of his palce. Even his friends 
dare hardly approach him, for fear of becoming 
ſuſpected; a terrible guard, with ſwords drawn and 
pikes raiſed, continually ſurrou ds his palace. Thirty 
apartments communicate with ach other, each hav- 
ing an iron door and fix ſtong bolts: here he 
ſhuts himſelf up. It is never cnown in which of 
them he ſleeps; but it is affirmd he never ſleeps 
two nights ſucceſſively in the ſans, for fear of being 
aſſaſſinated. He neither knows te delights of plea- 
ſure, nor of friendſhip more delightful ſtill. If in- 
vited to engage in pleaſure, he is onſcious that flies 
far from him, and will not entei his heart. His 
hollow eyes fiercely gleam with cuel fire; inceſ- 
ſantly they roll on every fide : -liſtaing to the leaſt 
noiſe, he turns pale, is ſhocked, ant ſtands aghaſt; 
black corroding cares perpetually diſcolour his 
wrinkled face, He ſighs in filence, fetching deep 


groans 


r 
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groans from the bottom of his heart, unable to con- 


*X ceal the remorſe that preys on his vitals. The moſt 
= exquiſite viands diſguſt him: his children, far from 
being his hopes, excite his terrors; he has made 
them his moſt dangercus enemies. Not a moment 


during his whole life las he enjoyed ſecurity; he 


. f maintains himſelf only by ſhedding the blood of 


all thoſe he fears. Fool! not to perceive that cruelty 
in which he truſts will prove his ruin! Some one of 
his domeſtics, ſuſpicious is himſelf, will ſpeedily rid 
the world from ſuch a maſter. As for myſelf, I fear 
the gods; whatever be tie conſequence, I will be 
faithful to the king they have ſet over me. I had 
rather loſe my own life tian take away his, or be 
wanting in his defence. As for you, O TELEMA- 
cHus, beware of informiny him you are the fon of 
ULYSSES; for, in hopes that ULYssEs when return- 
ed to Ithaca would pay largdy for your ranſom, he 
would keep you in priſon.” 

« When we arrived at Tyre, I followed NarBaL's 
advice, and found all he had tou me ſtrictly true. I 
ſhould not have thought a mar could render him- 
felt ſo completely miſerable as PY6MALION ap- 
peared. - Surpriſed at a fight ſo frightful and un- 
uſual, I faid to myſelf: © Here is a man who has 
tought for happineſs ; this le expected from riches 
and abſolute power; he pcfeſſes all his wiſhes, yet 
by riches and power has made himſelf miſerable. 
Were he a ſhepherd, as I vas lately, he would be 
as happy as I have been he would enjoy the in- 
nocent pleaſures of the country, and that without 
remorſe, He would dread neither ſteel nor poiſon. 
He would love mankind, and be beloved. He 
would not poſſeſs this prodigious wealth, uſeleſs to 


him as the ſand, ſince he dares not touch it; but 


he would enjoy freely the fruits of the earth, nor 
feel any real want. Apparently he does whatever he 
pleaſes; but really this is otherwiſe : he does what 
pleaſes his ferocious paſſions, continually impelled by 

is 
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his avarice, his fear, or his ſaſpicion. He ſeems to 
be ruler of all other men, yei is not ruler of himſelf ; 
for he has ſo many maſters and executioners, as he 
has violent and unruly paſſions.” Theſe were my 
reflections concerning PyGvALION, without ſeeing 
him, for he never appeared; all that was ſeen, and 
that with fear, were thoſe lofty towers, day and night 
ſurrounded with guards, wherein he had ſhut himſelf 
up with his treaſures, as in:: priſon. I compared this 
inviſible king with SESOST FIS, ſo humane, ſo acceſ- 
fible, ſo affable, ſo eager to ſee ſtrangers, ſo ready 
to hear every body, and tc draw from the hearts of 
men that truth which i; concealed from kings. 
« SESOSTRIS,” ſaid I, „ feared nothing, and had 
nothing to fear; he appeared to his ſubje&s as to 
his children: whereas ths man dreads all, and has 
all to dread ; this wickec king 1s daily expoſed to a 
violent death, though in his inacceſſible palace, ſur- 
rounded with guards: on the contrary, the good 
king SEsosrRis lived in ſecurity amid throngs of 
people, as a tender parent in his own houſe encir- 
cled by his family.” 

PyY6MAL1on having ordered home the troops of 
the iſle of Cyprus, wh.ch had joined his in confe- | 
quznce of the alliance between the two nations, | 
NARBAL took this oppcrtunity to ſet me at liberty. | 
He paſſed me in review vmong the Cyprian ſoldiers ; 
for PY6MAL1oN was jeaous of the moſt trivial cir- 

| cumſtances. The foible of good-natured indolent 
| princes is to repoſe a blird confidence in corrupt and 
artful favourites ; the foble, of this tyrant, on the 

contrary, was to miſtruſt the moſt upright perſons. 

He was incapable of diſtinguiſhing honeſt and faith- 

ful men who act without diſguiſe, nor had he ſeen 

ſuch virtuous characters; for they ſeek not ſuch 

corrupt princes. Beſides, he detected in thoſe he 

had employed ſince his acceſſion to the throne, 10 

much diſſimulation and treachery, ſuch execrable 
vices diſguiſed under the appearance of virtue, that he 

le- 
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regarded all men, without exception, as knaves and 
! hypocrites : he thought there was no ſuch thing on 
* earth as ſincere virtue, and therefore conſidered all 
men as nearly equal. When he found a man falſe 
and corrupt, he gave himſelf no trouble to feek 
another, perſuaded he would be no better. Nay, 
the good were accounted by him worſe than the moſt 
* openly vicious ; becauſe he regarded them as equally 
abandoned, and more deceitful. 


To return to myſelf. I paſſed for a Cyprian, and 


* eſcaped the watchful ſuſpicion of the King. NarBAL 


trembled for fear, leſt I ſhould be diſcovered ; it 


would have coſt us our lives. He was incredibly 


impatient to ſee us gone, but contrary winds detained 


us long at Tyre. This delay J improved, to become 


acquainted with the manners of the Phoenicians, a 
people ſo famous among all nations. I admired the 
happy ſituation of Tyre, on an ifland ſurrounded 
by the fea. The neighbouring coaſt is admirable 
for its fertility, for the exquiſite fruits it produces, 
for the number of towns and villages almoſt touch- 
ing one another, and laſtly for the temperature of 
the climate ; being ſcreened by mountains from the 
ſcorching ſouth winds, and fanned by the north wind 
that blows from the ſea. It lies at the foot of Le- 
banon, whole lofty top piercing the clouds, rifes 
to the ſtars : everlaſting ice covers its brow ; rivers 
{welled by ſnow fall like torrents from the rocks ſur- 
rounding its ſummit, Beneath 1s ſeen a vaſt foreſt of 
ancient cedars, that ſeem aged as the ground on 
which they ſtand, whoſe lofty branches almoſt reach 
the clouds. Below the foreſt, toward the bottom of 
the mountain, are rich paſtures : here the lowing 
bulls roam; and ſheep bleating with their tender 
lambs friſk on the graſs: here ſtream a thouſand rills 
of water, clear and tranſparent. In fine, the foot 
of the mountain is paſtures like a garden ; ſpring 
and autumn unite their dominion to mingle flowers 
and fruits, The peſtilent breath of the ſouth, that 
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parches and burns up all things, or the boiſterous 
blaſt of the north, dares not tarniſh the lively colours 
that decorate this garden. Near this delightful coaſt 
riſes in the ſea that iſland on which the city of 
Tyre is built. That great city ſeems to float on 
the ſurface of the waters, and to be queen of the 
whole ſea. Merchants from all parts of the world 
reſort to it; and its own inhabitants are themſelves the 
moſt renowned merchants in the univerſe. On enter- 
ing Tyre, one is ready to imagine it not a city apper- 
taining to one particular people; but the common 
city of all nations, and the centre of their commerce. 
It has two vaſt moles ſtretching out into the ſea like 
two arms, and extending round a vaſt harbour, ſecure 
againſt all winds, Here appears a foreſt of maſts ; 
and veſſels in ſuch numbers, that the water on which 
they float 1s ſcarce viſible. All the citizens apply 
themſelves to commerce; nor do great riches diſ- 
ouſt them againſt the labour neceſſary to increaſe 
their wealth. On all fides is ſeen fine linen of 
Ægypt, and twice-dyed Tyrian purple, of marvellous 
beauty: ſo durable is this double dye, time cannot 
efface it; it is uſed in cloth of fine wool, which 
they adorn with gold and ſilver embroidery. The 
Pheenicians trade with all nations, even to the ſtraits 
of Gades ; have penetrated into the vaſt ocean that 
ſurrounds the earth : have extenſively navigated 
the Red Sea; and by this track they viſit un- 
known iflands, bringing home gold, ſpices, and 
divers animals, not found elſewhere. I was never 
ſatiate with ſurveying the magnificent ſpectacle of 
that great city, where all was in motion. There I 
ſaw none of thoſe idle curious perſons, as in Grecian 
cities, who are ſecking news in the forum, or gaz- 
ing at ſtrangers who arrive in the port: but the 
men are conſtantly buſied in unloading their ſhips, 
tranſporting or lelling their merchandize, regulating 
their warehouſes, and keeping accurate accounts of 
what is due from their foreign correſpondents: ;.. the 
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women are conſtantly employed in ſpinning wool, 
making deſigns for embroidery, or folding rich ſtuffs, 
« Whence 1s it,“ faid I to NAREAL, * that the 
Phœnicians have engroſſed the whole commerce of 
the world, thus enriching themſelves at the expence 
of all other nations?“ „ You lee the reaſon,” he re- 
plied; * Tyre is happily ſituated for commerce; our 
country has the glory of having invented naviga- 
tion. The Tyrians were the firſt (if credit may be 
given to tradition from remotelt ages) who ruled the 
waves, long before the age of Typhis and the Argo- 
nauts, ſo vaunted in Greece, They were the firſt, 
I fay, who dared expoſe themſelves in a frail veſſel 
to the mercy of the winds and waves; who founded 
the depths of the ocean; who obſerved the diſtant 
ſtars, according to Ægyptian and Babylonian prin- 
ciples; in fine, who united ſo many nations which 
the ſea had ſeparated. The Tyrians are induſtrious, 
patient, laborious, cleanly, ſober, and frugal ; they 
have a ſtrict police; they are in unity among them- 
ſelves; never was a people more firm and ſteady, 
more ſincere, more loyal, more truſty, more eaſy 
to ſtrangers. Without ſeeking other cauſes, theſe 
have given them the empire of the fea, and ren- 
dered commerce ſo flouriſhing in their port. Should 
diſcord and jealouſy enter among them; ſhould they 
he ſoftened by luxury and floth ; ſhould the firſ᷑men 
in the nation deſpiſe labour and frugality ; ſhould the 
arts ceaſe to be honourable; ſhould good faith toward 
ſtrangers fail; ſhould the leaſt alteration be made in 
their principles of free trade; ſhould they neglect 
their manufactures, or forbear to advance the ſums 
neceſſary to perfect their commodities, each in its 
kind; you would ſoon ſee the fall of this power. you 
now ſo much admire.” „But,“ ſaid I, © explain to 
me the proper methods of eſtabliſhing one day in 
Ithaca a like commerce.” He replied, © Do as they 
do here; receive readily and kindly all ſtrangers 
ict them find in your havens ſecurity, convenience, 
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and entire liberty ; never be miſled by avarice or 
pride. The true ſecret of gaining greatly is to for- 
bear great gains, and to know how to loſe judiciouſly 
on occaſion. Acquire the love of ſtrangers ; over- 
look ſome things on their part ; beware of exciting 
jealouſy by your haughtineſs; ſteadily obſerve che 
rules of commerce, let them be ſimple and eaſy; 
accuſtom your people to invariable adherence to 
them; puniſh ſeverely fraud, remiſſneſs, and ex- 
travagance in merchants, which ruin commerce, by 
2 thoſe engaged in it: above all, avoid cramp- 

ing trade, to make it favour your particular views. 
Rather let a prince not be concerned in trade, but 
leave its whole profits to his ſubjects, who take the 
pains ; otherwiſe he will diſcourage them. He will 
derive advantage enough from it, by the great 
wealth it will bring into his dominions. Commerce 
is like certain ſprings, which, if diverted from their 
old channel, become dry. Only profit and conveni- 
ence bring firangers i into a country: if the convent- 
ence and profit of traffic be diminiſhed, they withdraw 
inſenſibly, and never return; becauſe, other ſtates, 
taking advantage of your imprudence, attract them, 

and ſoon accuſtom them to think no more of you. I 
muſt even acknowledge that lately the glory of Tyre 
has been declining. O! had you ſeen it, my dear 
TELEMACHUS, before the reign of PY6MAL10N, you 
would have been much more ſurpriſed: now you 
ſee only the ſad remains of almoſt ruined greatneſs. 
O wretched Tyre! into what hands art thou fallen! 
Formerly the ſea brought thee tribute from every na- 
tion in the world. 

«© PYGMALION dreads every thing both from 
ſtrangers and his own ſubjects. Inſtead of opening 
his ports in full liberty, according to ancient uſage, 
to all, even the remoteſt nations; he inſiſts on know- 
ig the number of ſhips that enter them, their 
country, the names of all on board, their kind of 


trade, the price and ſpecies of their merchandize, 


and 
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and the time they muſt remain at Tyre. He does 
= worſe, he employs craft to enſnare the merchants, and 
= confiſcate their goods. He diſturbs thoſe merchants 
he ſuppoſes the moſt wealthy; introducing new im- 
poſts, under various pretexts: he will be a merchant 


himſelf, and every body fears to deal with him. 


Thus commerce languiſhes. Strangers forget by de- 


grees the way to Tyre, formerly ſo familiar to them; 
and, if PY6MALION does not alter his conduct, our 


power and glory mult ſoon paſs from us to a people 


Y3 


better governed than we.” I then aſked NarBAL 
by what means the Tyrians had rendered themſelves 


ſo powerful at ſea; for I wiſhed to know all that con- 


duces to the good government of a kingdom. We 


have,” ſaid he, “the foreſts of Lebanon, which ſup- 


ply us with ſhip-timber, and we carefully reſerve 
them for that uſe; they are never felled but for 
public neceſſities. For building (hips, we have the 
advantage of able workmen.” How,“ ſaid I, * did 
you procure theſe workmen *” © They were formed,” 
he replied, “ by degrees in the country. When 
thoſe who excel in arts are rewarded, ſome artizans 
are always found who carry them to high perfection; 
for men of {kill and ingenuity never fail of applying 
themſelves to arts with which the greateſt advan- 
tages are connected. Here we treat hononrably thoſe 
who ſucceed in the arts, and in the ſciences that im- 
prove navigation. We highly eſteem a good geome- 
trician, or an able aſtronomer : a pilot eminent in 
his way, is richly rewarded; a good carpenter is 
not deſpiſed, but is well paid and well treated: dex- 
terous rowers too are ſure of rewards proportionate to 
their ſervices; they are well ted ; if fick, carefully 
attended ; and their wives and families conſidered 
in their abſence. If they periſh by ſhipwreck, their 
loſs is compenlated to their families. After having 
ſerved a certain limited time, they are diſmiſſed to 
their homes. By theſe means there are always enough. 
Fathers are glad to bring up their ſons in fo good 
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a calling; and therefore in early youth ſpeedily teach 
them to handle the oar, to manage the tackle, and 
to diſregard tempeſts. Thus are men led, without 
conſtraint, by rewards and good order. Authority 
alone never ſucceeds, nor is ſubmiſſion ſufficient ; 


men's hearts mult be won, and their advantage ſhewn | 
them in that wherein their exertions are required.“ 


After this converſation, NARBAL conducted me to 
view all the magazines, arſenals, and artizans con- 
cerned in ſhip-building. I requeſted the detail of 
every thing ; and I wrote down all my information, 
for fear of forgetting ſome uſeful circumſtance. 

In the mean time NARBAL, who knew Pryc- 


MALI1ON, and loved me ſincerely, waited my de- 


parture with extreme impatience, fearing I might 
be diſcovered by the tyrant's ſpies, who were day 
and night going about the city ; but the winds till 
prevented our embarkation. While employed in 
attentively examining the harbour, and queſtioning 
divers merchants, we ſaw advance one of PyY6MA- 
LION's officers, who thus accoſted NARBAL : The 
king has juſt learned, by a captain of one of the 
ſhips returned from Ægypt with you, that you have 
brought a ſtranger, who paſſes for a Cyprian: he 
orders him to be apprehended, that his country 
may be known with certainty ; you muſt anſwer it, 
on pain of death.” At that inſtant I was at a little 
diſtance, cloſely examining the proportions ob- 


ſerved by the Tyrians in conſtructing a ſhip lately 


built (which, faid they, by her accuracy in all her 
parts, is the beſt failer ever {een in the harbour), and 
aſking queſtions of the builder who had regulated her 
dimenſions. NAREBAL, dilconcerted and alarmed, 
made anfwer : „I will immediately ſeek this ſtranger, 
of the iſſe of Cyprus,” But no ſooner had he loſt 
ſight of the officer, than he came running to warn 
me of my danger. My dear TELEMACHus,“ ſaid 
he, I but too certainly foreſaw it; we are undone ! 
The king, tortured day and night by bis diſtruſt, 
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ſuſpects you are no Cyprian: he orders you to 


be arreſted; I muſt deliver you up to him, or loſe 
my head. O gods ! what ſhall we do! inſpire us with 
wiſdom to extricate ourſelves from this danger! TE“ 
LEMACHUS, I muſt carry you to the king's palace; 


maintain ſtoutly that you are a Cyprian, of the city 
Amalontum, ſon of a ſtatuary of Venus; I will pro- 
teſt that I formerly knew your father : perhaps the 
king, without enquiring deeply into the matter, will 
let you go. I ſee no other expedient to ſave your life 
and mine.” My reply to NarBar was: I am 
devoted to deſtruction ; leave unhappy me to pe- 
riſh : my dear NARBAL, I fear not death, and am 


too greatly obliged by you to engage you in my miſ- 


' fave it by falſehood.” 


fortune. I cannot prevail on myſelf to lie. I am no 
Cyprian, nor will I affirm that I am. The gods wit- 
nels my fincerity : they may preſerve my lite by in- 
terpoſing their power, if they will; but I will not 
To this NARBAL replicd : 
There is nothing criminal, TELEMAcUus, in ſuch 
a lie; the gods themſelves cannot condemn it; 
nobody will ſuffer by it; it will ſave the lives of 
two innocent perſons: the king is deceived, merely 
to prevent his committing a heinous crime. You 
carry too far the love of virtue, and the fear of 
wounding religion.” It is enough,” ſaid I, “that 
tallchood is falſehood, to render it unworthy a man 
who ſpeaks in the preſence of the -gods, and whole 
conſtant duty is truth. Who injures truth, offends 
the gods; and wounds himſelf, by ſpeaking againſt 
his conſcience. Forbear, NARBAL, to propoſe what 
is unworthy of you and me. It the gods compaſ- 
ſionate us, they can eaſily deliver us; if their will 
is that we periſh, we ſhall fall the victims of truth, 
and leave mankind an example of preferring un- 
blemiſh<d virtue to long life. Mine is already too 
long, being to unfortunate. For you alone, my dear 


NARBAL, Iam heartily concerned: alas! that your 


lriendſhip for an unhappy ſtranger ſhould have been 


{0 


84 THE ADVENTURES 


fo fatal to you !” Thus we conteſted a conſiderable 


time. At laſt we ſaw a man come running up to us, | 
out of breath: he was another. of the king's officers, | 


difpatched from AsTARBE. This woman was beau- 


tiful as a goddeſs : to her perſonal charms ſhe united 
mental accompliſhments ; being ſprigbtly, obliging, 


infinuating. With theſe deceitful allurements, her } 
heart, like the ſyrens, was cruel and full of maltg- } 


nity ; but ſhe knew how to diſguiſe her corrupt de- 


rr 


pravity by profound diſnmulation. Her beauty, her 


wit, her fine voice, her {kill in touching the lyre, 
had captivated the heart of PY6MALION; who, 
blinded by his paſhon for her, had forſaken his queen 
Torna, and thought only of gratifying the defies 
of the ambitious AsTrarBe. Love for this woman 
was almoſt equally fatal to him as exceſſive ava- 
rice; but, notwithſtanding his violent paſſion for her, 
ſhe had nothing but averſion and contempt for him. 
Yet ſhe concealed her real ſentiments, and pretended 
to live for him only, at the ſame time ſhe abhorred 
him. There was at Tyre a young Lyctian, named 
MaLacuon, of extraordinary beauty; but ſoft, effe- 
minate, and ſunk in pleaſures. His only ſtudy was 
to preſerve the delicacy of his complexion ; to adjutt 
his fine flaxen hair, that overſpread his ſhoulders ; to 
ſcent himſelf with perfumes ; to fold with graceful 
air his flowing robe; and to chaunt his amours to the 
lyre. ASTARBE faw, and loved him to diſtraction. 
But he diſdained her, being enamoured of another 
woman: beſides, he feared expoſing himſelf to the 
cruel jealouſy of the king. AsSTARBE ſeeing herfelt 
ſlighted, gave way to vengeance. In her deſpair, the 
imagined ſhe might make MALAchox paſs for the 
ſtranger whom the king wanted to ſee, and whom, 
ſhe was told, NARBAL had brought. She actually 
thus per ſuaded Py GMALION, at the ſame time brib- 
ing all who might have undeceived him. As he 
regarded not good men, nor knew how to diſtinguiſh 
them, all. about him were mercenary and artful, ready 
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to execute his ſanguinary and tyrannical commands. 
Such characters alſo dreaded the authority of As- 
TARBE, and helped her to deceive the king; left 
they ſhould incur the diſpleaſure of this haughty wo- 
man, who entirely engroſſed his confidence. Thus 
MALAcnon, though known by the whole city to 


| be a Cretan, paſſed for the young ſtranger whom 


NARBAL had brought from Ægypt, and was im- 


priſoned. ASTARBE, fearing NARBAL ſhould repair 
to the king, and thereby diſcover the impoſture, ſent 
the officer with all ſpecd to him with this meſ- 
ſage: © As TARRE forbids your informing the king 
who is that ſtranger in your company; ſhe re- 
quires of you only ſilence; and promiſes to ſatisfy 
the king with regard to you : but haſtily embark 
among the Cyprians your young ſtranger from Ægypt, 
that he be no more ſeen in the city.” NARBAL, trafl- 
ported that he could thus fave both his own life and 
mine, promiſed ſecrecy ; and the officer, ſatisfied 
with having obtained what he wanted, returned to 
ASTARBE to relate the execution of his commiſſion. 
NARBAL and I united in admiring the goodneſs 
of the gods in rewarding our fincerity, and their 
tender care of thoſe who hazard all for virtue. We 
were ſtruck with horror at a king given up to plea- 
ſure and avarice. He who fo exceſſively fears being 
deceived,” ſaid we, ©* deſerves to be, and generally 
is, very groſsly deceived. Diftruſtful of the upright, 
he confides unreſervedly in miſcreants; the very per- 
ſon from whom facts are hidden. Obſerve Py6Mas 
LION, that toy of a woman loſt to ſhame. However, 
the gods direct the falſehood of the vile to ſave the 
worthy, who would rather die than utter falſehood.“ 
In the mean time we perceived the wind was 
changed, and become favourable for the Cyprian 
fleet. The gods,” cried NARBAL, take our 
part; they determine to remove you from danger: 
fly this cruel and accurſed land. Happy he who 
could follow you to regions the moſt unknown! 


happy 
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happy he who could live and die with you! But 
cruel deſtiny confines me to this unhappy country; 
with it muſt I ſuffer, and perhaps be buried under its 
ruins: no matter, provided I ſpeak always truth, and 
my heart loves only rectitude. As for you, my dear 
TELEMAchus, I pray the gods, who lead you as it 
were by the hand, to beſtow on you the molt pre- 
cious of all gifts, pure and unſpotted virtue, to the 
end of your days. May you hve, return to Ithaca, 
comfort PENELOPE, and deliver her from thoſe in- 
ſolent ſuitors! May your eyes fee, and your arms 
embrace, the ſage ULyssts; and may he find in 
you a fon equal to himſelf in wiſdom. But amid 
your happineſs forget not the unhappy NArBAL, nor 
ever ceaſe to love me.“ When he had thus ſpoken, 
I ſhed a flood of tears, without reply; profound 
ſighs prevented my words: we embraced | in ſilence. 
He accompanied me to the ſhip; he continued on 
the ſhore; nor, when the veſſel departed, did we 
ceale earneſtly looking at cach other, till totally out 
of ſight. 


ARGUMENT OF THE FOURTH BOOK.” 


CALYSPSO interrupts TELEMACHUS, that he may 
take ſome repoſe. MENTOR reproves him in ſecret for 
having undertaken to relate his adventures, but at 
the ſame time bids him proceed in his recital ſince he 
bad begun. TELEMACHvus fells bow he bad a dream 
in his paſſage from Tyre to the iſie of Cyprus, in 
which he ſaw MINERVA protecting bim again/t 
Venus and Cupip: that he afterwards imagined 
he ſaw MENTOR, who exhorted ſpeedily to quit the 
le of Cyprus: that, when he awoke, the ſhip would 
have been loſt ina ſtorm, had he not taken the ma- 
nagement of the helm himſelf ; for that the Cyprians, 
being intoxicated with wine, were altogether in- 
capable of ſaving her : that, upon his arrival in the 
and, be had ſeen examples of the moſt dangerous 
and contagious nature; but that HAZAatrL, a Sy- 
rian, whoſe ſlave MENTOR was become, happening 
alſo to be there, had re-united the two Greeks, and 
carried them with him on board his ſhip to Crete: 
and that in the paſſage they bad been highly delight 
ed with ſeeing AMPHITRITE in her car, araton by 
fea-horſes, 
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THE FOURTH BOOK. 


ALYPSO, who had thus far heard TELEMA- 
CHUS recount his adventures with the utmoſt 
attention and tranſport, now interrupted him, that 
he might take a little repoſe. ce It is time,“ ſaid 
ſhe, „that you ſhould taſte the pleaſure of reſt after 
ſuch fatigue. You have nothing here to fear; all is 
kindneſs : give yourſelf up to joy; reliſh the quiet, 
and all the other gifts of the gods, which abundantly 
await you. To-morrow, when Aurora with her 
roſy fingers ſhall begin to unlock the gilded gates of 
the eaſt, and the horſes of the ſun, iſſuing from the 
briny waves, ſhall diffuſe the light of day, driving 
before them all the ſtars of heaven, you ſhall reſume 
the recital of your misfortunes. Never did your father 
equal your wiſdom and courage. Neither AcHiL- 
LES, who vanquiſhed HteToR ; nor THESEUS, who 
returned from the infernal regions; nor even the 
great ALCIDES, who delivered the earth from ſo 
many monſters, ever diſcovered ſuch fortitude and 
proweſs as you. May balmy fleep make this night 
ſeem ſhort to you. But, alas! how tedious will it 
ſeem to me ! how ſhall I long to ſee you again, to 
hear you, to make you repeat what I already know, 
and to enquire of what I do not know ! Withdraw, 
my dear TELTMAcRus, with the ſage MENTOR, 
whom the gods have reſtored to you, withdraw into 
this retired grotto, where all 1s prepared for your re- 
pole. May Morpheus ſhed his gentleſt ſlumbers on 
your weary eyes, transfuſe into every fatigued mem- 
ber a divine balm, and ſend you pleaſant dreams; 
which, fluttering about you, may amuſe your ſenſes 
wich the mot agreeable images, and drive far away 
all that might too early awake you.” The goddeſs 
herſelf 
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herſelf conducted TxLEMAacnvs into the detached 
grotto ; not leſs ruſtic, not leſs agreeable than her 
own. A fountain iſſuing from one corner, by its 
gentle murmurs, invited "repoſe. The nymphs had 
prepared two beds of a foft verdure, overſpread with 
two fine ſkins; that of a lion for TELEMacnvus, 
that of a bear for MERNTOR. 

Before Mx rox ſuffered fleep to cloſe his eyes, 
he thus addreſſed TzLEMAacnuus : © The pleature 
of recounting your hiftory has mifled you ; you 
have charmed the goddeſs by delcribing the dan- 
gers from which you have been delivered by your 
courage and dexterity : thus have you further in- 
flamed her paſſion ; and prepared for yourſelf a 
more dangerous captivity. How can you hope ſhe 
will ſuffer you to quit her iſland, you who have en- 
chanted her by the recital of your adventures ? From 
the love of vain glory you have ſpoken without pru- 
dence. She had engaged to relate events to you, and 
to inform you of the fate of ULYssts; ſhe contrived 
to ſpeak long without relating any thing, yet has 
induced you to inform her of all ſhe wanted to 
know : ſuch is the art of deceitful women who in- 
dulge their paſſions. When, O TELIEMuAchus, will 
you be ſo wile as not to ſpeak from vanity ; but 
to conceal whatever tends to your praite, when uſe- 
leſs to diſcloſe it? Others admire your wiſdom, at 
an age when its abſence is pardonable; for me, I 
cannot pardon you any thing; I only know you, 
and love you ſo, as to warn you of all your faults. 
How far ſhort are you yet of your father's wiſdom !” 
% What then,” laid TELEMAcnvus, „ could I refuſe 
CAL so the recital of my misfortunes?“ „ No,“ 
replied MENTOR, „you might relate them; but 
you ought to have done it by repeating, only what 
would excite her compaſſion. You might have told 
her that you had wan dered from place to I lace, had 
been priſoner in Sicily, and in Agvpt., This was 
enough to have related. The reſt has feried only to 
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increaſe the poiſon that preys on her heart. May 
the gods preſerve yours from the like infection!“ 
e But,” ſaid TELEMAcnvs, with an humble ſub— 
miſhve accent, „What ſhall Ido?“ © It is now too 
late,” replied MENTOR, “ to conceal from her what 
remains of your adventures: ſhe already knows ſo 
much of them, as not to be deceived with reſpect 
to what follows; your reſerve would only inflame 
her : complete therefore to-morrow your account of 
what the gods have done in your favour, and learn 
another time to {peak more modeſtly of all which 
reſpecting yourſelf may excite applacſe.” This advice 
TELEMACHUs received in friendſhip, and both went 
to reſt. 

No ſooner had Phoebus diffuſed his firſt rays on 
the earth, than MEN ro, hearing the goddeſs call 
her nymphs in the wood, awoke TELEMACHUs. © It 
is time,“ ſaid he, “to vanquiſh ſleep ; come, let us 
return to CALVY SO: but be wary of her ſmooth 
ſpeeches; open not your heart to her; dread the 
flattering poiſon of her praiſe. Yeſterday ſhe extol- 
led you above your ſage father, the invincible 
AcHILLEs, the renowned THEsEus, and HERCULES 
exalted to a god. Were not you ſenſible how extra- 
vagant were theſe praiſes ? did you believe what ſhe 
ſaid ? Be aſſured ſhe did not even believe it herſelf. 
She praiſes you, only becauſe ſhe thinks you weak, 
and vain enough to ſuffer impoſition by praiſes diſ- 
proportioned to your actions.” 

After this diſcourſe, they went to where the god- 
deſs awaited them. She ſmiled on ſeeing them; dit- 
guiſing, under apparent joy, the fear and uncaſineſs 
that agitated her heart: for ſhe foreſaw that TELE - 
MACHUS, conducted by MEtxTor, would eſcape 
her like er ssEks. Come, ſaid he, IELE- 
„Achus, quickly ſatisfy my curioſity; I thought 
all night that I ſaw you departing from Phcenicia, 
and lecking your deſtiny in the ifland of Cyprus : 
relate then, without lots of time, what occurred in 
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that voyage.” Then they ſat down on the graſs, 
interſperſed with violets, under the ſhade of a thick 
grove, 

_ CaLypeso could not refrain from continually caſt- 
ing on TELEMAcnvs tender and paſſionate glances, 
nor from indignation on obſerving that MENTOR 
noticed the leaſt motion of her eye. All the nymphs 
leaned forward, liſtening in filence, forming a kind 
of ſemicircle, the better to hear and ſee : the eyes of 
the whole company were ſtedfaitly fixed on the young 
TzLEMAchus, who, with downcaſt eyes, gracefully 
bluſhing, reſumed the ſequel of his (tory. 

& Scarce had a novels gale of favourable wind 
filled our fails, when the coaſt of Phœnicia began to 
diſappear. Being among Cyprians, of whoſe manners 
J was ignorant, I reſolved on filence, and obſerva- 
tion of all that paſted ; and to act with the utmoſt 
diſcretion to acquire their eſteem. While thus ſilent, 
a deep and gentle ſleep inſenſibly overcame me; my 
ſenſes were bound and ſuſpended; profound quiet 
and joy intoxicated my heart. Suddenly I thought 
I ſaw VENUS cleaving the clouds, in her car drawn 
by two doves. She potletted that ſplendid beauty, 
that blooming youth, thote tender graces, which 
adorned her when fpringing from the ocean's froth, 
and when ſhe dazzled the eyes of JurIirER himſelf. 
With rapid flight the deſcended at once cloſe by 
me, laid her hand with a ſmile on my ſhoulder, and 
calling me by name, ſhe thus addreſſed me: Young 
Greek, thou art about to enter my empire; thou wilt 
ſoon arrive in that happy iſland, where pleaſures, 
ſports, and wanton frolics, rile at my ſteps. There 
ſhalt thou burn incenſe on my altars, there will I 
plunge thee in a flood of delights. Open thine heart 
to molt flattering hopes ; and beware of reſiſting the 
molt powerful of all goddefles, who wills thy happi- 
neſs.” Art the fame time 1 perceived the boy Cu- 
PID, flapping his wings, and fluttering about his mo- 
ther. Though his countenance exhibited the tender- 
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neſs, the ſprightlineſs, and graces of childhood; he 
had in his piercing eyes a certain ſomething chat 
frightened me. When he looked at me, he laughed ; 
his laughter was malicious, ſcornful, and cruei. From 
his golden quiver he drew his ſharpeſt arrow, bent bis 
bow, and was about to wound me; when MINERVA 
{ſuddenly appeared, and covered me with her ægis. 
The countenance ot this goddeſs had not that effemi- 
nate beauty, that amorous languiſhment, which I had 
remarked in Venus. Her beauty was, on the contrary, 
modeſt, negligent, unaneted! all was noble, grave, 
ſtately, ſpirited, and majeſtic. Cueip's arrow, unable 
to 1 the ets, fell to the ground: enraged, he 
ſobbed bitterly ; al hamed to ſee himfelf thus baffled. 
9% Away,” cried Minerva, away, raſh boy! 
never wilt thou ſubdue any but effeminate fouls, who 
prefer chine infamous ple alures to wiſdom, virtue, 
and glory.” At theie words, off flew Coeip in a 
rage; and VENus re- -aſcending toward Olympus, | 
long beheld her car with the two doves, in a cloud 
of gold and azure, ere ſhe diſappeared. Afterward 
looking toward the ground, I no longer found Mi— 
NERVA. Then methought I was tranſported into a 
delicious garden, ſuch as the Elyſian Fields are de- 
{cribed : dere I found MENTOR, who thus accoſted 
me: „Fly from this cruel land, this peſtilent iſle, 
where every breath 1s pleaſure. Virtue the moſt reſo- 
lute muſt tremble in it, and can fave itſelf only by 
flight.“ When I faw him, I wiſhed to throw my- 
ſelf on his neck, to en abrace him: but I found my 
feet unable to move; my knees bent under me; my 
hands, endeavouring to hold MENTOR, graſped a 
vain ſhade which ever cluded me. Thele efforts 
awakened me, and I perceived that this myſterious 
dream was 2 heavenly warning. I found myſelf ful! 
of intrepidity againſt pleaſure, of ſelf- d lifdence, and 
deteſtation of the effeminate life of the Cyprians. 
But what ſhocked me to the heart, was, that I 
thought MExrok had loſt his life, and having 
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croſſed the Stygian lake, was now in the happy 
retreat of juſt ſpirits. This idea made me ſhed a 
flood of tears. Being aſked wherefore I wept ? 
Tears, ſaid I, become but too well an unhappy 
ftranger, who wanders without hope of ſeeing again 
his native country.” Now all the Cyprians on board 
abandoned themſelves to a madneſs of joy : the 
rowers, averſe to labour, ſlept on their oars ; the 
pilot forſook the helm, crowned himſelf with flowers, 
and holding in his hand a large goblet of wine, 
which he had almoſt emptied, he and all the reſt, 
excited to madneſs by Bacchus, ſung in honour of 
Venus and Cupid verſes that muſt have ſhocked to 
horror all who regarded virtue, While they thus 
forgot the dangers of the ſea, a ſudden tempeſt 
overcaſt both the ſky and ocean, The winds, un- 
chained, howled furiouſly among the ſails ; the ſhip 
groaned under the gloomy waves that beat over her. 
Sometimes we rode the top of {ſwelling billows ; 
ſometimes the ſea, opening, ſeemed to forſake the 
veſſel, and to whelm us in the abyſs. We perceived, 
at no great diſtance, rocks againſt which the waves 
broke with horrid noiſe. Then J found, by expe- 
rience, what MENTOR had often told me, that 
effeminate men, devoted to pleaſure, are void of 
courage when in danger. All our Cyprians, de- 
ſpondent, wept like women. Nothing was heard but 
bitter exclamations, regrets for the pleaſures of lite, 
vain promiſes of ſacrifices to the gods, might they but 
make their port. Not a perſon had preſence of mind 
enough left to work the veſſel, or to direct her. It 
then appeared to me my duty, in ſaving my own life, 
to ſave that of others. I took the helm; for the pilot, 
intoxicated with wine like a Bacchanal, was inca- 
pable of knowing the veſſel's danger. I animated 
the deſponding ſailors, and ordered to furl the fails. 
Then, vigorouſly plying their oars, we paſſed be- 
tween the rocks, in clole view of all the horrors of 


death, This deliverance appeared like a dream to 
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all thoſe who owed to me their lives; they gazed on 
me with amazement. 

We arrived in the ifle of Cyprus in that month 
of ſpring conſecrated to VENUS. © This ſeaſon,” 
ſaid the Cyprians, “ peculiarly ſuits the goddeſs ; for 
it ſeems to animate all nature, giving birth to plea- 
{ures, as to flowers.” When arrived | in the iſland, I 
found the air ſo ſoft, as to render the body fluggiſh 
and inactive; but it inſpired a humour wanton and 
frolic. I obſerved too that the country, naturally 
fertile and agreeable, lay uncultivated, ſo averſe were 
the inhabitants to labour. All around I ſaw women 
and young girls, gaily dreſſed, going to the temple of 
VENnus to devote themſelves to her ſervice, ſinging 
her praiſes as they went: grace, beauty, joy, and 
pleaſure, equally ſhone in all their countenances : 
but their graces were too affected; one ſaw not that 
noble ſimplicity, that amiable modeſty, which 1s the 

reatcſt attraction of beauty. Their ſtudied ſoftneſs, 
their practiſed and artful countenances, their gaudy 
attire, their languid gait, their looks, ſtriving to 
catch thoſe of the other ſex, their jealous emulation 
to excite violent paſhons ; in a word, all I ſaw in 
thele women ſeemed vile and deſpicable : by their 
very labour to pleaſe, they diſguſted me. 

I was conducted to a temple of the goddeſs : ſhe 
has many in the iſland ; and is particularly honoured 
at Cythera, Idalium, and Paphos. It was to Cythera 
I was conducted. The temple is entirely of marble, 
and is a perfect periſtile. It is a very majeſtic edi- 
fice, the columns being large and lofty :- above the 
architrave and frize, on each front are grand pedi— 
ments, in which are repreſented, in bas relief, all 
the moſt pleaſant adventures of the goddeſs. At the 
gate of the temple is continually a crowd of people, 
come to make their offerings. No victim is ever ſlain 
within the ſacred precincts of the temple; nor is the 
fat of heifers and bulls (as in other temples) con- 
ſumed by fire; nor their blood ſhed. The beaſts to 

be 


OF TELEMACHUS. 39 


be offered are only preſented at the altar; and none 
can be ſo preſented but ſuch as are young, white, and 
without blemiſh. They are covered with fillets of 
purple embroidered with gold; their horns gilt, 
and adorned with chaplets of odoriferous flowers. 
After having been preſented before the altar, they are 
conveyed to a place apart and ſlaughtered for the 
entertainment of the prieſts. All forts of perfumed 
liquors are alſo offered, and wine more delicious 
than nectar. The prieſts are clad in long whine 
robes, with golden girdles, and fringes of gold at 
the bottom of their robes. Day and night are burnt 
on the altars the moſt exquiſite perfumes of the 
Eaſt, which form a cloud as they aſcend to heaven. 
All the columns of the temple are adorned with 
pendent feſtoons; all the veilels uſed in ſacrifice 
are of gold; a ſacred wood of myrtles ſurrounds 
the edifice. None but young men and damſels of 
ſingular beauty can preſent victims to the prieſts, or 
light the fire on the altars : but a temple ſo magnih- 
cent is diſgraced by diſſoluteneſs and obſcenity. 

At firſt I beheld theſe things with horror, but in— 
ſenſibly I began to be uſed to them. Vice no longer 


ſhocked me: every company inſpired me with 1 


know not what propenſity to debauchery. I was ral- 
lied on my innocence ; my continence and modeſty 
terved for paſtime to that abandoned people. They 
omitted nothing to rouſe my paſſions, to enſnare me 
and to awaken in me a taſte for pleaſure. I found 
myſelf weakening daily; fcarce was the virtuous 
education I had received longer able to ſupport me : 
all my good reſolutions vaniſhed ; 1 felt my want of 
power to reſiſt the evil that preſſed me on all ſides; 
I had even a ſhame of virtue. I was like a man ſwim- 
ming in a deep rapid river: at firſt he {tems the torrent, 
and advances againſt it; but if the ſides are ſtecp, 
and he cannot reſt on the banks, little by little he 
becomes weary; his ſtrength fails; his exhauſted 
limbs ſtiffen, and he is carried away by the current. 
BY Thus 
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Thus my eyes were becoming dim, and my heart 
became enteebled ; I could neither recover my rea- 
ſon, nor recal the memory of my father's virtues. The 
dream in which I fancied I ſaw MENTOR in the 
Elyſian Fields, completed my difcouragement. A 
ſecret ſoothing languor ſeized me. Already I was 
enamoured of the flattering poiſon gliding from vein 
to vein, and penetrating the very marrow of my 
bones. Nevertheleſs I could not help deeply figh- 
ing; many bitter tears I ſhed, roaring in my phrenzy 
like a lion.“ O unhappy youth !” cried 1; O gods, 
who cruelly {port with men, why do ye make them 
paſs through that period of life which is the time of 
folly, or of raging fever? O that I were covered 
with filver hairs, decrepit, on the brink of the grave, 
like my grandfather LAERTESIU I prefer death to my 
preſent inglorious imbecillity.” Scarce had I uttered 
theſe words, when my grief abated; and my heart, 
intoxicated by a fooliſh paſſion, ſhook off almoſt all 
modeſty : then I was plunged in the abyſs of remorſe. 
During my diſtraction, Iran wandering up and down 
the ſacred grove, like a hind wounded by the huntt- 
man: to eaſe her pain, ſhe traverſes vaſt foreſts; 
but the ſhaft that wounded her, remaining in her ſide, 
purſues her ſtill; wherever ſhe flies ſhe carries with her 
the deadly dart. Thus did I vainly run, ſtriving to for- 
get myſelt, but nothing eaſed my wounded heart. At 
that moment I deſcried a good way off, under the 
thick ſhade of the wood, the figure of the ſage MEn- 
rok; but fo pale, ſo melancholy, ſo auſtere ſeemed 
his countenance, that J felt no joy. * Is it you 
then,” cried I, 0 my dear friend, my only hope? 
Is it you? Indecd ! Is it you, your very felt ? Does 
not a deluſive phantom impoſe on my fight? Is it 
you, MN TOR? Or is it your ſhade, yet ſenſible to 
my misfortunes * Are you not among the number 
of happy fouls who enjoy the fruits of their virtue, on 
whom the gods beſtow pure pleaſures and endleſs 
peace in the Elyſian Fields? Speak, MENTOR, are 
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you ſtill alive? Am ] ſo happy as to poſſeſs you, or 
is it only the ſhade of my friend!“ Thus {peaking 
I ran towards him, tranſported even to loſs of breatli: 
he waited tranquilly for me, not advancing a fingle 
ſtep. O gods! you know what was my joy when I 
felt that my hands touched him! <© No,” cried 
I, © it is not an empty ſhade! I hold him, I embrace 
my dear MENTOR!“ I bedewed him with a flood of 
tears; I hung on his neck, unable to ſpeak. He 
looked forrowfully at me, his eyes full of tender 
compaſſion. At laſt ſaid I, “ Alas! whence come 
you? What dangers did you leave me to encounter 
during your abſence! And what could I now do 
without you?“ Without anſwering my queſtions, 
« Fly!” ſaid he, with a terrible tone, fly, haſtily fly! 
Here the fruits of the carth are poiſoned, the air 
that is breathed is poiſoned ; the contagious 1nha- 
bitants converſe but to communicate mortal poiſon- 
Infamous baſe voluptuouſneſs, of all the plagues 
iſſued from Pandora's box the moſt dreadful, here 
enfeebles the heart, and prohibits every virtue. Fly! 
Why delay you? Look not even behind you in your 
flight; efface all recolle&ion of this execrable iſland.” 
Thus he ſpoke; and immediately I perccived, as it 
were, a thick cloud diſperſe from before my eyes, to 
that I beheld the pure light. A gentle joy, full of 
firm reſolution, again ſprung up in my heart : a joy 
very different from that ſoft tooliſh delight which-had 
empoiſoned my ſenſes; that joy of drunkennets and 
trouble, chequered with furious paſſions, and cuts, 
ting remorſe ! whereas this was a rational joy, 
fraught with ſomething bliſsful and divine: Always 
pure, even, inexhauſtible, the more indulged tne 
more delightful, it enraptures the foul without dit- 
quieting it. Then I ſhed tears of joy, and found 
nothing ſo delicious as thus to weep. “ O happy,” 
{aid I, ** thoſe men who have beheld virtue in all her 
charms ! Can one ſee her without loving her? can 
one love her without being happy?“ 
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© I muſt leave you,” ſaid MENTOR; © I go this 
moment; I have no permiſſion to ſtay.” * Ah! 
whither are you going?“ ſaid 1; * to what unin- 
habitable part of the world will 1 not follow you ? 
Think not you can eſcape from me; I will rather 
die in the purſuit !” Thus ſpeaking, I graſped him 
cloſe with all my ſtrength. In vain,” ſaid he, 
« you hope to detain me. I was ſold by the cruel 
MztrToruts to Mthiopians or Arabs. Theſe going to 
Damaſcus in Syria, about their commercial affairs, 
reſolved to diſpoſe of me, expecting a large ſum for 
me from one HAZAEL, who wanted a Greek flave to 
inſtruct him in the manners and ſciences of the 
Greeks; and indeed HAZAEL purchaſed me at a 
very high price. What I told him relating to our 
manners, excited his curiofity to viſit the ifle of 
Crete, in order to ſtudy the wife laws of Minos. 
In the courſe of our voyage, the wind obliged us to 
put into the iſle of Cyprus: conſtrained to wait for 
a favourable wind, he is come to make his offerings 
in this temple ; there he is, juſt coming out: the 
wind is now fair, it already ſwells our ſails: Adieu! 
my dear TELEMACHUS : a flave who fears the 
gods ſhould faithfully follow his maſter. The gods 
ſuffer me no longer to be at my own diſpoſal ; they 
know that, if I was, I ſhould devote myſelf to you 
only. Adieu! Remember the labours of ULxssEs, 
the tears of PENELO PE; remember the quſt gods. O 
ye deities, protectors of innocence, in what a country 

am 1 forced to leave TxLEMAcnvs !” „ No, no,” 
rephed I, “my dear MenTo, it ſhall not depend on 
you if J am leſt here; rather will I die than fee you 
depart without me. Is your Syrian maſter pairileſs ? 
Was he ſuckled by a tigreſs? Will he tear you from 
my arms ? He muſt cither put me to death, or allow 
me to follow you. You yourſelf exhort me to fly the 
and, yet will not ſuffer me to fly in your com- 
pany.” I will go and ſpeak to HazatL; he will 
perhaps pity my youth and my tears : fince he loves 
wildom, 


OF TELEMACHUS. 63 


witdom, and goes fo far to ſeek it, he cannot have a 
ſavage unfeeling heart. I will throw myſelf at his 
feet, will embrace his knees, will not let him go till 
he has given me leave ta follow you. My dear MEn- 
TOR, I will become a flave with you; I will offer to 
give myſelf to him: if he refuſes me, l am undone ; 
I will rid myſelf of lite.” At that inſtant HAZ AEL 
called MENTOR, and 1 fell down before him. He was 
ſurpriſed to ſee, in that poſture, a perfon he did not 
know. What would you have?“ ſaid he. Life,“ 
rephed I ; for I muſt die unleſs you permit me to 
accompany MENTOR, who is your flave. I am 
ſon of the great Uryssts, the wiſeſt of all the 
Kings of Greece, who have overthrown the {ſuperb 
city of Troy, famous throughout Afia. I mention 
not my birth from vanity, but only to inſpire you 
with ſome compaſſion for my misfortunes. I have 
{ought my father all over the tea, in company with 
this man, who was to me another father. Fortune, 
to complete my woe, deprived me of him, and has 
made him your ſlave ; ſuffer me alſo to be ſo. It it 
be true that you really love rectitude, and are viſiting 
Crete to learn the laws of good king Mixos, harden 
not your heart againſt my ſighs and tears. You lee 
the ſon of a king reduced to aſk ſervitude as his only 
reſource. Formerly, in Sicily, I preferred death to 
ſlavery. My firſt misfortunes were but the feeble eſſays 
of outrageous fortune : now I fear leſt I ſhould be 
rejected from among flaves. O gods look on my 
woes! O HAzAET, remember MiNos, whoſe wiſ- 
dom you admire, and who will judge us both in the 
realms of Puro.“ Haz Al regarding me with 
looks of good- nature and humanity, held out his 
hand, and lifted me up. * I am not ignorant,” ſaid 
he, „of the wiſdom and virtue of ULyssEs : Mrx- 
ron has often told me what glory he has acquired 
among the Greeks ; beſide that, ſwift-footed Fame 
hath proclaimed his name to all nations of the Eaſt. 
Follow me, fon of ULyssEts ; I will be a father to 
| you, 
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you, till you meet again him who gave you birth. 
Even were I not moved with the glory of your ta- 
ther, by his misfortunes or yours, the friendſhip I 
have for Mx rok would engage me to take care 
of you. It is true I bought him as a ſlave, but I 
keep him as a faithful friend the money he coſt me 
has procured me the moſt dear and moſt valuable 
friend I have on earth. In him 1 have found wiſ- 
dom, and to him I am indebted for whatever love I 
bear to virtve, From this moment he 1s free, and 
you allo ; 1 aſk nothing from either of you but your 
affection.” Inſtantly I paſſed from the bittereſt diſ- 
treſs to the moſt tranſporting joy that mortals can 
feel. I faw myſelf delivered from a moſt horrible 
danger; I was approaching my country ; I had found 
alliance j in returning thither; and enjoyed the con- 
ſolation of accompanying one who already loved 
me, purely from his love of virtue. In ſhort, I found 
every thing by finding MENI OR, never more to quit 
him. 

HazAEL proceeded toward the ſhore, and we fol- 
lowed. We immediately embarked ; the rowers di- 
vided the peaceful waves; a light breeze played in 
our fails, communicating to the veſſel an eaſy agree- 
able motion: we ſoon loft ſight of the ifle of Cy- 
prus. HazaEL, impatient to know my ſentiments, 
aſked me what I thought of the manners of that 
land. I frankly owned to what dangers my youth 
had been expoſed, and the conflict I had ſuffered in 
my mind, He was pleaſed with my abhorrence of 
vice, and thus exclaimed: © O VENUS! I acknow- 
ledge thy power, and that of thy ſon. 1 have burnt 
incenſe on thy altars; yet ſuffer me to deteſt the 
infamous effentinacy of thoſe who inhabit thine ifland, 
and the brutal impudence with which they celebrate 
thy feſtivals.” 

Then MexTor and he diſcourſed of that firſt cauſe 
who formed heaven and carth ; of that infinite,' un- 


changeable light, which, though imparted to all, is 
indiviſible: 
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indiviſible; of that ſovereign univerſal truth which 
illuminates all minds, as the ſun enlightens all bodies. 
He who hath never ſeen that pure light,” ſaid he, 
* is in blindneſs, as a man born blind. He paſſes 
his days in profound darkneſs, like thoſe nations on 
whom the ſun ſhines not during ſeveral months of 
the year. He fancies himſelf wiſe, but is a fool; that 
he ſees all things, but is blind ; and dies without 
having ſeen any thing : at moſt, he perceives only 
falſe and diſmal light, vain illuſions without reality. 
Thus, are all men led aſtray by ſenſual pleaſures, 
and the deluſions of imagination. There are none 
truly men on earth, but thoſe who conſult, who 
love, and who follow that eternal reaſon. This 
inſpires our thoughts when we think rightly, this 
reproves us when we think amiſs, To this we are 
equally indebted for underſtanding, as for life : it 1s 
like a vaſt ocean of light, and our ſpirits like little 
rivulets iſſuing from it, that afterwards returning, 
are loſt in its immenſity.” Though I underſtood 
not perfectly the wiſdom of this diſcourſe, yet I re- 
liſhed in it ſomething pure and ſublime : my heart 
was warmed by it, and truth ſeemed to me re- 
ſplendent in every word. They proceeded to ſpeak 
of the origin of the gods, of heroes, of poets, of 
the golden age, of the deluge, of the firſt hiſtories 
of mankind, of the river of oblivion in which plunge 
the ſouls of the dead, of eternal puniſhments pre- 
pared for the impious in the black gulph of Tarta- 
rus, and of that happy peace enjoyed by the juſt in 

the Elyſian Fields without fear of its ceſſation. 
While HazatL and MENTOR thus converſed, 
we beheld dolphins covered with ſcales that ſeemed 
of gold and azure. Sportive they rolled the fiercely= 
foaming billows. After them came tritons trum- 
peting with their crooked wreathed ſhells. They 
ſurrounded the chariot of AMPHITRITE, drawn by 
ſea-horſes whiter than ſnow, which cleaving the briny 
waves, left behind: them a vaſt furrow in the ſea. 
K Their 
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Their eyes ſparkled fire, and ſmoke iſſued from their 
mouths. The car of the goddeſs was a ſhell of 
wonderful figure; in whiteneſs more ſplendid than 
ivory : its wheels were gold. It ſeemed to fly on 
the ſurface of the peaceful waves. A troop of 
nymphs, crowned with flowers, ſwam together be- 
hind the car; their beautiful hair falling down their 
ſhoulders, or floating in the wind. In one hand the 
goddeſs held a golden ſceptre to command the 
waves; with the other ſhe embraced, as he fat on 
her knee, the little god PALE MON, her fon, who hung 
at her breaſt. Her countenance diſplayed mild, yet 
majeſtic ſerenity, that chaſed before her every boi- 
ſterous wind and black tempeſt. The tritons led 
the horſes, and held the gilded reins. Over the 
car a large canopy of purple floated in the air, 
gently ſwelled by the breath of a multitude of little 
zephyrs, who {trove to blow it along. In the air ap- 

ared AoLvs, eager, reſtleſs, and impatient. His 
wrinkled,'peeviſh countenance, his threatening voice, 
his thick hanging eye-brows, his diſmal, fierce, 
fiery eyes, in ſilence held the ſtormy winds, and 
ſcattered every cloud. The prodigious whales, and 
all the marine monſters, making with their breath 
the briny waters ebb and flow, ſallied in haſte from 
their grots profound to behold the goddeſs. 


END OF THE FOURTH BOOK, 


ARGUMENT OF THE FIFTH BOOK. 


TELEMACHUS relates that upon his arrival in 
the iſle of Crete he underſtood that IDoMENEvus the 
king of it, to perform an indiſcreet vow he had made, 
had ſacrificed his only ſon : that the Cretans taking up 
arms to revenge his death, had obliged the father to 
quit the iſland. That, after much perplexity and un- 
certainty, they were come to a reſolution to chooſe 
another, and were aſſembled for that purpoſe. TE- 
LEMACHvus adds, that be was admitted into the af- 
ſembly ; that he bore away the prize in divers games, 
and explained the queſtions that M1xos had left re- 
corded in his law-books; that the old men, who 
were the judges of the iſland, and the whole body of 
the people, in conſideration of his wiſdom, would 

have choſen him for their king. 
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THE FIFTH BOOK, 


FTER having beheld this ſcene with admira- 
tion, we began to deſcry the mountains of Crete, 
which yet we could hardly diſtinguiſh from the clouds 
and the billows. But we ſoon perceived the ſummit 
of mount Ida, riſing above the other mountains of 
the iſland, as the branching horns of an old ſtag in 

the foreſt over-top thoſe of the young fawns that fol- 
low in his train. By degrees we ſaw more diſtinctly 
the coaſts of the iſland, which appeared to our eyes 
like an amphitheatre. 'So much as Cyprus ſeemed 
neglected and uncultivated, ſo much did Crete ſeem 
fertile, and adorned with all forts of fruits by the 
induſtry of its inhabitants. On all ſides we noticed 
villages well built, ſuperb cities, and towns little 
inferior to cities. We could not ſee a field, but what 
bore marks of the diligent huſbandman's hand. Deep 
furrows had the plough left every where. Briars, or 
thorns, or other vegetables that encumber the ground, 
are unknown in that country. We viewed with plea- 
ſure deep valleys, in whoſe rich paſtures along the 
brooks were lowing herds of cattle ; flocks of ſheep 
grazing on the hill ſides; vaſt plains covered with 
yellow grain, rich gitts of fruitful Ceres ; and laſtly, 

mountains adorned with vines and bluſhing grapes, 
that promiſed to the vintagers profuſion of the de- 

licious gifts of Bacchus to charm the cares of man. 
MENnTor told us he had been in Crete before, 
and acquainted us with what he knew of it. This 
Hand,” ſaid he, „ admired by all ſtrangers, and 
famous for its hundred cities, maintains with eaſe all 
its inhabitants, though nearly innumerable, becauſe 
the earth is never weary of pouring forth its riches on 
thoſe 
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thoſe who cultivate it. Its fertile boſom can never 
be exhauſted. The more people there is in a coun- 
try, the greater plenty they enjoy, provided they are 
induſtrious ; they never have occaſion to be jealous 
of one another. The earth, that kind mother, mul- 
tiplies her gifts according to the number of her chil- 
dren, who are entitled to her produce by their la- 
bour. The ambition and avarice of men, are the 
only fources of their misfortunes. They covet every 
thing, and render themſelves miſerable by graſping 
at fuperfluities : would they live in a {imple manner, 
content with ſatisfying their real wants, we ſhould 
ſee plenty, joy, peace, and union, reign univerſally. 
This was well underſtood by Mixos, the witeſt and 
beſt of kings. Whatever you ſhall ſee in this iſland 
moſt worthy admiration, is the fruit of his laws. 
The education he ordained for children, renders 
their bodies hale and robuſt : they are inured be- 
times to a ſimple, frugal, and laborious life; ſenſua— 
lity of every kind is ſuppoſed to enervate both body 
and mind, and therefore no other pleaſure 1s ever 
propoſed to them, but that of being invincible through 
virtue, and of acquiring ample glory. Courage is 
not placed (ſolely in deſpiſing death amid the dangers 
of war, but alſo in ſpurning exceſſive wealth, and 
effeminate pleaſures. Three vices, practiſed with 
impunity in other countries, are ſeverely puniſhed 
here, ingratitude, diſſimulation, and avarice. As 
for pomp and luxury, they need no check ; they 
are unknown in Crete: all are induſtrious, yet no- 
body thinks of wealth ; each eſteems himſelf ſuffi- 
ciently repaid for his labour, by an agreeable regu- 
lar life, in which he enjoys 1n peace and plenty all 
that is truly neceflary, Neither rich furniture, nor 
ſhewy attire, nor luxurious entertainments, nor gilded 
palaces, are ſuffered there. Their garments are of fine 
wool and beautiful colours, but quite plain and 
without embroidery : their meals are moderate, they 
drink little wine; good bread is a principal part of 

5 them, 
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them, with fruits, which the trees yield as it were 
ſpontaneouſly, and the milk of their cattle, At 
moſt they eat plain meat, without high ſauces; they 
carefully reſerve all the prime of their horned cattle 
for the advantage of agriculture. Their houſes are 
neat, convenient, cheerful, but without ornaments. 
The magnificence of architecture is not unknown 
there; but is reſerved for [temples of the gods, and 
no man preſumes to have houſes like thoſe of the 
immortals. The great riches of the Cretans are 
health, ſtrength, courage, family peace and union, 
liberty of all the citizens, plenty of all neceſſaries, 
contempt of ſuperfluities, habits of induſtry, and 
abhorrence of idleneſs; an emulation in virtue, ſub- 
miſſion to the laws, and reverence towards the holy 
gods.” I aſked him wherein the authority of the 
king conſiſted ; and he anſwered : „He is abſo- 
lute over the people; but the laws are abſolute over 
him. He has unreſtrained power to do good, but 
his hands are tied up from doing evil. The laws 
intruſt him with the people, as the moſt important of 
all truſts, on condition that he be the father of his 
ſubjects. They determine that one man by his 
wiſdom and moderation ſhould contribute to the 
happineſs of numbers; not that numbers by their 
miſery and abject flavery ſhould contribute to flat- 
ter the pride and luxury of a fingle man. The 
king ſhould claim no pre-eminence above other 
men, except what is neceſſary to ſupport him under 
the fatigue of buſineſs, or to impreſs the people with 
reſpect for him to whom the maintenance of the 
laws is intruſted. In other matters, the king ſhould 
be more moderate, more inimical to luxury and 
effeminacy, more exempt from pride and pageantry, 
than others. Not ſuperior in wealth and pleaſure, 
but in wiſdom, virtue, and glory, to other men. 
Abroad he is the protector of his country, and com- 
mands their armies ; at home the judge of his peo- 
ple, to render them wife, good, and happy. 2 55 
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for himſelf have the gods made him king; his 
office requires him to be the man of his people, to 
whom he owes all his time, all his attention, all his 
affection. He is worthy. of royalty, only as he for- 
gets ſelf. intereſt, to devote himſelf to the public wel- 
fare. Mixos forbade that his ſons ſhould reign 
after him, but on condition they obſerved theſe 
maxims: for he loved his people more than his 
own family. By ſuch wiſdom he rendered Crete ſo 
powerful and happy, by ſuch moderation he eclipſed 
the glory of all conquerors, who forced their 8 
to ſerve to their perſonal greatneſs, that is to ſay, 
their vanity. In fine, by ſuch juſtice he has well 
merited to be judge of the dead in the regions be- 
low.“ : 
While MenTor was thus diſcourſing we had 
landed on the iſland. We viewed the famous laby- 
rinth, wrought by the ingenious DeDpaLvs, in imi- 
tation of the great labyrinth we had ſeen in Ægypt. 
While examining that curious ſtructure, we ſaw 
the ſhore covered with people crowding to a place 
pretty nigh the ſea. We enquired the cauſe of their 
hurry, and a Cretan, named NAausERATE3, gave us 
the following account : 
«© TpoMENEUS,” {aid he, © the fon of DEU eA- 
L1ON, and grandſon of Mixos, went, as did the other 
kings of Greece, to the ſiege of Troy. After the ruin 
of that city, he failed for Crete, but met with ſo 
violent a ſtorm, that the pilot and all the experi- 
enced mariners thought ſhipwreck inevitable. Each 
had death before his eyes; each beheld the watery 
abyſs wide opened to ſwallow him; each deplored 
his unhappy fare, hopeleſs even of me]: ncholy re- 
poſe among the ſhades, who, having received ſepul- 
ture, crofs the Styx. IDoMENEUS, lifting up his eyes 
and hands to heaven, thus invoked NE TUNE: 
O mighty god,” cried he, „thou whole empire 
is the ſea, deign to hear me in my diſtreſs! If, notwith- 
ſtanding the fury of the waves, thou ſhalt grant me 
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to ſee the iſle of Crete, to thee will I ſacrifice the 
firſt victim ſhall meet my eyes.“ Meanwhile his ſon, 
impatient to behold his father, haſtily ran to meet 
and to embrace him at his return. Unhappy youth ! 
unconſcious that he ran to his own deſtruction |! 
His father, having weathered the ſtorm, arrived 
at the wiſhed-for haven, and returned NEpTUNE 
thanks for having heard his vows: but ſoon he 
found how fatal theſe vows were. A foreboding of 
his misfortune made him repent in anguiſh of his 
raſh vow. He dreaded landing among his own ſub- 
jects, and trembled leſt he ſhould firſt ſee the object 
of his deareſt affections. But the cruel NemMes1is, 
pitileſs goddeſs ! ever vigilant to puniſh men, eſpe- 
cially haughty kings, impelled IDouxEN EUS with a 
fatal inviſible hand. When arrived, hardly dares 
he lift up his eyes: he beholds his ſon! Seized 
with horror, he recoils. He throws his eyes around, 
in hopes of ſeeing ſome other leſs dear to be his 
victim, but in vain. Meanwhile his ſon throws him- 
{elf on his neck, amazed at a reception ſo ill ſuited to 
his tenderneſs; and ſeeing him diflolved in tears, 
ce Alas! father,” cried he, * whence comes this 
grief? After ſo long an abſence, are you forry to 
find yourſelf returned to your own kingdom, and to 
make your ſon happy at ſeeing you again ? What 
have I done? You turn your eyes from me, as if 
afraid to look at me!” Overwhelmed with agony, 
the father made no reply; at laſt, after deeply ſigh- 
ing, he exclaimed : * Ah! NEPTUN E, what did 1 
promiſe thee? at what expence thou haſt delivered 
me from ſhipwreck! Expoſe me again to the rocks 
and waves, let them end my life and my ſorrows: 
let my ſon hve! O cruel god ! here, receive my 
blood, ſpare his!“ So ſaying, he drew his ſword, 
deſigning to ſheathe it in his own boſom : but thoſe 
who were about him held his hand. The old So- 
PHRONIMUS, interpreter of the will of the gods, 
aſſured him, he might ſatisfy Nee ToNTE, without put- 

ting 
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ting to death his ſon. “ Your vow,” ſaid he, “ wag 
raſh and imprudent: the gods will not be honoured 
by acts of cruelty 3 beware of adding to the crimt- 
nality of your vow, by fulfilling it againſt the laws 

of nature; offer a hundred bullocks white as ſnow 
to NEPTUNE ; make their blood flow round his altar 
crowned with flowers; and burn {ſweet incenſe in 
honour of the god.“ Ipomrnevs heard theſe words 
with downcaiſt looks, and without reply: his eyes 
glowed with fury: his pale and ghaſtly countenance 
changed colour every moment; and he was ſęen to 
cremble in every limb. Now his ſon thus addreſſed 
him: „Here I am, father; your ſon readily dies to 
appeaſe the god of the fea; draw not down on your- 
ſelf his reſentment : I die contented, ſince my death 
may {ſecure your life. Strike, father, fear not to find 
in me a ſon unworthy of you, who dreads the ſtroke 
of death.” At that inſtant, IpoukxREUs, quite be- 
ſide himſelf, and as it were convulſed by the in- 
ternal furies, to the amazement of all obſervers, 
plunges his ſword in the heart of his child: he with- 
draws it, reeking and bloody, deſigning to thruſt it 
into himſelf, but was again withheld by thoſe around 
him. The youth ſinks in his blood; his eyes are 
covered with the ſhades of death; he half opens 
them to the light, but has hardly found it, ere he be- 
comes unable to {upport it. As a fair lily in the field, 
cut off at the root by the trenchant plough-ſhare, 
droops, unable to ſupport itſelf; not inſtantly loſing 
that lovely white, that {plendid hue which charms 
the eye; yet lives no more, no longer nouriſhed 
by the foſtering earth : thus the {on of IDvoMeNEvs, 
like a tender blooming flower, was cruelly mowed 
down in his early days. His father, deprived of 
reaſon by ecſtaſy of grief, neither knew where he 
was, nor what he did, nor what he ought to do; he 
walks ſtaggering toward the city, calling for his fon. 
In the mean time, the people, moved w wich com paſ- 


bon for the ſon, and with horror at the father's bar- 
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barous act, exclaimed, that the juſt gods had aban- 
doned him to the furies. Rage Farnithes them with 
arms; they ſeize ſtaves and ſtones ; diſcord breathes 
deadly poiſon 1nto all their hearts. 'The Cretans, the 
wiſe Cretans forget that wiſdom they ſo greatly loved: 
nor longer acknowledge the deſcendant of the ſage 
Minos. The friends of IDpouEkNEUs ſaw no ſafet 
for him, but by conveying him back to his ſhips ; 
they embarked with him, flying at the mercy of 
winds and waves. IDOMENEUs, recovering his ſenſes, 
thanks them for having forced him away from a 
Tountry he had ſtained with the blood of his ſon, 
wherein he could no longer bear to live. The 
winds directed them to the coaſt of Heſperia, where 
they have founded a new kingdom in the country of 
the Salentines. Now the Cretans, having no king 
to govern them, have reſolved to elect one who 
ſhould maintain their eſtabliſhed laws in full vigour, 
The meaſures they have adopted for this election are 
theſe :—All the principal citizens of the hundred cities 
are here aſſembled. They have already begun by of- 
fering ſacrifices; have collected all the moſt celebrated 
ſages of neighbouring countries, to examine the abili- 
ties of thoſe who appear worthy to govern. T hey have 
prepared public games, wherein each candidate mutt 
engage ; the crown is the prize they beſtow on him 
who is pronounced victor both in body and mind. 
They deſire a king dexterous, ſtrong, and active in 
body; and in mind, adorned with virtue and ſa- 
gacity. Strangers of all countries are invited.” 
NaAusichHAT Es, after having recounted theſe aſto- 


niſhing events, Strangers,“ laid he, „ haſten and 


Join our affembly : you ſhall combat among others; 
and ſhould the gods grant either of you the victory, 
he ſhall reign over this country.“ W. e followed him 
without ambition of victory, but merely from curio- 
ſity to lee ſo ex traordinary a ſpectacle. We arrived 
at a kind of extenſive circus, ſurrounded with a thick 
foreſt: in che middle was the arena allotted for the 
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combatants, environed by an amphitheatre of green 
turf, on which were ſeated and ranged innumerable 
ſpectators. When we entered, we were received re- 
ſpedtfully ; for no people on earth treat ſtrangers 
with more dignified politeneſs and hoſpitality than 
the Cretans. "They provided us ſeats, and invited 
us to enter the liſts. Max rox excuſed himſelf by 
his age; HazAEL by his ill health; but my youth 
and vigour left me without excule. However. I caſt a 
look at MEenTor, to diſcover his ſentiments, and I 
perceived he wiſhed me to engage. I therefore em- 
braced the propoſal; undrefled myſelf; ſtreams of 
{mooth and glittering oil were diffuſed over all my 
limbs ; and 1 mingled among the combatants. It was 
whiſpered on all ſides, that the fon of ULyssEs was 
come to engage for the prize; and divers Cretans, 
who had been at Ithaca during my childhood, now 
recognized my features. 

The firſt combat was a wreſtling match. A Rho- 
dian, about thirty-five years of age, excelled all who 
had dared encounter him: he was now in the prime 
of vigorous life; his arms brawny and nervous: on 
his leaſt motion, all the muſcles of his body ſwelled 
to view; he was equally nimble as ſtrong. I ſeemed 
to him not worth the vanquiſhing, and pitying me 
as a tender ſtripling, he was about to retire ; but I 
offered myſelf for the conteſt. Cloſing immediately, 
we locked each other ſo tightly, ſcarcely could we 
breathe. We ſtood ſhoulder to ſhoulder, foot to foot, 
every ſinew ſtrained, our arms intertwined like ſer- 
pents, each ſtriving to raiſe his adverſary from the 
ground. Sometimes he tried to ſurpriſe me. by puſh- 
ing to the right; ſometimes he exerted his whole 
force to wrench me to the left. While he phed me 
thus, I puſhed him backwards with ſuch violence, 
that his loins bent: he fell on the ſand, and pulled 
me after him. In vain he ſtrove to get me under; 1 
kept him down motionleſs. All the people ſhouted: 
« Victory to the fon of ULxSSES]“ and ] aſſiſted 
the diſconcerted Rhodian to rite, 
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The conteſt with the ceſtus was much more difſſi- 
cult. The ſon ct a rich citizen of Samos had ac- 
quired the higheſt reputation in this kind of combat. 
All the others yielded to him: I alone dared hope 
for victory. He gave me at firſt ſuch dreadful blows 
on the head and ſtomach, that I vomited blood, and 
a thick cloud overſpread my eyes. I flaggered ; my 
antagoniſt redoubling his blows, my breath failed me: 
but | was re- animated by the voice of MENTOR, who 
cried, “ Son of ULyssEs, will you be vanquiſhed 7 
Rage gave me new ſtrength ; I avoided ſeveral blows 


that would have brought | me to the ground; and in- 


ſtantly, as the Samian having miſſed his aim, and his 
arm was extended without eftect, I ſurpriſes him in 
3 inclining attitude: he recoiled ; I raited ein cet- 

us high, that it might fall on him with greater force; 
which endeavouring to avoid, and thereby loſing his 
balance, he gave me opportunity of throwing him. 
Scarcely was he ſtretched at length on the ground, cre 
I oftered my hand to aſſiſt him in riſing; but be ſtart- 
ed up without help, covered with blood and duſt. 
Though exccihvely aſhamed, he would not venture 
renew the Combat. 

Then began the races with chariots, which were dif- 
tributed by lot. Mine bad the heavieſt wheels, and 
the weakeſt horſes, We ſtarted, enveloping the ky 
in a riſing cloud of duſt, I ſuffered the reſt at firſt 
% get be tore me. A young Lacedæmonian, named 
CRANTOR, diſtanced all: cloſe behind him was a 
Crean, named PYLYCLETEs, HIPPOMACHUS, a 
relation of IDoMENEUS, and ambitious of tuccecding 


him, giving the reins to his horfes, that ſmoked 


wich fweat, hung over their floating manes; and to 
rapid was the motion of his chariot-wheels, they ſeem - 
cd inotioniels, like the wings of an cagle cleaving, 
he air. My horſes, by degrees, got wind and ſpirit; 
and ] left behind me nearly all thoſe who had ſtart- 


ed with ſuch inꝛpetuoſity. HriryomMacavs, the Kkint- 


man of INoMExXKUS, ever-driving his horſes, the 
moſt 
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moſt vigorous of them fell down, and by his fall 
confounded his maſter's hopes of being king. Pol x- 
CLETES, Jeaning too much over his horſes, could not 
ſtand a jolt of the chariot ; he fell, and, quitting the 


reins, thought himſelt happy in eſcaping with life. 


CRANTOR, his eyes gleaming with rage to fee me al- 
molt up with him, redoubled his efforts. Sometimes 
he invoked the gods, promiſing them rich offerings ; 
ſometimes he endeavoured to animate his horſes | by 
his voice. Fearing I ſhould get between him and the 
boundary (tor my horſes, better managed than his, 
were on the point of leaving him behind), he had 
no reſource left but to block up the paſſage; and 
for this purpoſe reſolved to riſque a cruſh againſt 
the boundary; he accordingly broke one of his 
heels. -I then thought of nothing, but by a dex- 
terous turn to avoid being entangled ji in his diſorder; 
and a moment after he ſaw me at the end of our career. 
The people ſhouted once more: „ Victory to the ſon 
of ULY Sers the gods have deſtined him to reign 
over us. 

We were then conducted by the wiſeſt and moſt 
MNuſtrious among the Cretans to an ancient and facred 
wood, ſecluded from the fight of the profane; where 
the old men, whom Mixos had ordained as judges 
of the people, and guardians of the laws, collected 
us: we were thoſe only who had been combatants 


in the games, all others being excluded. The ſages 


opened the books, wherein. were collected ail the 
laws of Mixos. I felt myſelf ſtruck with awe and 
reverence when I appeared before thele old men, 
whom age had rendered venerable, withour im— 
pairing their vigour of mind. They fact orclerly 
and ſteadily, each in his place; ſome had hoary 
locks, ſome were almoſt bald. Mild and tranquil was 
the wiſdom that ſeemed reſplendent in their ſerious 
countenances; they ſhewed no impatience to ſpeak; 
and fpake only what they had previouſly determined. 
When they differed in opinion, they ſapported their 
reſpective 
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reſpective ſentiments on each fide with ſo much mo- 
deration, one would have thought them unanimous: 
Their long expertence of paſt events, and habitual 
application, gave them great inſight into all things: 
but what molt enlightened their judgment, was the 
tranquillity of their minds, now free from youthful 
follies and caprices. Wiſdom alone excited them, 
and the effect of their long practiſed virtue was ſuch 
an abſolute conqueſt of their foibles, that they en- 
Joyed the ſweet and noble pleaſure of being directed 
by reaſon. While admiring them, I wiſhed part of 
my life foregone, to attain ſpeedily ſo deſirable old 
age. I lamented the unhappineſs ot youth in being 
ſo impetuous, and fo diſtant from ſuch calm and en- 
lightened virtue. The chief among theſe ſages 
opened the book of the laws of Mixos. It was a 
large volume, generally kept ſhut up among perfumes 
in a golden box. Each of them kiſſed it reſpect- 
fully ; for they ſaid, that next to the gods, from 
whom proceed all good diſpenſations, nothing ought 
to be held by men in ſuch veneration as the laws, 
which are deſigned to render them good, wile, and 
happy. Thoſe who adminiſter the laws, and govern 
a people, ought always themſelves to obey the laws. 
The laws, not men, ought to govern. Such were 
the ſentiments of theſe ſages. Three queſtions were 
then propoſed by the preſident, to be determined 
agreeably to the maxims of MINOS. 

The firſt was, Who, of all men, is the freeſt?“ 
Some anſwered, a king abſolute in authority over his 
ſubjects, and victorious over all his enemies. Others 
maintained, it was a man fo wealthy, he could gra- 
tify all his paſſions. ' Others ſaid, it was he who 
never married, and who ſpent his whole life travel- 
ling in various countries, without becoming ſubject 
to the laws of any. Others ſuppoſed, it was a ſavage, 
who, living among the woods by hunting, neither knew 
want.or government. Others fancied, it was a man 
Juſt made free, who quitting the rigours of ſervi- 

tude, 
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tude, enjoys more than others the ſweets of liberty. 
Ochers gave their opinion, it was a dying man, be- 
cauſe death delivered him from every grievance, 
and no man had any more power over him. When 
it came to my turn, I anſwered the queſtion without 
heſitation, not having forgot what I had often heard 
from MENTOR. © The freeſt man,” ſaid I, “ is he 
who can be free even in ſlavery, In whatever coun- 
try or condition is any one, he is perfectly free, pro- 
vided he fears the gods, and them only. In a word, 
the man truly frce is he who, void of fears and of 
wiſhes, is ſubject to the gods alone and to reaſon.” 
The old men looked at one another and ſmiled, 
not a little ſurpriſed to find my anſwer exactly the 
ſame as that of Minos. 


The ſecond queſtion propoſed was: © Who 1s the 
molt wretched of all men?“ Every one anſwered as 
his underſtanding fuggeſted. One ſaid, a man who 
has neither wealth, health, or good name. Ano- 
ther alleged, it was a man quite friendleſs. Others 
thought, it was a man whoſe children were ungrate- 
ful and unworthy of him. An old man, from the 
ile of Leſbos, ſaid : “ He is the moſt unhappy 
of all men, who thinks himſelf ſo; for miſery ariſes 
lets from what we ſuffer, than from our impatience, . 
which augments it greatly.” Theſe words were 
applauded by the whole aſſembly, and every one 
thought the wife Leſbian would carry off the prize 
on that queſtion. But I was aſked my opinion; and in 
conformity to the maxim of MENTOR I replied : 
«« 'The malt wretched of men is a king, who ſuppoſes 
himdelf happy in making others miſerable: he is 


- doubly wretched by his blindneſs, ignorant of his 


miſery, and incapable of cure, being even afraid of 
knowing it, Truth cannot reach him through the 
crowd of flatterers : tyranniſed by his paſſions, unac- 
quainted with his duty, he never enjoyed the plea- 
jure of doing good, nor experienced the charms of 


pure virtue: unhappy he is, and deſervedly; his 


5 miſer y 


80 THE ADVENTURES 


miſery increaſes every day; he runs headlong to 
deſtruction, and the gods ſtand prepared to over- 
whelm him in eternal miſery.” Then the whole aſ- 
ſembly acknowledged 1 had overcome the wiſe 
Leſbian, and the ſages declared I coincided with the 
ſentiments of Minos. 

The third queſtion enquired, * Which was moſt 
eligible, a king victorious and invincible in war; or 
one not experienced in war, but qualified to govern 
witely a nation in peace?“ The king invincible in 
war was preferred by the greater part. What 
ſignifies,” ſaid they, © having a king competent to 
govern in peace, if mcempetent to defend his domi- 
nions in war? for his enemies will defeat him, and 
reduce his people to fervitude.” Some, on the other 
hand, maintained the pacific prince was ee e 
becauſe, fearing war, he would carefully avoid 1 
It was alleged that a warlike king would Aran 
the glory of his people together with his own, and 
would make other nations ſubject to them: whereas 
a pacific king would habituate them to mer 
tupinenels. Being aſked my opinion, I rephed thus : 
« A king capable of governing in peace only, or 
n war only, and who is not qualified to direct his 
people in both ſituations, is but half a king. But 
ita king, who underſtands nothing but war, is com- 
pared to a wile king, who, inexperienced 1 in war, can 
vet, when neceſſary, manage it by his generals; my 
opinion prefers the latter. A prince, whoſe turn is 
entirely for war, would be always for extending his 
glory and dominions by. it, and thereby would ruin 
his people. Wherein are a people benefited, that 
their king tubdues other nations, while they them- 
lelves are miſerable under his adminiſtration ? Be- 
ide, long wars always occaſion numerous diſorders: 
in tholt times of confuſion, even the conquerors are 
iiifferers, See how dear the taking of Troy hath 
coſt Greece, which has been thereby deprived of its 
Linge during ten vgars and more, When the llames 
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of war ſpread, the laws, agriculture, and arts droop. 
The beſt of princes, while they have a war to carry 
on, are obliged to admit the greateſt evils, namely, 
the conniving at licentiouſneſs, and the employing 
bad men. How many miſcreants, whole audaciouſ- 
neſs muſt be rewarded in the diſorderly time of war, 
would ſuffer condign puniſhment in peace! Never 
had any nation a king fond of conqueſt, without 
{ſuffering greatly by his ambition. A warlike prince, 
intoxicated with his glory, is almoſt equally ruinous 
to his own victorious people, as to the vanquiſhed 
countries. A ſtate cannot reap the benefit of war 
ſucceſsfully terminated, if 1ts prince be deſtitute of 
the qualities requiſite in peaceable times. He is 
like a man, who ſhould not only defend his own field 
from his neighbour, but alſo ſeize that of his com- 
petitor, yet could neither till nor ſow, or reap any 
harvelt : ſuch a king ſeems born to deſtroy, to ra- 
vage, and turn the world upſide down; not to make 
his people happy by a wiſe adminiſtration. Now let 
us turn to the pacific prince. He is not, indeed, 
qualified for making great conqueſts ; that is to ſay, 
he 1s not born to diſturb the repoſe of his people, by 
aſpiring at the conquelt of other nations, which are 
juſtly independent of him. But if he is well qual- 
fied to govern in peace, he poſſeſſes every requiſite 
to ſecure his people againſt their enemies, which 
appears thus: He will be juſt, moderate, and eaſy 
to the neighbouring ſtates ; will never promote any 
thing to diſturb the general peace; and he will be 
faichful to his engagements. His allies will love 
him, not fear him ; but will repoſe entire confidence 
in him. Should one of his neighbours be turbulent, 
haughty, ambitious ; all the reſt, fearing their diſ- 
turber, but not the pacific prince, will unite with 
the good king to prevent his being cruſhed, His 
probity, ſincerity, and moderation, will render him 
arbitrator among his neighbours : and while the en- 
terpriſing prince, hated by all, is continually expoſed 

M to 


82 THE ADVENTURES 


to their confederacies, this has the glory of being 
eſteemed their common father and protector. Such 
are his advantages, with reſpect to foreign affairs. 
With regard to domeſtic conſiderations, they are ſtill 
more conſiderable. Since he is qualified to govern 
in peace, I ſuppoſe he governs by the wiſeſt laws. 
He will reſtrain luxury, cffeminacy, and every art that 
ſerves only to indulge vice : but he will promote thoſe 
that are uſeful to the real wants of life ; eſpecially, 
he will direct his ſubjects to agriculture, and thereby 
procure them plenty of all neceſſaries. His people, 
laborious, of ſimple manners, frugal in their living, 
and earning an ealy ſubſiſtence by the culture of their 
lands, will multiply predigibuſly. In his kingdom 
then is a population, almoſt without number, of inha- 
bitants, healthy, vigorous, and robuſt ; not enervated 
by pleaſure, but invigorated by the exerciſe of virtue ; 
not attached to the delights of a life baſely luxurious, 
but above the fear of death, preferring to part with 
life rather than to loſe the liberty they enjoy under a 
wile king, who reigns himſelf, that reaſon may reign 
by him. Let a neighbouring warlike prince attack 
theſe people, perhaps he would not find them very 
ſkilful in encamping an army, arranging a battle, or 
directing the batterics at a ſiege; but he would find 
them invincible in numbers, in courage, in patience 
under fatigue, in being accuſtomed to endure pover- 
ty, in vigour when engaged, and in virtue, which 
adverſity « cannot ſubdue. Moreov er, if ſuch a king 
wants experience to command his armies 1n perſon, 
he will ſelect capable perſons to command them, and 
will benefit by their ſervices without diminiſhing his 
authority. Beſides, he would be aſſiſted by his al- 
hes; his own fubjects, rather than fall under the 
dominion of a prince violent and defpotic, would 
ſupport him with their lives; and the gods them- 
felves would fight for him. Such would be his re- 
ſources amid the greateſt dangers. 1 conclude then, 
that a pacific prince, unacquainted with war, is a 

very 


OF TELEMACHUS, 83 


very imperfect ſovereign, ſince he cannot perform 
one of his principal functions, that of ſubduing his 
enemies; yet I maintain that he 1s nevertheleſs infi- 
nitely ſuperior to the warrior king who, verſed in war 
only, poſſeſſes not the qualities neceflary in time 
of peace.” I perceived that, by many in the aſſem- 
bly, theſe notions were not reliſhed ; for the greater 
part of mankind, dazzled by ſuch ſplendid things 
as victories and conquelts, prefer them to what is ſim- 
ple, calm, - and ſolid, as are the arts of peace and 
good goverament. However, all the old judges de- 
clared, that I had ſpoken conformably to MINOS. 
Then the chief of them exclaimed : * I perceive 
that an oracle of Apollo, known all over this iſland, 
is now accompliſhed. Minos having conſulted that 
god, to know how long his deſcendants would reign 
according to the laws he had enacted, was anſwered 
thus: Thy offspring will ceale to reign, when a 
ſtranger ſhall come into thy iſle, who ſhall cauſe thy 
laws to reign.” Hence we were apprehenſive leſt a 
ſtranger ſhould come and make a conqueſt of Crete: 
but the misfortune of IoouEN EUS, and the wiſdom 
of the ſon of ULyssEs, who underſtands the laws 
of Mi1xos better than any other perſon, have diſco- 
vered to us the true ſenſe of the oracle. Why then 
delay we to crown him, whom the fates have or- 
dained to be our king?“ | 


END OF THE FIFTY BOOK. 
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' ARGUMENT OF THE SIXTH BOOK. 


TELEMACHUS relates that he refuſed the crown 
of Crete, in order to return to Ithaca : that he pro- 
Poſed their electing MENTOR, who likewiſe excuſed 
himſelf : that at loft, the aſſembly importuning Mx x- 
TOR fo chooſe for the whole nation, he acquainted 
them with what he bad heard of the virtues of 
ARISTODEMUS ; Tho, in conſequence of that recom- 
mendation, was immediately proclaimed king : that 
MENTOR aud he then embarked for Ithaca ; but that 
Neptune, to gratiſy Venus, whom they had offended, 
bad wrecked their ſhip, when they were received by 
the goddeſs Calypſo in her iſiand. 
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HE old men immediately quitted the ſacred 
grove, and the chief of them taking me by the 
hand, acquainted the people, who impatiently await— 
ed their deciſion, that J had gained the prize. Scarce 
had he ſpake, when a confuſed noiſe ran through the 
aſſembly. Each ſhouted for joy. The whole coaſt, 
and neighbouring mountains, echoed with theſe 
words: * May the fon of ULyssts, who reſembles 
Mixos, reign over the Cretans.” I waited a moment, 
and I made a ſign with my hand, as requeſting to be 
heard, In the mean time, MENTOR whiſpered thus 
in my ear: „Will you renounce your country? 
Will the ambition of reigning make you forget 
PENELO E, who longs for you as her only hope; 
and the great ULyssEs, whom the gods determine 
toreſtore to you?“ Theſe word ſtung me to the heart, 
and fortiſied me againſt the vain defire of dominion. 


And now profound ſilence throughout the tumultuat- 


ed aſſembly permitting me, I thus addreſfed them: 
O illuſtrious Cretans, I am not worthy of being 
your king. The oracle, juſt mentioned, expretsly 
declares, that the race of Minos will ceale to reign, 
when a ſtranger ſhall come into the land, and ſhall 
caule the laws of that wile monarch to reign : but 
it does not ſay that ſtranger ſhall be king. 1am wil- 
ling to think myſelf the ſtranger meant by the oracle; 
| have accompliſhed the prediction: I came into the 


iſland; I have ſhewn the true import of the laws, 


and I wiſh my explication may make them reign with 
him whom you ſhall chooſe. For my part, I prefer 
my country, the poor petty iſland of Ithaca, to the 
hundred cities of Crete, to the glory and opulence of 
this noble kingdom. Allow me to fulfil my deſtiny: 
it J entered the liſts as a combatant in your games, 


It 
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it was not with hope of reigning here ; it was to de- 
ſerve your eſteem and compaſhon, it was that you 
might furniſh me the means of returning ſpeedily to 
my native land. I had rather obey my father Ur s- 
SES, and comfort my mother PEN ETO E, than reign 
over all nations of the univerſe. O Cretans ! you 
now know the bottom of my heart. I muſt leave 
you, but while I live I own my obligations to 
you. Yes, to his laſt breath ſhall TELEMACHus love 
the Cretans, and be no leſs concerned to promote 
their glory than his own.” Scarce had I done ſpeak- 
ing, when a confuſed noiſe enſued, like that of the 
waves of the ſea rolling over one another in a ſtorm. 
Some faid : “ Is it not a god under the human 
form?“ Others affirmed, they had ſeen me in other 
countries, and knew me again. Others cried, he muſt 
be compelled to reign. At length I reſumed my dil- 
courſe, and each quickly became filent, not knowing 
but I might be going to accept what I had juſt 
refuſed, I ſpoke to this effect: * Allow me, O 
Cretans, to diſcloſe my ſentiments to you. You are 
the wileſt of all nations: yet, methinks, wiſdom dic- 
tates a precaution which you overlook. You fhould 
not elect the man who beſt reaſons concerning laws, 
but he who moſt ſteadily and virtuouſly puts them 
in practice. As for me, I am young, conſequently 
inexperienced, expoſed to the violence of paſſions, 
and rather in a ſtate to learn, by obedience, how to 
command one day, than to command immediately. 
Prefer not then the man, who has vanquiſhed others 
in exerciſes of body and mind, but he who has van- 
quiſhed himſelf; ſele& a man who has your laws writ- 
ten deep in his heart, and whoſe whole life has exem- 
plified their practice: by his actions, not his words, 
be your choice determined.” All the old men, 
charmed with what I had ſaid, and finding the ap- 


plauſe and admiration of the people increaſing, thus 


accoſted me: Since the gods forbid our hope to 


have you for our king, at leaſt affiſt us in finding 
one 
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one that will obſerve and enforce our laws. Know 
you any perſon capable of governing with ſuch mo- 
deration ?” „ I know him,“ ſaid LI; „it is the man 
to whom I am indebted for all that you eſteem in 
me: by his wiſdom, not my own, have I been ſpeak- 


ing to you, and the anſwers you lately heard flowed 


; | ir Tae” 
from his ſuggeſtion. 


The eyes of the whole aſſembly were now fixed 
on MewnroR, to whom 1 directed them, taking him 
by the hand. I told them how careful he had been 
of me while a child ; from what dangers he had de- 
livered me; what misfortunes had befallen me, when 
I did not follow his advice. Before they had not 
noticed him, by reaſon of his plain, unadorned drels, 
his modeſt countenance, his almoſt uninterrupted 
ſilence, and his cold reſerved air. But when they 
examined him more attentively, they diſcovered in 
his countenance ſomething {teady and elevated; they 
remarked the vivacity of his eyes, and the ſpirit he 
diſplayed even in the moſt trivial matters: having 
queſtioned him, he excited their admiration, and 
they determined to make him king. He declined it 
without emotion, ſaying, he preferred the charms of 
private lite to the ſplendour of royalty; that the beſt 
of kings were unhappy, in that they rarely did the 
good they wiſhed, but often, miſled by flatterers, did 
the ill they wiſhed to avoid. He added, that it 
flavery was miſery, royalty was not leſs, ſince it was 
only flavery diſguiſed. * A king,” ſaid he, “ de- 
pends on all thole employed by him to exccute his 
orders. Happy they who are not obliged to govern ! 
To our country alone are we bound to ſacrifice our 
liberty, when, for the public good, we arc veſted 
with authority.” The Cretans then, loſt in aſtoniſh- 
ment, aſked him whom they ſhould chooſe. © Chooſe,” 
{aid he, „ one who knows you well, ſince he muſt 
govern you, though he fears the ſtation. He who 
deſires royalty, knows not what royalty is: and wi 
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ſhall he diſcharge its duties, who knows them not ? 
He defires it for his own ſake; but you ought to 
l wiſh for a man, who accepts it for your ſake alone.” 
[| The Cretans were all extremely amazed to ſee two 
| ſtrangers refuſe a crown, which ſo many covet, and 
they enquired with whom they came into the iſland. 
i NavsiciarTts, who had conducted us from the port 
i to the circus, where the games were celebrated, ſhewed 
| them HazAEL, with whom we came from the iſle 
| of Cyprus. But their aſtoniſhment was ſtill much 
| greater, when informed that MENTOR had been 
HazatL's ſlave, and that HAEZAEL, ſtruck with his 
|t wiſdom and virtue, had made him his deareſt friend 
| and counſellor ; that this flave, now free, was the 
1 ſame who had juſt refuſed their crown, and that Ha- 
i ZAEL, from his hearty love of wiſdom, was come 
from Damaſcus in Syria for inftruction in the laws of 
Mios. 
| The old men addreſſed HazaAEr : © We dare not 
| requeſt you to rule us, for we conclude your ſenti— 
| ments are the ſame as thoſe of MENTOR. You de- 
i ſpiſe men too much, to charge yourſelf with their go- 
vernment ; nor do you value the riches and the ſplen- 
| dour of royalty enough, to purchaſe them with the 
i toils inſeparable from government.” HAZAEL re- 
i plied : © Think not, O Cretans, that J deſpiſe man- 
kind. No, no; | now how noble 1s the labour 
to make them good and happy: but this labour is re- 
plete with danger and trouble. The pomp annexed 
to it is falſe, and can dazzle only weak minds. Life 
is ſhort; greainels inflames the paſſions more than 
it can gratity them : it was to learn how to relinquiſh 
theſe ſpurious bleſſings, not how to attain them, I 
came ſo far from home. Adieu. I think only of 
returning to a life ſerene and retired, where wiſ- 
doin may nouriſh .my heart, and where the hopes 
| derived from virtue of another, a happier life after 
3 death, may ſupport me under the infirmities of age. 
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Had I any thing to wiſh, it ſhould not be for a king- 
dom, but that I might never be ſeparated from theſe 
two men before you.” 
The Cretans then again applied to Menror : 
« Tell us,” ſaid they, O thou, the wiſeſt and 
greateſt of men, tell us, who may we chooſe for 
king. We will not ſuffer your departure, till you 
have told us who we ought to elect.” He replied : 
«© While I was among the crowd of ſpectators, I ob- 
ſerved a man, calm and unconcerned; old, but vi- 
gorous : I aſked who he was, and was anſwered, that his 
name was ARISTODEMUS. I afterwards heard them 
tell him, that his two ſons were in the number of 
the combatants ; he diſcovered no joy at the news : 
he ſaid, that to one of them he did not wiſh the 
dangers of royalty ; and he loved his country too 
well ever to conſent to the other's being king. By 
this expreſſion, I perceived he loved with rational 
love that ſon who was virtuous, and did not flatter 
the other in his irregularities My curioſity in- 
creaſing, I aſked how the old man had ſpent his life. 
One of your citizens anſwered : * He carried arms a 
long time, and is covered with wounds; but his 
virtuous fincerity, averſe to flattery, rendered him 
uneaſy to IdoMENEvs, and prevented that king's 
employing him in the fiege of Troy. He dreaded 
a man who would give him wife counſel, which 
he had not reſolution to follow: he was even jealous 
of the glory ſuch a man would undoubtedly ſoon 
have acquired; he forgot all his ſervices, and 
lett him here, poor, and deſpiſed by the worth- 
lets and undiſcerning, who value only riches; yet, 
though poor, contented, he lives cheerfully in a 
retired part of the iſland, where he cultivates his 
{mall farm with his own hands. One of his ſons 
labours with him; the greateſt affection ſubſiſts be- 
tween them : their frugality and induſtry render 
them happy, procuring plenty of every neceſſary 
lor a imple way of life. The ſenſible old man dit- 
N tributes 
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tributes among the ſick poor of his neighbourhood 
whatever his ſon or himſelf can ſpare. He ſets all 
the young people to work; exhorts them, inſtructs 
them : determines all the differences in his neigh- 
bourhood, and is the father of every family around. 
His misfortune is in having a ſecond fon, who will 
not follow his advice. , The father, after long bear- 
ing with him, in hopes of reclaiming him from his 
vices, has at laſt expelled him. He is abandoned to 
ſottiſh ambition and difloluteneſs.” Such, O Cretans, 
was the information 1 received: how far it is true, 
vou belt can tell. But if this man be ſuch as repre- 
ſented, wherefore ordain games, wherefore aſſemble 
ſo many ſtrangers? You have among you a man 
who knows you, and whom you know ; who un- 
derſtands war; who has manifeſted his courage, nor 
only againſt darts and arrows, but againſt terrifying 
poverty ; who {corned wealth acquired by tlattery ; 
who loves induſtry ; who knows the advantage of 
agriculture to a ſtate ; who deteſts pomp ; w ho ſuf- 
fers not himſelf to be overcome by a blind partiality 
{or his children, but who loves the virtue of one, 
and condemns the vices of the other; in a word, a 
man who 1s already the father of a people. Be this 
your king, if you really wiſh to ſee the laws of the 
lage Mixos reigning among you.” All the people 
cried—* It is true! Ar1sToDEMUS is ſuch as you 
deſcribe him, and delerves the crown.” Then the 
old men ordered him to be called. After fome 
ſearch, he was found in the crowd among the loweſt 
of the people. He appeared quite eaſy: they told 
him he was choſen king. He anſwered : I can 
conſent to it only on three conditions. Firſt, that 1 
may reſign the crown after two years, if J cannot 
render you better than you are, and if you ſubmit not 
to the laws: ſecondly, that I be permitted to conti- 
nue my tmple and frugal courſe of life: thirdly, 
that my children receive no diſtinction ; and that, 
after my death, they be equalized. with other citi- 
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2ens, and treated according to their merit.” At 
theſe words, the air reſounded with a thouſand ſhouts 
of joy. The chief of the old men, guardians of 
the laws, ſet the diadem on the head of ARISTODE“E 
Mus, and ſacrifices were offered to Jupiter, and the 
other ſuperior gods. He made us preſents, not with 
the magnificence uſual among kings, but with a 
noble ſimplicity. He gave HAZAEL the laws of 
MiNos, written by the hand of M1xos himſelf, and 
a complete hiſtory of Crete, from the time of Saturn 
and the golden age : he ordered his ſhip to be ſtored 
with all the beſt forts of fruits that grew in Crete, 
but not in Syria; and offered him all he might have 
occaſion for. As MENrTor and I were in haſte to 
be gone, he ordered a veſſel to be got ready for us 
with many good rowers, ſome armed men, clothes 
for our uſe, and proviſions. A wind directly aroſe, 
blowing fair for Ithaca, which being againſt Ha- 
ZAEL, he was obliged to wait. He ſaw us quit the 
iſland ; he embraced us, as friends whom he ſhould 
never ſee again. The gods,” ſaid he, are juſt; 
they witneſs a friendſhip founded only on virtue: 
one day they will again unite us; and thoſe happy 
fields, where the juſt are ſaid to enjoy eternal peace 
after death, ſhall fee our ſouls re- united, never more 
to part. O might my aſhes in like manner be ga- 
thered with yours !” As he thus ſpake, he ſhed a flood 
of tears, and his voice was ſtifled with ſobbing. We 
wept no leſs than he. He accompanied us on board. 
As for ARrISToDEMUsS, he repeated to us: “ You 
have raiſed me to the throne ; remember, among 
what dangers you have placed me. Pray the gods 
to inſpire me with true wiſdom, and that I may ſur- 
paſs other men as much in moderation as in power. 
On my part, I pray them to convey you fately to 
your native country; to contound the inſolence of 
your enemies; and that you may ſee ULYssEs reign- 
ing in peace with his dear PENELOP E. I have 
given you, TEzLEMACHUS, a ſtout ſhip, full of 
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rowers and armed men; they may ſerve you againſt 
thoſe wicked ſuitors that moleſt your mother. O, 
MExrToR, your wiſdom, which needs nothing, leaves 
me nothing to wiſh you. Adieu, both of you! 
live happy together; remember ARISsTODEMuS 
and if ever the Ithacians ſhould want aſſiſtance from 
the Cretans, depend on me to my laſt breath.” He 
then embraced us tenderly ; and we in thanking 
him could not withhold our tears. 

The wind now ſwelling our fails, promiſed a hap- 
py voyage. Soon the coaſt diſappeared, and mount 
Ida was in our view like a little hill, while the coaſt 
of Peloponneſus ſeemed advancing in the ſea to meet 
us. Suddenly a black ſtorm ſhrouded the ſkies, 
and rouſed all the billows of the main. The day 
changed into night, and death preſented itſelf be- 
fore us. It was you, O NeeTuNE, who, by your 
awful trident, excited all the waters of your vaſt 
domain. VENus, to revenge our contempt of her 
even in her temple at Cythera, had recourſe to that 
god; ſhe addreſſed him in grief; her beautiful eyes 
were bathed in tears (at leaſt I was thus informed 
by MEnTos, who is well acquainted with divine mat- 
ters). Will you ſuffer,” ſaid ſhe, ** thoſe impious 
wretches, unpuniſhed, to trifle with my power ? The 
gods themſelves feel it; yet theſe audacious mortals 
have dared condemn whatever is done in my iſland. 
They pique themſelves on a wiſdom of univerfal 
proot; and love they treat as folly. Have you 
forgot that I was born in your empire? Why delay 
you a moment to -overwhelm in your profound 
abyſs thoſe two men whom I cannot endure ?” She 
had ſcarcely done ſpeaking, when NEeTUNE mounted 
his billows to the ſkies; and Venus laughed, think- 
ing our {ſhipwreck inevitable. Our pilot, amazed, 
declared he could no longer reſiſt the winds, which 
drove us violently toward the rocks: a dreadful 
{quall carried away our maſt, and immediately after 
we heard our veſſel ſtrike on the rocks, whoſe ſharp 
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ints entered her bottom. The water ruſhtd in on 
all ſides; the veſſel foundered. The mariners in- 
voked heaven in moſt lamentable cries. I embraced 
MENTOR, ſaying, Now for death; let us meet it 
undaunted. The gods have delivered us from ſo 
many dangers, only that we might periſh to-day. 
Let us die, MENTox, let us die. It is conſolation 
to me that I die with you; vain were a ſtruggle 
for our lives in ſuch a tempeſt.” MENTOR replied: 
True courage finds always ſome reſource. *Tis 
not enough readily to meet death with calmneſs ; we 
muſt likewiſe, fearleſsly, uſe every effort to repel it. 
Let us, both together, lay hold of one of thele huge 
rowers* benches. While this crowd of men, ter- 
rified and perplexed, regret life, without ſeeking 
any expedient to fave it, let us not loſe a mo- 
ment, but try to preſerve our lives.” So ſaying, 
he ſeized a hatchet, and cut away the maſt, which 
being already broke, and over-hanging into the ſea, 
had laid the ſhip on her fide ; then puſhing it over 
the ſhip, he ſprung upon it, amid the raging waves; 
and calling me by name, encouraged me to follow 
him. As a huge tree, aſſaulted by every wind com- 
bined, ſtands firm and ſteady, fixed by its roots pro- 
found, ſo that the ſtorm can only ſhake its leaves; 
thus MEN Ton, not only ſteady and intrepid, but 
ſerene and calm, ſeemed to command both winds 
and waves. I followed him: who would not have 
followed him, encouraged as I was by him? We 
conducted ourſelves by the floating maſt : it was of 
great ſervice to us, by affording us a ſeat. Had we 
been forced to ſwim inceſſantly, our ſtrength would 
have been ſoon exhauſted : but often the tempeſt 
rolled this great log over, and we were plunged 
in the ſea: we then ſwallowed the ſalt water, and it 
ran from our mouths, ears, and noſtrils, and we were 
obliged to ſtruggle with the waves to recover the up- 
per part of the maſt. Sometimes a billow, moun- 
tain high, broke over us, and we held with all 
our 
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our might, leſt by ſo violent a ſhock the maſt, which 
was our only hope, ſhould eſcape us. While we 
were in this dreadful ſituation, MENTOR, as uncon- 
cerned as he now 1s, ſitting upon that turf, ac- 
coſted me thus: “ Do you think, TELEMACHUS, 
that your life is at the mercy of winds and waves ? 
Do you imagine they can deprive you of it, without 
the conſent of the gods? No, no; the gods deter- 
mine every thing. The gods then, not the ſea, you 
ought to fear. Were you at the bottom of the deep, 
the hand of JueiTER could deliver you thence. 
Were you in Olympus, and ſaw the ſtars under your 
feet, JUPITER could plunge you to the bottom of the 
deep, or throw you headlong into the flames of dread- 
ful Tartarus.” I heard, and I admired theſe ſenti- 
ments, which yielded me ſome comfort ; but I was 
not enough maſter of myſelf to make him any an- 
ſwer. He did not ſee me, nor could I ſee him. We 
paſſed the whole night ſhivering with cold, and 
half dead, not knowing whither we were driven by 
the tempeſt. At laſt the wind began to abate, and 
the bellowing ſea reſembled one who, after a long 
height of paſſion, tired of his fury, has but the 
remains of his former perturbation ; it groaned but 
dully, and its billows were now little higher than 
the ridges in a ploughed field. In the mean time, 
Aurora came to open the gates of heaven to Phœ- 
bus, and foretold a fine day. The eaſt was all on 
fire, and the ſtars, which had been ſo long concealed, 
appeared again, but fled on the approach of Phœ- 
bus. We deſcried land at a diſtance, and the wind 
wafted us towards it. Then 1 felt hope revive in 
my heart ; but we perceived none of our compa- 
nions : apparently they all gave way to deſpair, and 
were {ſwallowed up in the tempeſt, together with the 
ſhip. When we drew near the land, the ſea drove us 
againſt points of rocks, which would have been 
fatal to us, had we not preſented the end of the 
maſt to them, of which MzxnTor made the ſame 
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uſe, as an expert pilot does of a good helm. Thus 
we avoided thofe frightful rocks, and found at laſt 
a ſmooth open beach, whither ſwimming without 
fatigue, we landed on the ſhore. There you firſt 
ſaw us, O mighty goddeſs, who inhabit this ifle ; 
and there you deigned to receive us with kindneſs. 


END OF THE SIXTH BOOK, 


ARGUMENT OF THE SEVENTH BOOK. 


CALYPSO, ruck with admiration of TELEMA“ 


chus and bis adventures, uſes all the means ſhe can 
think of to prevent his quitting the iſland, and to cap- 
tivate his heart, MENTOR, by his remonſtrances, 
enables TELEMACHus to baffle both the artifices 
of the goddeſs, and of CurPiD, whom VENUS had 


ſent to ber affiſtance. Nevertheleſs, TELEMAChvus 


and the nymph EucHaris become mutually ena- 
moured ; which excites firſt the jealouſy, and after- 
wards the anger of CALVYPSO againſt the two 
lovers. She ſwears by Styx, that TELEMACHvus 


Hall quit ber ie. Cupip comes and comforts ber, 


and engages her nymphs to go and burn the bark 
which MENTOR had built; and to which he was 
then in a manner dragging TELEMACHUS, in order 
to put him on board, and carry him off. TELEMA- 
CHUS feels à ſecret joy at ſeeing the bark on fire; 
which MENTOR perceiving, puſhes him into the 
fea, and throws himſelf in after him, in order to 


fwim to another ſhip, that was but a little way from 
the ſhore, 
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HEN TELEMACHus had finiſhed his reci- 
tal, the nymphs who, without moving, had 
fixed their eyes on him all the time, now gazed on 
each other. Who,” ſaid they, greatly ſurpriſed, 
« are theſe two men, ſo favoured by the gods? 
Were ever {uch marvellous adventures heard of be- 
fore? The ſon of ULxsskEs already ſurpaſſes his 
father in eloquence, wiſdom, and valour. What 
an air! what beauty! what ſweetneſs ! what mo- 
deſty ! eſpecially, what nobleneſs and magnanimity ! 
Did we not know he is of mortal race, we ſhould 
readily take him for Bacchus, or Mercury, or even 
the great Apollo! But who is that MENTOR, appa- 
rently plain, ſimple, ordinary; yet, on nearer view, 
ſomething ſhews in him more than human?“ | 
CaLvyeso heard this diſcourſe with uneaſineſs ſhe 
could not hide: her wandering eyes rolled inceſſantly 
from MExTok to TELEMACHUus, from TELEMA- 
cHus to MENTOR. Sometimes ſhe wiihed the latter 
ſhould recommence the long ſtory of his adventures 
then ſhe would ſuddenly interrupt herſelf. At laſt, 
ſtarting up, ſhe led TELEMACHUs alone into a 
myrtle grove, where ſhe was extremely inquiſitive to 
learn from him whether MENTOR was not a divinity 
concealed under human form. TELEMACHus could 
not acquaint her; for MinzRva, while the accom- 
panied him under the appearance of MENTOR, had 
never diſcovered herſelf to him, on account of his 
youth. She did not, as yet, confide enough in his 
lecrecy, to communicate to him her defigns. Be- 
tides, ſhe intended putting him to the proof, by 
expoſing him to the greateſt dangers; and had he 
known that MixnzRva was his attendant, ſuch 
O aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance would have elevated him too much, and 
the moſt alarming accidents would have made no 
impreſſion on him. He ſuppoſed then Mixtrva 
to be MENTOR, and all the artifices of CALYPs0 
were altogether ineffectual to diſcover the ſecret. 

In the mean time, the nymphs crowding about 
MExToR, were entertained in aſking him queſtions. 
One requeſted to know the events of his travels to 
Athiopia; another was curious to learn what he 
had ſeen at Damaſcus; and a third aſked him if 
he was acquainted with ULYssEs before the ſiege of 
Troy. He antwered all with mildneſs, and his lan— 
guage, though ſimple, was graceful. CAL vy so left 
them not long to this converſation : ſhe returned; 
and while the nymphs were gathering flowers, and 
ſinging to divert LELEMACHUs, ſhe took MENTOR 
aſide for diſcourſe. Balmy fleep ſteals not more 
ſweetly on heavy eyes, or diffuſes its healing virtue 
through weary limbs, than did the flattering words 
of the goddeſs inſinuate themſelves to inveigle ME x- 
TOR. But ſhe always found in him a certain ſecret 
energy, that repelled all her efforts, and trifled with 
her charms. Like a high towering rock, whoſe 
ſummit hides among the clouds, and which mocks the 
furious winds, did MENTOR, unſhaken in his pur— 
poles, ſuffer the attempts of the goddeſs, Sometimes 
he permitted her to fancy ſhe ſhould entangle him 
by her queſtions, and extract the truth from the re- 
ceſſes of his heart. But, in the moment ſhe fondly 
expected her curiolity would be ſatisfied, her hopes 
vaniſhed. What ſhe thought ſhe graſped, inſtantly 
ſlipped away: and ſome conciſe reply of MENTOR, 
reinvolved her in every uncertainty. Thus ſhe paſſed 
her days, ſometimes flattering TELEMACHus, ſome- 
times endeavouring to detach him from MENTOR, 
from whom ſhe now deſpaired of any diſcloſure. 
She employed her moſt beautiful nymphs to kindle 
the flame of love in the heart of young TELEMA- 
CHUs, and a divinity more powerful than herſelf 
came to aſſiſt her in obtaining ſucceſs. 

Vrxus, 
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Venvs, ſtill glowing with reſentment for the con- 
tempt which MENTOR and TELEMACHUsS had ſhewn 
of the worſhip paid her in the ifle of Cyprus, was 
extremely mortified to find theſe two raſh mortals 
had eſcaped the fury of the winds and waves, in the 
ſtorm raiſed by NEeTUNE. She made heavy com- 
plaints of it to JUPITER ; but the father of the gods 
imiling, without acquainting her that the ſon of 
ULYssEts had been ſaved by MixERVA, under the 
appearance of MENTOR, gave her permiſſion to 


ſearch new expedients for completing her revenge. 


She quitted Olympus, and forgetting the {ſweet per- 
fumes burnt on her altars in Paphos, Cythera, or 
Idalia, ſhe mounted her chariot drawn by doves, ſhe 
called her ſon, and, while grief diffuſed new charms 
upon her lovely countenance, thus accoſted him: 
£ Seeſt thou, my fon, theſe two men, who deſpiſe 
thy power and mine? Who in future will be our 
yotaries ? Deſcend with me to that iſland: go; pierce 
with thy arrows theſe two unfeeling hearts, while I diſ- 
courſe with CaLyPso.” She ſaid, and cleaving the 
air in a golden cloud, preſented herſelf to CALyY pso, 
who was at that moment alone by a fountain fide, 
remote from her grotto. * Unhappy goddeſs !” ſaid 
ſhe, the ungrateful UL xssEs deſpiſed you; his ſon, 
ſtill more inſenſible, would treat you with equal con- 
tempt : but Cu ip himſelf comes to revenge you; I 
leave him with you ; he will be among your nymphs, 
as the infant god Bacchus was formerly among the 
nymphs of Naxos, by whom he was nurſed. Tx- 
LEMACHUS will regard him as a ſimple child; he 
cannot ſuſpect him, but he will quickly feel his 
power.“ She ſpoke, and re- aſcending in the golden 
cloud ſhe had quitted, left behind her an ambroſial 
odour, with which all CaLyPso's groyes were per- 
fumed. 

The god of love remained in the arms of CA- 
LYPSO: though a goddeſs, ſhe felt the flame now 
glowing in her heart. To procurer elief ſhe gave 
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him directly to the nymph who was near her, named 
EvcnARis. But alas! how often did ſhe afterwards 
repent of having thus done ! At firſt nothing ap- 
peared more innocent, gentle, amiable, frank, and 
good-humoured than this child. To ſee him always 
ſprightly, obliging, laughing, one would have thought 
he could have given only pleafure : but ſcarcely 
were his careſſes accepted with confidence, ere they 
were found ſtrangely empoiſoned. The falſe and 
malicious child careſſed only to betray, and never 
laughed but at miſchief he had done, or propoſed 
to do. McrnNrTor's ſeverity frightened him, fo that 
he feared to go near him; ſenſible that this unknown 
perſon was proof againſt all his arrows, and abſo- 
lutely invulnerable. As for the nymphs, they ſoon felt 
flames that treacherous Cup ip lighted ; but carefully 
concealed the deep wounds that rankled in their 
hearts. 

In the mean time, TEeLEMAcnvs, ſeeing the child 
playing with the nymphs, was ſtruck with his beauty 
and good humour. Taking him, he ſometimes car- 
ried him in his arms, ſometimes ſeated him on his 
knees, But he ſoon felt an uneaſineſs, whoſe caule 
he could not diſcover ; the more he fought innocent 
amuſement, the more was he uneaſy and enfeebled. 
Have you obſerved,” faid he to MENTOR, © theſe 
nymphs ? How different are they from the women 
of the iſle of Cyprus, whoſe want of modeſty ren- 
dered their charms diſguſting ! Theſe immortal 
beauties diſplay an innocence, modeſty, and ſimpli- 
city, replete with charms,” While he ſpoke thus, 
he bluſhed, without Knowing why. He could not 
forbear talking; yet ſcarce begun, he ſtopped ſhort ; 
his converſation was broken, obſcure, and often 
without meaning. 

MeNrTok replied : * O TELEMACHs! the dan- 
gers of the iſle of Cyprus were nothing compared to 
thoſe, of which you do not miſtruſt yourſelf at pre- 
ſent, Groſs vice excites horror; brutal impudence 
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raiſes indignation : modeſt beauty is much more dan- 
gerous. In loving it, we imagine we only love 
virtue, and are inſenſibly caught by the &Jufive 
bait of a paſſion unperceived, til} almoſt vo late 
to overcome it. Shun, my dear TELEMACHus, ſhun 
thoſe nymphs, who affect modeſty only to deude you 
the more eaſily, Avoid the dangers to wich your 
youth expoſes you; but eſpecially avoid that b, y, 
whom you know not. It is Cur ip, brought hit.er 
by his mother Venus, to avenge the contempt you 
ſhewed of her worſhip at Cythera, He has wounced 
the heart of the goddeſs CALYPSo, who paſſion- 
ately loves you; he has enflamed all her nymphs : 
you yourſelf are enflamed, O unhappy young man! 
almoſt without your knowledge.” 

TELEMACHUsS often interrupted MrnToR, and 
faid : “ Why do not we fix our reſidence in this 
iſland? ULyssEs muſt be dead: he muſt have been 
buried long ago in the ſea. PENELOPE, not ſeeing 
either him or me return, muſt have yielded to ſome 
of her ſuitors, Her father Icarus has compelled 
her to take another huſband. Shall I return to Itha- 
ca, and ſce her engaged in new connex10ns, after 
having violated the faich ſhe plighted to my father? 
The Ithacians have forgot ULyssEs. We cannot 
return thither without expoſing ourſelyes to certain 
death, as PENELOPE's lovers have, no doubt, ſecur-— 
ed all the avenues of the port, to enſure our deſtruc- 
tion at our return.” 

MrenrToR thus replied : “ Such are the effects of a 
blind paſſion! We are very ingenious in finding ar- 
guments to defend it, but we recall, fearing to ſee 
thoſe that condemn it. Ingenious, only to deceive 
ourſelves, and to ſtifle our remorſe. Have you forgot 
all that the gods have done to reſtore you to your 
native country? How did you eſcape from Sicily? 
Did not the misfortunes vou underwent in Ægypt 
ſuddenly terminate in proſperity ? What unſeen hand 
delivered you from all the dangers that threatened 
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your life in Tyre? After ſo many wonderful eſcapes, 
are you ſtill to learn what the deſtinies reſerve for 
you? But what do I ſay? You are unworthy of it. 
As to me, I will go: I know how to quit the 
Hand. Baſe ſon of ſo wiſe and ſo generous a father, 
leadd heie an indolent, diſhonourable life among wo- 
men; ad, in oppoſition to the gods, do what your 
farer counted unworthy !” 

x heſe contemptuous reproaches ſtung TELEMA- 
CHUS to the heart; he was vexed at theſe expreſſions 
of MENTOR; his grief was mingled with ſhame. He 


_ dreaded the diſpleaſure and departure of ſo wile a 


man, to whom he was ſo greatly indebted. But a 
naſcent paſhon, unknown to himſelf, rendered him 
no longer the ſame man. © What then,” ſaid he to 
MENTOR, with tears in his eyes, * do you reckon 
the immortality offered me by the goddeſs as no- 
thing?” © I reckon as nothing,” replied MENTOR, 
% whatever 1s contrary to virtue, and the will of the 
gods. Virtue calls you to your native country, to 
fee ULYssEs and PENELOPE ; virtue forbids you 
to give way to a fooliſh paſſion: the gods, who have 
delivered you from ſo many dangers, to make your 
glory equal that of your father, command you to 
quit this iſle. Love alone, that ſhameful tyrant, can 
detain you in it. Alas! what would immortality. fig- 
nify to you, without liberty, without virtue, without 
glory? You would be only the more miſerable in 


- being immortal.” 


To thele reflections TELEMACHus replied only by 
fighs. Sometimes he would have been glad that 
MzenTor had carried him away by main force; at 
other times he wiſhed him gone, that he might no 
more be upbraided with his weakneſs, or in fight of 
this ſevere friend. By ſuch contrary thoughts, utterly 
indeterminate, was his heart alternately agitated, like 
the {ea when the ſport of ſtormy winds. Sometimes 
he lay ſtretched and motionleſs on the beach, ſome- 
times in the middle of ſome gloomy wood, weeping 
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bitterly, and roaring like a lion. He was become 


meagre ; his eyes were hollow and conſumed. To 
ſee him ſo pale, ſo diſpirited, fo disfigured, one would 
not have taken him for TELEMACHUS. His beauty, 
his vivacity, his noble graceful air, now vaniſhed. 
As a flower, which blows in the morning, and diffuſes 
its ſweet perfumes throughout the mead, towards 
evening begins to fade, loſing its lively colours, it 
droops, dries, and hangs its head, unable to ſupport it: 
thus was the ſon of ULyssEs at the gates of death. 
MenrTor finding TELEMACHus could not reſiſt 
the violence of his paſſion, formed, with great ſaga- 
city, a ſcheme, to deliver him from ſuch imminent 
danger. He obſerved that CAL Y SO was deeply ena- 
moured of TEeLEMAcHus; and TELEMACHus no 
leſs captivated by the young nymph EvucHaris; 
for cruel CvuP1D, to torment poor mortals, contrives 
that mutual paſſions are rare. MENTOR reſolved to 
excite the jealouſy of CaLyPso. One day, when 
TELEMACHUS was to accompany EUcHARIs in hunt- 
ing, he ſaid to CaLYyso: „I obſerve TELEMA- 
CHUS is grown fond of the chace ; I never noticed 
this before; this pleaſure begins to diſreliſh all other: 
he takes delight in nothing ſo much as the wildeſt fo- 
relts, and mountains. Is it you, O goddeſs, who 
have inſpired him with this prodigious ardour ?” 
CAaLYPso was cruelly piqued at hearing this re- 


mark: and could not contain her chagrin. That 


TELEMACHvUs,” ſaid ſhe, “„ who ſcorned all the 
pleaſures of the iſle of Cyprus, cannot refiſt the 
middling beauty of one of my nymphs. How dare 
he boaſt of performing ſo many wonderful exploits, 
he, whoſe heart is enervated by pleaſure, and who 
ſeems born but to lead an obſcure life among wo- 
men!” MER ron, obſerving with pleaſure, how greatly 
the heart of the goddeſs was diſtracted with jealouſy, 
ſaid no more, leſt ſhe ſhould diſtruſt him. Only 
he appeared before her melancholy and dejected. 
Therefore, when the ſaw any thing that made her 

uncaly, 
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uneaſy, the goddeſs was ſure to inform Myron, 
and was inceſſantly making freſh complaints. But 
this hunting, of which MexTor had advertiſed her, 
drove her quite to diſtraction. She ſaw it was a con- 
trivance of TELEMACHUS to get rid of the other 
nymphs, that he might ſpeak to Eucyar1s alone. 
And now another hunting was propoſed, with the 
ſame view, ſhe imagined, as the firſt, But to defeat 
the deſign of TELEMAcuvs, ſhe declared ſhe would 
be of the party; yet, inſtantly, unable to check her 
reſentment, ſhe thus accoſted him: © Was it for 
this, Oraſh young mortal, thou art come into my iſle, 
eſcaping the delerved ſhipwreck which NEPTUNE 
deſigned thee, and the vengeance of the gods? To 
ſlight my power, and the love I have expreſſed for 
thee, didſt thou enter this iſle, from which every 
mortal is excluded? O divinities of Olympus and 
Styx, hear an unhappy goddeſs! Deſtroy immediately 
this perfidious, this ungrateful, this impious man. 
Since thou art more cruel and unjuſt than thy fa- 
ther, may thy ſufferings be greater and more laſting 
than his. No, no, mayeſt thou never ſee again thy 
native land, that poor wretched Ithaca, which thou 
art not aſhamed to prefer to immortality ; or rather, 
mayelt thou periſh in the midſt of the ſea, beholding 
It at a diſtance, and may thy body, become the {port 
of the waves, without hope of ſepulture, be caſt on 
the ſhore of this iſland ; may my eyes ſee it devoured 
by vultures. She too, whom thou loveſt, will ſee it, 
ſhe will ſee it; it will rend her heart, and her deſpair 
will be my felicity.“ 

CaLYPso's eyes, as thus ſhe ſpoke, were fiery and 
enflamed, her looks fierce and gloomy, perpetually 
ſhitting from object to object: her quivering Cheeks 
were tull of black, livid {pots ; ſhe changed colour 
every moment; death-hike paleneſs often overſpread 
her countenance: but ſhe ſhed not abundant tears 
as formerly; rage and deſpair ſeemed to have dried 
up their ſource; and ſcarcely did a few ſteal abs 
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der face: her voice was hoarſe, broken, and faltering. 


MN TOR obſerved all theſe emotions, but forbore 


ſpeaking to TRELEMACH¹HUs, whom he treated as a 
patient given over and quitted by his phyſicians 3 
yet he would often look at him with tendet compaſ- 


hon. 


TELEMACHUS was ſenſible how much he was to 
blame, and how unworthy the friendſhip of MER“ 
ToR. He was afraid to open this eyes, left they 
ſhould meet thoſe of his friend, whoſe very filence 
condemned him. Sometimes he ſtrongly inclined 
to go and throw himſelf on his neck, and profeſs 
how great was his grief for his fault; but he was 
with-held, ſometimes by a falſe ſhame, ſometimes by 
the fear of going farther than he inclined, to deliver 
himſelf from danger: for the danger ſeemed inviting ; 
and he could not yet reſolve to vanquith his frantic 
paſſion. 

The gods and goddeſſes of Olympus, aſſembled 
in profound filence, fixed their eyes on the iſland of 
CALYPSo, to ſce who would prove victorious, Mi— 
NERVA or Cuyerp. Cured, by playing with the 
nymphs, had ſet all the ifle on fire; Mix ERVA, 
under the figure of MENTOR, employed the jealouſy 
inſeparable from love againſt the god of love him- 
lelf. JortirER reſolved to remain neuter, and be 
only ſpectator of the combat. 

Meanwhile, Euch AR Is, afraid leſt TELEMACHuus 
ſhould eſcape her, employed a thouſand artifices to 
rivet his chains. The time appointed for the ſecond 
chace was come, and ſhe dreſſed herſelf like Di- 
ANA : ſo many new charms had Venus and Cor ip 
beſtowed on her, that her beauty this day eclipſed 
even that of the goddeſs CALyYeso herſelf. CaLyeso 
ſeeing her at a diſtance, then ſurveying her own 
image in the cleareſt of her fountains, was aſhamed : 
Inſtantly ſhe hid herſelf in the depth of her grotto, 
where, all alone, ſhe thus ſpoke : | 

In vain then have I hoped to trouble theſe two 
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lovers, by declaring that I would engage in this 
chace ! Shall I? Shall I go; to her triumph, and 
to make my beauty a foil to hers? Needs TELE- 
MACHUS the ſight of me to heighten his paſſion 
for his Evcyaris? O unhappy me! what have I 
done? No, I will not go, nor ſhall they themſelves 
go; I know how to prevent them. I will ſeek MEN“ 3 
TOR, intreat him to carry off TELEMACHbs, and 
conduct him to Ithaca: But what do I ſay? What 
will become of me, when TELEMACHUs is gone? 
Where am I? What remains to be done? O cruel 
Venus! VrNrs, you have deceived me; O the 
perfidious preſent you made me! Pernicious boy, 
thou peſtilent CUurip ! I had opened my heart to 
thee in expectation of living happy with TELEMA- 
CHUS: and thou haſt brought into that heart only 
trouble and deſpair. My nymphs have rebelled 
againſt me; my divinity ſerves but to make my m1- 
{ery endleſs. O were I free to end my woes by death! 
TELEMAC Hus, thou muſt die, fince I cannot. I will 
be avenged of thy ingratitude ; thy nymph ſhall ſec 
it: I will pierce thee before her eyes. Bur I rave! 
Wretched CaLyrso! what is thy defign? To de- 
ſtroy an innocent youth, whom thou thyſelf haſt 
plunged into this abyſs of miſery? It was I who 
lighted up the flame in the botom of the chaſte 
TELEMAchus. What innocence ! what virtue! 
what abhorrence of vice! what reſolution againſt 
infamous pleaſures! Muſt I corrupt his heart? 
otherwiſe he would have left me. Well ! but mult 
I not either part with him, or {ee him deſpiſing me, 
living only tor my rival? No, no; my ſufferings 
are but what I deſerve. Go, LELEMAcHus ; away 
beyond the ſea ; leave CALyyso0 comfortleſs, unable 
to ſupport life, or to find relief in death. Leave her 
inconſolable, overwhelmed with ſhame and deſpair, 
to pals her days with thy proud paramour Eucnya- 
R1s.” Thus the ſpake alone in her grotto ; but ſud— 
denly ſhe ſallied out, exclaiming: © MexTos, where 
| are 
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are you? Is it thus you defend TELEMACHVs againft 
the aſſaults of vice, to which he yields? You fleep, 
while Cu?1D 1s vigilant againſt you. I can no lon- 
ger bear the baſe indifference you ſhew. Will you 
calmly ſee the ton of ULyssts diſhonour his father, 
unmindful of his high deſtiny ? To you, or to me, 
have his parents committed his direction ? *T1s I who 
endeavour to cure his paſſion, and you—will you do 
nothing? In the depth of this foreſt are large pop- 
lars, capable of conſtructing a veſſel; there ULys- 
SES built that in which he ſailed from this iſle. You 
will find at the ſame place a deep cavern, where are 
all implements neceflary for preparing and putting 
together the parts of a veſſel.” 

Scarce had ſhe pronounced theſe words than ſhe 
repented. MN ro loſt not a moment: he went to 
the cavern, found the implements, felled the pop- 
lars, and in one day fitted up a veſſel for ſea. For 
the power and diligence of Minerva require no long 
time to execute the greateſt works. 

CaLYyso0 was now very much perplexed in her 
mind: on one hand, ſolicitous to ſee how MEN“ 
TOR's work proceeded; on the other, unable to 
prevail on herlelf to relinquiſh the chace, and 
thereby leave TELEMACHUs and Euch Is at full 


liberty. Jealouſy would not ſuffer her to loſe fight 


of the two lovers: but ſhe contrived to turn the 
chace toward the place where ſhe knew MENTOR was 
at work. She heard the ſtrokes of the hatchet and 
hammer: ſhe liſtened ; ſhe trembled at every ſtroke. 
At that very inſtant too was ſhe uneaſy, leſt in her re- 
verie ſome ſign, ſome glance of the eye from TELE“ 
MACHUS to EUcHAR1s, ſhould eſcape her. 

In the mean time, EuchaRis ſaid to TELEMA/ 
CHUS in a ſneering tone: Have you no fear leſt 
MN ro ſhould call you to account, for preſuming to 
go a hunting without him? How much you are to be 
pitied, in being ſubject to ſo harſh a maſter! His au- 
ſterity nothing can mitigate : he affects an averſion 
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to pleaſure, and cannot bear you ſhould partake of 
any; your molt innocent actions he charges on you 
as crimes. You might indeed be guided by him 
while you was not in a condition to conduct your- 
ſelf; but after having diſplayed ſo much wiſdom, 
you ought not to allow yourſelf to be treated as a 
child.” 

This artful remonſtrance made a deep impreſhon 
on TELEMAcHuUs, and filled him with diſlike againſt 
MkExron, whole yoke he reſolved to ſhake off, He 
was ſo much mortified, that he made no reply to Eu- 
CHARI1S, and he feared to ſee MENTOR. In fine, to- 
ward evening, the chace, which had paſſed in con- 
tinua] conſtraint on both ſides, being over, they re- 
turned by a corner of the foreſt, adjoining the place 
where MENTOR had been at work all day. Ca- 
LYPso from a diſtance ſaw the ſhip finiſhed ; 1n- 
ſtantly thick darkneſs, like that of death, overſpread 
her eyes. Her trembling knees ſunk under her, a 
cold ſweat over-run all her limbs ; ſhe was obliged 
to lean on the nymphs about her: but Eucyaris 
offering her hand to ſupport her, ſhe puſhed her 
away, darting at her a Sebel look. 

TELEMACHus, who ſaw the veſſel, but not MEN“ 
TOR, who, having finiſhed his work, bad retired, aſked 
the goddeſs, © ro whom ſhe belonged, and what ſhe 
was intended for?“ At firſt ſhe could make no reply; 
but at length ſaid : “ ordered her to be built to 
carry MENTOR home; you will no longer be con- 
ſtrained by that auſtere friend, who prevents your 
being happy, jealous of your becoming immortal.“ 
MEN xToR forſakes me; 1am undone !” cried TRE“EÜI 
LEMACHUS. 0 Eocnanis, if MENTOR forſakes 
me, I have only you left.” Theſe words eſcaped 
him in the tranſport of his paſſion, before he had 
time to refle& on the import of his expreſſions : he 
was immediately ſenſible of his error. All the nymphs 
were ſtruck dumbwith ſurpriſe. Eucaars, bluſhing 
and downcaſt, ftood behind the reſt, ſpecchleſs, afraid 

LO 
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to ſhew herſelf; yet, while ſhame glowed on her 
countenance, joy dilated her heart. TELEMACHUS 
was beſide himſelf, and could not conceive he had 
ſpoken ſo inconſiderately. What he had done ap- 
peared to him like a dream, but a dream whole 
effect was confuſion and uneaſineſs. 

CaLyYeso, more furious than a lioneſs robbed 
of her whelps, traverſed the foreſt without minding 
any path, or knowing whither ſhe went. At laſt, 
however, ſhe found herſelf at the entry of her grotto, 
where MENTOR awaited her. “ Get out of my 
iſle,” ſaid ſhe, “ ye ſtrangers, who are come to 
diſturb my tranquillity : far away, fooliſh boy; and 
you, imprudent old man, you too ſhall feel what is 
the reſentment of a goddeſs, if you do not imme- 
diately take him away. I will ſee him no more; I 
will ſuffer none of my nymphs to ſee him or ſpeak 
to him. I ſwear it by Styx, that oath at which the 
gods themſelves tremble. But know, TELEMACHus, 
thy misfortunes are not terminated. Ungrateful boy! 
thou ſhalt quit my iſle, only to be the prey of new 
diſaſters. 1 ſhall be.avenged; thou {halt regret CA- 
LYPS0, but in vain: NeePTUNE, ſtill incenſed againſt 
thy father, who offended him in Sicily, and ſolicited 
by Venus, whom thou halt treated with contempt 
in the iſle of Cyprus, prepares for thee other ſtorms. 
Thy father is not dead, and thou ſhalt ſee him again; 
but thou ſhalt ſee, without knowing him; nor ſhalt 
thou rejoin him in Ithaca till after having been the 
ſport of the moſt cruel fortune. Go: I conjure the 
celeſtial powers to avenge me! Mayſt thou, ſuſ- 
pended from a pointed rock, ſurrounded by the ſen, 
and blaſted by the thunder, vainly invoke Car y v0, 
who will be overjoyed at thy ſufferings.” 


Having thus vented her indignation, her diſtracted 
mind was ready to take new reſolutions, direct) n- 
trary. Love again excited in her heart a de 9 
detain TELEMACHus. © Let him live,” {ii ihe 


70 herſelf, let him continue here; perhaps he will 
2 at 
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at laſt be ſenſible how much I have done for him. 
EvcHraris cannot, like me, beſtow BY him immor- 
tality. O fhort-ſighted CaLyyso ! thou haſt be- 
trayed thyſelt by thy oath : thou art now faſt bound; 

and having ſworn by the waters of Styx, there remains 


No more hope for thee.” Nobody heard theſe words: 


but the furies appeared in her countenance, and all 
the poiſonous venoin of black Cocytus ſeemed to 
exhale from her heart. 

TELEMACHvs was ſtruck with horror at her. This 
ſhe perceived (for what can eſcape the penetration 
of a lover?) and his horror redoubled her rage. 
Like a Bacchanal, who fills the air with howlings till 
the lofty mountains of T hrace re-echo with the ſound, 
ſo did the goddets traverſe the woods, with a dart in 
her hand, calling all her nymphs, and threatening 
to put to death whoever did not follow her. Terri- 
fied with this menace, they all ran after her crowd- 
ing. Even Evcnakis followed with tears in her 
eyes, diſtantly looking at TELEMACHVUs, to whom 
ſhe durſt no longer ſpeak. The goddeſs ſhuddered 
ſeeing her near; and, far from being appeaſed by 
her ſubmiſſion, became more outrageous, finding 
that her beauty was heightened by diſtreſs. 

Now TEIEMAchus was left alone with MENTOR: 
he claſped his knees, afraid to embrace him other- 
wife, or to look at him. He ſhed a flood of tears; 
he would have {poke ; his voice failed: words failed 
him yet more; he neither knew what he ſhould do, 
what he was doing, or what he withed to do. At laſt 
he exclaimed, *« O MENTOR! my true father, de- 
liver me from fo many woes. I can neither forſake, 
nor follow you. Deliver me from ſo many woes : 
deliver me from myſelf, give me death.” 

MExTorR embraces, comforts, encourages him; 
without flattering his paſſion, teaches him to ſupport 
himſelf. ** Son of the ſage ULxsskEs,“ ſaid he, whom 


the gods have ſo much loved, and love ſtill; as a 


conſequence of their regard you ſuffer ſuch dreadful 
woes. 
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woes. He who has never felt his own weakneſs, 
and the violence of his paſſions, is not yet wile; 
is unacquainted with himſelf, and knows not how 
to diſtruſt himſelf. The gods have led you, as it 
were, by the hand, to the very brink of the prect- 
pice ; to ſhew you its height without ſuffering you 
to fall down it. Underſtand now what you never 
would have . underſtood had you not felt it. In 
vain, before, had been relations of the deluſions of 
love, which flatters only to deſtroy, and which, under 
ſeeming ſweets, conceals moſt exquiſite bitterneſs. 
He came, that boy full of charms, attended with 
ſmiles, ſports, and graces. You law him: he ſtole 
your heart, and you took pleature in permitting the 
theft. You induſtriouſly ſought prerences not to 
know the wound in your heart. You endeayoured 
to deceive me, and to flatter yourſelf: you appre- 
hended no danger. Behold the effects of your rafh- 
neſs : you requelt death, as the only hope left you ; 
the diſtracted goddeſs raves like an infernal fury; 
EccHaAr1s 1s conſumed by a flame more inſupport— 
able than the agonies of death; all the nymphs, 
from jealouſy, are ready to tear each other in pieces; 
and this has the treacherous Cueid done, who ap- 
pears ſo mild. Recall your courage : how greatly 
do the gods love you, ſince they open a fair way to 
you, by which to eſcape Cuy1D, and once more to 
ſee your native land! Carypso herſelf is bound 
to diſmiſs you; the ſhip is quite ready: why then 
delay we a moment to quit this iſle, where virtue 
cannot dwell 7” 

So ſaying, MExTor took him by the hand, drew- 
ing him toward the ſhore. TELEMA(Hus followed 
with reluctance, continually looking behind, and 
gazing at EUCHARIS as ſhe withdrew. As he could 
not ſee her face, he marked her fine braided hair, 
her ſlowing robe, her noble mien. He would wil- 
lingly have kiſſed her footſteps. Even when he had 
loſt ſight of her, he liſtened attentively, fancying he 


heard 
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heard her voice ; though abſent, ſhe was yet before 
him. She was depicted to the life in his imagination 
he even thought himſelf talking to her, not know- 
ing where he was, nor liſtening to MENTOR. At 
laſt, waking as from a deep ſleep, he thus accoſted 

ENTOR : I am determined to go with you, but 
I have not yet bid adieu to EucRARIS. I would 
rather die than leave her ſo ungratefully. Wait till 
I ſee her again, the laſt time, to bid her an eternal 
farewel. At leaſt, ſuffer me to ſay thus much to 
her: “O nymph, the cruel gods, the gods jealous 
of my happineſs, force me to depart : but ſooner 
ſhall they deprive me of life, than of my conſtant 
remembrance of you,” O, my father, either grant 
me this reaſonable, this laſt conſolation, or take 
away my life this inſtant. No, I will neither abide 
in this iſland, nor abandon myſelf to love. It is not 
love, but only friendſhip and gratitude my heart 
feels for EucuaR1s. Satisfied to bid her only once 
more adieu, I accompany you without delay.” 

4 How greatly I pity you!” ſaid MENTOR: 
F your paſlion is ſo violent, you are not ſenſible of 
it. You pretend to tranquillity, yet aſk for death. 
You dare maintain, that love has not vanquiſhed 
you, yet cannot you tear yourſelf from the nymph 
you love? You ſee, you hear, her only: to every 
thing elſe blind and deaf. Thus does a man in the 
delirium of a fever ſay, I am not ſick. O blind TEx- 
LEMACHUS, you would have renounced PENELOPE, 
who longs for your return; UL yssEs, whom you 
ſhall ſee again; Ithaca, where you are to reign ; the 
glory and high deſtiny which the gods have promiſed 

ou by ſo many miracles wrought in your favour ! 
All theſe bleſſings would you have renounced, to hve 
in diſhonour with Eucyari1s ! And will you yet lay, 
that love has not attached you to her? Whar then 
makes you unealy? Why wiſh you for death? 
Whence the tranſports wherein you ſpake before 
the goddeſs ? I do not accuſe you of inſincerity, but 
I lament 
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I tament your blindneſs. Fly, TELIEMAcHus, fly. 
Only by flight can love be overcome. Againſt ſuch 
an enemy true courage conſiſts in fear and flight; 
and flight too, without deliberation, and without tak- 
ing time ſo much as to look back. You have not 
forgot the ſolicitudes you have coſt me ſince your 
childhood, and from how many dangers you have 
eſcaped by following my advice-: either truſt me, 
or give me leave to quit you. Did you know how 
it grieves me, to ſee you run thus to ruin ! did you 


know what I have ſuffered, while I forbore ſpeaking 


to you ! The pangs of the mother who bore you 
were ſhort of mine: I was filent; I ſuppreſſed 
my chagrin ; I ſtifled my ſighs, ſtill hoping you 
would return to me. O my ſon, my dear ſon, 
comfort my heart, reſtore me what 1s dearer to me 
than life. Reſtore me TELEMACHUs, whom I have 
loſt ; return again to yourſelf, If your wiſdom con- 
trouls love, I live, and live happy; but if love 
miſleads you, in ſpite of wiſdom, MEN TroR cannot 
ſurvive.” 

While MExnTor ſpoke thus, he continued advance 
ing toward the ſea; and TELEMAcnvs, though not 
already ſo much invigorated as to follow him freely, 
yet was enough to {ſuffer himſelf to be led without 
reſiſtance, Mix ERA, ſtill diſguiſed under the figure 
of MENTOR, inviſibly covering TELEMACHnUs with 
her ægis, and diffuſing a ray of divinity around 
him, inſpired him with a fortitude he had never ex- 
perienced fince he. entered the iſland. They at laſt 
arrived at a part where the coaſt was ſteep and 
craggy: a rock continually beaten by the foaming 
waves. From this height, looking to lee if the ſhip 
Mrxrox had built was ſtill in the fame place, 
they beheld a diſmal ſpectacle. 

Corip was extremely chagrined to find that the 
old ſtranger not only was inſenſible to his darts, but 
had reſcued TELEUACchus. He wept with vexa- 
tion, and fought CALxPso, roaming ove the 
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gloomy foreſts. At fight of him ſhe ſhuddered ; 
and felt all the wounds in her heart bleed afreſh. 
Cupip accoſted her thus: “ You a goddeſs, yet 
ſuffer yourſelf to be overcome by a weak mortal, 
who is priſoner in your iſle ! Why do you ſuffer him 
to leave it?” © O, miſchievous Cueip !” ſhe re- 
plied, “ will no longer liſten to thy pernicious 
counſels : it is thou who haſt drawn me from pro- 
found and ſweet tranquillity, to plunge me in an 
abyſs of miſery. It is done; I have {worn by the 
waters of Styx to let TELEMACHus go: JUPITER 
himſelf, ſupreme of gods, dare not infringe that tre- 
mendous oath. TELEMACHvUs quits my iſland; quit 
it alſo, miſchievous boy; thou haſt done me more 
prejudice than he.” Cveip, wiping away his tears, 
replied with an ironical and malicious ſneer: Here 
is a mighty difficulty truly! let me manage; keep 
your oath, nor oppoſe the departure of TELEMA“ 
cHUs. Neither I, nor your nymphs, have ſworn by 
the waters of Styx that we will let him go. I will 
8 them to ſet on fire that ſhip which MENTOR 
as built in ſuch a hurry. His diligence, which 
ſurpriſed you, will ſignify nothing. He ſhall be ſur- 
priſed in his turn, and ſhall have no other means to 
deprive you of TELEMAEHus.“ 
Theſe flattering words inſpired the heart of CA- 
L VypSsO with freſh hope and joy. The effect of the 
cooling zephyr on the banks of a rivulet is, refreſh- 
ing the panting flocks that faint beneath the ſum- 
mer's heat; ſuch effect had this propoſal in ſoothing 
the deſpair of the goddeſs. Her looks reſumed ſere- 
nity, her eyes ſweetneſs; the gloomy ſolicitudes 
that preyed on her heart for a moment fled from 
her. She pauſed, ſmiled, carefled the gameſome 
god; and by thoſe careſſes prepared herſelf new 
troubles. | 
CuP1D, fatisfied he had perſuaded her, went to 
perſuade the nymphs, who were diſperſed all over 
the mountains, like a flock of ſheep, purſued by ta- 
maſhed 
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miſhed wolves, and driven far from the ſhepherd. 
Cuptp re- aſſembled them, and accoſted them thus: 
C TELEMACHUS is ſtill in your power. Haſten 
to burn the veſſel which preſumptuous Mx TOR 
has built for his flight.“ At once they lighted torches; 
then ran to the ſhore, agitated, ſcreaming, toſſing their 
diſhevelled locks like bacchanals. Already the curling 
flame aſcends ; it devours the veſſel, compoled of dry 
timber, and coated with pitch; columns of ſmoke 
and flame riſe to the clouds. 

From the ſummit of the rock, TELEMACHus 
and MENTOR beheld the flames, and heard the 
ſhouting nymphs. TELEMAchos was tempted to 
rejoice at this event ; for his heart was not yet cured : 
and MENnTor perceived his paſſion was like a fire 
ill extinguiſhed, which breaks out from time to time 
from underneath its aſhes, and fiercely ſparkles as it 
burns. Now,” ſaid TELEMAChus, „am I again 
entangled in my bonds. No hope remains of our 
quitting this iſſe.“ 

MEN ro ſaw plainly that TELEMAcHñs was go- 
ing to relapſe into all his weakneſſes, and that not 
a moment was to be loſt. He perceived far out 
at fea a ſhip at anchor, not daring to approach the 
iſland, for all pilots knew the iſle of Calypſo was 
inacceſſible to mortals. Inſtantly the ſagacious MEN - 
rok puſhed TELEMAchus into the fea, as he fat 
on the edge of a rock, and threw himſelf headlong 
after him. TELEMACUus, ſurpriſed by this violent 
tall, and toſſed about by the waves, ſwallowed bit- 
ter draughts of ſea-water. But, recollecting himſelt, 
and ſeeing MENToR holding out his arm to aſſiſt him 
in ſwimming, he thought of nothing now but to in- 
creale his diſtance from the fatal iſle. 

The nymphs, who thought they held their cap- 
tives lafe, unable to hinder their eſcape, broke out 
in furious exclamations. CAL vs, inconſolable, 
retired within her grotto, which echoed with her 
ſhrieks. Cue1y, who ſaw his triumph changed into 
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a ſhameful overthrow, riſing into middle air, flap- 
ping his wings, flew to the Idalian grove, where his 
cruel mother waited his return. Her offspring, 
ſtill more cruel, conſoled himſelf by laughing with 
her at the miſchief they had done. In proportion 
as TELEMACHvus advanced from the iſland, he felt 
with pleaſure his courage and his love of virtue re- 
vive. ] now feel,” ſaid he to MENTOR, the 
truth of what you told me, but which, for want of 
experience, I could not believe ; that vice can only 
be conquered by flight, O my father, how have 
the gods loved me, in granting me your afliſtance ! 
J deſerved to have been deprived of it, and left 
to myſelf. I now fear neither ſtorms, nor winds, 
nor ſeas. I fear only my paſſions. Cvueip alone, is 
more to be dreaded than all poſſible ſhipwrecks.” 


END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK, 
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ARGUMENT OF THE EIGHTH BOOK. 


MENTOR and TELEMACHvus are kindly received on 


board the ſhip, which was from Tyre, and commanded 
by ADpoam the brother of NARBAL. The cap- 
tain ſoon knew TELEMACHUS again, and informed 
bim of the tragical death of PYG6MAL1oON and As- 
TARBE, and that BALEAZAR, Whom the tyrant, 
bis father, had diſgraced at the inſtigation of that 
woman, had been advanced to the throne. During 
an entertainment be gave MENTOR and TELE- 
MACHUs, AcHiToas ſung ſo charmingly, that he 
drew the tritons, nereids, and the other ſea-gods 
and goddeſſes about the ſhip. MENTOR, taking a 
lyre, far excels Achiroas in playing upon it. 
ADoaM then recounts the wonders of BOETICA, de- 


feribing the mild temperature of the air, with other 


advantages and beauties of the country ; where the 
inhabitants lead a calm, peaceable life, with a great 


Þmplicity of manners, 
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18 ſhip at anchor, towards which they 
ſwam, was from Pheœnicia, and bound to 
＋ pirus. Theſe Phocnicians had ſeen TELEMAcnus 
in is paſſage from Egypt to Tyre, but they could 
NO. recognize him amid the waves. MENTOR, hav- 
ing «pproached near enough the ſhip to be heard, 
Talicd his head above the water, and, with a loud 
voice, thus he ſpake: © O Phcenicians, ſo ready in 
alliſting all nations, refuſe not to ſave the lives of 
tus men, who expect it from your humanity, If 
you venerate the gods, take us on board ; we will 
accompany you w hitherſocver you are bound.“ The 
commander replied: © We receive you on board 
with pleaſure; we are not to learn our duty to- 
ward. itrangers in ſuch evident diſtreſs.“ Accord- 
ingly they took them on board. They were ſcarce 
admitted, when their breath failed them, and they 
became motionleſs ; having ſwam long, and ſtrug- 
gled hard with the waves. By degrees, they reco- 
vered ſtrength; their clothes, which were ſo tho- 
roughly wet that the water poured from them in 
abundance, were changed. When they were able 
to ſpeak, the Phoenicians crowded about hem, im- 
patient to hear their adventures. The commander 
enquired of them : * How did you enter that iſland 
whence you came? It is ſaid to be inhabited by a 
cruel goddeſs, who ſuffers nobody to land in it. Be- 
ſides, it is ſurrounded with frightful rocks, againſt 
which the ſea beats in idle fury, ſo that there is no 
approaching 1t without being ſhipwrecked. 
MExTor replied : “ We were caſt upon it; we 
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are Greeks, our country is Ithaca, not far from 
Epirus, whither you are bound. Should you not 
wiſh to put into Ithaca which lies in your way, 
to carry us to Epirus is enough ; we ſhall find friends 
there to convey us the ſhort diſtance to Ithaca, and 
we ſhall ever owe to you the joy of ſeeing again 
what we moſt value in the world.” 

Thus MENTOR was ſpeaker; and TELEMAcnvus 
keeping filence, left him to ſpeak ; for the faults of 
his conduct in the ifle of CAaLvyyso had greatly in- 
creaſed his prudence. He miſtruſted himſelf, and felt 
the neceſſity of following the ſage counſels of ME x- 
rox; ſo that when he could not by ſpeaking aſk his 
advice, at leaſt he conſulted his eyes, and endeavour- 
ed to diſcover his ſentiments. 

The Phœnician commander fixing his eyes on 
TELEMAchus, thought he remembered to have 
ſeen him; but his remembrance was confuſed 
and embarraſſed. “ Allow me,“ ſaid he, “ to aſk 
you, if you recollect to have ſeen me before, as I 
have a notion I have ſeen you: your face is not un- 
known to me; it {truck me at firſt ; but I know not 
where I might have ſeen you : perhaps your memory 
may aſſiſt mine.” TELEMACHUs rephed, with 
mingled ſurpriſe and joy: * The fight of you 
has the ſame effect on me: I have ſeen you ſome- 
where; I remember you, but cannot recollect whe- 
ther at Tyre or in Egypt.” Then the Phoenician, 
like a man awaking in the morning, who by de- 
grees recollects the fleeting dream that had vaniſhed 
with his ſleep, exclaimed immediately: © You are 
TzLEMAcHus, for whom NarBaAL conceived a 
friendſhip, in our paflage from Egypt, I am his 
brother; of whom without doubt he muſt have often 
poke to you. I left you with him, after our return 
rom Egypt; being obliged to embark for the fa- 
mous Bœtica, near the Pillars of Hercules, far beyond 
the ſea. Thus having had but juſt a fight of you, 
no wonder I could not eatily recolle& you,” * I 
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find,” ſaid TELEMAcHvs, © you are ADOAM, 1 
had ſcarce an opportunity of ſeeing you at that time 
but I know you by the converſation of NaRBAL, 
O what joy, that I can be informed by you concern- 
ing a man who will ever be dear to me! Is he ſtill at 
Tyre? Is he not ſuffering ſome cruel treatment from 
the jealous, the barbarous PYGMAL1oNn ?” Apoan, 
interrupting him, replied : © TELEMAcHvs, be aſ- 
ſured, Fortune hath committed you to one who will 
take every care of you. I will return you to the iſle 
of Ithaca, before I go to Epirus; and you ſhall 
find equal friendſhip in NarBarL's brother, as in 
NarBaL himſelf.” As he ſpoke thus, perceiving 
that the breeze he waited for was ſpringing up, 
he ordered to weigh anchor, hoiſt the fails, and ply 
the oars. Then he retired with MENTOR and Tx- 
LEMACHUS, for private diſcourſe. 

] am going,” faid he, addreſſing TELEMAcnvs, 
ce to ſatisfy your curioſity. PyGMALION is no 
more ; the juſt gods have delivered the earth from 
him. As he truſted in nobody, nobody could truſt 
in him; good people contented themſelves with la- 
menting and avoiding his cruelties, unwilling actively 
to moleſt him. The wicked thought they could not 
ſecure their own lives but by ending his. There 
was no Tyrian but was daily in danger of becom- 
ing an object of his miſtruſt : his guards, particu- 
larly, were thus expoſed ; for, as his life was in their 
hands, he dreaded them more than others, and, 
on the leaſt ſuſpicion, ſacrificed them to his ſafety. 


Thus, violently ſeeking ſecurity, he- was unable to 


obtain it. Thoſe entruſted with his life were in con- 
tinual peril from his jealouſy, and could not relieve 
themſelves from this horrible fituation, otherwiſe than 
by preventing the tyrant's ſuſpicions by his death. 

« The impious AsTARBE, of whom vou have 
often heard, was the firſt to determine the king's de- 
ſtruction : ſhe being paſſionately in love with a rich 
young Tyrian, named JoAz AR, hoped to ſet him 
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on the throne. To ſucceed in this deſign, ſhe per- 
ſuaded the king, that his eldeit ſon, named PA- 
PAEL, impatient to be his ſucceſſor, had conſpired 
againſt him; and ſhe produced talle witneſſes to 
ellabliſh this conſpiracy, The unhappy King put his 
innocent ſon to death. The ſccond ton, named BA- 
LEAZAR, was ſent to Samos, pretendedly, to ace 
quire the manners and fciences of Greece; but in 
reality, becauſe AsTARBE had ſuggeſted to the 
king, that his abſence was neceilary, to prevent his 
forming connections with the malcontents. Scarcely 
was he departed, when thole who commanded the 
veſſel, having been bribed by that cruel woman, 
contrived to "founder in the night; they threw the 
voung prince into the lea, and lav ed themſelves by 
ſvimming to {ome foreign barks that waited to re- 
ceive them. 

« [In the mean time, PYGMALION alone was un- 
acquainted with ASTARBE'S amours ; he imagined 
himfelt the only object of her love. Thus did this 
miſtruſtful prince blindly repoſe implicit confidence 
in that wicked woman; blinded thus exceſſively by 
paſſion ! Now, his avarice prompted him to ſeek 
pretexts for putting to death Joazar, with whom 
ASTARBE was ſo delperately in love; and to ſeize 
the young man's wealth was his conſtant ſtudy. 

% While PY6MALION was thus a prey to avarice, 
love, and diftrult, A$TARBE haſtened to deprive 
him of life, apprehen(i ive that, perhaps, he had dil- 
covered lone at of her intamous intrigues with Joa- 
ZAR : belides, ſhe knew that avarice alone was ſat- 
Actent to determine the King's cruelty againft that 
voung man; ſhe concluded, therefore, not a mo- 
ment Thould be loſt to prevent it. The pt incipal 
officers of the palace ſhe ſaw were ready to imbrue 
their hands in the King's blood; ſhe heard every 
day accounts of ſome new conſpiracy ; bur ſhe was 
afraid to entruſt her deſigu to any, leſt ſhe ſhould 
be betrayed, To poiſon PxoMALION ſeemed to 
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her ſureſt and ſafeſt, He had generally nobody at, 


table beſides her, and what he intended for his own 
cating he dreſſed himſelf, miſtruſting every hand but 
his own. The better to conceal this miſtruſt, and 
to avoid notice while he was dreſſing victuals, he ſhut 
himſelf up in the moſt retired part of his palace ; 
he dared not venture to enjoy the pleaſures of the 
table, he dared not eat of any thing which he Knew 
not how to prepare himſelf. Conſequently he was ex- 
cluded not only from all food and delicacies, pre- 
pared by profeſled cooks; but allo from wine, bread, 

falt, oil, milk, or other ordinary food: he ate only 
fruits which he gathered with his own hands in his 
garden, or pulſe which he had ſown, and dreſſed him- 
ſelf. His only drink was water, which he drew 
himſelf from a well ſhut up in a part of his palace, 
the key of which he always kept. Though he ſeemed 
ſo full of confidence in AsrARBE, he omitted not 
to guard againſt even her: he made her always firſt 
partake of whatever he was to eat or drink, that if 
he was poiſoned, ſhe might ſhare his fate, and might 
not hope to ſurvive him. Bur, having taken an an- 
tidote, which an old woman, the confidante of her 
amours, and {till more wicked than herſelf, had fur- 
niſhed her with, ſhe was no longer deterred from 
poiſoning the king. And thus ſhe ſucceeded :—the 
old woman, whom I juſt mentioned, ſuddenly made a 
noiſe at a door, the inſtant they were fitting down 
to table, The king, ever expecting to be mur- 
dered, alarmed, ran immediately to that door to fee 1t 
it was thoroughly faſt. The. old woman retired, and 
the king was in great perplexity, not knowing what 
to think of what hc had heard, nor daring to open the 
door to enquire. ASTARBE Encourages him, carefles 
him, and preſſes him to eat; for ſhe had thrown 
poiſon 1nto his golden cup, while he went to the 
door. PyYG6MAL10N, according to cuſtom, bid her 
drink firſt, which ſhe did boldly, truſting to the 
antidote, He then drank allo, and ſoon after {wooned. 

ASTARBE, 
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ASTARBE, who knew that he would kill her on 
the leaſt ſuſpicion, began to tear her clothes and 
hair, ſhricking moſt hideouſly ; ſhe embraced the 
dying king, claſped him in her arms, bedewed him 
with a flood of tears, — for tears this artful woman 
had at command, they coſt her nothing: At laſt, 
when ſhe ſaw the King ready to expire, and almoſt 
in the agony of death, left he ſhould recover, and 
attempt to make her die with him, the paſſed from 
careſſes, and the ſtrongeſt marks of tenderneſs, to 
the molt ſavage fury; ſhe flew upon him, and 
ſtrangled him. Then ſnatching the royal ring from 
his finger, and the diadem from his head, ſhe ſent 
for JoaZar, and gave them both to him; flat- 
tering herſelf that all who had been her adherents, 
would infallibly indulge her paſſion, and proclaim 
her lover king. But thoſe who had been the moſt 
forward to pleaſe her were mean, mercenary wretches, 
altogether incapable of ſincere attachment. Beſides, 
they were deſlitute of courage, and dreaded the ene- 
mies ASTARBE had drawn on herſelf; in fact, they 
dreaded ſtill more the haughtineſs, diſſimulation, and 
cruelty of chis impious woman. Each for bis own 
ſecurity deſired her deſtruction. 

*The palace, by this time, was a dreadful ſcene 
of tumult, every where were heard the exclama- 
tions of thoſe crying: * The king is dead!“ Some 
were diſmayed ; others ran to arins. All, though 
fearful of what might follow, ſeemed plealed with 
the news. The report rapidly ſpread from mouth 
to mouth, throughout the vaſt city of Tyre, but found 
not a ſingle perſon who regretted the king; his demiſe 
was counted the deliverance, and relief of the whole 
people. NARBAL reccived the news with great emo- 
tion. He lamented, like a good man, the infatuation 
of PyY6MAL1oN in betraying himſelf by implicit 
tubjection to the wicked ASTARBE ; and in prefer- 
ring to be an execrable tyrant, rather than (according 
to the duty of a King) the father of his people. Soli- 
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citous for the public welfare, with ſpeed he collected 
all the virtuous men to oppole AsTARBE, whole 
tyranny would have produced a reign more inlup— 
portable than that juſt ended. 

% NARBAL knew that BALEAZAR was not drown- 
ed, when thrown into the fea. Thoſe who aftured 
ran BE he was dead, actu ally belicved it: but fa- 
voured '= the night be had faved himfelt by ſwim— 
ming, and had been taken on board a bark by fome 
Cretan merchants, who pitied his ſituation. He had 
not ventured to return to his father's dominions, ful- 
pecting the deſign on his life, fearing no leſs the 
cruel. jealouſy of PY6MAL10N, than the intrigncs 
of AsrARBE. He continued wa andering a long time, 
in diſguiſe, on the coaſt of Syria, where the 'Cretin 
merchants had left him ; he was even obliged, for 
ſubſiſtence, to turn ſhepherd. At laſt he found means 
to inform NArBAL of his fituation, to whom, as a 
man of approved virtue, he thought he might confide 
his ſecret and his life. NARBAL, though il uſed 
by the 1 yet loved the ſon, and watched his 
intereſts; but he fo took care of them, as might 
hinder kan from violating the duty he owed his 
father ; and he encouraged him to bear with patience 
his unhappy lor. 

© BALEAZAR had written to NARBAL : ©* When 
you think 1 niay venture to viſit you, ſend me a 
gold ring, by which I ſhall underſtand directly that 
It is time to join you.” During the life of PY OMA“ 
LION, NAR BAL BY not think proper to ſend tor 
him; it would have too greatly riſqued the life of 
the per and his own, fo difficult was it to elude 
the jealouly and rigorous vigilance of PY 6MAL10N. 
Bu 8 when that unhappy king had made an exit ſuit- 
able to his crimes. NARBAL inſtantly ſent the gold 
ring to BALEAZARY , wito, ſetting out directly arrty- 
ed at Tyre when the w hole city was in anxiety re- 
ſpectingꝭ a a ſucceſſor to PY6MALION. He was readily 
recognized by the principal Tyrians, and by the 
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whole people; who loved him, not from love to 
the late king, whom they all deteſted, but on ac- 
count of his moderation and mildneſs. His long 
misfortunes too recommended him greatly, and gave 
an additional luſtre to all his virtues, melting every 
heart in his favour. NAREBAL aftembled the chief 
citizens, the old men who compoſed the council, and 
the prieſts of the great goddels of Phanicia, By cheſe 
BALEAZ AR Was faluted king; they ordered the 
heralds to proclaim him; and the people aniwered 
by thouſands of joyful acclamations. ASTARBE 
heard theſe in the moſt ſecret part of the palace, 
where ſhe was ſhut up with her infamous paramour 
Joazar. All the villains the had employed during 
the life of PycmArion had forſaken her; for the 
bad fear and diſtruſt the bad, and deſire not to ſee 
them in favour, Corrupt men know how greatly 
their fellows would abuic authority, and how tyran- 
nical they would be. But they more readily ſubmit 
to the good, hoping, at leaſt, to find in them mo- 
deration and lenity. Around AsTARBE, therefore, 
now remained only certain accomplices in her atro- 
cious crimes, who could expect only puniſhment. 
The palace was forced : theſe miſcreants dared 
make little reſiſtance, but thought only of flight. 
AS AR BE endeavoured to eſcape diſguiſed as a ſlave, 
but being known by a ſoldier, was taken, and with 
great difficulty were the enraged people kept from 
tearing her in pieces. They had already begun to 
drag her through the mud: of the ſtreets, when NAR.“ 
BAL reſcued her from the hands of the populace. 
Then ſhe begged to ſpeak to BALHAEZ Ax, hoping to 
dazzle him with her charms, and to make him be- 
lieve that ſhe would diſcover ſecrets of importance. 
BALEAZAR could nct refuſe her a hearing. At firſt, 
ſhe aſſumed ſuch a mild, modeſt air, as, together with 
her beauty, were ſufficient to ſubdue the moſt inve- 
tcrate hearts. She flattered BALEAZAR with praiſes 


the molt delicate and inſinuating; repreſented how 


much 
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much PYr&Martion had loved her; by whoſe aſhes 
ſhe conjured him to have compaſſion upon her; 
ſhe invoked the gods, as if ſhe had ſincerely wor- 
ſhipped them; ſhe ſhed a flood of tears; ſhe threw 
herſelf at the king's feet. Then ſhe uſed her utmoſſ 
endeavours to render ſuſpicious and hateful his moſt 
affectionate ſcrvants. She accuſed NARBAL of hav- 
ing been engaged in a plot againſt PY6MAL1on, 

and of having tampered with the people to get 
himſelf advanced to the throne, in prejudice of 
BALEAZAR : ſhe further charged him with intending 
to poiſon that young prince; and forged calumnies 
of the like nature againſt every other virtuous 'Ty- 

rian, hoping to find in the heart of BALEAZAR the 
ſame diſtruſt and ſuſpicion as ſhe had found in that 
of PYGMALION. But that prince, no longer able to 
endure her rancour and malignity, interrupted her, 
and called his guards. She was committed to pri- 
fon, and ſome old men, eminent for wiſdom, were 
commiſſioned to examine her whole conduct. 

« They diſcovered, with horror, that ſhe had poi- 
ſoned, and ſtifled PVYGMALITION; her whole life ap- 
peared a ſeries of monſtrous crimes. They were about 
to fentence her to ſuffer the puniſhment inflicted in 
Pheenicia only on the greateſt criminals; namely, 
to be burnt by a flow fire. But when ſhe found her 
fituation hopeleſs, ſhe became hke a helliſh fury, 
She ſwallowed poiſon, which ſhe always carried 
about her, to make away with herſelf, in cafe ſhe 
was condemned to a death of lingering torment, 
Thoſe who guarded her, perceived that ſhe ſuffered 
moſt excruciating pains, and would have aſſiſted 
her; but ſhe made them no anſwer; by ſigns inti— 
mating her refuſal of relief. They {poke to her of 
the juſt gods, whom ſhe had offended ; but, inſtead 
of diſcovering the abaſement and penitence her guilt 
required, ſhe looked toward heaven with arrogance 
and contempt, as if to inſult the gods, 

&« In her dying countenance were delineated im- 
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piety and rage ; there remained no traces of that 
beauty which had been the bane of ſo many men. 
Every grace was gone; her darkened eyes ſhot 
looks of ſavage fierceneſs, as they rolled in her head. 
Her lips trembled with convulſive motion; her 
mouth extended in a moſt horrible gape. Her 
countenance was ſhrivelled up, hideouſly diſtorted ; 
livid paleneſs, and mortal cold ſeized all her body. 
Sometimes ſhe ſeemed reviving, but it was only to 
redouble her ſhrieks. At laſt ſhe expired; leav- 
ing all who ſaw her full of horror and amaze- 
ment, Her impious manes went, without doubt, 
to thoſe diſmal regions, where the cruel Danaids 
eternally draw water in perforated vaſes ; where Ix10n 
ever turns his wheel; where Tantalus, burning 
with thirſt, can never drink the water that flies 
his lips; where Siſyphus in vain rolls up that huge 
ſtone, which inſtantly rolls back again; and where 
Tityus will ever feel in his freſh- growing liver the 
vulture which devours it. 

c BALEAZAR, delivered from this monſter, offered 
numerous ſacrifices in thankſgiving to the gods. He 
has begun his reign by à conduct very different 
from that of PY MALION. He endeavours to make 
commerce flouriſh again, which daily was decaying, 
more and more; he conſults NARBAL in all matters 
of importance, but is not governed by him ; for he 
will ſee every thing with his own eyes. He hears 
every advice and opinion which is offered, and 
adopts that which appears to him moſt eligible. He 
is loved by his people; and poſſeſſing their hearts, 
poſſeſſes greater treaſure, than his father could amals 
by his cruel avarice; for there is no family that, 
were he in emergency, would withhold from him 
Us whole ſubſtance : ſo that what they retain is more 
his own than if he took it from them. He need take 
no meaſures for the ſecurity of his perſon ; he 1s 
ſurrounded by the ſureſt of guards, the love of 
his People. There is not one of his ſubjects but fears 
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the loſs of him, or who would not riſk his own life 
to preſerve that of ſo good a king. He is happy, 
and all his people are happy with chim. He fears to 
overload his tubjects ; while they fear they ſhould not 
ofler him a Caicient proportion of their wealth ; he 
indulges them in plenty, yet plenty renders them 
neither indocile, nor inſolent; but they continue 
induſtrious, diligently com mercial, and adhering 
ſteadily to the purity of their ancient laws. Phce- 
nicia is reſtored to her higheſt pinnacle of glory and 
grandeur; to her young king the owes all her pro- 
ſperity. 

„ NARBAL governs under him. O TELEMa- 
cHUsS, with what plcature would he load you wich 
preſents, were you now his guett ! How happy would 
he be in conveying you magnificently to your native 
land! Am I not then happy to do what he would 
be overjoyed to do himſelf, to carry the fon of 
ULyYssEts to Ithaca, and ſct him on the throne ; 
that he may there reign as wiſely as BALEAZAR reign; 
at Tyre r“ 

When ADOAN1 had finiſhed his narrative, TELE MV 
cHvs embraccd him tenderly; delighted with the 
tidings he had communicated, and ſtill more affected 
with the kindneſs ſhewn him in his diftrels. A DOA 
then enquired, how he had ventured into CaLYPps05 
iſte, TELEMACHUs, in turn, related his leaving 
Tyre; his paſlage to Cyprus; how he found MX. 
TOK again; their voyage to Crete; the public games 
for the clettion of a king, after the flight of Ipo— 
MENEUS; the anger of VENUS; their ſhipwreck ; 


with what pleaſure CaLyys0 had received them; 


how jealous ſhe had been of one of her nymphs; 
and how MENToR had thrown his friend into the 
ſea, when he diſcovered the Phoenician ſhip. Aftci 
theſe diſcourſes, AdoaM regaled them with a mag— 
nificent entertainment; and to manifelt the greaic! 
Joy „ he united every pleaſure that could delight 
them, While at table, they were ſerved by young 
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Phoenicians, clad in white, and crowned with flowers; 
the moſt exquiſite perfumes of the Eaſt were burnt. 
The ſeats of the rowers were filled with flute players. 
Acnirtoas interrupted them from time to time by 
the ſoft harmony of his voice and lyre, worthy the 
attention at the feſtivals of the gods, and to charm 
the ears of Apollo himſelf. The tritons, the nereids, 
and the other marine gods and goddeſſes, even the 
ſea-monſters, quitting their deep and humid grots, 
crowded round the ſhip, charmed by ſuch melo- 
dy. A band of young Phcoenicians, of ſingular 
beauty, clad in linen whiter than ſnow, danced a 


long time the dances of their own country ; then 


thoſe of Egypt; then thoſe of Greece: while at in- 
tervals trumpets made the waves re-echo to the 
diſtant coaſts. The filence of the night, the ſtil- 
neſs of the ſea, the trembling light of the moon 
playing on the waters, the deep azure of the ſky 
beſpangled with glittering ſtars, contributed to in- 
creaſe the beauty of the ſpectacle. 

TELEMACHUs, from natural vivacity and ſenſi- 
bility, was delighted with theſe pleaſures, yet he 
durſt not wholly give up his heart to them. Since 
the mortifying proof he had experienced in the iſland 
of CaLYPpso, how ready the paſſions of youth are 
to exceſs, every pleaſure, even the moſt innocent, 
alarmed him; and all were ſuſpected by him. Look- 
ing at MexTor, he ſought in his countenance and 
in his eyes what were his ſentiments of theſe enter- 
tainments. MExrok was pleafed to perceive his 
embarraſſment, but ſeemed not to notice it. At laſt, 


affected with his moderation, he ſaid to him ſmiling : 


know what you fear; your fear is laudable, but 


muſt not be carried too far. Nobody will ever 


wiſh more than I do your enjoyment of pleaſures ; 
but pleaſures that will neither intoxicate nor ener- 
vate you. Pleaſures you muſt. have, ſuch as re- 


treſh you; ſuch as you enjoy while in poſſeſſion of 


yourſelf ; not ſuch as enſlave you. 1 wiſh you 
8 plea- 


130 THE ADVENTURES 


pleaſures calm and ſerene ; not ſuch as turn a man 
into a ſavage brute. You may now, with propriety, 
refreſh yourſelf after all your hardſhips. Enjoy the 
amuſements Apoam offers you, with gratitude and 
good humour. Be joyful, TELEMAcnvus, be joyful, 
Wiſdom diſclaims all auſterity and ee, all 
true pleaſures are derived from her: ſhe alone can 
mingle them genuine and durable; ſhe alone can 
blend mirth and ſport with ſerious and important bu- 
ſineſs; ſhe prepares pleaſure by labour, and cheers 
labour by pleaſure. Wiſc om is not aſhamed to ap- 
pear lively when proper.” 

Thus ſaying, MExTor took a lyre, and played on 
it ſo artfully, that Acnirtoas, ſtung with jealouſy, 
and in great confuſion, dropped his inſtrument : he 
changed colour ; his eyes ſparkled with fire ; his 
ſhame and diſorder muſt have bcen obſerved by all 
preſent, had not their very ſouls been engaged by 
the lyre of MENTOR. Hardly durſt they breathe, 
for fear of interrupting the ſilence, and loſing ſome- 
thing of this divine long ; they were in conſtant pain 
Jeſt he ſhould end too ſoon. MexrtoR's voice had 
no effeminate ſoftneſs, but was ſtrong, plant, and 
affecting, even in the minutelt paſſages. 

He firſt ſung the praiſes of JuyriTER, father 
and king of gods and men, who with a nod ſhakes 
the univerſe. Then he introduced Mi N ERVA, ſprung 
from JuerTER's head; meaning thereby the wil- 
dom that god originates in his own mind, which 
from him deſcends to illuminate the docile among 
mankind. ME xrTok ſung theſe truths with ſo affecting 
a voice, and ſo much devotion, that the whole at- 
ſembly thought themſelves tranſported to the higheſt 
ſummit of Olympus, and in preſence of JuriTER, 
whole looks are more piercing than his thunder. 
Next he ſung the unhappy fate of Narciſſus, who, 
becoming madly enamoured of his own beauty, and 
continually gazing at it in a fountain, pined away 
with grief, and was changed into a flower that bears his 
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name. Laſtly, he ſung the tragical death of the beau- 
tiful Adonis, torn by a wild boar; and whom Venus, 
though paſſionately in love with him, could not re- 
ſtore to life by all her bitter .omplaints to heaven. 

All that heard him now burit into tears, and even 
felt a ſort of pleaſure in weeping. When he had done 
ſinging, the Phœnicians, aſtoniſhed, gazed at each 
other: one ſaid, © It is Orpheus; it was thus with 
his lyre he tamed wild beaſts, and up- lifted rocks 
and woods ; thus he charmed Cerberus, ſuſpended 
the pains of Ixion and the Danaids, and ſoothed 
the inexorable Pluto, to regain the beautiful Eu— 
rydice from the infernal regions.“ One ex- 
claimed: “ No; this is Linus, fon of Apollo!“ 
another ſaid, „He was miſtaken; it was Apollo 
himſelf.” —TELEMACHus was no leſs ſurpriſed than 
the reſt; for he did not know that MENTOR could, 
to ſuch perfection, ſing and play on the lyre. Acni- 
TOAS too, having had time to diſguiſe his jealouſy, 
began now to extol Mx rox: but he bluſhed in 
praiſing him, and was not able to conclude his pa- 
negyric. MewTor, oblerving his confuſion, took 
up the diſcourſe, as if he would have interrupted 
him; and endeavoured to make him eaſy, by giving 
him all the praiſes he deſerved. But AcHITOAS 
was not eaſy: for he perceived that Mx TOR ſur- 
paſſed him ſtill more in modeſty than in the muſic 
of his voice. 

Mean while TRILEMuACHus turned to ApdAn: 
© I remember,” ſaid he, “you mentioned a voyage 
you had made to Bœtica, after our return from Egypt. 
Beetica is a country, of which ſuch wonders are told 
as ſeem ſcarcely credible. Be ſo kind to inform me 
what credit is due to theſe ſtories.” “ I will with 
pleaſure,” ſaid Apoam, „ give you an account of 
that famous country, worthy your curioſity ; for it 
far exceeds what fame hath publiſhed concerning it.” 
Accordingly, he thus began: * The river Bcetis 
runs through a fertile country, under a temperate 
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ſky, always ferene. The country takes its name 
from this river, whicn falls into the great ocean, 
near the pillars of Hercules, at the part where for- 
merly the 1mpetuo.;s fea, breaking its bounds, 
parted the land of Tarfis from the continent of 
Africa. This country ſeems to have preſerved the 
delights of the golden age : the winters are mild, and 
the cold north winds never blow; the ſummer hea 
is always abated by refreſhing breezes that ſpring up 
to temper the air about noon. Thus the whole yea: 
ſeems one happy union of ſpring and autumn in per- 
petual alliance. 

„The lands, in the valleys and wide extended 
plains, yield y early two harveſts; the highways are 
edged with laurels, pomegranates, jeſſamines, and 
other trees, always green, and always in bloſſom. 
The mountains are covered with flocks, which furniſh 
thoſe fine wools in great requeſt among all nations. 
There are ſeveral mines of gold and ſilver in this de- 
lightful country; but the inhabitants, ſimple in their 
manners, and happy in that fimplicity, diſdain to 
reckon filver and gold among their riches. They 
eſteem only what truly ſupplies the real wants ot 
man. When we firſt began to trade with them, we 
tound gold and filver employed for the ſame pur- 
poles as iron; as, for inſtance, to make plough-ſhares. 
Deſtitute of foreign traffic, they had no occaſion for 
money. They are all either ſhepherds, or huſband- 
men. There are but few artificers to be ſcen in the 
country, for no other arts are allowed, but ſuch as 
miniſter to the real wants of life. Further, the inhabi- 
rants being moſtly given to agriculture, or to tending 
flocks, have generally {kill enough to perform them- 
ſelves all the arts requiſite in their ſimple and frugal 
life. 

The women ſpin their fine wool, and make ſtuffs 
of it, exceeding white and fine; they bake the 
bread, and dreſs the victuals; and this employment 
is caſy, tor their diet conſiſts chiefly of dren 
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milk, and rarely of fleſh meat. Of their ſheep-ſkins 
they make a light fort of ſhoes and ſtockings 
for themſelves, their huſbands, and their children. 
They likewiſe make tents, either of the bark of 
trees, or of waxed leather. All the clothing of the 
family 1s made and waſhed by them, and the houſes 
are kept admirably neat and clean. Their garments 
are eaſy to make; for in that mild climate they 
only wear a piece of fine light ſtuff, not ſhaped to 
the body, but wrapped about it in long folds for 
modeſty ſake, each giving it the form he prefers. 

« The only arts in which the men engage, beſides 
the culture of their lands, and the tending of their 
flocks, are thoſe of working in wood and iron. But 
of 1ron they make no ereat uſe, exc cept for imple- 
ments of huſbandry. All the arts relating to archi- 
tecture are to them els, i they never build 
houſes. It is, they ſay, too great attachment to carth 
to erect houſes on it muc i more durable than our- 
lelves; to g uard againſt the injuries of the air is ſuffi- 
cient. As for the other arts eſteemed among the 
Greeks, Egyptians, and other polite nations, they 
deteſt them, as the inventions of vanity and! luxury. 

When they are told of nations that have the art 
of conſtr ucting magnificent builc lings, of ma. king gold 


and filver plate, ſtuffs enriched with embroi dery and 


precious ſtones, exquiſite perfumes, delicacies for the 
table, and muſical inſtruments of enchanting har- 
mony ; their reply is: "Theſe nations are very un- 
happy in having taken ſo much pains to corrupt 
themſelves; theſe {upertl. ities enervate, intoxicate, 
and torment their pollet] lors, while they tempt others 
deſtitute of them to acquire them by violence and 


injuſtice. Can a ſuperfluity that ſerves only to make 


a man vicious be deemed a benefit? Are the inhabi- 
tants of thoſe countries more healthy and robuſt than 
we? Are they longer lived? Are they more united 
among themſelves? Is their life more fre e, more 
tranquil, more cheertul ? On the contrary, they muſt 

be 


j 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
\ 


134 THE ADVENTURES 


be jealous of one another; corroded by ſpiteful and 
melancholy envy ; ever agitated by avarice, fear, and 
ambition; incapable of pure and genuine pleaſures, 
being enſlaved by ſo many imaginary wants, on 
which they make their happineſs depend.” 
„Thus,“ ſaid Apoam, „ ſpeak theſe wiſe men, 
who have learned their wiſdom and philoſophy of 
ſimple nature only. Our politeneſs is ſhocking to 
them; and it muſt be owned they have much in 
their amiable ſimplicity. They hve all together 
without diviſion of lands; every family is governed 
by its chief, who is in reality its king. The father 
of a family may puniſh any of his children or grand- 
children for their miſdecds; but be always pre— 
viouſly takes advice of the reſt of the family. Such 
puniſhments are rare; for that happy country 1s the 
habitation of innocent manners, ſincerity, obedience, 
and abhorrence of vice. It would feem that Aſtræa, 
who is ſaid to be retired to heaven, is ſtill here below, 
concealed among that people. They have no occa- 
ſion for judges, being judged by their own conſci— 
ences, Every thing is common among them; the 
fruit of the trees, the productions of the earth, the 
milk of their herds, are riches fo plentiful, that peo- 
ple fo ſober and moderate require no partition. 
Every family removes its tents from one part of 
this charming country to another, after having con- 
ſumed the fruits and paſturage of the place. Thus, 
having no oppoſite intereſts to purſue one againſt 


others, they love one another with a brotherly affec- 


tion, never interrupted. Their rejection of ſuper- 
fluous riches, and deluſive pleaſures, preſerves this 
union, peace, and liberty. They are all free, all 
equal; no diſtinction is ſeen among them, but what 
reſults from the experience of the ancient ſages, or 
the uncommon wiſdom of {ome young men, not 
inferior to theſe ſages conſummate in virtue, The 
cruel and peſtiferous voice of fraud, violence, per- 


jury, chicane, and war, is never heard i in this country 
19 


are beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed. 
ae not mankind mortal enough by naturt, with- 
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| ſo favoured by the gods. Never did human blood 
* ſtain the land; 
: When told of the bloody battles, the rapid conqueſts, 


and that of lambs but ſeldom. 


and revolutions of ſtates ſeen in other nations, they 


% What,” ſay they, 


out hurrying one another to premature death! Life is 


* ſhort, but it ſeems theirs appears to them too long! 
Do they inhabit the earth to deſtroy each other, and 
to make one another miſerable ?” 


e Again theſe inhabitants of Bœtica cannot con- 
ceive the ad niration of conquerors, and ſuch as 
ſubjugate mighty empires. What madnels, ſay they, 
to place one's happineſs in governing ſtrangers; 
whole government 1s fo difficult, if according to 
the dictates of reaſon and juſtice | But wherefore 
take pleaſure ia governing them againſt their will? 
It is the utmo't a wiſe man can do, to ſubmit to go- 
vern a tractable people, whom the gods have given 
him in charge; or a people who ſolicit him to be 
their father and conductor. But to govern a people 
by force, is to make oneſelf very miſerable, to have 
the falſe glory of keeping them in flavery. A 


Conqueror is a man, whom the gods, incenſed againſt 


mankind, have, in their wrath, ſent into the world, 
to ravage kingdoms, to ſpread far and wide terror, 
miſery, and deſpair; and to make ſo many ſlaves as 
there were free men. If a man be ambitious of 
glory, will he not find ſufficient, in ruling, with 
wiſdom, thoſe whom the gods have committed to his 


hands? Can he imagine no other way to merit praiſe, 
Put by becoming unjuſt, violent, proud, a tyrant, 


and uſurper over his neighbours ? War ought never 
to be thought of, but in defence of liberty. Happy 
he who, not a flave to another, is not madly am- 


bitious of making another his ſlave ! Theſe mighty 
conquerors, whole glory is ſo vaunted, reſemble rivers 


which have overflowed their banks ; they appear 
majeſtic, but they deſolate all thoſe fertile fields 
: | which 
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which they ought only to water.” After Abou 
had thus deſcribed Bœtica and its inhabitants, Tx- 
LEMACHUS, who was charmed with the deſcription, 
put ſeveral queſtions to him. © Do theſe people,” 
{aid he, drink wine?“ „They never drink any,” 
replied ADpOAM, * for they never make any; not 
that they want grapes. ; no country produces finer ; 
but they are ſatisfied with eating them, like other 
fruits, and they fear wine as the corruptor of man- 
kind. It is, ſay they, a kind of poiſon that makes 
men mad ; and though it does not kill them, it turns 
them into beaſts. Health and ſtrength may be pre- 
ferved without wine; but the poſlefſion of it not 
only endangers the ruin of health but the loſs of 
morals,” 

TELEMACHvus then ſaid : I ſhould be glad to 
know what rules regulate marriage in that country.” 
% No. man,” ſaid Apo AM, muſt have more than 
one wife; whom he muſt keep as long as ſhe lives. 
The honour of the men, in that country, depends 
as much on fidelity to their wives, as the honour 
of the women in other countries depends on fidelity 
to their huſbands. Never were people ſo conſtant, or 
fo jealous of the honour of the marriage bed. The 
women are beautiful and agreeable, but frank, mo- 
deſt, and induſtrious. Marriages there are peaceful, 
fruitful, and irreproachable. The huſband and wife 
ſeem but one perſon in two bodies; each of them 
thares in every domeſtic concern. The hufband 
manages every thing without doors; the wife con- 
fines herſelf to houlchold economy : ſhe ſtudies to 
ſolace her huſband ; ſhe ſeems made on purpoſe to 
pleaſe him; thus ſhe gains his confidence, and en- 
gages his aflection more by her virtue than her 
beauty; and thus the true charm of their union 
continues unimpaired till death. The ſobriety, the 
moderation, the purity of manners of theſe people, 
procure a long life, and freedom from diſeaſes. Old 
men may be fſecn of a hundred, or a hundred 

and 
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and twenty years, who are ſtill hearty and vigor- 
ous.“ | RISER | 

« | have one queſtion more to aſk,” ſaid TELE- 
MACHUS, “and that is, by what, means they pre- 
vent wars with their neighbours.” * Nature,” faid 
ApoaM, © hath ſeparated them from other nations 
on one ſide by the ſea, on the other by high moun- 
tains towards the north: beſides, the neighbouring 
nations reſpect them on account of their virtue. 
Often the neighbouring ſtates, when unable to ter- 
minate amicably their differences, have choſen them 
for arbitrators, and as ſuch have put them in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the controverted terntories and cities. As 
this wiſe nation never does violence to their neigh- 
bours, their neighbours entertain no jealoufy of 
them. They laugh, when told of kings, who can- 
not agree in ſettling their frontiers. *©* Are they 
afraid,” ſay they, © the earth ſhould become too 
ſcanty for its inhabitants? There will always be more 
land than can be cultivated. While lands remain 
unoccupied and uncultivated, we would not even 
defend thoſe we poſſeſs, ſhould our neighbours think 
proper to ſeize them.” The people of Bœtica are 
entirely free from pride, vanity, deceit, and de- 
fire of extending their territories ; their neighbours 
therefore have nothing to apprehend from ſuch 
a people, and nothing to hope from attacking 
them ; therefore they never make attempts againſt 
them. They would forſake their country, or de- 
vote themſelves to death, rather than become ſlaves. 
They are equally incapable of enſlaving others, and 
of being themlelves enſlaved ; the conſequence is a 
profound peace between them and their neighbours.“ 

Apo concluded with an account of the trade 
which the Phcenicians carried on with Bœtica. They 
were much ſurpriſed,” ſaid he, “ when they ſaw, 
croſting the waves of the ſea, ſtrangers from a 


country fo remote; and they gave us liberty to 


build a city in the iſle of Gades. They treated us 
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with great kindneſs, and gave us part of all their 
effects, without requiring any payment. Further, 
they generouſly offered us freely all the wool they 
had not occaſion for, and actually fent us a very 
valuable preſent of it. They take pleaſure in giving 
their ſuperfluities to ſtrangers. As for their mines, 
they yielded them to us without heſitation ; for they 
were uſeleſs to them. They thought thoſe men had 
no great pretenſions to wiſdom, who ſought, with 
ſuch infinite labour, in the bowels of the earth, 
what could neither render them happy, nor ſatisfy 
any real want. Do not,” ſaid they to us, *“ dig 
ſo deep into the earth ; be contented with plough: 
ing it, and it will yield you true riches, by ſup- 
plying you with food; the fruits it will produce 
exceed in value gold or ſilver, ſince gold and 
ſilver are ſought only to procure food for the lup- 
port of life.” 

« We have often offered to teach them navigation, 
and to carry their young men with us to Phœnicia; 
but they would never conſent to their learning to 
live in our manner. © They would,” ſaid they, 
5 thereby learn to want whatever is become neceſſary 
to you; they would reſolve to procure them, and 
would forſake the path of virtue to acquire them by 
indirect methods. They would become like a man 
who had good legs, but who, by not uling them, 
would accuſtom himſelf to be always carried about 
like a cripple.” As for navigation, they admire the 
Ingenuity and induſtry of the art but think it an 
art of dangerous tendency, “ If,“ ay they, thole 
nations who practiſe it have, in their own country, 
the neceſfaries of life, what do they ſeek in othe! 
countries? What ſuffices the wants of nature, doc: 
it not "ſuffice them? They deſerve to periſh who 
ſeek death amid ſtorms and tempeſts, to glut the 
avarice of merchants, and to flatter the paſſions of 
other men.” 

TELEMACHUs liſtened to ADoam with infinite 

I delight; 
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delight; glad to find there was yet a people on 
. earth who, following upright nature, were at once 
7 ſo wiſe and ſo happy. O how widely,” ſaid he, 
/ ce do theſe manners differ from the conceited and 
Y ambitious manners of nations accounted the wiſeſt! 
L So greatly are we corrupted, we can hardly believe 
y that a ſimplicity ſo natural is in actual exiſtence. 
4 We regard deſcriptions of the manners of ſuch a peo- 
h ple as entertaining fables, and they may well re- 
, gard ours as extravagant dreams.“ 


d END OF THE EIGHTH BOOK. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE NINTH BOOK. 


VENUS, fill breathing revenge againſt TELEM 4- 


CHUS, applies to JUPITER fo have bim deſtroyed. 
But the fates not allowing of that, ſhe goes and 
conſults with NEPTUNE, how to prevent his reaching 
Ithaca, whither Abou was carrying him. In or- 
der to this they emplcy a deceitful divinity to miſlead 
the pilot ATHAMas; who, while he imagined be 
was arriving at Ithaca, entered the port of the Sa- 
tentines on full jail. IpoMENEvs, the king of that 
people, receives TELEMACHUS in bis new city, v her- 
be was buſy in making preparations fer a ſacrifice t9 
be offered to Jue1TER, for ſucceſs in a «car ag in 
the Mandurians. The prieſt, upon conſuting he 
entrails of the vil im, promiſes lIDOMENEL Ss A ea? 
ſucceſs ; and tells him that he would be indebted for 
it to the two ſtrangers who were juſt arrived. 
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HILE Tzrtmacuvs and Apoam were 
thus engaged in converſation, torgetting 
ſleep, nor perceiving that the night was already half 
ſpent, a malicious and deceitful divinity carried 
them far from Ithaca, which their pilot ATHAMas 
ſought in vain. N&eTuNE, though he favoured the 
Phœnicians, yet was incenſed at TELEMACHbus's 
eſcape in the tempeſt that had driven him on the 
rocks of Car.yeso's iſle, VENus was ſtill further 
exaſperated to ice this young man triumph victori— 
ouſly over Cueid and all his powers. Tranſported 
by her vexation, ſhe quitted Paphos, Cythera, Ida- 
lium, and all the honours paid her in the iſle of 
Cyprus. Unable longer to remain in thoſe places 
where Te&LEMACHUs had contemned her dominion, 
ſhe aſcends toward bright Olympus, where the gods 
were aſſembled around the throne of JuriTEtR. 
From hence the heavenly bodies appear revolving 
under their feet. This globe of earth ſeems but a 
{mai clod of dirt; its immenſe ſeas like drops of 
water moiſtening the clod. The largeſt empires arc 
but as ſpots ot ſand on its ſurface; the countleſs 
multitudes, the moſt numerous armies, as ants con- 
tending about a blade of graſs growing on this clod 
of dirt. The immortals laugh at the moſt momen- 
tous affairs which agitate weak mortals, regarding 
them as children's play. What men call grandeur, 
glory, power, deep policy, to theſe ſupreme divi- 
nities ſeems miſery and folly. _ | 

In this exalted region hath Jueirer fixed his 
ammoveable throne ; his eyes penetrate the abyſs, 
and illuminate the very darkeſt corners of the heart; 
his 
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his ſerene ſmiles diffuſe joy and peace throughout 
the whole univerſe. On the contrary, when he 
ſhakes his awful locks, heaven and earth tremble, 
The gods themſelves, dazzled with the glory that 
ſurrounds him, approach him not without awe and 
dread. 

The celeſtial divinities were then aſſembled around 
him, when Venus, adorned with every charm to 
which ſhe gives birth, preſented herſelf before his 
throne. Her flowing robe difplayed far brighter 
colours than all the tints with which Iris bedecks 
herſelf amid the gloomy clouds, when ſhe fortels to 
affrighted mortals the ceſſation of tempeſts and the 
return of fair weather. It was bound by that famous 
girdle, the feat of the graces. Her treſſes were 
tied behind in graceful negligence with a golden 
Hllet. The gods were all {truck with her beauty, as 
if they had never ſeen her before; their eyes were 
dazzled like thoſe of mortals, when, after a long 
night, the rays of Phœbus ſuddenly flaſh upon them. 
'They looked at one another quite amazed, yet their 
eyes perpetually returning toward VENnus. But they 
perceived ber eyes were bathed in tears, and grief 
was evidently expreſſed on her countenance. In 
the mean time, {the advanced toward the throne 
of JuPITER with ſoft pace, lighily ſtepping, as the 
rapid flight of a bird cleaving the immenſe ſpace of 
air. He beheld her with kindneſs, ſmiled gently on 
her, and rifing, embraced her. My dear daugh- 
ter,” ſaid he, © what occaſions your uneaſineſs ? I 
cannot behold your tears without emotion. Unboſom 
yourſelf to me without conſtraint. You well know 
my tenderneſs and indulgence.” VENVus replied in 
ſoft accents, interrupted by deep ſighs : © Father of 
gods and men! can you, who ſee all things, be ig- 
norant of what cauſes my uneaſineſs? MINERVA, 
not ſatisfied with having razed to the foundations the 
ſuperb city of Troy, which I defended, and with 
having revenged herſelf on PARIS, who preferred 

my 
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my beauty to hers, conducts, over every land and 
every ſca, the fon of ULYssEs, that cruel deſtroyer 
of Troy. TELEMACHUs is accompanied by Mi- 


N ERVA ; which prevents her appearing here in 


her place among the other divinities. She brought 
the raſh youth into the iſle of Cyprus to affront 
me: there he ſlighted my power, and would not 
deign even to burn incenſe on my altars. He teſti- 
fied horror at the feſtivals celebrated to my honour, 
and ſhut his heart againſt all my pleaſures. In vain 
did NEPTUNE, to puniſh him, at my requeſt excite 
againſt him winds and waves: TELEMACuvs, caſt by 
a dreadful tempeſt on the iſle of CaLyeso, has tri- 
umphed over Cuyip himſelf, whom J ſent thither 
purpoſely to ſoften his heart. Neither the youth, 


nor charms, of CaLyrso and of her nymphs, nor 


the fiery darts of Cuy1D, have over ruled the ſtra- 
tagems of MINERVA: ſhe has ſnatched him from 
the iſland- thus am 1 battled ! a boy triumphs over 
me!“ 

JorirER, to aſſuage her grief, replied: “ It is 
true, my daughter, Mix ERVA defends the heart of 
that young, Greek againſt all the darts of your ſon ; 
ard has ſuch glory in reſerve for him as no young 
man ever yet merited. | am ſorry he deſpiſed your 
altars, but I cannot ſubject him to your power. I 
conlent, from my love to you, that he continue far 
from his native country, expoſed to hard{hips and 
dangers of every kind ; but the deſtinies ſuffer him 
not to periſh, nor his virtue to be overcome by 
thoſe pleaſures with which you allure mankind. Be 
comforted then, my daughter, be contented while 
your empire includes ſo many other heroes, and ſo 
many immortals.” In pronouncing theſe words, 
he beſtowed on VENus a ſmile, replete with ma- 
jeſty and grace; a gleam of light, equalling the 
moſt vivid lightning, darted from his eyes. He then 
embraced her tenderly, diffufing an ambroſial odour 
that perfumed Olympus. The goddeſs could not 

refrain 
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refrain her pleaſure at this tenderneſs from the fu- 
preme of gods. In ſpite of her grief and her tears, 
joy viſibly overſpread her countenance : ſhe low. 
ered her veil to conceal her glowing cheeks, and her 
fenfible embarrafiment. The whole aſſembly of the 
gods applauded the ſentiments of Jo PIT ER, and 
Venus went immediately in queſt of NEP TUNE, to 
concert with him the means of taking vengeance on 
TELEMACHUS. 

She repeated to NEPTUNE what Jo PIT ER had ſaid: 
& J knew,” ſaid he; © before, the unalterable de- 
crees of the fates; but, if we cannot plunge TELE- 
MACHUS in the abyſs of the ſea, let us, however, 
omit nothing that may render him miſerable, and 
retard his return to Ithaca. I cannot conſent to de- 
{troy the Phoenician ſhip in which he is embarked ; I 
love the Phœnicians: they are my people, and, above 
all other nations, cultivate my empire. By their means 
the ſea is become the bond of ſociety, uniting all the 
nations of the earth. They honour me, by con- 
tinual ſacrifices on my altars; they are juſt, ſaga- 
cious, and active in commerce; they diffuſe every 
where convenience and plenty. No, goddeſs, I can- 
not ſuffer one of their ſhips to be wrecked ; but I wil! 
make the pilot loſe his courle, and ſteer wide of 
Ithaca, whither he is bound.” Venus, ſatisfied with 
this promiſe, laughed with malicious joy; and in her 
flying chariot returned to the flowery lawns oi 
Idalium, where the graces, ſports, and ſmiles, ex- 
preſſed their exultation to ſee her again, dancing 
around her on the flowers which pertume that 


charming retreat. 


NEPTU NE inſtantly diſpatched a Jeceieful divinity, 
reſembling a dream (except that dreams deceive 
only during ſleep, whereas this divinity impoſes on 
the ſenſes of thoſe who are awake). This evil- 
working god, ſurrounded by an infinite aſſemblage 
of winged lies fluttering about him, came and ſhed 
a ſubtle, faſcinating liquor on the eyes of the pilot 
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ATHAMAS, while he was attentively obſerving the 
luſtre of the moon, the courſe of the ſtars, and the 
coaſt of Ithaca, whoſe craggy rocks he already 
deſcried at no great diſtance. That moment the eyes 
of the pilot ceaſed to behold with fidelity; he faw 
a falſe ſky and a fictitious land; the ſtars ſeemed 
to have changed their courſes, and to have returned 
back. Olympus ſeemed to move by new laws, 
and even the earth was changed. To amuſe the 
pilot a falſe Ithaca continually prefented itſelf, while 
he was departing farther and farther from the true, 
The nearer he advanced to this phantom of the 
Ithacian coaſt, the further it ſeemed to recede; con- 
tinually flying before him, in a manner altogether 
beyond his conception. Sometimes he imagined he 
heard the noiſe uſual in a port; and, according to 


orders he had received, was preparing to put ſecretly 


into a little iſland adjacent to the other, to conceal 
the return of TEUEMAcHVUS from PENELOPE'S 
lovers, who were combined againſt him. Some- 
times he feared the ſhelves which he along that 
coaſt, and imagined he heard the waves horribly 
roaring as they broke againſt them. Then ſud- 
denly the land ſeemed yet remote, the mountains 
appeared by the diſtance but as little clouds, that 
ſometimes darken the horizon while the ſun is ſetting. 
Thus was ATHaMmas in great perplexity ; and felt, 
in conſequence of the deceitful deity's illuſion, a kind 
of delirium perfectly new to him. He even was 
tempted to think himſelf not awake, but deluded 
while in a dream. In the mean time, NEPTUNE 
commanded the eaſt wind to blow, to drive the ſhip 
to the coaſt of Heſperia, The wind obeyed with 
ſuch violence, that the veſſel ſoon reached the deſs 
tined ſhore. 

Now began Aurora to uſher in the day, now the 
ſtars, which dread, and are jealous of the ſun's tays, 
were about to conceal their dull fires in the ocean, 
when the pilot exclaimed : At laſt I can no longer 
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doubt: we are almoſt cloſe up with Ithaca. Ter x. 
MACHUS rejoice, in an hour you will again fee Px- 
NELOPE, and, perhaps, find ULYssEs returned, 
and ſeated again on his throne.” 

TELEMACHUSsS, who was faſt in the arms of ſleep, 
at this exclamation awoke, aroſe, embraced the pi- 
lot, laid hold of the helm, ſurveying, with ſcarce- 
open eyes, but with eager attention, the neigh- 
bouring coaſt. He ſighed, at not perceiving the 
coaſt of his country. Alas! where are we?” 
ſaid he. *© This is not my dear Ithaca. You 
are miſtaken, ATHAMAs, and ill acquainted with- 
this coaſt, which is far from our country.” “ No, 
no,” ſaid ATHamas; ; I cannot be miſtaken in re- 
collecting the coaſts of this iſland. Have I not often 
entered your port? I know it to the very ſmalleſt 
rock; even the coaſt of Tyre is ſcarce freſher in my 
memory, You know that mountain that projects to- 
wards us ? Obſerve that tower-like rock. Do not you 
hear the waves breaking againſt theſe other rocks tha: 
overhang the ſea, as threatening every moment to 
tumble into it? But do you not notice the temple 
of MINERVA, which cleaves the clouds? See there 
the fortreſs, and the palace of your father UL ss Es.“ 
« You miſtake, ArHñAMAsS, replied TELEMACHUs; 
* on the contrary, I ſee a coaſt pretty high, but 
even; I ſee a city, but it is not Ithaca. O gods 
is it thus you ſport with wretched mortals?” While 
he pronounced theſe words, ſuddenly the eyes of 
ATHAMAS were reſtored ; the charm broke; he ſaw 
the coaſt ſuch as it really was, and diſcovered his 
error: I own it, O TEeLEMAcavs,” ſaid he ;* ſome 
hoſtile divinity had enchanted my eyes : I imagined 


I ſaw Ithaca, and had its image full and diſtinct be- 


fore me ;* but this moment it vaniſhed like a dream. 
I ſee another city, which is doubtleſs Salentum in 
Heſperia, founded by IpoukxNEus, who lately fled 
from Crete. I can diſcern the riſing walls not yet 


ficiſhed ; and J ſee the harbour not yet completely 
fortified,” 


While 
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While ATHAMAS was viewing the ſeveral edifices 


lately erected in this new city, and TELEMACHUS 


deploring his misfortune, the wind, that NEPTUNE 
had raiſed, carried them in full fail igto a road, 
where they found ſhelter, very near the port. 

MenTor, well aware both of NeeTuNe's rage, 
and of VExus's cruel artifice, had only ſmiled at the 
miſtake of ATHAMAs. When in the road, he ſaid to 
TELEMACHUS : © JUPITER proves you, but he wills 
not your deſtruction ; on the contrary, he proves 
you to open your road to glory. Remember the 
labours of Hercules; never loſe ſight of thoſe of your 
father. Whoever is incapable of {ſuffering has no 
greatneſs of mind. You muſt, by reſolution and 
patience, tire out the cruel fortune that delights 
to perſecute you. I dread leſs, on your account, 
the molt alarming overthrows from NEPTUNE, than 
I feared thole flattering careſſes of the goddeſs who 
detained you in her iſland. Why do we heſitate ? 
Let us enter the port; weare arrived among Greeks. 
Idomentvus himſelt ſuffering the rigours of fortune, 
will pity the unfortunate.” They immediately entered 
the harbour of Salentum, into which the Phoenician 
veſſel was admitted without difficulty; the Phoent- 
cians maintaining a friendly intercourſe and trade 
with all the nations ot the world. 

TELEMACHUs beheld this riſing city with ad- 
miration. As a young plant, nouriſhed by the 
gentle dews of night, feeling in the morning the 
folar rays which embellith it, ſhoots up; opens its 


tender buds; expands its verdant leaves; ſpreads 


in its fragrant flowers a thouſand charming colours, 
every moment to the eye exhibiting freſh luſtre : 
ſo flouriſhed the new-built city of IDOMEN EUS on 
the margin of the ſea. Every day, every hour in- 
creaſed its magnificence, and ſtrangers from a diſ- 
tance on the ſea beheld its new ornaments of ar- 
chitecture towering up to heaven. The whole coaſt 
echoed with the rwiſe of the workmen, and the 
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ſound of hammers. The ſtones were ſuſpended in 
the air by ropes and cranes. All the chiefs attended 
at day- break to animate and encourage the people 
to labour; and king IDpouENEUS every where giv- 
ing orders himſelf, the works advanced with 1ncre- 
dible rapidity. Scarcely was the Phoenician ſhip ar- 
rived, when TELEMAcuts and MENTOR were re- 
ceived by the Cretans with marks of fincereſt 
friendſhip; they ſpeedily informed IvoMEXEUus of 
the arrival of the fon of ULyssEs : © The lon of 
ULyYssEs!” cried he; © of ULyssts, that dear 
friend, that wiſe hero, through whom we at laſt 
overthrew Troy! Bring him lather, that J may ſhow 
him how much I loved his father.“ 

TELEMACHUS was quickly introduced to him; 
when he told him his name, and demanded hoſpi— 
tality. IpoMENEus, with a ſerene ſmiling counte- 
nance, replied: * Though 1 had not been told 
who you was, I believe I ſhould have known you. 
This is UTxssEs himſelf; thete are his piercing lively 
2 and their ſtedfaſt look ; this is his air, at firit, 

old and reſerved ; but concealing infinite vivacity 
and elegance. I recollect that artful ſmile, that 
careleſs demeanour, that elocution lo ſoft, ſo ſimple 
yet inſinuating, which won atlent ere caution had 
time to be on its guard. Yes, you are undoubtedly 
the ſon of ULvssks, and you ſhall be mine allo. 
O my ſon, my dear ſon ! what accident brings you 
to theſe ſhores? Are you in queſt of your father? 
Alas! I can give you no account of him. Fortune 
has perſecuted both him and me. His unhappineſs 
15—1nabilicy to regain his country; my miſery was 
—finding mine full of the anger of the gods 
againſt me.” While InouENEUs ſpoke thus, he 
eyed MENTOR attentively, as a man whoſe face he 
partly knew, though he could not recollect his name. 
TELEMAChos, with tears in his eyes, replicd : 
Pardon my grief, O king, which 1 am not able 
to ſuppreſs even now, when I ought to manifeſt only 
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Joy and gratitude for your goodneſs. By the concern 
you expreſs for the loſs of ULysszs, you yourſelf 
teach me to feel the misfortune of not finding my 
father. I have been long ſeeking him from ſea to 
ſea. The offended gods do not permit me to {ee him 
again; nor to learn whether he hath been ſhip- 
wrecked ; nor to return to Ithaca, where PENELOPE 
languiſhes with defire of being delivered from her 
ſuitors. J thought to have found you in Crete; there 
I was informed of your cruel deſtiny, but never 
imagined I ſhould touch on the coaſt of Heſpe- 
ria, where you have founded a new kingdom. But 
fortune, that {ports with mankind, and keeps me 
wandering in every country remote from Ithaca, 
hath caſt me at laſt on your coaſt. Among all the 
evils ſhe has done me, this is what I mot willingly 
endure. If it ſeparate me from my native country, 
at leaſt it has made me known to the moſt generous 
of princes.” 

IdomMentvs, hearing theſe words, tenderly em- 
braced TELEKMACHhus; and, leading him to his pa- 
lace, enquired of him: * Who is that fage dd man 
that accompanies you? Methinks 1 have viten teen 
him before.” © it is MENTOR,“ replied TELE- 
Machs, Mxxrtor, the friend of ULYssEs, to 
whom he committed my infancy. Who can expreſs 
my obligations to him!“ 

Idomextvs immediately advancing toward Mens= 
TOR, held out his hand to him, faving : «© We have 
ſeen one another before. Do not you remember the 
viſit you made me in Crete; and the good advice 
you gave me? But 1 was then hurried away by the 


impetuoſity of youth, and delight in frivolous plea- 
ſures. It was neceſſary misfortunes ſhould teach me 


what 1 would not then believe. Would to heaven J 
had believed you, moſt venerable ſage ! But I ob- 
ſerve with aſtoniſhment, that you are little altered 
in ſo many years! you have the ſame freſh com- 
plexion, the fame vigour as then; your hair, in- 
deed, has become ſomewhat whiter,” 
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Great king,” replied MENTOR, © was I a flat. 
terer, I would alſo tell you that you retained that 
glow of youth which animated your features before 
the ſiege of Troy; but I had rather riſk offending 
you, than violate the truth : beſides, I perceive by 
your judicious diſcourſe, your diſlike of flattery ; 
and that one hazards nothing in ſpeaking ſincerely. 
You are much altered, and I ſhould hardly have 
known you again, I well know the cauſe; for you 
have ſuffered greatly under your misfortunes 3 but 
you have greatly gained by misfortune, ſince it has 
taught you wiſdom. We have very little reaſon to 
be concerned for wrinkles that _appear on the fore- 
head, while the heart is exerciſed, and invigorated 
in virtue, Beſides, you muſt obſerve, kings wear 
faſter than other men. In adverſity, extraordinary 
anxiety of mind, and fatigue of body, bring on 
them early old age: in proſperity, the pleaſures of 
effeminate life waſte them much faſter than all the 
toils of war. Nothing fo much impairs health and 
the conſtitution .as immoderate pleaſure. Hence, 
kings in peace have pleaſures, and in war fatigues, 
that haſten old age, before the natural date of its 
arrival, A-life ſober, moderate, ſimple, free from 
violent uneaſineſs and paſſion, regulated and active, 
maintains in the conſtitution of a wiſe man a youth- 
ful vigour, that without theſe precautions is ever 
ready to fly away on the wings of time.“ 

IpoukNREUs, charmed with Mx TOR's diſcourſe, 
would have heard him long, had he not been called 
away to aſſiſt at a ſacrifice to JUPITER. MENTOR 
and TELEMACHvus followed him, ſurrounded by 
a great multitude of people, who ſurveyed theſe 
ſtrangers with great eagerneſs and attention.“ There 
is a great difference,” ſaid the Salentines to one 


another, „between theſe men. The younger has 


ſomething very ſprightly and amiable ; his perſon 
and countenance are adorned with all the graces of 
youth and beauty; but beauty neither languid not 
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effeminate: even in the tender bloſſom of early 
youth, he appears vigorous, hardy, and robuſt. 
The other, though much older, has loſt nothing of 
his ſtrength : at firſt ſight his mien ſeems leſs noble, 
and his look leſs engaging ; but, on nearer view, his 
ſimplicity diſcovers marks of uncommon ſagacity 
and virtue, mingled with a ſtriking air of dignity. 
Doubtleſs, when the gods came down to earth to 


converſe with mortals, they aſſumed ſimilar forms. 


of travellers and ſtrangers.” 

Now they arrive at the temple of JuriTER, which 
IdoMENEUsS, who was deſcended from that god, had 
adorned with great magnificence. It was encom- 
paſſed with a double row of jaſper columns, whoſe 
capitals were filver, and incruſted all over with 
marble, repreſenting in bas reliefs JurITER meta- 
morphoſed into a bull; the rape of Europa, and 
her paſſing through the waves to Crete. They ſeemed 
to reſpect JurPITER, though under a diſguiſe. Be- 
ſides, were repreſented, the birth and youth of Mi- 
NOS ; alſo that wiſe king in more advanced age, 


giving laws to his whole iſland, to render it ever 


+ 


flouriſhing. There TELEMACHvUs allo obſerved the 
principal events of the Trojan war, wherein Ipouk- 
NEVUS had acquired the reputation of a great warrior. 
Among theſe repreſentations of battles, he {ought 
his father; and diſcovered him ſeizing the horles 
of Rheſus, whom Diomedes had juſt flainz then 
diſputing with Ajax, the armour of Achilles, be- 
fore all the Grecian chiefs afſembled ; and laſtly, 
deſcending from the belly of the fatal horſe, to ſhed 
torrents of Trojan blood. 0 

TELEMACHUs knew him at once by theſe re— 
nowned exploits, of which he had often heard, and 
which MENTOR himſelf had recounted. Tears 
trickled down his cheeks, his colour changed, his 
countenance was troubled. IpoMtentus perceived 
at, though TELEMACHGs turned away to conceal his 


emotion: „ Be not aſhamed,” ſaid he, „to let us 
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fee how much you are affected by the glory and 
the misfortunes of your father.” Meanwhile the peo- 
ple flocked in crowds under thoſe vait ambulatories, 
formed by the double row of columns ſurrounding 
the temple. There were two choirs of boys and 
girls, who ſung hymns in praiſe of the god who 
wields the thunder. Theſe young ſingers, diſtin- 
guiſhed by their elegance of figure, had flowing 
hair that overſpread "Their ſhoule lers: their heads 
were crowned with roſes ,and perfumed; they were 
all clothed in white. IpouENEus ſacrificed a hun- 
dred oxen to JUP1TER, to render him propitious in 
a war he had undertaken againſt his neighbours, 
All around the blood of victims ſmoked, while it 
flowed into large goblets of gold and fi] ver. 

The ancient THEOFHANAUH8S, beloved of the gods, 
prieſt of the temple, during the lacrifice, covered his 
head with the ſkirt of his purple robe. Then he 
conſulted the yet palpitating entrails of the victims. 
Finally, mounting the ſacred tripod, he exclaimed : 
«© O0 ye. gods! who are then theſe two trangers, 
whom heaven hath ſent hither ? Bur for them, the 
war we undertake would prove tata] to us, and Salen- 
tum would become ruins before it was completely 
raiſed on its foundations. I ſce a young hero, whom 
wiſdom leads by the hand; to ſay more is not per- 
mitted to mortal mouth.“ While he pronounced 
theſe words, his eyes ſparkled, and his looks wer? 
bewildered ; he ſeemed to lee other objects than thole 
before him ; his countenance was inflamed ; he was 
agitated and enrapt ; his hair flood on end; INC 
mouth foamed ; his arms were elevated and motion- 
leſs; his hoar 0 voice ſounded more than human; 
he panted for breath, unable to reſtrain within him 
the divine 4pirnit that poſſeſſed him. „ O happy 
IpouEN EUS,“ cred he, „ what do I ſee? What 
misfortunes eſcaped | what profound peace at home, 
bur abroad what battles! what victories! O T1+t- 
LEMACHUS | thy deeds ſurpaſs thoſe of thy father; 
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the proud enemy lies groaning in the duſt beneath 
thy ſword ! gates of braſs, ramparts inacceſſible fall 
at thy feet! O great goddeſs, whom his fa- 
ther. . . . O young man! thou ſhalt again behold 
at laſt . . . . .” Here his ſpeech faultered into ſilence, 
while yet on his lips; and, ſpite of all his efforts, he 
{ſtood entranced in ſilent aſtoniſhment, 

The whole people was petrified with fear. Ipo— 
MENEUS, trembling, dared not deſire the prieſt to 
proceed. TELEMAcHus himſelf, ſurpriſed, ſcarce 
comprehended what he had heard; ſcarce could he 
believe that he actually heard ſuch important oracles. 
MEexToR was the only perſon whom the divine 
ſpirit had not amazed. You hear,” ſaid he to 
IdoMtNEvs, © the will of the gods. Againſt what- 
ever nation you engage in battle, you ſhall carry 
off victory; and the ſucceſs of your arms you will 
owe to the young ſon of your friend. Be not jea- 
lous of him, only make advantage of what the gods 
beſtow by his means.” IpouENEUs, not yet reco- 
vered from his confuſion, attempted ſpeech in vain ; 
his tongue continued motionleſs, TELEMACHUS, 
more ready, ſaid to MENTOR: So much glory 
promiſed affects me not; but what can theſe laſt 
words mean : Thou ſhalt again behold ? Is it my fa- 
ther, or only Ithaca? Alas! why did he not finiſh ? 
he leaves me in greater doubt that I was, O UL ys- 
SES! O my father! is it yourſelf whom I ſhall ſee 
again ? Shall this be verified? But I flatter myſelf. 
Cruel oracle! thou takeſt pleaſure in ſporting with 
an anhappy wretch ; another word had made me 
completely happy.” * Reſpect what the gods dil- 
cloſe,“ ſaid MEN TOM; © attempt not to diſcover 
what they conceal. Raſh curioſity deſerves to be 
confounded. In wiſdom, replete with goodneſs, the 
gods hide from weak mortals their deſtinies in im— 
penetrable darkneſs. It is uſeful to forcſee what de- 
pends on ourſelves in doing. what is right; but no 
leſs uſeful to be ignorant of what depends not on our 

ſolicitude, 
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ſolicitude, and how the gods diſpoſe of us.” Theſe 
words made impreſſion on TELEMACHUus, and he 
reſtrained himſelf, but not without reluctance. Ipo- 
MENEUS, now come to himſelf, broke out in praiſes 
to almighty JUrITER, who had ſent him the young 
TELEMACHUS, and the ſage MENTOR, to render him 
victorious over his enemies. After the ſacrifice, he 
entertained theſe two ſtrangers in a magnificent re- 
paſt, and thus addreſſed them: 

J own that I was not ſufficiently acquainted with 
the art of government when I returned from the 
ſiege of Troy to Crete. You know, my dear friends, 
the misfortunes that prevented my reigning in that 
great iſland ; for you have told me you were there 
ſince my departure. Yet were I happy if theſe mol! 
heavy ſtrokes of fortune have contributed to inſtru 
me, and teach me moderation. I croſſed the ſeas, 
like a fugitive purſued by the vengeance of gods 
and men. All my paſt grandeur ſerved but to render 
my fall more diſgracetul and inſupportable. I fled 
to refuge my houſchold gods on this deſert coaſt, 
where 1 found only uncultivated lands, over-run 
with briars and thorns, foreſts ancient as the eart| 
itſelf, rocks almolt inacceMble, the habitations of 
wild beaits. I was reduced to be glad of pofleſſing 
with a few ſoldiers, and companions willing to fol- 
low my ill fortuncs, this deſert land, and to make 
this my country, hopelcts of ſecing again that happy 
iſle, where the gods deſtined my birth and my king— 
dom. Alas! ſaid I to myſelf, what a change! what 
a terrible example am I to kings! I ought to be 
ſhewn to all who reign, to warn them by my exam- 
ple. They imagine they have nothing to fear, be- 
cauſe of their elevation above the reſt of mankind, 
Alas! their very elevation occaſions their having 
every thing to fear. I was dreaded by my enemics, 
and loved by my ſubjects. I ruled a powerful and 
warlike nation; fame had wafted my name to the 
remoteſt countries. My dominion was a fertile and 
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pleaſant iſland ; a hundred cities paid me annually 
2 tribute of their wealth; I was acknowledged by 
the people as the deſcendant of JUPITER, who was 
born in Crete. I was beloved too as grandſon 
of the ſage Mixos, whole laws rendered them ſo 
powerful and ſo happy. What was wanting to 
complete my happineſs, but {kill to enjoy it with 
moderation? My pride, and the flattery to which 1 
liſtened, overturned my throne, Thus will all kings 
fall who abandon themſelves to paſſion, and liſten to 
the voice of adulation. In the day-time I endea- 
voured to diſplay a cheerful countenance, elate with 
hope, to keep up the ſpirit of my followers. * Let us, 
ſaid I, * erect a new city, that may conſole us for all 
we have loſt. A noble example for ſuch an un- 
dertaking is ſet by ſurrounding nations. We ſee 
Tarentum riſing at no great diſtance : PHALANTus, 
with a colony of Lacedæmonians, has founded that 
new kingdom. A great city on the ſame coaſt, 
built by PfHILOCTETES, he has named Petilia. 
Another colony again 1s called Metapontus. Shall 
we do Jeſs than all theſe ſtrangers, wanderers like 
ourſelves ? Our lot has not been more calamitous than 
theirs,” 

«© While I endeavoured by theſe diſcourſes to 
ſoothe the affliction of my companions, I concealed, 
deep in my heart, a mortal grief. It was conſola- 
tion to me when day-light left me, and night en- 
veloped me in her ſhades, that 1 might in freedom 
deplore my unhappy fate. Floods of bitter tears ran 
down my checks, and balmy fleep was unknown to 
my eyes. Let the next day I reſumed my labours 
with freſh ardour. Thus, Mx rok, you may ſee 
the cauſe of my appearing to you ſo far advanced in 
years.” | | 

When IpoMENEvus had concluded this account of 
his ſufferings, he ſolicited the aſſiſtance of MENTOR 
and TELEMACHUS in the war in which he was en- 
gaged. © As ſoon,” ſaid he, © as the war is over, 

X 2 I will 
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T will ſend you back to Ithaca. Meantime, I will 
diſpatch ſhips to all countries, even the moſt diſtant, 
to make enquiry about ULyssEs. I will find him 
out, and bring him home, into what part ſoever of 
the known world, either ſtorms, or the wrath of any 
god, has caſt him. Heaven grant he be ſtill ahve ! 
As for you, I will fend you home in the beſt ſhips 
ever built in the iſle of Crete, conſtructed of wood 
which actually grew on mount Ida, where JUPITER 
was born. Ships 'of that facred wood cannot be 
loſt in the waves; it is revered and reſpected by 
winds and rocks. NerTuNE, in his greateſt rage, 
dare not rouſe bis billows to aflault it. Reſt aſſured, 
therefore, that you will happily and eaſily return to 
Ithaca; and that no longer will the power of any 
hoſtile divinity kcep you wandering over ſo many 
ſeas: the pailage from hence is ſhort and eaſy. Send 
away the Phonician veſſel that brought you hither, 
and think only of acquiring the glory of eſtabliſhing 
IdoMENEvs in his new kingdom, and repairing his 
loffes. Thus, and thus only, O ſon of ULyYss:s, 
will you be accounted worthy of your father. Should 
the inexorable deſtinies have already diſmiſſed him 
to the gloomy realms of PruTo, yet Greece, de- 
lighted, will believe they ſee him revived in you.“ 
Here TELEMACHus, interrupting IDOMENETUS, 
c Let us,” laid he, ſend away the Phoenician veſicl. 
Why delay we taking arms immediately to attack 
your enemies? They are now ours alſo. If we were 
victorious, when fighting in Sicily for AcxsTEs, 2 
Trojan, and enemy of Greece, ſhall we not be |! 
more ardent, and more favoured by the gods, when 
we fight for one of the Grecian heroes, who de— 
ſtroyed the unjuſt city of Priam? The oracle wc 
heard but juſt now leaves no room to doubt of it.“ 


END OF THE NINTH BCOK. 


ARGUMENT TO THE TENTH BOOK. 


IDOMENEUS informs MENTOR of the occaſion of 


the war with the Mandurians. He tells him, that 
at his arrival, this people had ceded to him that 
part of the coaſt of Heſperia, where he had founded 
his city ; and had themſelves retired to the neigb- 
bouring mountains: that ſome of them having after- 
wards been ill uſed by a party of his men, had de- 
puted to him two old men, with whom he had 


ſettled articles of peace; that after an infrattion of 


the treaty had been committed by ſome of his people 
who were unacquainted with it, the Mandurians im- 
mediately prepared for war. While IpoukNEus 
proceeaed in his narrative, theſe Mandurians, who 
had been very expeditious in taking up arms, appeared 
all of a ſudden before the gates of Salentum. N Es TOR, 
PHILoOCTETES, and PHALANTUsS, who IDOME= 
NEUS ſuppoſed would have obſerved a neutrality, 
were found to be in arms againſt him among the Man- 
durians. Mu x roR goes from Salentum all alone, tt 


Propoſe to the enemy conditions of peace, 
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ENTOR, looking with a mild and pleafan: 
countenance at TELEMACHus, already full of 
noble ardour for the fight, addreſſed him thus: „ Son 
of ULyssEs, I am glad to find you animated with 
ſuch a noble paſſion for glory ; but remember that 
by ſhewing himſelf the wiſeſt and moſt moderate 
among them, your father acquired ſo much among 
the Greeks at the ſiege of Troy. AcHiLLEs, though 
invincible and invulnerable, though certain of carry- 
ing terror and death wherever he fought, yet was 
unable to reduce the city of Troy. He even periſhed 
under its walls, which triumphed over the conqueror 
of HecTor. But ULxssks, whoſe valour was guided 
by prudence, carricd fire and ſword into the very 
midſt of Troy, and to him is owing the fall of thoſe 
proud lofty towers, that during ten years defied the 
united forces of all Greece. As far as Mix ERYA 
ſurpaſſes Mars, ſo far does cool, deliberate valour 
ſurpaſs the courage of headlong, blind ferocity. 
Let us then begin by enquiring the circumſtances of 
the war we are about to engage in. I decline no 
danger; but methinks, O IDOMEN EUS, you ought 
firſt to explain to us the juſtice of this war; then 
againſt whom it is; and Jaſtly , on what forces your 


proſpect of ſucceſs is founded.” 


IDOMENECSs replied : * When we arrived on this 
coalt, we found here a ſavage race, who, roaming 
through the foreſts, lived by hunting, and the fr wits 
which the trees ſpontancouſly produced. Theſe 
people, called Mandurians, were terrified at fight 
of our ſbips and arms. They retired to the moun— 
tans; but as our ſoldiers were dcfirous to Fey 
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the country, and to hunt deer, they met theſe ſa- 
vage fugitives, whoſe chiets accoſted them thus : 
« We quitted, for you, the pleaſant ſea-coaſt; we 
have nothing left but almoſt inacceſſible mountains: 
at leaſt, it is reaſonable you ſhould leave us here 
in peace and freedom. We have found you wan- 
dering, diſperſed, and weaker than ourſelves : had 
we the inclination, we might cut you all to pieces, 
and prevent your companions from the knowledge 
of your misfortune. But we will not embrue our 
hands in the blood of thoſe who are men like our- 
ſelves. Go, remember you owe your lives to our 
ſentiments of humanity.. Forget not that. from a 
people whom you call rude and ſavage you have re- 
ceived this leſſon of moderation and generoſity.” 
Thoſe of our men, who had been thus diſmiſſed by 
theſe barbarians, returned to our camp, and related 
what had happened to them. Our ſoldiers were 
vexed and mortiſied, that Cretans ſhould owe their 
lives to a parcel of fugitives, who appeared to 
them to reſemble bears more than men. They 
went, therefore, to hunt, in greater numbers than 
before, and provided with all forts of arms. In a 
ſhort time they met and attacked the ſavages: the 
encounter was bloody; the arrows fell thick on 
both tides, as hail-ſtones in a field during a ſtorm. 
At laſt the favages were obliged to retire to their 
craggy mountains, winther our men durſt not ven- 
ture. 

In a little time aiter, theſe people deputed to 
me two of their wifett old men to ſue for peace. 
They brought me, as preſents, the ſkins of wild 
beaſts, and the fruits of the country. When they 
had delivered theſe preſents, they addreſſed me 
thus: «O king, we hold, as thou ſeeſt, in one 
hand a ſword, in the other an olive branch (and 
they actually had both in their hands). We offer 
Jou peace, or war, chooſe. We prefer peace, and 
from our regard to it were not aſhamed to vield chee 
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this pleaſant coaſt, whoſe lands fertilized by the 
ſun, produce ſo many delicious fruits. Peace is 
ſweeter than all fruits; for peace we are retired to 
thoſe lofty mountains, always covered with ice and 
ſnow, where never appear either the flowers of 
ſpring, or the rich fruits of autumn: we abhor that 
brutality, which, under the gaudy names of ambi- 
tion and glory, madly ravages provinces, and ſheds 
the blood of men, who are all brethren, It thou 
art ambitious of this falſe glory, we envy thee not, 
we pity thee, and pray the gods to preſerve us from 
like madneſs. If the ſciences, which the Greeks 
ſtudy ſo cloſely, and if the politeneſs on which they 
pique themſelves, inſpire them with ſuch deteſtable 
injuſtice, we think ourſelves happy in being deſtitute 
of ſuch advantages. We will glory in remaining 
ever barbarians, but juſt, humane, faithful, diſin- 
tereſted ; accuſtomed to be el with little, and 
to del piſe that vain delicacy which occaſions perpetua 
and enlarged wants. What we eſteem are health, 
frugality, liberty, vigour of body and mind ; the 
love of virtue, the fear of the gods, kindacf to- 
ward our neighbours, attachment to our friends, 
fidelity to all the world, moderation in proſperity, 
fortitude in adverſity, courage boldly to ſpeak the 
truth always, and abhorrence of flattery. Such 15 
the people we offer thee for neighbours and allies. 
If the offended gods ſo far blind thee, as to make 
thee reject peace, thou ſhalt learn, when too late, 
that the people who through moderation are loves 
of peace, are the moſt formidable when at war.” 
„While theſe old men thus harangued me, 
ſurveyed them with unwearied attention. T hel! 
beards were long, and uncombed ; their hair ſhorte!, 
but whue; t they had thick eye— bro! ws, lively eyes 
and a bold determined look; their {pecch was grade 
and authoritative, their manners ſimple and inge 
nuous. The furs, with which they were clad, wer 
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arms and fuller muſculage than thoſe of our wreſt- 
lers. I anſwered theſe two envoys that I was de- 
ſirous of peace. We agreed faithfully on ſeveral] 
articles; and we called all the gods to witneſs, I 
gave preſents to theſe men, and ſent them home. 
But the gods, who had driven me from the domi— 
nion of my anceſtors, were not yet weary of perſe— 
cuting me. That very day, a party of our hunters, 
who could not be ſo ſoon appriſed of the peace juſt 
concluded, met a large body of theſe barbarians, 
accompanying their two envoys on return from our 
camp, attacked them furiouſly, killed ſome, and 
drove the reſt into the woods. Thus was war re- 
kindled : thoſe barbarians believing they could 
not depend either on our promiſes or oaths. To aug- 
ment their power againſt us, they have called to 
their aſſiſtance the Locrians, Apulians, Lucanians, 
Brutians, the inhabitants of Crotona, of Neritus, and 
of Brunduſium. The Lucanians come in chariots 
armed with ſcythes. Each among the Apulians is 


clad in the ſkin of ſome wild beaſt he has lain. 


They are armed with huge Knotty clubs, pointed 
with iron: their ſtature is almoſt gigantic, and fo 
robuſt are they in conſequence of the laborious exer- 
ciſes to which they are accuſtomed, that the very 


ſight of them is terrible. The Locrians, come ori- 


ginally from Greece, retain ſomething of their origin, 
and are more civilized than the reſt : but to the ex- 
act diſcipline of Grecian troops they have joined the 
vigour of barbarians, and the habit of ſupporting 
hardſhip ; wheteby they are invincible. They carry 
light bucklers made of ozier wicker-work, covered 
with ſKins; and long fwords. The Brutians in 


running are ſwift as ſtags or deer. They hardly 


ſcem to bend the rendereſt grafs they run over, 
and the print of their feet is ſcarce viſible in the 
ſand. They fall on their enemies like lightning, 
and diſappear as ſuddenly. The people of Crotona 
are dexterous bowmen, An ordinary man among 
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the Greeks could not bend a bow commonly uſed 
by the Crotoniates; if they ſhould ever apply them- 
ſelves to our exerciles, they would certainly carry 
off the prizes. Their arrows are dipped in the juice 
of certain noxious herbs, which, it is ſaid, grow on 
the banks of Avernus, and contain a mortal poiſon, 
As for the inhabitants of Neritus, Meſſapium, and 
Brunduſium, they partake only of ſtrength of body 
and artleſs valour. At fight of their enemy, they 
yell exceſſive Iideouſly. They are pretty expert 
ſlingers, darkening the air, when they engage, with 
ſhowers of ſtones; but they fight without order, 
Such, MExTor, is the information you deſired. 
You now know the occaſion of the war, and who 
are our enemies.“ | 
After this explanation, TEL EMAcuvs, impaticnt 
for the fight, was going directly to take arms; 
MENTOR Ropped him, and thus addreffed ID: 
NEUS : But whence is it that the Locrians allo, 2 
eople of Grecian origin, join barbarians againſi 
Greeks ? Whence is it that fo many colonies Aouriſh 
on this coaſt, without having the ſame wars to main- 
tain as you ? Olpomexevs ! you ſay the gods are 
not yet weary of perſecuting you: whereas, I ſay, 
they have not yet finiſhed your inſtruction. Thc 
many misfortunes you have undergone have not ye 
taught you the neceſſary conduct to prevent war. 
What you yourſelf ſaid of the good faith of thelc 
barbarians, plainly ſhews that you might have lived 
in peace with them: but pride and haughtine! 
occaſion the molt dangerous wars. vou might 
have exchanged hoſtages; you might have eaily 
{ent ſome of your officers with their envoys to con- 
duct them ſafely back to their country. Since the 
renewal of the war, you ſhould have pacified them, 
by repreſenting that they were attacked by thole 
ignorant of the alliance ſo lately concluded. You. 
ſhould have offered them all the ſecurity they could 
deſire, and ſubjected to heavy penalties thoſe of 555 
ſubied: 
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ſubjects who diſregarded the treaty. But, pray what 
has happened fince the war was renewed 7 „ ] 
thought,” replied IDoukxNEUSs, “ we could not with- 
out meannels ſeek the barbarians, who inſtantly muſ- 
tered every man able to carry arms, and implored 
the aſſiſtance of all the neighbouring ſtates, in whom 
they excited hatred and jealouſy of us. It ſeemed to 
me the ſureſt courſe was immediately to ſeize certain 
paſſes in the mountains which were ſlightly guarded. 
We took them without difficulty, and by thele have 
it in our power to ravage their country. I have 
fortified them with towers, from whence our garri— 
ſons can overpower with darts every enemy approach- 


ing from the mountains. We can invade their coun- 


try at pleaſure, and deftroy their principal ſettlements, 
Hence, with forces far inferior, we can reſiſt the 
innumerable multitude of enemies that ſurrounds us. 
And now it is become very difficult to bring about 
a peace between us: we cannot evacuate theſe 
forts, without expoſing ourſelves to their incur— 
fions ; and they look upon them as citadels, built 


- with a view to enflave them.” 


MExToR made this reply to IDPouERN EUS: “ You 
are a wile king, and you defire to have the truth 
told you without diſguiſe. You are not like thoſe 


weak men who fear to ſce it; who, void of firmneſs 


to correct their errors, employ their authority merely 
to ſupport the faults they have committed. Know, 
then, that theſe barbarians gave you an admirable 
leſſon when they came to ſue for peace. Did they 
alk it from weakneſs ? Did they want courage, or re- 
ſources ? You ſee they do not, fince they are ſo war- 
like, and ſupported by ſo many formidable neigh- 
bours. Why did not you imitate their moderation ? 
But falſe ſhame, and falſe glory, have plunged you 
Into this calamity. You was afraid of making your 


enemy inſolent, but you was not afraid of making 


them too powerful, of uniting ſo many ſtates againſt 
you, by haughty and unjuſt conduct. Of what uſe 
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are theſe forts you boaſt ſo much, but of laying 
all your neighbours under a neceſſity either of de- 
ſtroying you, or being themſelves deſtroyed, to pre- 
vent approaching ſlavery ? You erected theſe tow- 
ers only for your ſecurity, yet by theſe towers have 
expoſed yourſelf to the greateſt danger. The beſt 
bulwarks to a ſtate are juſtice, moderation, good 
faith, and the confidence of your neighbours, that 
you are incapable of encroaching on their territo- 
ries. The ſtrongeſt walls may be ruined by divers 
unforeſeen accidents : fortune is capricious and incon- 
ſtant in war; but the love and confidence of your 
neighbours, when they have experienced your mo- 
deration, ſecure your dominions from conqueſt, and 
almoſt from invaſion. But were they attacked by 
an unjuſt neighbour, all the reſt, intereſted in pro- 
tecting them, immediately take arms for their de- 
fence. The ſupport of ſo many ſtates, conſcious of 
their true intereſt in maintaining yours, would have 
rendered you much more powerful than theſe forts, 
which make your misfortunes irretrievable. Had 
you ſtudied at firſt to avoid the jealouſy of you 
neighbours, your new city would have flouriſhed 
in a happy peace, and you would have been arbi— 

trator among all the nations of Heſperia, But let us 
now confine ourſelves to i how the future 
may repair the paſt, You hinted that there were 
ſeveral Greek colonies on this coaſt. Theſe would 
be inclined to aſſiſt you. They cannot have forgot 
either the great name of Minos, the ſon of Juri- 
TER, Or your exploits at the fiege of Troy, where 
you diſtinguiſhed yourſelf ſo often among the Gre- 
clan chiefs in the common cauſe of Greece. Why 
do not you endeavour to engage theſe colonies in 
your behalf?“ 

* They have all,” replied Iromeners, “fe- 
ſolred to ſtand neuter; not that they were with— 
out ſome inclination to aſſiſt me; but the too ſtrik- 
ing ſplendour oi this city, from its ane 
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alarmed them. Theſe Greeks, as well as the other 


nations, were apprehenfive we had deſigas on their 
liberty. They were perſuaded that, aſter ſubjugat- 
ing the ſavages of the mountains, we ſhould extend 
ur ambition farther. In ſhoit, all is againſt us. 
Even thole who decline open war deſire to lee us 
humbled : jealouſy has not left us a ſingle ally.“ 

« Strange extremity !” exclaimed Mz NTOR : © by 
defire of appearing too powerful. you ruin your 
power ; and while abroad you are the object of fear 
and hatred among your neighbours, you exhault 
vourſelf at home in the efforts neceſſary to maintain 
ſuch a war. O unhappy, doubly unhappy Ipouk- 
NEUs, whom ſuch calamity hath bur halt inſtructed ! 
Was a ſecond fall neceflary to teach you to foreſee 
the dangers that threaten the greateſt kings? Let 
me do my endeavour; meanwhile, give me a par- 
ticular account of theſe Grecian cities.“ 

The chief,” replied IvomeNEvs, „is Taren- 
tum; founded three years ago by PHaLaNnTUs, 
who aſſembled in Laconia a great number of young 
men, born of thoſe women who, during the war 
of Troy, had forgot their abſent huſbands. When 
the huſbands returned, their wives thought only of 
pacifying them, and diſavowing their faults. Hence 


numbers of young men, born out of wedlock, diſ- 


owned by father and mother, lived in boundleſs li- 
centiouſneſs. The laws, by their ſeverity, checking 
theſe diſorders, they united under PfALANTUs, a 
chief bold, intrepid, ambitious, and who, by his arti— 
fices, had gained their hearts: he came and ſettled 
with theſe young Laconians on this coaſt; and Ta- 
rentum they have made a ſecond Lacedæmon. Elſe- 
where, but in our neighbourhood, PNHITocTETES, 
who gained lo much glory at the ſiege of Troy, by 
carrying thither the arrows of Hercules, has built 
the city of Petilia ; leſs powerful indeed, but more 
wiſcly governed than Tarentum. Finally, we have 


near us Metapontum, founded by the ſage Ns rok, 


and his Pylians.“ «© What; 
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„What,“ ſaid MenToR, © have you NesTor in 
Heſperia, yet could not engage him in your in- 
tereſts? NESTOR, who ſaw you ſo often encounter 
the Trojans, and was your friend?“ „ loſt him,” 
replied IvomeNEvs, © by the artifice of theſe people 
who are barbarians only in name. They had the ad- 
dreſs to perſuade him that I wanted to tyrannize over 
all Heſperia.” „ We will undeceive him,” replied 
MENTOR: TELEMACHUs ſaw him at Pylos, before 
he came to found his colony, and before we had 
made any conſiderable voyage in queſt of ULYssEs, 
He has not yet forgot that hero, nor the tokens of 
regard he beſtowed on his ſon : but the difficulty wall 
be to remove his jealouſy. By the umbrages given 
your neighbours this war is enkindled; it can be 
quenched only by diffipating theſe vain umbrages, 
But I fay once more, leave that to me.” 

At theſe words IroMENEvs, embracing MEN Trog, 
was greatly affected, and unable to ſpeak. At laſt, 
however, he with difficulty pronounced theſe words: 
« O wife old man, ſent by the gods to repair all 
my faults ! ] own. I ſhould have been offended with 
any other who had ſpoken to me with equal free- 
dom; 1 own that you alone could have perſuaded 
me to endeavour at peace; I had refolved to periſh, 
or to vanquiſh all my enemies. But 1t 1s right to 
believe your tage counſels, rather than my unruly 
paſſions. O happy TELEMACHVUS! you can never 
bewilder yourſelf as I have done, while you have 
ſuch a guide! MENTOR, you ſhall command! you 
pofleſs all the wiſdom of the gods. Not MixErva 
herſelf could have given more ſalutary advice. Go, 
promiſe, conciude, vield my all ; IpoMENEUS will 

approve whatever you judge fit to be done.“ 

While they thus converſed, ſuddenly were heard 
a confuſed noiſe of rattling chariots, neighing horſes, 
and frigntiul ſhouts of men, intermingled with the 
warlike found of trumpets filling the air. The cr 
was: „The enemy! they have fetched a great 

com- 
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compaſs, to avoid the guarded defiles: there they 
1 


arc, come to beſiege Salentum !” The women and 
old men were ſtruck with conſternation : ** Alas !” 


- faid they, “did we quit our dear country, the fer- 


tile Crete, and follow an unhappy king acroſs fo 
many ſeas, to found a city that will be laid in aſhes 
like Troy!“ From the lately built walls were feen, 
glittering in the ſun throughout the plain, the helmets, 
cuiraſſes, and bucklers of the enemy: the eye was 
dazzled with them. The plain too was covered with 


briſtling pikes, as the fields of Enna in Sicily are in 


ſummer with a rich crop prepared by Ceres to reward 
every toll of the huſbandman. Already were noticed 
thoſe chariots armed with ſcythes ; and the ſeveral 
nations engaged in the war were eafily diſtinguiſhed. 

MEnTor, the better to view their ditpoſition, 
aſcended a high tower: IvomENevs and TELEMA=- 
CHUs followed him cloſe. Scarce had he reached the 
top, when he defcried on one fide PHILOCTETES, and 
on the other NESTOR, with his ſon P1sIsSTRATUs. 
NxsToOR was eafily diſtinguiſhed by his venerable old 
age. What!“ exclaimed MENTOR, © you. thought 
then, O IpouEN EUS, that PHILOCTETES and Nts- 
TOR would be ſatisfied with not affording you athit- 
ance! There they are in arms againſt you ; and, if 
Jam not deceived, thoſe other troops that march 
lo very orderly and ſlowly are the Lacedzmonians, 
commanded by PHALANTUsS: all are againſt you. 
There 1s not a neighbour on the coaſt whom you 
have not made your enemy, though without inten- 
tion.“ 

So ſaying, MenTor deſcended haſtily from the 
tower, arid repaired to one of the city gates on that 
hide where the enemy was advancing : he commanded 
the guards to open it; and IDoMENEus, ſtruck with 
the majeſty of his demeanour, durſt not aſk him 
what he intended. Mx rox made a ſign with his 
hand, that nobody ſhould preſame to follow him; 
and advanced toward the enemy, who were amazed 
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to ſec a ſingle man approach their army. At a dif. 
tance, he ſhewed them an olive branch in token of 
peace; and, when near enough to be heard, he de- 
fired that all the chief might be aſſembled. Imme- 
diately they did aflemble, "and he harangued them 
thus: * Ye generous men, aſſembled from various 
Rates, that flouriſh in the rich Heſperia, I know you 
are come hither only to maintain your common li- 
berty. I applaud your zeal; but allow me to pro- 
pole an eaſy method of preſery ving the liberty and 
the glory of every people preſent, without ſhedding 
human blood. 

«« NexsToOR, fagacious NrsTOR, whom I perceive in 
this aficmbly, you are not 1gnorant how fatal 1s war, 
even to thoſe who undertake it with juſtice, and under 
the protection of the gods. War 1s the greateſt ca- 
lamity with which the gods afflict mankind. You 
never can forget what the Greeks ſuffered during ten 
years before ill fated Troy. What diviſions among 
the chicks! what reverſes of fortune! what ſlaugh- 
ter of the Greeks by the hand of Hector! what 
diſaſters in all the principal cities, occaſioned by the 
war, during the long abſence of their kings! Of tlicſe 
ſome in returning ſuffered {ſhipwreck at the promon: 
tory of Caphareum, others were murdered in the 
arms of their conſorts. O ye gods! in your wrath 
then you armed the Greeks for that brilliant expedi 
tion. O people of Hetperia! I pray the gods never 
to grant you ſo fatal a victory. Troy, it is true, is 
laid in aſhes: but it were better, for Greece that it 
ſtill exiſted in all its glory, and that the effeminate 
Paris ſtill enjoyed his infamGus intrigues with Helen. 
You, PuilccrETEs, fo long unhappy, and forſaken 
in the iſle of Lemnos, do you not dread the return 
of ſimilar calamities in a fimilar war? I know too, 
that the people of Laconia alſo felt the diſaſters oc- 
caſioned by the long abſence of the princes, oth- 
cers, and ſoldiers, who went againſt Troy. O ye 


Grecks now ſertled | in Heipera, all of you are come 
+ hithe! 
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hicher only by a train of thoſe calamities conſequent 
on the Trojan war.“ 
Atſter this ſpeech, MENTOR advanced toward the 
Pylians; and NesroR, who now recollected him, 
advanced allo to ſalute him. O MENTOR,“ ſaid 
he, I rejoice to ſee you again. Many years ago, 
I firſt faw you in Phocis; you were then but fit- 
teen years old, yet, even then, I foreſaw you would 
be the wiſe man you have ſince proved yourſelf. 
But what accident hath brought you to theſe parts? 
What are your expedients for ending this war? We 
were all defirous of peace; it was the near intereſt 
of us all to deſire it: but IDroMENEvs has forced 
our attack; for we could no longer have been ſe- 
cure. He has violated every agreement made with 
his neareſt neighbours. Peace with him would be 
no peace; he would uſe it but to diſſolve our con- 
federacy, which is our only ſecurity. He has ſhewn 
to every neighhour his ambitious deſign of reduc- 
ing all to ſlavery, and has left us no expedient 
to defend our liberty but by endeavouring the over- 
throw of his new kingdom. By his inſincerity we 
are reduced to ſeek his deſtruction, or to receive from 
him the yoke of ſlavery. Can you find any expedi- 
ent whereby we may depend on him, and be certain 
of a laſting peace, all the different nations you ſee 
here will gladly lay down their arms, and joyfully 
acknowledge your ſuperior wiſdom.” 
MEN rox rephed : © Sage NesTor, you know 
that ULyssEs entruſted to me his ſon TELEMA- 
cus. The young man, impatient to know his fa- 
ther's fate, viſited you at Pylos, and you received 
him with all the ſolicitude he could expect from his 
father's faithful friend; you even gave him your own 
lon for his conductor. He afterwards made lon 
Voyages; he has ſeen Sicily, Egypt, Cyprus, — 
Crete. The winds, or rather the deities, have driven 
him, in his purpoſed return to Ithaca, upon this 
coalt ; where we are come very ſeaſonably, to ſpare 
you 
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you the horrors of a bloody war. It 1s no longer 
IDoMteNEtvus, it is the ſon of the wiſe UL xssks, 
who, with myſelf, will be anſwerable for every thing 
agreed on.” 

While MznTor thus diſcourſed with NEsTor 
amid the confederate troops, IDOMENEUS, TELE. 
MACHUS, and all the Cretans in arms, watched him 
from the walls of Salentum. They were eager to 
diſcover how the propoſals of MENTOR were re- 
ceived, and would gladly have heard the fagaciou: 
ſentiments of theſe two old men. NresTor had 
been always thought the moſt experienced and elo- 
quent among the kings of Greece. It was he who, 
during the heve of Troy, tempered the foaming 
rage of Achilles, the pride of Agamemnon, tht 
haughtinets of Ajax, and the 1mpctuoſity of Dio- 
medc. Soft perſuaſion dropped like honey from hi: 
lips: his voice alone was heard by every hero: 
all was filence inſtanily as he opened his mouth; 
none beſide him could appeaſe the ſavage diſcoc 
of the camp. He began to feel the infirmities of 
chilling old age: but his words were ſtill replete wit! 
energy and ſweetneſs. He related paſt events, tha: 
youth might profit by his experience; but he re 
lated them gracefully, though not ſuccinctly. 

This old man, admired by all Greece, ſeemed t 
have loſt all his dignity, and elocution, when MEN. 
TOR appeared. His old age ſeemed faded and de. 
preſſed, compared to that of MENTOR, in who" 
years ſeemed to have reſpected the ſtrength anc 
vigour of conſtitution. MEN ToRk's words, thous! 
grave and ſimple, poſſeſſed a vivacity and auth. 
rity, which in thoſe of NESTOR were declining.” Al 
he ſpoke was perſpicuous, nervous, and concile 
He never made repetitions ; never introduced othe! 
circumſtance than that neceſſary to the ſubject unct 
diſcuſſion. If obliged to ſpeak repeatedly on 1! 
ſame point, to inculcate or to perſuade, he alwa!s 


employed new figures and appoſite per” 
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ef He poſſeſſed a certain fund of ſprightlineſs and 702d 
28, humour, when deſirous of adapting himſelf to the 
ng minds of others, and of infinuating ſome importai” 

truth. Theſe two venerable men were an intereſt— i 
OR ing ſpectacle to all the different nations aflembled. : 
E- While all the allied enemies of Salentum crowded F 
im cloſe on one another, for nearer view of their per- | 
to ſons, and to hear their wiſe diſcourſes, IDpouEN EUS 
re- and his people ſtrained every power of obſervation 'l 
ous to diſcover the import of their geſtures, and of every 
had air of their countenances. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE ELEVENTH BOOK, 
TELEMACHUS /eeing MENTOR in the midſt of the 


allies, is deſirous to know what paſſed between thei, 
He therefore cauſes one of the gates of Salentum to be 
opened, and goes direftly to MENTOR; and his pre. 
ſence Contributes to induce the allies to accept of the 
terms of peace which that ſage had offered on the part 
of IpoMENEUS. The kings all enter Salentum 4. 
friends, and IDoMENEUuS ratifies all the article; 

that had been agreed on. Both ſides give hoſtages, 
and @ ſacrifice is offered for both, between the i!) 
aud the camp, as a confirmation of the treaty. 
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; EANWHILETELZMAcH¹HUs becoming impa- 
! tient, with lrew privately from the crowd aiound 
bim, ran to the gate by which MENTOR had paſled, 
and authoritatively commanded it to be opened. Ina 


moment IlyvomeNnE vs, who ſuppoſed him ſtill ſtanding 


un 


! TEE [ | 1414 | | 

: ; : , : 

: [ 1111 TE 114 14 114111 111 
| 1144 11] 11111 14111 | | 
innen 34] Ni FF 


| 


11 


[| 


ul 


[| 


| 
| 


i! I [|| 
Anne 


| 


| 


in 


11 
1 


enen 


by him, is ſurpriſed to ſee him ſpeeding over the field, 
and already approaching NE STR. INESTOR recog- 
niſes, and haſtens to receive him, though with a 
pace ſlow and heavy. TELEUACHus, throwing his 
arms about his neck, holds him faſt locked in his 
embrace, ſpeechleſs. At laſt he exclauned : * O 
my father (I fear not to call you ſo, my misfortune 
in not being able to find my rea] parent, and the 
goodneſs I have already experienced from you, give 
me a right to uſe that tender name): my father, 
my dear father, I fee you once more! O could 
I thus behold UL VvSss ES! Could any thing comfort 
me for being deprived of him, it would he to find 
him 1n you.” 

At theſe words NtesTor could not refrain from 
tears; and he felt a ſecret joy at ſeeing tears alſo 


— 
- 


trickle 4 unſpeakable grace down the cheeks of 
TELEMAchus. The beauty, engaging mien, and 
noble confidence of this youth unknown, who fear- 
leſs traverſed ſo many troops of toes, altoniſhed all 
the allies, * Is not this,“ faid they, * the fon of 
the old man who has been parleving with NERSTOR? 
Without doubt; 'tis the fame wiidom in the moſt 
oppoſite ages of life: only bloitoming in one, in 
the other bearing plentifully the matureſt fruits.“ 
McxTos, who taw with pleaſure how tenderly N ts- 
TOR received LI ELEMACHUS, took advantage of this 
favourable diſpoſition. © Behold,” ſaid he, „ the 


ſon 
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ſon of ULxssEs, ſo dear to all Greece, and fo dear 
to yourſelf in particular, O venerable NESTOR! Be- 
hold, I ſurrender him as an hoſtage, as the moſt 
valuable pledge we can offer for the good faith of 
IvoMExntus. You may well believe, I would na 
wiſh the loſs of the ſon after that of the father, that 
the unhappy PENELoPE ſhould reproach MENTOR 
with having ſacrificed her fon to the ambition of 
the new King of Salentum. With this pledge, come 
of his own accord to offer himſelf, and ſent by the 
gods who love peace, I proceed, O ye various na- 
tions here aſſembled, to offer propoſals for eſtabliſh- 
ing a laſting peace.“ 

At the word peace was heard a confuſed noiſe 
running from rank to rank. All theſe different na- 
tions trembled indignation, thinking entirely loft 
all the time they were kept from fighting, and 
ſuppoſing the deſign of theſe conferences was only 
to abate their ardour, and rob them of their prey. 
The Mandurians, eſpecially, were extremely incenſed 
that lpou-NEus ſhould hope to deceive them 
again. They often endeavoured to interrupt MEx- 
TOR, fearing leſt, by his ſagacious dilcourſes, he 
ſhould detach their allies. They began to ſuſpect 
all the Greeks in the aflembly. MENTOR, who per- 
ceived it, reſolved to augment ſpeedily this ſuſpi- 
cion, to introduce diviſion among theſe various 
people. „IJ own,” ſaid he, “the Mandurians have 
reaſon to complain, and to demand ſome ſatisfaction 
for the wrongs they have ſuffered: but it does not 
juſtly follow that the Greeks, who plant colonies on 
this coaſt, ſhould be hated or ſuſpected by the an- 
cient inhabitants of the country. On the contrary, 
it the Greeks ought to be united among themſelves, 
hi to ſecure good treatment from others. Only ſhould 
1. they be moderate, and never attempt to uſurp the 
14 territories of their neighbours. 1 know that Ipo- 
1 MENEUsS had the misfortune to give you umbrage, 
| but all your jcalouſies may be eaſily removed. I- 
LEMACHUS 
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LEMACHUS and J offer ourſelves as hoſtages, to an- 
ſwer for that prince's good faith; we will remain with 

ou till all the promiſes made in his behalf ſhall be 
faithfully performed. What provokes you, O ye 


Mandurians,“ cried he, “ is, that the Cretan troops 


have ſeized by ſurpriſe the paſſes of your mountains, 


whereby they are able, in ſpite of you, as often as 


they pleaſe, to make irruptions into that country to 
which you retired, when you left to them the level 
lands adjacent to the ſea-coaſt. The paſles then, 
which the Cretans have fortified by high towers, and 
garriſoned, are the true cauſes of the war. Anſwer 
me, is there any other?“ 

Then the chief of the Mandurians ſtepping for- 
ward, ſpoke to this effect: What have we not 
done to avoid this war? The gods are our witneſſes 
that we never renounced peace, till peace was Ic'c 
without relource through the reſtleſs ambition of the 
Cretans, and their rendering it impoſſible for us to 
confide in their oaths. Infatuated nation ! which 
has reduced us, ſpite of ourſelves, to the ſhocking 
neceſſity of taking a deſperate reſolution againſt it; 
unable to find ſecurity but in its deſtruction. While 
they hold theſe pailes, we muſt always conclude they 
deſign to ſeize our country, and enſlave us. Were 
it true that they really intended to live in peace with 
their neighbours, they would be fatisfied with what 
we, of our own accord, relinquiſhed to them, and 
would not labour to ſecure patlages into a country, 
againſt whoſe liberty they had no ambitious deſign. 
O venerable ſage, you know them not; but by very 
great ' misfortune have we learnt to know them. 
Ceale then, O ſtranger, beloved of heaven, to retard 
a juſt and neceſſary war, without which Heſperia can 
never hope for laſting peace. O ungrateful, cruel, 
and deceitful nation, whom the offended gods ſent 
hither to diſturb our peace, and to puniſh us for our 
offences ! But after you have puniſhed us, O gods, 


you will alſo avenge us. You will not be leſs juſt 


againſt our enemies than againſt us.” 


At 
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At theſe words the whole aſſembly appeared in 
commotion: Mars and Bellona ſeemed to ſtalk from 
rank to rank, rekindling in their breaſts the flame of 
war that MENTOR endeavoured to extinguiſh, He 
thus reſumed his diſcourſe. 

« Had I only promiſes to offer you, you might 
refuſe to credit them; but I offer what is certain and 
preſent. If you are not fatisfied in having TELEZͥ 
Machs and me for hoſtages, I will procure you 
twelve of the moſt conſiderable and moſt valiant 
Cretans. But it is juſt that you alſo ſhould give 
equal hoſtages; for, though Ipo EN Es fincerely 
deſires peace, he deſires it without fear, without 
meanneſs. He deſires peace, as you ſay you did, 
from moderation and wildom ; not from love of ef- 
feminate life, nor from daſtardly weakneſs, at the 
prolpect of threatening dangers inſeparable from war. 
He 1s prepared to conquer, or to die; but he pre- 
fers peace to the moſt glorious victory. He would 
be aſhamed to fear being conquered ; but he fears 
being unjuſt, and is not aſhamed of willingneſs to 
correct his errors. Arms in hand, he offers peace, 
without pretending haughtily to impoſe conditions : 
for he values not peace by conſtraint. He deſires a 
peace that may fatisfy all parties, terminate all 
Jealouſy, appeaſe all reſentment, and exclude all ani- 
moſity. In a word, IboMENEvs is animated by ſuch 
ſentiments as I am ſure you would with him. The 
only difficulty is to perſuade you of this, and ſuch 
perſuaſion will not be difficult, if you will hear me 
coolly and diſpaſſionately. | 

« Hear then, ye people famed for valour, and ye 
chiefs ſo wile and ſo united, hear what I offer you 
on the part of IpouxkNEUs. It is not fit that he 
may enter when he pleaſes the country of his 
neighbours ; alfo, it is not fit his neighbours ſhould 
enter into his country. He conſents that the forti— 
fied paſſes ſhall be garrifoned by neutral troops. 


You, NEsTok, and you, PHILOCTETES, are Greeks 
by 
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n by birth; yet you have on this occaſion declared 
N againſt IDoMEN EUS. You cannot, therefore, be ſuſ- 
f pected of partiality to his concerns. What touches 
e you is the general intereſt, peace, and liberty of 
Heſperia, Be yourſelves the depoſitaries and 
1 guardians of thoſe paſſes which occaſion the war. 
d You have equal intereſt in preventing the native in- 
. habitants of Heſperia from deſtroying Salentum, a 
u new Greek colony, like what you have planted, 
nt as in reſtraining IvoMENEvs from uſurping the ter- 
7e ritories of his neighbours: hold the balance be- 
ly tween him and them. Inſtead of carrying fire and 
ut =» fword among a people, whom you ought to love, 
d, yours be the glory of judges and peace- makers. 
f. You will ſay, theſe conditions were excellent, could 
* you be aſſured IDpouENEUS would fulfil them with 
r. honour : I ſhall in that endeavour to ſatisfy you. 
e- The hoſtages I mentioned will be reciprocal 
14 ſecurity, till you are put in poſſeſſion, by way ot i 
78 depoſit, of all the paſſes. When the ſafety of all ; 
to Heſperia, and even that of Salentum and IDOME“E f 
e, NEUS, ſhall be at your mercy, will you be ſatiſ- f 
= hed ? Of whom can you afterward be jealous ? Of 5 
4 yourſelves 2 You cannot truſt Ipomentvus; yet fo X 
all {ar is he from deſiring to deceive you, that he 1s F 
li- willing to entruſt you: Les, he is willing to entruſt | 
ch you with the life, liberty, and repoſe of himſelf and | 
he his people! If you truly defire no more than a ſafe | 
ch | and advantageous peace; ſuch a peace now offers, 
ne and precludes every pretence for rejecting it. But, | 
I repeat, imagine not that fear reduces IHOMENEUS | 
ye do make theſe offers. It is prudence, and juſtice, i 
ou dhat engage him to take this courſe, without anxiety | 
he | Whether you impute to weakneſs what is the effect of | 
his Virtue. At firft, he was blameable; and he glories | 
11d in acknowledging his miſconduct by firſt making vo- . 
TY luntary offers. It is weakneſs, it is valtity, it is groſs 0 
ps. ignorance of one's own intereſt, ; hope to be able | 
eks to conceal one's faults by perſiſting in them with | 
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pride and obſtinacy. He who acknowledges his 
faults to his enemy, and offers to repair them, there- 
by demonſtrates himſelf incapable of repeating them, 
and that his enemy has every thing to fear from a 
conduct fo wile and ſteady, unleſs he agree to peace, 
Take care you give him no opportunity of charging 
you, in his turn, with being in the wrong. If you 
refule peace and juſtice now offered to you, they will 
have their revenge. IvoMENEus, who had cauſe to 
fear the offended gods were againit him, will find 
them for him againſt you. TxLEMAcnvs and I will 
fight on the fide of juſtice. I take all the gods, ce- 
leſtial and infernal, to witneſs the honourable propo— 
{als I have made.“ 

As he pronounced theſe laſt words, MrtxTor 
lifted up his arm, to ſhew the ſeveral nations thc 
olive-branch in his hand as a ſignal of peace. The 
chiefs, who ſtood near him, were dazzled and amazed 
at the divine fire that ſparkled in his eyes. He 
diſplayed a majeſty and authority, ſuperior to Wat 
appears in the greateit among mortals. The charm 
of his gentle and powerful words ſeized the heart: 
they reſembled thoſe incantations which, in the dead 
filence of night, inſtantly control the moon and the 
ſtars, appeaſe the ruffled ſea, ſilence the winds and 
waves, and ſuſpend in their courſes the moſt rapid 
rivers. 

MExrTor, amid theſe furious nations, reſembled 
Bacchus ſurrounded by tigers, which, forgetting 
their cruelty, by the irreſiſtible power of his mild 
eloquence, licked his feet, and fawned on him in 
token of ſubmiſſion. Ar firſt, the whole army was 
huſhed in profound filence. The chiefs looked a 
one another, neither able to reſiſt his ſentiments, 
nor concelve who he was; all the troops ſtood mo- 
tionleſs, their eyes fixed on him. None dared 0 
ſpeak, left he ſhould have ſomething further to fay, 
and they ſhould. prevent his being heard: thou 
they found no addition neceſſary to his di{cou!!s 
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yet they could have wiſhed he had continued ſpeak- 
ing. All he had ſaid funk deep, as if engraved 
on every heart. In ſpeaking, he gained their love 
and their aſſent; every one bent forward with eager- 
neſs to catch even the leaſt word that fell from his 
mouth. 

At laſt, after a pretty long filence, a low ru- 
mour was heard ſpreading itſelf gradually. Not 
now the confuſed harſh noiſe of people trembling 
with indignation; it was, on the contrary, a ſoft, 
gentle murmur. Serenity and ſatisfaction were viſible 
in every countenance. The Mandurians, lately ſo en- 
raged, felt their weapons drop from their hands; the 
fierce PHALANTUS, with his Lacedæmonians, were 
amazed to find their hearts fo mollified. The other 
nations began to ſigh after this happy peace, ſo re- 
cently propoſed to them. PHILoCTETES, more ſen- 
ſible than others by experience of misfortunes, could 
not refrain from tears. NesToR, tranſported by what 
MzeNnTor had ſaid, could not utter a word; but em- 
braced him tenderly. And all the multitude ar 
once exclaimed : ** O venerable ſage! you diſarm 
us—peace ! peace!“ 

A moment after, NEsTOR was going to fpeak ; 
but the whole army, impatient, apprehenſive he 
might {tart ſome difficulty, cried out again, Peace! 
peace! nor could they be filenced till all the com- 
manders had joined in the cry, Peace! peace! 

NtsToR, perceiving he was precluded from mak— 
ing a regular ſpeech, ſaid only, “ You fee, Metn- 
TOR, how powerful are the words of an upright 
man. When wiſdom and virtue ſpeak, they calm 
all the paſſions. Our juſt reſentment changes into 
ſincere deſire of amity and peace; we accept it as 
you offer it.” All the chiets immediately held out 
their hands to ſignify their conſent. 

Mztxror haſtening to the gate of Salentum, or- 
dered it to be opened, and ſent word to IDoME- 
NEUS to come out directly without apprehenſion. 

A. 22 NESTOR, 
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Nxsron, in the mean time, embracing TELEMA- 
CHUS: © Amiable ſon of the wiſeſt among the 
Greeks,” ſaid he, © may you be as wiſe, and more 
happy than your fire: have you diſcovered nothing 
of his fate? The remembrance of your father, whom 
you greatly reſemble, hath contributed to ſtifle our 
indignation.” PHALANTUS, though fierce and hard- 
hearted, though he had never ſeen UL yssts, could 
not help ſympathizing with his misfortunes, and 
thoſe of his ſon, And now they were preſſing TB. 
LEMACHUS to relate his adventures, when MEx- 
TOR returned with IlDpOMENEUSs, attended by all the 
Cretan youth, 

At the fight of IDoMENEUs, the indignation of the 
allies kindled anew : but the words of MENTOR 
ſmothered the almoſt blazing flame. Why de- 
lay we,” ſaid he, „ concluding this ſolemn treaty, of * 
which the gods will be witnefles and guarantees? 
Should any impious wretch ever dare to violate it, 
may they avenge it; may all the horrible evils ot 
war, far from overwhelming innocent and faithful 
nations, fall on his head, perjured ! execrable! 
ambitious ! who ſhall trample on the ſacred bands 
of this alliance. May he be deteſted by gods and 
men; may he never enjoy the fruit of his perfidy; 
may the infernal furies, under the moſt hideous figures, 
drive him to deſpair and diſtraction; may he fall 
dead unpitied, hopeleſs of ſepulture ! may his corple 
be a prey to dogs and vultures ; and may he in hell, 
in the profound abyſs of Tartarus, ever ſuffer ſeverei 
tortures than Tantalus, Ixion, and the daughters 0! 
Danaus. But rather may this peace be unſhaken as | 
the rock Atlas that ſupports the heavens; may all 
theſe nations revere it, and reap the fruits of it, from 
generation to generation ; may the names of thole 
who confirmed it be pronounced with eſteem and 
veneration by our lateſt poſterity ; may this peace, 
founded on juſtice and good faith, be the model of 


all that ſhall henceforth be concluded among all na- 
tions 
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tions of the world; and may all ſtates who reſolve 
to become happy by reſtoring unanimity, propoſe 
for their imitation the people of Heſperia.“ 

After this ſanction, IDouxEN EUS and the other 
kings ſwore to the peace, on the conditions ſettled: 
twelve hoſtages were reciprocally given. TELEMA“ 
cHUs defired to be one of thoſe given by IDoME- 
NEUS : theallies, however, would not conſent that 
Mx ron ſhould be another; but inſiſted on his re- 
maining with IpoMENEvs, to ſuperintend his con— 
duct and that of his counſellors, till the treaty ſhould 
be completely executed. Between the city and the 
army were ſacrificed an hundred heifers, and as 
many bulls, white as ſnow, whole horns were gilded 
and adorned with flowers, The frightful bellow- 
ings of the victims, as they fell under the ſacred 
knife, were re-echoed from the neighbouring moun- 
tains : the reeking blood flowed on every fide. 
Abundance of exquiſite wine was poured in liba- 
tions, and the aruſpices conſulted the yet palpitat- 
ing entrails of the victims. The ſmoke of the in- 
cenſe burnt by the prieſts on the altar formed a thick 
cloud ; and the {weet odour of it pertumed all around. 

Now, the ſoldiers on both ſides, no longer re- 
garding one another as enemies, began mutually to 
relate their adventures, to refreſh themſelves after 
their toils, already foretaſting the ſweets of peace. 
Many, who had followed IpouENEUS to the fiege of 
Troy, recollected thoſe belonging to NzsTor who 
had ſerved in the ſame war. They tenderly em- 
braced one another, and mutually recoumed all 
that had happened to them, fince their ruin of that 
proud city, the ornament of Aſia. They laid down 
on the graſs, crowned themſelves with flowers, and 
drank together of wine brought from the city in 
large veſſels, to celebrate ſo happy a day. 

MENTOR ſuddenly ſpake thus: „0 Kings, O 
commanders, here allembled ! henceforth you will 
be but one nation, under different namcs and gc 
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vernors. Thus it is the juſt gods, lovers of men 
whom they formed, would have them united in one 
everlaſting bond of pertect concord. All mankind 
is but one family diſperſed over the face of the 
whole earth ; all nations are brethren, and ought to 
love one another as ſuch. Curſed ! thoſe impious 
wretches who ſeek cruel glory in the blood of their 
brethren, which is their own blood! War, it is true, 
is ſometimes neceſſary: but it is the diſgrace of hu- 
man nature, that it ſhould be unavoidable on cer- 
tain occaſions. O kings! ſay not—it is defirable 
for acquiring glory ; true glory cannot exiſt inde- 
pendent of humanity. Whoever prefers his glory to 
ſentiments of humanity, is a monſter of pride, and no 
man: he will never attain beyond falſe glory; for 
true glory accompanies only moderation and good- 
nels. His ridiculous vanity may be flattered ; but 
when real ſentiments are ſpoken in private, it wil! 
always be ſaid, „He has by fo much leſs merited 
glory, as he has coveted it with unjuſt avidity.“ Men 
ought not to c{teem him, ſeeing he has ſo little 
eſteemed men, and was ſo prodigal of their blood 
through brutal vanity. Happy the king, who loves 
his people, and is beloved by them; who trults 
his neighbours, and is truſted by them; who, far 
from making war on them, prevents wars among 
them; who makes the happineſs of his ſubjects, in 
having him for king, the cnvy of all other nations. 
Take a reſolution then, O you who govern the mol 
powerful cities of Heſperia, to meet together from 
time to ume ; let there be a general aſſembly every 
three years, where all the kings here preſent may 
attend, to renew the alliance by a new oath, to con- 
firm the promiſed friendſhip, and to deliberate 01: 
every common intereſt, While you continue united, 
you will enjoy at home, in this delighttul country, 
glory, peace, and plenty; abroad you will be found 
invincible. Diſcord alone, who quitted hell to tor- 
ment mankind, can diſturb the happineſs the gods 
prepare you,” 

NESTOR 
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Nxs rox replied : © You fee, by the facility with 
which we make peace, how diſtant we are from de- 
firing war through vain glory, or unjuſt defire to 
ag randize ourſelves at the expence of our neigh- 
bours. But what can be done, when we have for a 
neighbour a prince of violent paſſions, who Knows 
no law but his own intereſt ; and loſes no OPPOr- 
tunity of invading the dominions of other ſtates ? 
Do not imagine * {peak of IDoMENEUS : no, I no 
longer think this of him. It is ADR ASTUs, King of 
the Daunians, from whom we have every thing to 
apprehend. He deſpiſes the gods, and thinks all 
men born on earth are born but to promote his glory, 
by their ſlavery. He wiſhes not ſubjects, of whom 
to be the king and father; he will have ſlaves and 
worſhippers : he cauſes divine honours to be paid 
him. Hitherto, — fortune has favoured even his 
molt unjuſt enterpriſes. We uſed great expedition 
to come and attack pe aan chat having got rid 
of the weakeſt of our enemies, who had but lately 


begun to ſettle on the coaſt, we might afterwards |. 


turn our arms againſt the other and more formidable. 
He has already taken ſeveral cities from our allies. 
The people of Crotona have loſt two battles againſt 
him. He employs all ſorts of expedients to gratify 
his ambition; force or fraud is indifferent, pro- 
vided he can cruſh his enemies. He has amafled 
great wealth: his troops are well diſciplined and 
brave ; he has experienced officers ; is well ſerved, 
15 himſelf ever vigilant over all who act under bla 
orders, He punithes the leaſt faults with ſeverity, 
and liberally rewards thoſe ' who render him fervice. 
His own valour animates and inſpirits that of all his 
troops. He would be an accompliſhed prince, were 
his conduct regulated by Juſtice and good faith: 
bur he neither ſears the g Odds, nor the reproaches of 
his own conſcience. He utterly diſregar ds reputa- 
tion, looking on it as 4 vain phantom, that deters 
weak minds only. To poſteſs great wealth, to be 

feared, 
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feared, and to trample all mankind, are the only ad- 
vantages he conſiders as ſolid and ſubſtantial. His 
army will ſoon enter our territories; and if the union 
of ſo many nations does not enable us to refilt him, 
we are deprived of every hope of liberty. It is the 
intereſt of IDoMEN EUS, as well as ours, to oppolc 
this neighbour, who would leave no liberty around 
him. Should we be ſubdued, Salentum would be 
threatened with the ſame calamity. . Let us then 
haſten to prevent it.” While NESTOR ſpoke to this 
effect, they were advancing towards the city, where 
IpomtExNEvs had invited all the kings and the 
principal chiefs to paſs the night. 


END OF THE ELEVENTH BOOK. 


ARGUMENT OF THE TWELFTH BOOK. 


NESTOR, in the name of the allies, demands aſſiſt- 
ance of [DoMENEvus againſt their enemies the Dau- 
nians, MENTOR, who was deſirous of eſtabliſhing 
a good order and police in Salentum, and of engaging 
the people to apply themſelves to agriculture, pre- 
vailed upon them to accept of TELEMACHUS at the 
head of an hundred noble Cretans. After his de- 
parture, MENTOR takes an exact ſurvey of the 
city and port ; informs himſelf of every particu- 
lar; direfts IDOMENEVs fo make ſeveral regulations 
in regard to commerce and police, and to divide his 
people into ſeven claſſes, whom be diſtinguiſhed by dif- 
ferent dreſſes, according to their rank and birth; he 
prevails upon him to ſuppreſs luxury and uſeleſs arts, 
in order to employ thoſe who pradtiſed them in agr:-- 
culture, which is rendered an honourable occupation. 
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, 
8 & HE whole army of the allies had now pitched | 

their tents, and the fields were covered with 
rich pavilions of every colour, in which the fatigued 
Heſperians awaited reſt. When the kings with their 
retinue entered Salentum, they were amazed at the 
erection of ſo many magnificent edifices in fo ſhort 
a time, and that the embarraſſment of ſo great a war 
had not prevented the ſudden increaſe and embel- 
Iiſhment of this infant city. 

They admired the wiſdom and vigilance of Ipo- 
MENEUs, the founder of ſuch a ſtately kingdom; 
and all agreed that, now peace was concluded, ſhould 
he join the allies againſt the Daunians, their ſtrength 
would be conſiderably increaſed. They therefore 
propoſed this junction to IDouENEuSs; he could not 
well reject ſo reaſonable a propoſal, and he promiſed 
a body of troops: but as MENTOR well knew every 
neceſſary to render a ſtate flouriſhing, he was con- 
vinced IDoMENEUS could not be ſo powerful as 
he appeared; taking him therefore aſide, he ad- 
dreſſed him thus: 

& You ſec, our cares have not been uſeleſs to you, 
Salentum 1s ſecured from the calamities which threat- 
ened it. It now lies with you to raiſe the glory 0! 
it to heaven, and to equal the wiſdom of your grand- 
father Mixos in good government of your ſubjects. 
I continue to ſpeak to you freely, preſuming you 
defire it, and that you deteſt flattery, While 
theſe kings were extolling your magnificence, Ire. 
flected within myſelf on the temerity of your con. 
duct: At the word Temerity, Ipo xxus changed 
colour: his look betrayed confuſion, he reddencd, Þ 


and had well nigh interrupted MENTOR with marks 
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of reſentment ; when the ſage in a modeſt and re- 
ſpectful tone, yet with hardy freedom proceeded, << I 
plainly perceive you are ſhocked at the word Te- 
merity : any other than myſelf had been wrong to 
uſe it; for kings muſt be reſpected, and treated with 
delicacy, even when reproved : truth 1s apt enough 
of itſelf to offend them, without addition of harth 
terms. But I thought you might permit me to ſpeak 
with plainneſs, when to yourſelf diſcloſing your er- 
rors. My deſign was to accuſtom you to hear things 
called by their proper names ; and to convince you, 
that when others offer advice touching your con- 
duct, they will never venture to ſay all they think. 
If you would not be deceived, you muſt always 
ſuppoſe more than they expreſs on diſagreeable ſub- 
jects. As for me, I might eaſily ſoften my expreſſions 
to your taſte ; but your advantage requires that a 
perſon diſintereſted and unimportant, ſhould in pri- 
vate ſpeak to you in direct terms. None other will 
ever dare ſo to ſpeak; you will ſee truth but by 
halves, and even then under gay diſguiſes.” 

At theſe words IdoMENEvUus, recovered from his 
firſt emotion, ſeemed aſhamed of his over delicacy : 
“Dou ſee,” ſaid he to MENTOR, what it is to 
be uſed to flattery. I owe to you the ſecurity of 
my infant realm ; there 1s no truth I will not eſteem 
myſelf happy to hear from your mouth ; but com- 
_ paſſionate a king poiſoned by flattery, and who, even 
in his misfortunes, never could find perſons generous 
enough to tell him the truth, No, I never found 
one man who loved me well enough to hazard my 
diſpleaſure by telling me the whole truth.“ 

As he ſpoke theſe words, the tears ſtarted in his 
eyes, and he embraced MEenTor tenderly. Then 
tae ſage old man reſumed his diſcourſe, © It gives 
me pain to be obliged to ſay harſh things to you; 
but ſhould I betray you by concealing the truth ? 
| Suppoſe yourſelf in my place: if you have been de- 
 tfaved hitherto, it was by your own pleaſure ; it ws 
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becauſe you ſtood in awe of too fincere adviſers, 
Have you ſought ſuch as were truly diſintereſted, 
and likely to contradict you? Have you been care- 
ful to chooſe perſons leaſt forward to make their court, 
leaſt ſelfiſh in their conduct, and the moſt ready to 
condemn your unreaſonable prejudices and paſſhons ? 
When you found flatterers, did you baniſh them 
your preſence ? Did you diſtruſt them? Ne, no; 
you did not act like thoſe who love the truth, and 
deſerve to know it. Let us fee now whether you 
can courageouſly ſubmit to truth, when it condemns 
your conduct. I ſaid then, that deſerves blame 
which has procured you ſuch general applauſe. 
While you had ſo many enemies abroad, threatening 
your ill-ſettled kingdom, you thought of nothing 
within your infant city but of erecting magnificent 
edifices. This is what has coſt you ſo 1 many reſtleſs 
nights, as you have yourſelt acknowledged. You 
have exhauſted your treaſure, but never thought of 
multiplying your people, or of cultivating the fertile 
lands on this coaſt. Muſt not theſe two things be 
regarded, as the two effential foundations of your 
power; namely, great numbers of good ſubjects, 
and lands well cultivated for their ſubſiſtence? A 
long peace at firſt was neceflary to favour popula- 
tion. Your whole attention ſhould have been devoted 
to agriculture, and the enacting wiſe laws. A vain 
ambition has impelled you to the very brink of ruin. 
Extremely defirous of appearing great, you have 
riſked the deſtruction of your real greatneſs. Loſe 
no time in repairing your faults; ſuſpend all your 
magnificent ſtructures ; renounce this pomp which 
would ruin your new city; ſuffer your people to enjoy 
peace ; endeavour to introduce plenty among them, 
to facilitate marriages. Remember you are only 
king, as you have ſubjects to govern ; and that you! 
power ought to be meaſured, not by the extent of 
your territories, but by the number and attachment 
of the inhabitants. Occupy a country good, though 
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not very extenſive ; fill it with great numbers of 
induſtrious well regulated people, and conciliate 
their affection. Then will you be more powerful, 
more happy, and acquire more glory, than all thoſe 
conquerors that ravage ſo many kingdoms.” 

How ſhall I behave then toward theſe kings?“ 
ſaid IDOMENEvVS : * ſhall I confeſs my weakneſs to 
them? True it is, I have neglected agriculture, and 
even commerce, which were eafily raiſed in this 
ſituation, and minded nothing but building a mag- 
nificent city. Muſt I then, my dear MENTOR, diſ- 
cover my imprudence, and expoſe myſelf in ſuch an 
aſſembly of kings? If I muſt, I will without heſita- 
tion, whatever it coſt me; for you have taught me 
that a true king made for his people, and owin 
every thing to them, ſhould prefer their ſafety to his 
own reputation.“ 

« Such a ſentiment,“ replied MEN roR, “ is wor- 
thy the father of his people; by this benevolence, 
not by the vain magnificence of your city, I re- 
cognize in you a truly royal heart. But the intereſt 
of the ſtate requires that care be taken of your honour. 
Leave that to me : I will give theſe kings to under- 
ſtand that you have engaged to reinſtate ULysses, if 
alive, or at leaſt his ſon, on the throne of Ithaca; 
and to drive from thence all the lovers of PEN ELO E. 
Such an expedition, they will eafily ſee, requires nu- 
merous forces ; and therefore, they will conſent to 
accept, at firſt, a ſmall reinforcement againſt the 
Daunians.” 

At theſe words IpouENEuõs looked like a man diſ- 
encumbered of a heavy burden. By concealing 
from my neighbours,” ſaid he to MgnrTos, © our 
weakneſs, my dear friend, you will ſave, my honour, 
and the reputation of this infant ſettlement. But 
what probability can you allege that I defign ſending 


troops to ſet ULYssEs, or at leaſt his ſon, on the throne 


of Ithaca, while TzLEMacavs himſelf is engaged 
to ſerve in the war againſt the Daunians ?” “ Let 


not 
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not that trouble you,” replied MENTOR; © I ſhall 
ſay nothing untrue, The ſhips you ſend out to 
eſtabliſh your commerce will touch at Epirus, and 
perform two ſervices at the ſame time; one, by 
recalling to your coaſt the foreign traders whom 
too heavy duties deterred from Salentum ; the other, 
by making enquiry about ULYSSES. If ſtill living, 
he cannot be far from thoſe ſeas that divide Greece 
from Italy; and it is confidently ſaid he was lately 
ſeen among the Pheacians. Even were there no 
hopes of ſeeing him again, your ſhips will do fig- 
nal ſervice to his ſon: they will ſpread through 
Ithaca, and all the neighbouring ſtates, the terror of 
the name of young TELEMACHUus, who was thought 
dead like his father. PexELort's lovers will be 
thunder-ſtruck to hear that he is returning, ſup- 
ported by a powerful ally; the Ithacians will be 
deterred from revolt; and PEN ETO E, being com- 
forted, will perſiſt in refuſing a ſecond huſband, 
Thus will you ſerve TELEMACRHUs, while he ſup- 
plies your place among the allies of this fide of 
Italy acting againit the Daunians.“ IpomeNEvs 
exclaimed : © Happy the king ſupported by wiſe 
counſellors! a wiſe and faithful friend is more {er- 
viceable to a king than victorious armies. But 
doubly happy the ſovereign, ſenſible of his happineſs, 
and who knows his advantage in making good uſe 
of wiſe counſels! for confidence is often with-held 
from wiſe and virtuous men whole integrity is feared, 
while we lend a willing ear to flatterers, of whole 
treachery we have no fear. I myſelf have fallen 
in that ſnare; and will relate to you all the misfor- 
tunes brought on me by a falſe friend, who flattered 
my paſſions in hopes that I would flatter his in return.” 

Mentor found no difficulty in perſuading the 
allied kings that IDouEN EUS had charged himlſeli 
with the affairs of TELEMACHVs, while the youth 
himſelf ſhould ſerve in their army. They were ſa- 
tisfied to have among them the young ſon ot 
ULYSSES 
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ULyssEs with a hundred young Cretans, whom 
IroMENEUs gave him as companions in the war: 
they were the flower of the young nobles, whom he 
had brought from Crete. They took the field by 
MEeNToR's advice. Care,” ſaid he, © muſt be 
taken of population in time of peace ; but, leſt the 
whole nation ſhould fink in ſoftneſs and ignorance 
of war, the young nobility ſhould be ſent to fo- 
reign wars. Theſe will be ſufficient to maintain in 
the whole nation an emulation for glory, in the love 
of arms, in a contempt of hardſhips and of death 
itſelf ; and alſo experience in military ſkill.” 

The confederate kings left Salentum, ſatisfied with 
IroMENEuUs, and charmed with the wiſdom of 
MenToR. It gave them great joy that TELEMA- 
cHUsSs accompanied them: but he himſelf was 
greatly affected at parting with his friend. While 
the allied kings were taking leave of IpoukxEus, 
and proteſting chat they would ever maintain peace 
with him, TELEMACHuUs ſhed a flood of tears in the 
boſom of MENTOR, who held him claſped in his 


arms. J am inſenſible,“ ſaid TELEMAcHUS, © to 


the joy of going to acquire glory: I am affected only 
by the grief of our ſeparation. Methinks I ſee again 
that unfortunate period, when the Egyptians tore 
me from your arms, and carried me far away, leav- 
ing me no hope of ſeeing you again.“ MENTOR 
comforted him with the moſt ſoothing reply. This 
is,” faid he, „a very different ſeparation. This is 
voluntary; this will be ſhort : you go in quelt of 
victory. I could wiſh, my fon, your love for me 
were leſs tender, and more manly ; accuſtom yourſelf 
to my abſence; you will not have me always. Wiſ- 
dom and virtue, not MEN TOR, muſt prompt you 
to your duty.” So ſaying, the goddeſs concealed 
under the figure of MENTOR covered TELEMA- 
cus with her ægis, inſpiring him with the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and forefight, intrepid valour and calm mo- 
deration ; virtues ſeldom found united. Go,” ſaid 
MEexrTok, 
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Mxrok, © amid the greateſt dangers, whenever 
your going ſhall be requiſite. A prince diſgraces 


himſelf more by ſhunning danger in time of ac- 
tion, than by never appearing in the field. The 
courage of him who commands others muſt never 
be doubtful. If it nearly concerns a people to pre- 


ſerve their king or commander, it ſtill more nearly 
concerns them that no doubts be entertained 1n re- 
gard to his valour. Remember that the commander 
ought to be a pattern to the reſt, and animate the 
whole army by his example. Fear not, therefore, O 
TELEMAchus, any danger; rather periſh than ſuffer 
your courage to be ſuſpected. Thoſe ſycophants who 
molt earneſtly diſſuade you from expoſing yourſelf to 
danger on neceſſary occaſions, will be the firſt to 
athrm in private that you wanted courage, if they 
lind you eaſily prevented on ſuch occaſions. But 
court not danger unneceſſarily. Valour can be no 
farther a virtue than as regulated by prudence : it 
is otherwiſe a mad contempt of lite, and brutal fury, 
Extravagant valour is unſteady. He who is not 
maſter of himſelf in danger, is rather fool-hardy 
than brave: to ſet him above fear, he muſt firſt be 
beſide himſelf ; becauſe he cannot ſurmount his terror 
by the natural effort of his heart. Thus ſituated, if 
he does not fly, he is at leaſt diſordered ; he loſes 
that tranquil liberty of mind which is neceſſary to 
give proper orders, to take advantage of events, to 
vanquiſh the enemy, and to ſerve his country. It 
he has all the ardour of a ſoldier, he wants the 
diſcernment of a commander. Nay, he has not 
even the real courage of a common ſoldier; for the 
ſoldier ought to preſerve in battle a preſence of mind 
and a recollection neceſſary ro obedience. He who 
raſhly expoſes himſelf treſpaſſes on the order and 
diſcipline of the troops, ſets an example of temerity, 
and often expoſes the whole army to great diſaſters. 
Thoſe who prefer their vain ambition to the ſafety 
of the common cauſe, deſerve chaſtiſement, not re- 
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compence. Beware then, my dear ſon, of too im- 
patient purſuit of glory. The ſureſt way to find it is 
to wait calmly a favourable opportunity. Virtue 
always commands reſpect in proportion to her ſim- 
plicity, modeſty, and contempt of oftentation, In 
roportion as the neceſſity of encountering danger 
3333 urgent, the reſources of courage and of 
foreſight ought to continue increaſing. Remember, 
beſides, to avoid exciting envy; and on your ſide 
never be jealous at the ſucceſs of others. Praiſe all 
that is praiſeworthy; but praiſe with judgment, ap- 
plauding with pleaſure; conceal failings; and re- 
member them with regret. Decide not in the pre- 
ſence of thoſe ancient captains who poſſeſs that ex- 
perience you cannot have; hear them with defe- 
rence : conſult them, requeſt the ableſt to inſtru 
you ; nor bluſh to aſcribe to their inſtructions whatever 
you do excellently. Laſtly, never liſten to tales 
that might excite your jealouſy, or diſtruſt of the 
other chiefs. Converſe with them openly and inge- 
nuouſly. Should you ſuppoſe you had reaſon to 
complain of their behaviour, open your heart to 
them ; explain to them your reaſons. If they are 
capable of diſcerning the nobleneſs of ſuch con- 
duct, it will charm them; and you will obtain all 
the ſatisfaction you can expect. If, on the contrary, 
they are not reaſonable enough to admit your 
ſentiments, you will learn from perſonal obſerva- 
tion what you may expect from their injuſtice ; 
take your meaſures for avoiding further diſpute till 
the war 1s concluded, Thus you will have nothing 
to reproach yourſelf with. But above all, beware 
of entruſting certain flatterers, who ſow diviſion, with 
what grounds of complaint you may imagine you 
have againſt the chiefs of the army. As for myſelf, 
] ſhall remain here to aſſiſt IDouxExNEUs in his pre- 
lent neceſſary labours for the good of his people, and 
in completely repairing thoſe faults which flatterers 
and weak counſellors have induced him to commit 

in founding his new kingdom.“ 
Cc Here 
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Here TELEMAcHUs could not help expreſſing 
to Mx ro ſome ſurpriſe at, and even ſome con- 
tempt for, the conduct of IDoMEN EUS. But MEx- 
rok immediately checked him: „“ Are you ſut— 
priſed,” ſaid he with a ſeverity of tone, “ that 
men of the greateſt worth are till but men, and 
diſcover ſome remaining human foibles amid the in- 
numerable ſnares and perplexities inſeparable from 
royalty? IDoMENEvs, it is true, has been brought 
up in ideas of pride and pageantry, But what 
philoſopher, had he been in his place, could have 
defended himſeif againſt flattery? It muſt be owned 
that he ſuffered himſelf to be too much influenced by 
thoſe who had his confidence: but the wiſeſt kings 
are often deceived, whatever precautions they take 
againſt deception. A king cannot do every thing 


himſelf ; he muſt have miniſters to aſſiſt him, whom 


he mult alſo ſometimes truſt. Beſides, a king can- 
not know thoſe about him ſo well as private men; 
they always wear a maſk before him, and exhauſt 
every kind of artifice for his deception. Alas ! my 
dear TELEMACHUs, you will but too much expert- 
ence this, We find not in men either the virtues or 
the talents that are fought, In vain are endeavours 


to ſtudy and inveſtigate them; we are daily miſtaken. 


Nay, even the better ſort of men are hardly ever 
made completely equal to what the neceſſities of the 
public require. They have their obſtinacies, their 
jarring intereſts, and their jealouſies. They are 
rarely either convinced or corrected. 

The more numerous is a people to be go- 
verned, the more miniſters are neceſſary, to perform 
by them what a prince cannot execute in perſon: 
and the more neceſſary are miniſters veſted with 
delegated power, the greater is the danger of being 
deceived in the choice. He who to-day without 
emorſe cenſures kings, would, if king to-morrow, 
behave worſe, and commit the ſame faults, with 
others infinitely greater. A private ſtation, accompa- 
nied with a little intelligent eloquence, hides every 
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natural defect, ſets of ſhining talents, and makes a 
man appear worthy of the higheſt employments, from 
which he is diſtant. But authority puts every talent 
to ſevere trial, and expoles capital defects. Gran» 
d-ur is like certain glafles that magnify every object. 
In high ſtations, where trifles have often great ef- 
fits, and where flight faults often produce moſt 
fatil conſequences, every defect appears enlarged, 
All the world is engaged in obſerving a ſingle man, 
every moment, and judging him with the utmoſt ſe— 
verity. His judges are altogether unacquainted with 
his ſituation ; they know nothing of its difficulties. 
They will have him more than man, ſuch *perfection 
do they exact from him. A king, however wile 
and good, is (till a man: his underſtanding and his 
virtue are limited; he has paſhons, humours, ha- 
bits, of which he is not always director. He is ſur- 
rounded by artful, mercenary men; he finds not 
that aſſiſtance he deſires. Every day he commits 
ſome error, either by his own paſſions, or thoſe of 
his miniſters. Scarce has he repaired one fault, 
when he falls into another. Such 1s the condition of 
kings, the moſt enlightened, and the molt virtuous. 
The longeſt and belt reigns are too ſhort, and too 
imperfect, to repair in the end what without deſign 
was injured in the beginning. Royalty brings 
with it all theſe misfortunes ; human imbecility finks 
under fo heavy a burden: kings ſhould be pitted and 
pardoned. Are they not to be pitied in having ſuch 
numbers to govern, whole wants are infinite, and 
who give ſo much uneaſineſs to thoſe who would go- 
vern them well? And, to {peak freely, men are 
much to be pitied, in being obliged to be governed 
by kings who are men like themſelves ; for, to re- 
form mankind would require deities. But kings are 
certainly no leſs to be pitied, being but men weak 
and imperfect, in having to govern ſuch innumer- 
able multitudes, corrupt and deceitful.” 
TEzLEMACHps rephed with vivacity: “ Ipone- 
Cez NEVUS 
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wEUS by his miſconduct loſt the kingdom of his 
anceſtors in Crete; and would have loft a ſecond in 
that of Salentum alſo, but for your counſel.” 

& J own,” ſaid MENTOR, ** he has committed 
great errors; but ſelect in Greece, or in any other 
the moſt civilized country, a king who has not 
committed ſome altogether inexcuſable. The greateſt 
men haye in their conſtitution, and in their mental 
character, defects that miſlead them; and the mot 
praiſe-worthy are thoſe who have fortitude to ac- 
knowledge and repair their errors. Do you imagine 


that ULyYssEs, the great UL xsszs, your father, 


though a model for all the Grecian princes, has no 
foibles, no defects? Had not MixtRvaA guided him 
ſtep by ſtep, how often would he have ſunk under 


_ dangers and difficulties where fortune wantonly caſt 


him! How often has Minerva reſtrained and re- 
claimed him, to lead him conſtantly to glory by the 
path of virtue! Do not expect to find him altoge- 
ther perfect, when you ſhall ſee him reigning with ſo 
much glory in Ithaca; imperfections you will cer— 
tainly find in him. But Greece, Aſia, and all the iſles 
of the ſea, thought him worthy admiration, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe defects. A thouſand great qualities 
obliterated them. It will be your happineſs to have 
an opportunity alſo of admiring him, and forming 
yourſelf by ſo perfect a model. 

« Learn, O TEeLEMAcHvs, not to expect from 
the greateſt men more than 1s competent to human 
capacity. Unexperienced youth indulges preſump— 
tuous cenſure, that diſguſts it againſt all it ſhould 
propole as patterns, and renders incurable its indo- 
cility. You ought not only to love, reſpect, and 
1mitate your father, though he be not perfect, but 
you. ought even to have a high eſteem for Ipouz- 
NEUS, notwithſtanding all I blame in him. He 1s 


naturally ſincere, upright, juſt, generous, and be- 
neficent ; of conſummate bravery ; deteſting fraud 
when he Knows it, and follows freely the true bias 
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of his own heart. All his exterior qualifications are 
great, and ſuited to his ſtation. His candour in 
owning his faults, his good nature, his patience 
in taking the harſheſt things I ſaid to him in good 
part, his magnanimity in acknowledging, and pub- 
licly repairing his errors, thereby raiſing himſelf 
above all cenſure, diſcover true greatneſs of mind. 
Good fortune, or good counſel, may ſecure a man 
of very ordinary capacity from certain faults; but 
only extraordinary virtue can engage a king, ſo long 
ſeduced by flattery, to repair his errors. Thus to riſe, 
is more glorious than never to have fallen. The 
faults of IDoMENEvs are ſuch as occur to almoſt 
all kings ; but ſcarce any king has done by way 
of reparation what he has lately done. As for me, [ 
could not but inceſſantly admire him at the very 
moment when he allowed me to contradict him. 
Admire him alſo, O TELEMACHus! lets for his re- 
putation than your own benefit, I give you this ad- 
vice.“ 

MzenTor, by theſe reflections, made TELEMA“ 
cxvs ſenſible of the danger of being unjuſt, in giv- 
ing way to ſevere ſtrictures on the conduct of others, 
eſpecially of thoſe encumbered with the difficulties 
and perplexities of adminiſtration, Afterwards, © It 
is now time,” ſaid he, „to part; adieu. I ſhall 
await your return, my dear TELEMACHUS ] Remem- 


ber, that thoſe who fear the gods have nothing to 


fear from men. You will find yourſelf expoſed to 


the greateſt dangers ; but know that MIN ERVA will 
never forſake you.” 

At theſe words, TELEMACHvUs almoſt perceived 
the preſence of the goddeſs, and would have diſco- 
vered it was ſhe who thus ſpake to inſpire him with 
confidence, had ſhe not recalled the idea of MEN. 
TOR, by ſaying : “ Forget not, my ſon, the pains I 
took when you was a child, to make you wiſe and 
valiant as your father. Do nothing unworthy his 
great example, and thoſe maxims of virtue with 
which I have endeavoured to inſpire you.” 
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The ſun was already up, and gilded the tops of 
the mountains, when the kings quitted Salentum to 


Join their troops, which were encamped around the 


city. They forthwith began their march under their 
reſpective commanders. All around were ſeen briſt. 
ling pikes of ſteel; glittering ſhields dazzling the 
eye; clouds of duſt aſcending to the ſkies. Ivo. 
MENEUSand MEN ro having accompanied the con- 
federate kings to fome diſtance from the city, at laſt 


took their leave, after the warmeſt profeſſions of 


friendſhip on both fides : the allies no longer doubted 
but peace would be laſting, now they knew the in- 
tegrity of IDoMExnegvus, who had been repreſented 
to them very different from what he really was ; be- 
cauſe a judgment had been formed of his character, 
not from his own natural ſentiments, but from the 
bad, unjuſt, and flattering counſels to which he had 
liſtened. 

After the army was departed, IdoMENEvs carried 
MexroR into all quarters of the city.“ Let us ſee, 
faid MENToR, * the number of your people, both 


in town and country; let us take an exact account 


of them. Let us enquire too what number of huſ- 
bandmen are among them ; and how much corn, 
wine, oil, and other fruits your lands produce, one 
year with another. Thus ſhall we be able to deter- 
mine, whether the lands furniſh ſufficient to main- 
rain all the inhabitants, and whether there is any 
overplus, wherewith to carry on a beneficial com- 
merce with foreign countries. We mult alſo ſee what 
number of ſhips and ſailors you have: from thence 
we ſhall judge of your power.” He viſited the 
part, and went on board every ſhip; enquired to 
what country each veilel was bound; of what com- 
modities the cargo conſiſted, and what were taken 
in exchange: what was the expence of the voyage; 
what ſums the merchants lent to one another; what 
partnerſhips they had formed, to know it they were 
equitable and duly executed; finally, he enquire 
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che riſks of ſhipwreck, and other miſchances of com- 
merce, to prevent the ruin of merchants, who, from 
avidity of gain, often undertake what they are not 
able to perform. 

He wiſhed that bankruptcies ſhould be ſeverely 
puniſhed ; becauſe thoſe exempt from fraud rarely 
are from raſhneſs. At the ſame time he made regu- 
lations, by which they might be eaſily prevented, ap- 
pointing magiſtrates ro whom the merchants ſhould 
give an account of their effects, their gains, their 
expences, and undertakings. They were never al- 
lowed to riſk the property of others, or more than 
half their own. But what could not be executed by 
a fingle merchant was conducted by companies; 
and the rules of theſe companies were rendered in- 
violable by the rigorous penalties inflicted on thoſe 
who departed from them. Further, the liberty of 
commerce was preſerved entire. Far from cramping 
it by impoſts, a premium was offered to all mer- 
chants who ſhould open a new trade to Salentum 
from any other nation. 

In conſequence, numbers of people quickly haſt- 
ened from all parts to ſettle at Salentum. The trade 
of that city might be compared to the ebbing and 
flowing of the ſea ; riches entered like wave upon 
wave; all coming in and going out freely: every 
thing imported was uſeful; every thing exported 
left behind it other riches by which it was replaced. 
Strict juſtice preſided in the port over the ſeveral 
nations, Freedom, probity, and fair dealing, ſeemed 
from the top of its lofty towers to invite merchants 
from the moſt diſtant lands ; each of theſe merchants, 
whether from the extremity of the Eaſt, where the 
{un daily riſes from the boſom of the deep, or from 
that vaſt ocean, where, after a tedious courſe, he 


quenches his fires at eve, lived in as much peace 


and ſecurity at Salentum as in his own country. 
As to the interior part of the city, M x roR viſited 


all che magazines, the ſhops of the artificers, and the 


public 
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ublic ſquares. All foreign merchandize that might 
introduce luxury and effeminacy was prohibited. He 
regulated the dreſs, the diet, the fize, furniture, and 
ornaments of the houſes, for every rank ; all of gold 
and filver were forbidden. I know but one way,” 
ſaid he to IDomeNevs, to render your people fru- 
gal in expences ; that is, by ſetting the example 
yourſelf. It is neceſſary that you maintain a certain 
exterior grandeur ; but your guards, and the prin- 
cipal officers about you, will ſufficiently indicate 
your authority. Be ſatisfied with apparel of fine 
wool, dyed purple ; let thoſe principal perſons of the 
ſtate next yourſelf wear the ſame kind of wool, 
differing from yours only by colour, and a flight 
embroidery of gold running along the border of 
your robe. Different colours may diſtinguiſh differ- 
ent ranks of people, without requiring gold, ſilver, 
or precious ſtones, 

Let rank be regulated by birth. Aſſign the firſt 
place to perſons of the moſt ancient and illuſtrious 
nobility. Thoſe enjoying the merit and authority ot 
employments, will be ſufficiently ſatisfied to follow 
the great and ancient families who have been in ſo 
long poſſeſſion of the higheſt honours. Thoſe of lets 
noble birth will readily yield to them, provided you 
do not teach them to forget themſelves by too great 
and ſudden elevation; but beſtow praiſes on the mo- 
deration of thoſe who are modeſt in proſperity. The 
diſtinction leaſt ex poſed to envy, is that which flows 
from anceſtry and birth. Virtue and public ſpirit 
in ſerving the ſtate will be ſufficiently excited by 
crowns and ſtatues beſtowed on noble actions: and 
ordain, that this be a commencement of nobility 


to the children of thoſe who perform them. Thoſe 


of higheſt rank next yourſelf may wear white with 
a gold fringe at the bottom, a gold ring on the finger, 
and a gold medal hanging from the neck, impreſſed 
with your portrait. Let thoſe of the ſecond rank be 
clothed in blue, with filver fringe, a ring, but no 

medal, 
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| medal. The third claſs ſhall wear green, with a me- 


dal, but neither fringe nor ring; the fourth deep 
yellow; the fifth pale red, or roſe colour; the ſixth 
grey violet; the ſeventh, conſtituting the loweſt claſs, 
a mixture, white and yellow. Such be the dreſſes 
for ſeven different ranks of freemen. Slaves ſhall 
be clad in ruſſet. Thus will each individual be 
diſtinguiſhed according to his degree without ex- 

ence ; and all arts ſubſervient to pomp and lux— 
ury be baniſhed from Salentum. The artificers be- 
fore employed in theſe pernicious arts, will apply 
either to thoſe neceſſary, which are but few, to com- 
merce, or to agriculture. No change mult be admit- 
ted either in the nature of the cloth, or the form of 
apparel ; for it ill becomes men deſigned for a lite 
{erious and noble, to amuſe themielves with invent- 
ing affected bedeckings ; or to permit their wives, in 
whom ſuch amuſements were leſs ſhameful, to fall in- 
to this exceſs.“ 

As a ſkilful gardener lops off the uſeleſs branches 
of fruit-trees, ſo MENTOR endeavoured to retrench 
that luxury which corrupts the morals. He reduced 
every thing to a noble fimplicity and frugality. He 
even regulated the diet of the citizens and ſlaves. 
*© What a ſhame,” ſaid he,“ that men of rank ſhould 
place their greatneſs in luxurious dainties, by which 
they enervate their minds, and quickly ruin the 
health of their bodies ! whereas they ought to place 
their happineſs in moderation, in power to benefit 
others, and in the reputation ſuch beneficial actions 
deſerve. Temperance renders the ſimpleſt diet the 
moſt agreeable, and beſtows, together with the moſt 
vigorous health, the pureſt and molt permanent plea 
ſures. Reſtrict therefore your diet to food of the 


beſt ſorts, but dreſſed plain. To excite appetite be- 


yond its real limits, is, in effect, to poiſon mankind. 
IpouxkxNxkus immediately conceived his error in 
ſuffering the inhabitants of his new city to ſink into 
elfeminacy and corruption of manners, by violating 
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the laws of Mixos reſpecting ſobriety : but the ſage 
MzxrTor convinced him, that theſe laws, though re- 
vived, were uſeleſs, unleſs enforced by royal exam- 
ple, which alone could impreſs them with authority, 
IdoMENEvs, therefore, immediately regulated his 
table, admitting only excellent bread ; wine of the 
country, agrecable and ſtrong, but in moderation; 
with ſimple plain diſhes, ſuch as he ate at the ſiege 
of Troy with the other Greeks. None dared com- 
plain of a regulation to which the king ſubmitted; 
and each corrected that profuſion and delicacy in 
which they were beginning to indulge at entertain- 
ments. 

MExNToR alſo ſuppreſſed that ſoft and effeminate 
muſic which corrupts the youth. Nor was he leſs 
ſevere in condemning that bacchanalian muſic which 
intoxicates almoſt as much as wine, and is productive 
of impudence and violent paſſions. He reſtricted 
muſic to feſtivals in temples, to the praiſes of the 
gods, and of heroes who have ſet examples of ex- 
traordinary virtue. Neither would he permit, ex- 
cept in temples, the great ornaments of architec- 
ture; ſuch as columns, pediments, and porticos : 
he compoſed a ſpecies of architecture beautiful and 
ſimple, by which an inconſiderable ſpace of ground 
afforded a cheerful and convenient houſe for a nu— 
merous family ; having the advantage of an healthy 
aſpect, and apartments independent of one another; 
that order and neatneſs might be eaſily preſerve, 
and the whole maintained at ſmall expence. He 
ordained that houſes of any conſequence ſhould 
have a faloon and a little colonnade, with ſmall 
chambers for all free perſons ; but he forbad, under 
ſevere penalties, the ſuperfluous multitude and mag- 
nificence of apartments. Theſe different plans ot 
houſes, proportioned to the ſize of families, ſerved 
to embelliſh, at a ſmall expence, one part of the 
city, and preſerve it regular; whereas the other part, 
already finiſhed according to the caprice and often- 
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tation of individuals, was, in ſpite of its magnifi- 
cence, leſs agreeably diſpoſed, and leſs commo- 
dious. This new city was built in very little time; 
becauſe the neighbouring coaſt of Greece furniſhed 
excellent architects; and a great number of maſons 
were brought from Epirus and ſeveral other coun- 
tries, on condition that, after having finiſhed their 
work, they ſhould ſettle in the neighbourhood of 
Salentum, have lands aſſigned them for cultivation, 
and conduce to the population of the country. 
Painting and ſculpture ſeemed to MENTOR arts 
which ought not to be entirely excluded ; but he 
reſolved that few profeſſors of them ſhould be al- 
lowed in Salentum. He founded a ſchool, where 
preſided excellent maſters to luperintend the young 
pupils. Nothing weak or mean,“ {aid he, * muſt 
be admitted in thoſe arts that are not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. Conſequently, only young perſons of pro- 
miſing genius, and likely to excel, ſhould be per- 
mitted to ſtudy them. Others, born for arts leſs 
noble, may be very uſefully employed in the ordi- 
nary occupations of the ſtare. Sculptors and painters 
ſhould only be employed to preſerve the memory 
of great men and great actions. Public buildings, or 


ſepulchral monuments, ſhould preſerve repreſenta- 


tions of all exploits which, with extraordinary virtue, 
have been performed for the public ſervice.” Never- 
theleſs, the moderation and frugality of MENTOR 
did not hinder his authorizing all thoſe grand ſtruc- 
tures deſtined for horſe and chariot races, for wreſt- 
ling, for fighting with the ceſtus, and all other ex- 
erciſes which contribute to render the body more 

agile and vigorous. | 
Mex rox ſuppreſſed a prodigious number of thoſe 
who dealt in ſtuffs of foreign manufacture, 1n coſtly 
embroideries, in gold and ſilver vaſes emboſſed with 
figures of the gods, of men and animals; and laſtly, 
in | ſtrong waters and pertumes. He inſitted that the 
furniture of houſes ſhould be plain, and made for long 
D d 2 duration, 
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duration. Hereby the Salentines, who complained 
loudly of their poverty, began to find how much 
they poſſeſſed of ſuperfluous wealth. But it was falſc 
wealth, which impoveriſhed them, and they actu- 


ally became rich in proportion as they had reſolu- 


tion to part with it.“ To deſpiſe that wealth,” ſaid 
they to themſelves, * which eben the ſtate, and 
to make our wants fewer, by reducing them to the 
real exigencies of nature, is to enrich ourſelves.“ 

Mx ros viſited without delay the arſenals, and the 
different magazines, to judge whether the arms and 
other warlike ſtores were in good condition.“ For,” 
ſaid he, © a ſtate ſhould always be prepared for war, 
to prevent being ever reduced to the unhappineſs ot 
engaging in it.“ He found many things wanting 
in all places. Artificers therefore were immedia ately 
collected, and ſet to work in iron, ſteel, and brats; 
fiery furnaces were ſeen to riſe, clouds of ſmoke, 
and flames like thoſe ſubterraneous fires diſcharged 
by mount Ætna. The hammer thundered on the 
anvil, which groaned under redoubled itrokes ; theſe 
re-echoed from the neighbouring mountains and 
ſhores : one would have thought bimſelf in that iſle 
where Vulcan, animating the Cyclops, forges thun— 
derbolts for the father of the gods. Thus, by a wile 
foreſight, all the preparations for war were haſtened 
during profound peace. 

MExNxToR afterwards quitting the city with Ipo— 
MENEUS, found a great extent of fertile lands re- 
maining waſte. Others were cultivated but by halves, 
through the ſloth and poverty of the huſbandmen, 
who, wanting hands and cattle, wanted alſo ſpirit and 
means to perfect their agriculture. MENTOR ſeeing 
theſe lands neglected, ſaid to the king: The {oil 
willingly would enrich inhabitants, but inhabitants 
are wanting to the ſoil. Let us then take all thole 
ſuperfluous” artificers of the city, whoſe occupations 
ſerve only to corrupt the manners, and employ them 
in cultivating thele plains and hills. It is indeed 2 
misfortune, 
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misfortune, that all theſe men, accuſtomed to trades 
requiring a ſedentary life, are unuſed to labour : bur 
thus that evil may be remedied. You mutt divide 
among them the vacant lands, and invite to their 
aſſiſtance people from the neighbouring nations to do 
the more laborious work under their direction. This 
they will do, pag a tuitable recompence 1s ofter- 
ed them out of the produce of thoſe grounds which 
they ſhall bring into tilth: they may afterwards have 
a part allotted "them, and thereby be incorporated 
wich your people, whole number is inſufficient. Ther 
will make good ſubjects, and increaſe your power, 
provided they are induſtrious, and obedient to the 
laws. Your city artificers, tranſplanted into the coun- 
try, will bring up their children to labour, and the 
toils of buthandry. Moreover, all the foreign work- 

men employed in building your city, have under- 
taken to cultivate part of your lands, and to become 
huſbandmen : incorporate them among your people 
when they have finiſhed their works. They will be 
charmed with engaging to live under ſo mild a g0- 
vernment. As they are robuſt and laborious, their 
example will ſtimulate to activity thole artificers 
tranſplanted from the city into the countrv, with 
whom they will be mingled. Thus will your whole 
territory, in time, be pcopled with healthy, vicorous 
families employed in agriculture. As 195 the multi- 
plication of this people, make yourtelt quite eaſy; 
they will ſoon become innumerable, provided you 
facilitate marriages : to facilitate theſe is ſimple and 
caſy: moſt men incline to marry: poverty alone 
prevents them. If not loaded with taxes, they will 
maintain, without difficulty, their wives and chil- 
dren ; for the earth is never ungrateful, but ever ſup- 

ports DE her productions thoſe who cultivate her 
alhduouſly. To thoſe only does ſhe refuſe plenty, 
who fear to beſtow their labours on her. The moro 


children huſbandmen have, the richer they are, if 


not impoveriſhed by the prince; tor they begin to 
ailiit 
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aſſiſt them in their earlieſt days. The youngeſt 
feed and tend the ſheep ; others more advanced look 
after the herds of cattle; and the eldeſt work with 
their father. In the mean time, the mother, with 
the reſt of the family, prepares a ſimple repaſt for 
her huſband and dear children, expected to return 
fatigued with the labour of the day. She carefully 
milks her cows and ewes, and milk is ſeen in flow- 
ing ſtreams : ſhe lights a blazing fire, round which 
the whole innocent and peaceful family ſing amuſing 
carols every evening, awalting balmy fleep. She 
makes cheeſe, and preſerves cheſnuts and fruits as 
treſh as when gathered from the tree. 

The ſhepherd returns with his flute, and plays to 
the aſſembled family the neweſt airs which he has 
learned in the neighbouring hamlets. The labourer 
comes home with his plough : his weary oxen, with 
drooping heads, though goaded, jog along with a 
flow, heavy pace. All the troubles of labour fiailn 
with the day. The poppies, which ſleep, by order 
of the gods, ſcatters over the earth, by their charms 
appeale corroding cares, and hold all nature under a 
{weet enchantment ; each ſoundly fleeps without an- 
ticipating the labours of the morrow. Happy arc 
theſe men, without ambition, diſtruſt or deceit, pro- 
vided the gods beſtow on them a virtuous king, 
who interrupts not their innocent joy! but what hor- 
rible inhumanity 1s it, by projects of ambition and 
vain parade, to wreſt from them the {ſweet fruits of 
the earth, for which they are indebted only to the li- 
beral hand of nature, and the ſweat of their brows ! 
Nature alone would offer from her fruitful boſom 
every neceſſary for an infinite number of moderate 
induſtrious men; but the pride and luxury of cer- 
tain individuals are what involve ſo many others in 
the horrors of indigence.” 

«© What ſhall I do,” ſaid IDomtnevs, * if thoſe 
to whom I aſſign thele fertile lands neglect to cul- 
tivate them?“ © Do,” ſaid MENTOR,“ the very re- 
3 verlc 
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verſe of what is commonly done. Covetous, ſhort- 

* fighted princes think but of loading with taxes thoſe 

of their ſubjects who are moſt vigilant and induſtri- 

ous to improve their eſtates; becauſe they hope to 

raiſe taxes with greater facility : while they are more 

favourable to thoſe whom ſloth renders more miſer- 

able. Invert this abſurd method, which overloads 

To the good, rewards vice, and introduces an indolence 

| equally fatal to the king himſelf as to the ſtate. Im- | 
| pole taxes, fines, and, if neceſſary, other ſevere pe- 

3 nalties on thoſe who neglect their lands, as you 

N would puniſh ſoldiers who ſhould detert their poſt in | 

time of war. On the contrary, grant privileges and | 

0 exemptions to numerous families, augmenting them 

| in proportion to the cultivation of their lands, Thus 

their number will be ſoon increaſed, and every ind1- 

vidual be animated to labour; it will even become 

| honourable. The profeſſion of a huſbandman will no 

ri longer be deſpiſed, being no longer attended with 


_— —— — 


diſtreſs. The plough, guided by victorious hands 

that have defended their country, again will be held 

. with honour : nor will it be leſs honourable to im- 
; prove the eſtate of one's anceſtors during a happy 
+ M peace, than to have nobly defended it during the 
,  calamities of war. The whole country will again 
- flouriſh. Ceres will be crowned with golden corn ; 
| Bacchus, treading the grapes, will pour ſtreams of 
i wine {weeter than nectar down the fides of the moun- 
a tains. The deep valleys will echo with the concerts 
of the ſhepherds, who along the cryſtal brooks will 
unite their pipes with their voices; while their {kip- 
ping flocks crop the flowery turf, fearleſs of wolves. 


Will you not be extremely happy, O Ipomenevs, 
as the author of fo many bleſſings, to make ſuch a mul- 
| titude of people live in peace and plenty under your 
protection? Is not ſuch glory more affecting than that 
3 of ravaging the earth, of ſpreading every where (and ; 
- | 2lnoft as much at home, even amid victories, as | 
c | over yanquiſhed ſtrangers) carnage, confuſion, hor- þ 


ror, | N 
, 
| 
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ror, deſpondency, conſternation, devouring famine, | 
and deſpair? Happy the king, ſo favoured by the | 
gods, and aul ed of heart to undertake thus to be- 
come the darling of his people, and to exhibit to | 
eveiy age a ſcene ſo glorious in his reign ! The 


it vhole carth, tar from taking arms to detend them- 
[2 ſelves againſt him, would come to his feet and re- 
3 queſt his dominion.“ IDoMENEvUs replied : * But 


1 when my people ſhall thus enjoy peace and N 
i" luxury will corrupt them, they will turn againſt me 
the ſtrength 1 have given them.“ „ Never fear that 
* inconvenience,“ ſaid MENTOR. © It is a pretext 
lt always urged to flatter prodigal princes, who world 
1 load their people with impoſts: the remedy 1s eaſy. 
1 The regulations we have eſtabliſhed in relation to 
agriculture will render their lives laborious; and, 
1 notwithſtanding their abundance, they will have 
5 only neceſſaries; becauſe we have proſcribed all the 
arts that furniſh ſuperfluities. Even that abundance 
will be diminiſhed by the facility of marriages, and 
by the great increaſe of families: each family be- 
2g numerous, yet having but a ſmall portion of 
land, will be obliged to cultivate it ince{iantly. It 
is ſloth and luxury that make men inſolent and le- 
bellious. Your people indeed will have bread, and 
in plenty; but only bread, and the produce of their 
own lands, earned with the ſweat of their brows. 
To reſtrain your ſubjects within moderation, you 
mult now fix the extent of land which each family 
may poſſeſs. You know we have divided your ſub- 
jects into ſeven claſſes, according to their different 
| ranks : you mult not allow any one family, of either 
| rank, to poſſeſs more land than is abſolutely neceſ- 
| {ary to maintain the number of perſons of which it 
{hall conſiſt. This rule being inviolable, the nobles 
7 will not be able to aggrandize themſelves at the ex- 
iy pence of the poor: all will have land; but, each having 
| little, will be thereby obliged to cultivate i it with 


great care. If, in proceſs of time, the land become 
t09 


OF TELEMACHUS. 209 


too ſcanty for the inhabitants, colonies may be ſet- 
tled, which will augment the parent ſtate, 

« T am even of opinion you ſhould take care that 
wine be not too common in your dominions. If too 
many vines have been planted, they muſt be dug 
up: wine occaſions the greateſt diſorders among peo- 
ple; cauſes quarrels, diſtempers, ſeditions, idleneſs, 
averſion to labour, and domeſtic troubles. Let wine 
then be kept as a fort of medicine, or rare liquor, 
uſed only in ſacrifices, or on high feſtivals : but do 
not expect that ſo important a regulation will be ob- 
ſerved, unleſs you ſet the example yourſelf. Fur- 
ther, you muſt ſee that the laws of MINOS, reſpecting 
the education of children, be kept :nviolate : public 
ſchools muſt be erected, in which the youth may be 
taught to fear the gods, to love their country, to re- 
ſpect the laws, and to prefer honour to pleaſure, and 
even to life itſelf. 

„There muſt be magiſtrates to watch over fa- 
milies, and the morals of individuals. Watch them 
yourſelf : you, who are king (that is, ſhepherd of your 
people), only to watch day and night over your flock. 
Thereby you will prevent an infinite number of 


crimes and diſorders: what you cannot prevent, 


puniſh at once ſeverely. To make inſtant examples 
is a clemency, as it ſtops the progreſs of iniquity. 
By a little blood ſhed ſeaſonably, much is ſaved; and 
a prince makes himſelf feared, without frequent re- 
courſe to ſeverity. But how deteſtable the maxim to 
expect no ſafety without oppreſſing a people! to take 
no pains to inſtruct them, to train them up to vir— 
tue, or to conciliate their affection; but to drive them 
to deſpair by terror, to lay them under the hard ne- 
ceſſity either of ſhaking off the yoke of arbitrary 
power, or of never enjoying liberty ! Is this the true 
mean to a peaceable reign? Is this the true path 
that leads to glory ? Remember that thoſe countries 
where the power of the ſovereign 1s moſt abſolute, 
are thoſe where the ſovercigns are leaſt powerful. 
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They take, they deſtroy all; the whole ſtate is their 
property; but the whole ſtate languiſhes : the lands 
are neglected, and almoſt deſerted : the cities dimi- 
niſh daily : commerce ceaſes : the king, who cannot 
be king alone, and whoſe greatneſs 1s derived from 
his people, himſelf decreaſes gradually by the con- 
tinual decreaſe of his people, who furniſh his wealth 
and power. His dominions are exhauſted of men 
and money : but the former 1s the greateſt and 
molt irreparable loſs. His abſolute power having as 
many ſlaves as ſubjects, he is flattered ; apparently 
adored; they tremble at his very looks : : but wait 
the ſmalleſt revolution, this monſtrous power, ex- 
ceſſively over-ſtrained, cannot laſt, having no re- 
ſource in the affections of his people ; it has haraſſed 
and incenſed every community in the ſtate : it com- 
pels every member of ſuch communities earneſtly to 
wiſh a change. By the firſt blow ſtruck at him the 
1dol 1s overturned, broken, and trodden under foot, 
Contempt, hatred, fear, reſentment, diſtruſt, in ſhort, 
all the paſſions unite againſt ſuch odious deſpotiſm. 
The king, who in his vain proſperity did not find 
a ſingle man bold enough to tell him the truth, in 
his adverſity will not find one willing to excuſe him, 
or to defend him againſt his enemies.“ 

After this diſcourſe, IDoukNEus, as perſuaded 
by MEexTor, immediately divided the vacant land: 
among the uſeleſs artiſans, and executed whatever 
elſe had been reſolved on; reſerving only the lands 
deſtined for the builders, who could not take poſlel- 
ſion of them, or cultivate them, till they had finiſhed 
their works 1n the city. 


END OF THE TWELFTH BOOK. 


ARGUMENT OF THE THIR TEENTH 
BOOK. 


IDOMENEUS informs MENTOR of the confidence he 


had repoſed in PROTESILAUS, and the artiſices of 
that favourite, who acted in concert with TiMocka- 
TES, in order to ruin PHILOCLES, and betray the 
king himſelf. He owns, that being prepoſſeſſed by 
theſe two men againſt Pfi LO HES, he had ordered 
T1MoOCRATES % go and put him to death in an expe- 
dition in which he commanded the fleet; that T1- 
MOCRATES having failed in his attempt, had been 


ſpared by PHiLOCLES, who retired 10 the iſte of Sa- 


mos, after having reſigned the command of the fleet 
to PoLYMENES, whom IDOMENEUS Himſelf bad 
nominated in bis written order: that, notwithſtanding 
PrROTESILAUS'S 7reachery, be had not been able ts 
prevail upen himſelf to diſcard him. 
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THE THIRTEENTH BOOK. 


. the reputation of the mild and 
moderate government of IDoMENEvUS attracts 
crowds of people from all quarters, propoſing to in- 
corporate with his ſubjects, and to find their hap- 
pineſs under fo gentle an adminiſtration. Already 
thoſe fields, ſo long covered with briers and thorns, 
promiſe plentiful harveſts, and fruits till now un- 
known. The carth opens her boſom to the plough— 
ſhare, and teems with riches to reward the huf- 
bandman: hope revives on all ſides. In the valleys, 
and on the hills, appear flocks of ſheep, friſking on 
the graſs, and herds of bullocks and heifers, mak- 
ing the lofty hills re-echo with their lowings, and 
contributing to fertilize the fields. MENTOR adviſed 
IDoMENEUs to exchange with the Peucetes, a neigh 
bouring people, all ſuperfluities now forbidden in 
Salentum, for theſe flocks and herds, which the Sa- 
lentines wanted, At the ſame time the city, and 
the villages around it, were full of young. peo- 
ple, who had Janguiſhed long in miſery, not dar- 
ing to think of marrying for fear of increaſing their 
diſtreſs. When they ſaw IpoukN EUS embrace 
maxims of humanity, and reſolve to be their father, 
they no longer dreaded famine, or the other ſcourges 
by which heaven afflicts mankind. Nothing now 
was heard but ſhouts of joy, and ſongs of ſhepherds 
and peaſants. 5 their weddings. One would 
have thought he ſaw the god Pan with a crowd ot 
ſatyrs and fauns mingled with nymphs, dancing to 
he {ound of the flute, under the ſhades of woods 
and groves : all was tranquillity and joy; but the 
Joy was moderate, and theſe amuſements were but 
relaxation from {crious labours, which rendered them 
more pure and delightful, 
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The old men, amazed to fee what they had not 
dared to hope for during a long courſe of life, wept 
from exceſs of joy, mixed with affection. Lifting 
up their trembling hands to heaven: ** Bleſs,“ 
{aid they, O great Jupiter, the king who reſembles 
you, the greateſt gift you ever beſtowed on us. He 
is born for the good of mankind : recompenſe to 
him all the happineſs we derive from him. Our 
remote deſcendants, offspring c: theſe marriages, 
contracted by his encouragement, will owe all to 
him, even their very birth, and he will indeed be the 
father of his people.” The young married men 
and women expreſſed their joy by ſinging his praiſes 
from whom they received this ſo delightful joy. 
His name was much in their mouths, ſtill more in 
their hearts. It was their happineſs to ſee him, they 
dreaded the loſing him: the loſs of him would have 
been the woe of every family. IpoukxNEUSs then 
acknowledged to MENTOR, that he had never felt 
pleaſure ſo affecting as that of being loved, and of 
making ſuch multitudes happy. I never could 
have thought it,” ſaid he: © I thought the whole 
greatneſs of princes conſiſted in making themſelves 
dreaded ; that the reſt of mankind was made for 
them: all I had heard reported of kings who had 
been the darlings and delights of their people, ap- 
peared to me mere fable: IJ am now convinced of 
its truth. But I muſt inform you how my heart had 
been poiſoned from my earlieſt infancy in regard to 
the authority of kings. This has occaſioned all the 
misfortunes of my lite.” Then IpomexEtvs began 
the following narrative : 

* PRoTESILAUs, who is a little older than my- 
ſelf, was, of all the young men, him whom ] loved 
moſt ; his temper, naturally bold and lively, was 
my very taſte ; he promoted my pleaſures ; he flat- 
tered my paſſions; he made me jealous of another 
young man whom I likewiſe loved, named PHITo- 
CLES, This laſt feared the gods: his foul was great 


5 yet 
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yet moderate, placing grandeur not in exalting, bur 
in overcoming one's ſelf, and in doing nothing baſe, 
He told me freely of my faults; and even when he 
did not venture to ſpeak, his filence and his melan- 
choly air ſufficiently hinted his wiſhes to reprove me. 
« His ſincerity at firſt pleaſed me, and I often pro- 
teſted to him that I would confidently liſten to him 
all my life, to preſerve me from flatterers. He in- 
ſtructed me in my whole duty, whereby to tread in 
the ſteps of Mixos, and to render my ſubjects hap- 
Py. He had not a wiſdom fo profound as yours, O 
MENTOR; but his maxims were good, I now ac- 
knowledge it. By degrees the arts of Proris1L AUS, 
who was jealous of him, and extremely ambitious, 
ſet me againſt PyiLocLEs, who, being unaſpiring, 
{uffercd the other to prevail; and contented himſelt 
with always telling me the truth, when I was diſpoled 
to hear it; not ſceking his own fortune, but my ad- 
vantage. PROTESILAus inſenſibly perſuaded me 
that he was of a proud, moroſe temper; that he 
cenſured all my actions; that he aſked notlung 
through very haughtiheſs, becauſe unwilling to be 
beholden to me for any thing, and ſolicitous of re- 
nown as a man fuperior t + all honours : he added, 
that this youth ſpoke no "ef s freely of my faults to 
others, than to myſelf; that he ſhewed ſufficiently 
he but little elleemed me; and that in thus depre- 
cuating my character, he propoſed, by the {plendou! 
of auſtere virtuc, to open his way to the Crown. 
„At firſt J couid not believe that PHILOCLES 
wiſhed to dethrone me. In real virtue there is a can- 
dour and. ingenuoufnets not to be counterfeited, and 
in which one cannot be miſtaken, if duly attentive to 
it. Butthe fortitude of PH1LOCLES, in reh{ling my 
weak neſles, began to tire me; While the attention Ol 
PrROTtESILAUS to pleaſe me, and his indefatigable 
induſtry in contriving new amuſements for my en— 
tertainment, made me ſuffer more impatiently the 


aulterity of the other. PrRoTESIL AUS, hon ever, mor- 
tified 
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tified to find I did not believe all he told me againſt 
his enemy, determined to {peak no more of him to 
me, but to perſuade me by ſomewhat more power- 
ful than words. He completely decerved me thus : 
he adviſed me to give to PHILOCLES the command 
of the fleet deſtined to attack the Carpathians ; and 
to obtain my conſent, he ſpoke thus: You know 
cannot be ſuſpected when I praiſe him; I own 
he has courage, and a warlike genius ; he 1s the moſt 
capable perſon of ſerving you; and I prefer the 
promotion of your ſervice before my own reſent- 
ment.” 

« ] was charmed to find ſuch rectitude and inte- 
grity in the heart of PrRoTESIL aus, to whom I had 
committed the direction of my molt important affairs. 
I embraced him in a. tranſport of joy, and thought 
myſelf extremely happy in having beſtowed my 
whole confidence on a man, who thus ſeemed to me 
ſuperior to paſſion or intereſt. But, alas! how much 


are princes to be pitied! This man knew me better 


than I knew myſelf: he knew that kings are generally 


diſtruſttul and indolent ; diſtruſtful, from their con- 
ſtant experience of the arts of corrupt men about 
them; indolent, as miſled by pleaſure, and being 
accuſtomed to have miniſters employed to think for 
them, without themſelves taking the trouble. He 
was convinced, therefore, that it was to him no dif- 
ficulty to render me jealous and diſtruſtful of a man, 
who would not fail to perform great actions, eſpe- 
cially as his abſence gave him perfect eaſe in laying 
his ſnares for him. 

„ PHILOCLES, at his departure, foreſeeing what 
might happen: „“ Remember,” ſaid he to me, 
*© that I ſhall now have no opportunity of defending 
mylelf ; that you will hear only my enemy; and that, 


tor ſerving you at the hazard of my life, I riſk the 


danger of having no other recompenſe than your 
diſpleaſure.“ Fou miſtake,” ſaid I. © PROTESI- 
LAUS does not ſpeak of you as you of him : he praiſes, 

he 
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he eſteems you, he thinks you i of the higheſt ! 
employments: ſhould he begin to ſpeak againſt you, | 
he would loſe my confidence : fear nothing, but go, 

and think only of promoting my ſervice.“ He went, 

and left me in a very odd ſituation. 

« I muſt own, MENTOR, that I ſaw clearly how 
neceſſary it was for me to have ſeveral perſons to 
confult; and that nothing was more prejudicial 
either to my reputation, or the ſucceſs of affairs, 
than to commit myſelf to one. I had experienced 
that the wife countels of PHiLocLEs had ſaved me 
from ſeveral dangerous errors, wherein the haughtineſs 
of PrRoTESILAUs had precipitated me. I was ſen— 
fible that in PautLocLes was a fund of probity 
and well-principled integrity, not equally apparert 
in PROTESILAUS : but | had ſuffered PrRoTtEsILAts 
to atlume an overbearing tone, which I was ſcarce 

- able to reſiſt. I was weary of finding myſelt aria 
between two men who could never agree; and 1 
this wearineſs I weakly choſe to hazard "Reagan 
even of public affairs, that I might enjoy my eaſe. |] 
durſt not own, even to myſelf, ſo ſhameful a motive 
for my conduct : but this ſhametul motive, which 1 
durit not unfold, did not fail to operate fecretly at 
the bottom of my heart, and was, indeed, the true 
motive of all my actions. PniLocLEs ſurpriſed the 
enemy, gained a complete victory, and intended to 
return directly, to prevent the ill offices he had 
reaſon to apprehend: but PROTESIHLA US, who had 
not Fel had ſufficient time to delude me, wrote to 
him, that I defired he ſhould make a deſcent on the 
iſland of Carpathium, to improve his victory. In 
fact, he had perſuaded me that I might eafily re- 
duce that iſland: but he had contrived that PHI:“᷑ 
LOCLES ſhould be unprovided of many things ne- 
ceſſary to the enterprite, and had ſubjected him to 
certain reſtrictions that occaſioned many difficultics 

in the execution. In the mean time, he made 
uſe of a very worthlets domeſtic that 1 had about 
me, 
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me, and who watched the minuteſt actions, to give 
him an account of them; yet they ſeemed rarely 
to have interviews, and never to be of the ſame mind. 
This domeſtic, named Timoczarrs, came one day 
and told me, as a great ſecret, that he had diſcovered 
a very dangerous affair. PiiiLocLEs,” ſaid he,“ in- 
tends employing your fleet to make himſelf king of 
the iſland of Carpathium. The principal officers are 
attached to him, the ſoldiers have been all gained, 
partly by largelſes but more by the dangerous licen- 
tiouſneſs in which he indulges them. He is intox1- 
cated by his victory. Here is a letter he wrote to 
one of his friends, on his project of becoming king. 
No doubt can be entertained of it after ſo full a 
proof.“ I read this letter, which appeared to be writ- 
len by EntLoc Es. His hand writing was exactly 
imitated by PROTESILAus, aſſiſted by T1IMOCR A- 
Es. This letter aſtoniſhed me: I read it over 
and over, unable to believe that it was written by 
PHILOCLES ; recollecting, in my agitated mind, the 
many endearing. proofs he had given me of his fidelity 
and difintereſtedneſs. But what could I do? How 
could I reſiſt the evidence of a letter, wherein J ſup- 
poſed I certainly diſcovered the hand writing of PHI“ 
LOCLES ? 

« When TimocrATEs faw that | was yielding to 
his ſtr ratagem, he puſhed it ſtill further. “ May ! 
preſume,” ſaid he, taultering, ** to defire your notice 
of one word in this letter? PILocLEs tells his 
friend, that he may ſafely ſpeak to PROTESILILAus on 


- 


a ſubject he 3 only by a cypher: doubt- 


15 PRrROTESIL AUs has entered into 5 deſign, and 
they are reconciled, but to your iniury. You know 1t 
was Prora who preiled vou to fend PHiLo— 
cLES againſt the Carpathians. For forme time he has 
deſiſted from ſpeaking to you againft him, as he : often 
Md before: on the contrary, he excuſes and praiſes 
lim on all occaſions, and of late they treat each other 
politely enough. Undoubtedly they have concerted 

Ff | meaſures 


218 THE ADVENTURES 


meaſures together to ſhare between them the con- 
quered iſland of Carpathium. You know too that 
he cauſed this enterprize to be undertaken againſt 
all rules, and that he hazards the ruin of your flect 
to gratify his ambition. Do you imagine he would 
thus contribute to that of PH1LocLEs, were they ſti] 
at variance? No, no! it cannot be doubted that theſe 
two men are in league to raiſe themſelves to great 
power, and perhaps to overturn your throne. By 
ſpeaking thus to you, I know I expoſe myſelf to 
their reſentment, if, notwithſtanding this my faith- 
ful advice, you ſtill leave your authority in their hands. 
But what matters it, while I inform you of the truth?” 

„ 'Thele laſt words of TI xc RATES made a deep 
impreſſion on me: I no longer doubted the treachery 
of PHILOCLES; and I was jealous of PROTESILAUs, 
as of his friend. In the mean time, TimocRATEs 
was perpetually ſaying to me: If you wait till 
PHrLoCLEs has conquered the iſle of Carpathium, 
to prevent his deſigns will be too late: quickly ſecure 
him therefore, while you may.” Extremely ſhocked 
at the diſſimulation of mankind, I knew not whom to 
truſt. After having diſcovered the treachery of Pat- 
LOCLES, I ſaw not a man on earth whoſe virtue 
might reſtore my confidence. I determined to de- 
{troy that traitor forthwith ; but I was afraid of PRO. 


TESILAus, and knew not how to act reſpecting him. 


I was afraid of finding him guilty, and I was alto 
afraid to confide in him. 

* At laſt, in my perplexity, I could not help hirt- 
ing to him that I had ſuſpicions of PuiLocLes. At 
this he ſeemed ſurpriſed ; urged his moderate and 
upright conduct; exaggerated his ſervices ; in ſhort, 
he did all that was neceſſary to convince me they 
ur derſtood one another too well. Ou the other hand, 
TimocRaTEs loſt not a moment in perſuading me 
of this intelligence, and engaging me to take off PA- 
LOCLES while I was yet ſure of him. You ſee, my 


dear MENTOR, how unhappy kings are, and boy 
liable 
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liable to be the ſport of other men ; even while thoſe 
very men ſeem trembling at their footſtool. I thought 
to ſtrike a ſtroke of profound policy, and to diſcon- 
cert PROTESILAUS, by ſending TiMocraTEs ſe— 
cretly to the fleet to kill PIO LES. PROTES1LAus 
carried his diſſimulation to the utmoſt height, and 
deluded me the more ſucceſsfully, the more naturally 
he perſonated a man who was himſelf deceived. Ti- 
MOCRATES going to. the fleet, found PaHiLocLEs 
much embarraſſed in his deſcent ; he was deſtitute 
of every thing; for PRoTEs1LAvus, uncertain whether 
the forged letter would effectively deſtroy his enemy, 
reſolved to have another reſource ready, in the miſ- 
carriage of an enterprize, on which he had ſo greatly 
raiſed my hopes; and which would not fail to incenſe 
me againſt PHiLoCLEs, who yet carried on the war, 
difficult as it was, by his courage, his genius, and the 
affection of the troops for him. Though the whole 
army ſaw how raſh the attempt was, and how fatal 
it would probably be to the Cretans, yet each exerted 
himſelf to make it ſucceſsful, as if his life and hap- 
pineſs depended on the event, Each was willing to 
hazard his life at all times under a commander fo 

wiſe, and ſo attentive to conciliate their attachment. 
TIMO RATES had all to fear in attempting the 
life of a commander ſurrounded by an army which 
ſo ardently loved him. But wild ambition is blind. 
TimocraTtEs thought nothing difficult to gratity 
PROTESILAUS, with whom he fancied he ſhould 
govern abſolutely after the death of PHILOCLES ; 
and PRoTESILAUS could not bear a man of virtue 
whoſe very appearance ſecretly reproached his crimes, 
and who might ruin his projects by opening my eyes 
to his real character. TiMocrATEs gained over 
two officers, who were conſtantly with PHILOCLES, 
promiſing them great rewards from me; he then 
told Pui Loc LEs that he was come by my order to 
communicate certain ſecrets which he could not 
impart but in the preſence of theſe two officers. Pa ü- 
F f 2 LOCLES 
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LOCLES retired to a private apartment with them and 
T1mocRATEs: then TimockaTES with a poig- 
nard ſtabbed PrurLocLEs : the ſtroke was oblique, 
not deep. PailocLEs, not diſmayed, wreſted the 
poignard from him, and defended himſelf with it 
againſt the aſſaſſin and his two accomplices. At the 
ſame time calling for help, ſome perſons ran to the 
door, burſt it open, and reſcued him from the three 
aſſailants, who, being agitated, had attacked him 
feebly. They were ſeized, and would have been in- 
ſtantly torn to pieces, ſo greatly was the army enraged, 
had not Pa1LocLEs controuled the multitude. Tab 
ing T1MocRATES afide, he caimly aſked him, who 
had inſtigated him to commit ſo black a deed. I. 
MOCRATES, apprehenſive of approaching death, 1m- 
mediately produced the order I had given him in 
writing to deftroy PHILOCLES; and, as trattors are 
always bate, he endeavoured to ſave his lite, by dit- 
covering the whole treachery of PRoTESiLAUS. 

* PrHiLOCL. Es, ſhocked to find ſuch villainy 
mankind, acted with the utmoſt moderation: he 
declared to the whole army that 'TimocrATEs was 
innocent, provided for his ſafety, and ſent him 
back to Crete ; he reſigned the command of the 
army to PoLiMENES, whom I had nominated in 
my order, aſter Px1LOCLEs was killed: laſtly, he 
exhorted the troops to maintain their fidelity to me; 
and went in the night on board a ſmall bark, which 
carried him to the iſle of Samos, where he lives 
quietly in poverty and ſolitude, earning his liveli. 
hood by making itatues ; unwilling to hear more of 
wicked deceitful men, eſpecially of kings, whom he 


conſiders as the moſt unhappy, the moſt blind of 


all men.” Flere MEexToR interrupted IDOMENEUs, 
and ſaid, Well, was it long before you dilco- 
vered the cath * e Nog”? replied IdoMENEUS ; © | 
perceived gradually the artifices of PROTESILAUS5 
and TiMocRATEs : they quarrelled ; for bad men 
with great difficulty continue long united, Their 

quarre 
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: quarrel completely diſcovered to me the depth of that 
a byſs into which they had plunged me.” © Well,” 
1 laid MExnToR, * did not you determine to rid your- 


| ſelf of both?“ © Alas!” replied IpomeNtvus, © are 
you ignorant of the weakneſs and perplexity of 
. princes ? When once attached to men who have the 
art of rendering themlelves neceſſary, they can no 
2 longer hope for any liberty. Thoſe they deſpiſe 
1 moft, are thoſe they treat beſt, and overwhelm 


8 with favours. I greatly dreaded PRoTESILAUS, yet 
1 left him full authority. Strange infatuation ! ex- 
42 tremely glad 1 knew him, yet | had not reſolution 
3 to reſume the authority I had yielded to him. More- 
over I found, him eaſy, obliging, attentive to gratify 
5 my paſſions, and zealous for my intereſt, In fine, I 
bad another reaſon to excuſe my weakneſs to my- 
ſelf, which was my ignorance of genuine virtue, 
f through want of judgment to ſelect upright men 
d conduct my aftairs: I thought there were none 2 
1ſuch on earth, and that probity was but a beautiful 4 
Phantom. WV. eretore, {aid I, make a violent diſ- | 


* 


turbance to quit the graſp of one corrupt miniſter, ke 
only to fall into the hands of another, neither more | 
diſintereſted, nor more honeſt than he? In the mean 1 
5 ume the fleet returned under the command of Po- | 
> 2" LivExss, and I dropped all thoughts of conquer- 1 
ing the illand of Armen. PROCESILAUS, not- F 
| F_ withſtanding his protound diſſimulation, could nor | 
; | prevent my perceiving his extreme chagrin that PH 1 -- 1 
. 2" LocLits was fate in the iſle of Samos.” * 
f | Mkxrox again interrupted ne al E Us, to ax. |, 
bim whether, after {uch black treachery, he cont- i 
{ Bl aued to truſt PRoTESILAUS with 5 affairs 6 4 
„Vas,“ rephed Ipomenevs, * too averſe from but: 1 
Wo neſs, and too indolent, to be able to extricate n 151 eh 15 4 
| W& from his hands. I muſt have been obliged to reverſt: 1, 
; = the order I had eſtabliſhed for n iy calc and convenr- | 
1 ence, and to inſtruct another miniſter, which I never 
[ : lad refolution to undertake. 1 preferred ſhutting; 9 
| : 7 | m. 7 ; 
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my eyes, to avoid ſeeing the artifices of PRorEst- 
Laus; I comforted myſelf only by hinting to cer- 
rain perſons, | in my confidence, that I was not 1gno- 
rant of his perfidy. Thus I ſuppoſed myſelf but 
partly deceived, fince I knew that I was deceived. 
Now and then I even made. ProTESILAUs feel 
that I bore his yoke with impatience ; often J 
took pleaſure in contradicting him, in publicly con- 
demning ſomething he had done, and determining 
contrary to his opinion; but, as he knew my liſtlefl- 
neſs and ſloth, he was unconcerned at my peeviſh- 
neſs. He returned obſtinately to the charge; was 
ſometimes overbearing; at others, accommodating 

and inſinuating; eſpecially when he perceived me 
out of humour with him, he redoubled his efforts 
for procuring new pleaſures and amuſements to ſoften 
me; or by engaging me in ſome deſign, wherein 
he might render his aſſiſtance neceſſary, or diſplay 
his zeal for my honour. 

Although I was on my guard againſt him, this 
mode of flattering my paſſions over-ruled me : he 
knew my ſecrets ; he cheered me in my difficulties; 
he made every body ſtand in awe of my authority. 
In ſhort, I could not reſolve to ruin him; but, by con- 
tinuing him in his place, 1 precluded good men 
from venturing to repreſent to me my true intereſts. 
From that moment treedom of ſpeech was never heard 
in my council. Truth forſook me; error, torerun- 

ner of the fall of kings! puniſhed me for having 
i acrificed PHILOCLEs to the cruel ambition of PRo- 
"ESILAUS. Even thoſe moſt zealous for the ſtate, 

a ** moſt attached to my perſon, thought themſelves 
0 iſpenſed from attempting to undeceive me, after ſo 
te rrible an example. 1 myſelf, my dear MEN rox, 
w as afraid leſt truth ſhould penetrate the cloud, 75 
re ach me in ſpite of adulation; for, being void of 
re ſolution to follow it, its light was uneaſy to me. | 
jc und in my heart that | it might occaſion me cruc| 
re morſe, though unable to deliver me from my fatal 
thraldom. 
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thraldom. My indolence, and the aſcendance which 
ProTESILAUs had inſenſibly gained over me, pro- 
duced in me a kind of deſpair of recovering my 
liberty. A fituation ſo ſhameful I would have con- 
cealed from myſelf, and from others. You know, 
my dear MENTOR, the ridiculous haughtineſs and 
falſe glory in which kings are brought up: they will 
never be in the wrong; to cover one fault, a hundred 
1s requiſite. Rather than own their miſtake, and 
take the pains to correct the error, they muſt 
ſubmit to impoſition all their lives. Such is the 
condition of weak and indolent princes; ſuch ex- 
actly was mine, when I was obliged to embark for 
the ſiege of Troy. 

« At my departure, I left the government in the 
power of PROTESILAUS, who conducted it in a 
cruel imperious manner during my abſence. The 
whole kingdom of Crete groaned under his tyranny ; 
yet nobody dared acquaint me of my people's op- 
preſſion. They knew 1 feared to diſcover the truth, 
and that I abandoned to the cruelty of PROTESILAus 


all thoſe who ventured to ſpeak againſt him ; but the- 


leſs they dared to clamour, the more violent became 
the evil. At laſt he compelled me to diſmiſs the 
brave MERION, who had attended me with ſo much 
glory at the ſiege of Troy. He grew jealous of him, 
as of all thoſe whom I regarded, who exhibited any 
virtue. You muſt know, my dear Mx TOR, that 
this is the origin of all my misfortunes. Not ſo much 
the .death of my ſon occaſioned the revolt of the 
Cretans, as the vengeance of the gods, offended at 
my weakneſſes, and the hatred of the people which 
by PROTESILAUs was drawn on me. When I ſhed 
the blood of my ſon, the Cretans, wearied by rigor- 


ous government, loſt all patience ; and the horror ot 


this laſt action only diſplayed outwardly what had 
long brooded in their hearts. 


* TimocrATEs accompanied me to the ſiege of 


Troy, and recounted to ProTEsSILAvs ſecretly by 
letters 


r 
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letters all he could difcover. I knew well that J was 
a priſoner ; but J endeavoured not to think of it. 
deſpairing of deliverance, When the Cretans, after 
my arrival, revolted, PxoTEsILAavs and TIMOCRA“Uͤ 
TES were the firſt to fly . they would doubtleſs have 
forſaken me, had I not been obliged to fly almoſt 
as ſoon as they. Atture yourſelf, my dear Men- 
TOR, that men inſolent in proſperity are always pu- 
ſillanimous and trembling when abaſed. Reaſon 
forſakes them directly with their abſolute power. 
They appear then as cringing, as before they were 
haughty; paſting 1 in a moment from one extreme to 
another.“ 

MenToR ſaid to IDoMENEvs : © But how comes 
it that, knowing ſo well theſe two wicked men, you 
{till keep them about you? as I obſerve. That they 
thould have followed you, I am not furprifed ; they 
could do no better for their private intereſts. 1 even 
will allow that you acted generouſly, to give them 
refuge in your new ſettlement : but why give your 
felt up frill to their guidance, after ſuch fatal ex- 
perience?“ | 

« You know not,” replied IvomMeNtvs, “ how 
uſeleſs to indolent, effeminate, unthinking princes 
15 all their experience; diſſatisfied with all, yet void 
of courage to redreſs. one abuſe. So many years 
of cuſtom were chains of iron that faſtened me to 
theſe men; they befer me continually. Since J have 
been here, they have engaged me in all thoſe exceiſve 
expences vou know of ; they have drained this 1n- 
fant ſettlement; they provoked the war which, 
but for you, had overwhelmed” me. I ſhould ſoon 
have experienced in Salentum the ſame calamities a“ 
1 had fuffe ed: in Crete: but you have at engl 
opened my eyes, and inſpired me with the courag 
| wanted, to quit my flaverv. What vou have do: \C 
to me I cannot tell; but ſince you came hithe r ] find 
myſelf quite other man.“ 

Mr ron then aſked IpouENEUSs how PROT ST. 
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Aus had behaved fince this change of affairs.“ No- 
thing could be more artful,” replied IvoMENEvs, 
« than his behaviour fince your arrival. At firſt he 
omitted nothing indirectly to raiſe in my mind ſome 
jealouſy of you. He ſaid nothing himſelf againſt 
vou; but ſeveral perſons warned me that the two 
ſtrangers were much to be feared. © One,” ſaid they, 
« j5 {on of the deceitful ULyssts; the other a man 
of great depth and diſſimulation. They are continually 
wandering from kingdom to kingdom : who knows if 
they have not formed ſome deſign upon this? "Theſe 
adventurers relate of themſelves, that they have cauſed 
oreat diſturbances 1n every country where they have 
been. This ſettlement is in its infancy, weak, and by 
trifling motions may be eaſily overturned.” 

„ PROTESILAUS ſaid nothing, but he ſtrove to 
ſhew me the danger and abſurdity of the reformations 
you engaged me to undertake. He held me by my 
intereſt, ** If,” ſaid he, you place your people in 
plenty, they will labour no more ; they will become 
haughty, intractable, and be ever ready to revolt: 
only weakneſs and poverty make them ſubmiſſive, 
and prevent their reſiſting authority.” He often at- 
tempted to reſume his former power, to controul me; 
and this he covered by pretended zeal for my ſervice. 
„By ſtudying,” ſaid he, © to eaſe the people, you 
lower the royal authority, and thereby do even to the 
people an irreparable injury ; for they muſt be kept 
under for their own quiet.” 

To all this I rephed : * That I knew well how 
to keep them in their duty by conciliating their affec- 
tions, by maintaining my authority entire, notwith- 
ſtanding my eafing them; by puniſhing the guilty 
with firmneſs ; and, in ſhort, by giving che youth a 
good education, and. ſupporting, by ſtrict diſcipline, 
umplicity of life, ſobriety, and induſtry among the 
whole people. What!“ {aid I, © cannot a people be 
kept ſubmiſſive without dying by hunger ? What inhu- 
manity | what barbarous policy! how many nations 
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do we ſee treated with gentleneſs, yet very loyal to 
their princes | Rebellions are occaſioned by ambition, 
and reſtleſſneſs of the grandees of a ſtate, when in- 
dulged in licentiouſneſs, and their paſſions left to run 
wild without limitation; by the great numbers, both 
of high and low, who live in ſloth, luxury, and idle- 
neſs; by too great a ſwarm of military men, who, in 
time of peace, neglect every uſeful employment; laſt- 
ly, by the deſpair of an oppreſſed people, the pride 
and inſenſibility of kings, and their indolence, which 
renders them incapable of that vigilance in every 
department of the ſtate that is neceſſary to prevent 
commotions. Theſe cauſe revolts, not the allowing 
a peaſant to cat in peace that bread he hath earned 
with the ſweat of his brow.” 

« When ProTEsILAvus found that I was unal- 
tcrably fixed in theſe maxims, his conduct was quite 
oppoſite from what it formerly was ; he began to adopt 
the maxims which he could not deſtroy ; he pre— 
rended to reliſh them, to be convinced of their juſt- 
nels, to be obliged to me for having ſet him right in 
that reſpect. He outruns me in every thing I could 


wiſh to eaſe the poor ; 1s the firſt to urge their wants, 


and to exclaim againſt exorbitant expence. You know 
how he extols you, ſeems to confide in you, and 
omits nothing to pleaſe you. As for TiMocRATESs. 
he begins to be on ill terms with PROTESILAus, in- 
tent on being independent. PRoTESILAUS is jealous 
of him; and partly from their miſunderſtanding | 
have diſcovered their perfidy.” | 

MzenTor ſmiling replied : What! you have 
been ſo weak as to ſuffer during ſo many years thc 
tyranny of two traitors, whoſe treachery you knew!“ 
Ah,“ rephed IpouxkNEUSs, “ you know not the 
power of artful men over a weak and indolent prince, 
who has entirely given up to them all his concerns: 
But PRoTESILAUS, as I have told you, now enters 
into all your views for the public good.” MENTOR 
replied with an air of gravity : I ſee too clearly hoy 
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much wicked men prevail over the virtuous in the 
courts of kings: you yourſelf furniſh a terrible ex- 
ample. But you tell me that I have opened your 
eyes in regard to PROTESILAUS, while they are ſtill fo 
far ſhut that you leave the management of your affairs 
to this man unworthy of life. Know that bad men 
are not incapable of doing good : they can do good 
or ill indifferently, as it promotes their ambition. To 
do ill gives them no uncaſineſs, becauſe not with— 
held by any ſentiment of goodneſs, or principle of 
virtue ; equally they do good without difficulty, in- 
clined to it by their corruption, that, appearing vir 

tuous, they may deceive the reſt of mankind. Pro- 
perly ſpeaking, indeed, they are incapable of virtue, 
though they ſeem to practile it; but they are capable 
of adding to their other vices, the baſeſt of all, name- 
ly, hypocriſy. While you abſolutely will do good, 
PROTESILAUS will readily do good with you, to pre- 
ſerve his authority. But ſhould he obſerve you to 
ſlacken ever ſo little, he will omit nothing to re- involve 
you in your former errors, that he may at liberty re- 
aſſume his natural ferocity and deceit. Can you live 
in honour or repoſe, while ſuch a man perpetually be- 
ſets you, and while you know the wile and faithful 
PHILOCLES lives in poverty and diſgrace in the iſle 
of Samos ? You are now very ſenſible, OI DouEN EUS, 
that bold and perfidious men, while preſent with weak 
princes, will miſlead them. But you muſt add ano- 
ther misfortune of thoſe princes, not leſs than the 
former, that is, of eaſily forgetting the virtue and 
the ſervices of one who 1s .abſent. The multitudes 
which ſurround princes, are the cauſe that none ſingly 
makes a deep impreſſion on them: they are affected 
only by what is preſent and agreeable ; every thing 
elle is ſoon forgotten. Virtue eſpecially affects them 
little ; becauſe virtue, far from flattering them, con- 
tradicts and condemns their weakneſs. Is it then won- 
derful that they are not loved, when they themſelves 
love nothing but their pomp and their pleaſures ?” 


END OF THE THIRTEENTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT OF THE FOURTEENTH 
BOOK. 


MENTOR prevails upon Ipouxx REUS fo ſend Pro- 
TESILAUS and LT IMOCRATES 70 the iſle of Samos, 
and to recal PHILOCLES, and advance him again to 
favour and honour, HEGESIP PVS, who 7s charged 
with the commiſſion, executes it with joy. He arrives 
with theſe two men at the iſle of Samos, where he finds 
his friend, leading in contentment a life of poverty 
and ſolitude. He could hardly be prevailed upon to 
conſent to return to his countrymen : however, when be 
found that it was the will of the gods that be ſhould, 
he embarks with HEGESIP PVS, and arrives af Fa- 
lentum, where IDoMENEuUs, who was quite changed 
from what be had been before, receives him kindly. 
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FT E R having ſpoke to this effect, MENTOR 
convinced IpouEN EUS that he ought immedi— 
ately to diſmiſs PRoTESILAUS and T1MOCRATES, 
and to recal PHILO LES. The only difficulty that 
reſtrained the king, was his apprehenſion of the ſeve- 
rity of PHILoCLEs. I own,” ſaid he, “I cannot 
help dreading a little his return, though I love and 
eſteem him. From my earlieſt infancy J have been 
accuſtomed to adulation, officious zeal and com- 
pliances, ſuch as 1 cannot expect from that man. 
Whenever I did any thing he diſapproved, his me- 
lancholy air ſufficiently indicated his difhke : when 
alone with me, his deportment was modeſt and re- 
ſpectful, but reſerved. “ Do not you perceive,” 
rephed MtnTor, „ that princes {polled by flattery 
regard ingenucus freedom witere and churliſh? 
Nay, they even imagine that a perſon has no zeal 
for their ſervice, or diflikes. their authority, if his 
mind be not ſervile, and he do not readily flatter them 
in the moſt unjuſt exerciſe of their power. Every 
free, ingenuous expreſſion appears to them inſolent, 
captious, and ſeditious; ſo delicate do they become, 
that whatever 1s not flatiery diſguſts and offends them. 
But let us proceed: I ſuppoſe at PaiLoci is is, in 
fact, ſtiff and auſtere; is not ſuch auſterity preferable 
to the pernicious flattery of your preſent counſellors? 
Where can you find a man without faults? And is 
not the fault of telling you the truth, perhaps too 
boldly, what you ovght leaſt to fear ? What do I 
lay ? Is it not a defect neceflary to correct yours, and 
to vanquiſh that diflike of truth, into which flattery 
has thrown you ? You need a man who loves truth 
only, and who loves you better than you yer know 
ow to love yourſelf; who may tell you the truth, 
notwithſtanding yourſelf, and overcome all your reſiſt- 


ances: 
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ances : the man you need is PHIiLocLEs. Remember, 
that a prince is extremely happy, if, in his reign, is 
born one man of ſuch frankneſs, being the greateſt 
treaſure of a ſtate; and that the greateſt vengeance 
to be apprehended from the gods, is the loſing ſuch 
a man, if he become unworthy of him, through ig- 
norance how to uſe his ſervice. Defects of good 
men a prince ſhould well know, but not decline to 
employ ſuch perſons ; correct them; never blindly 
truſt: to their indiſcreet zeal ; but hear them favour- 
ably ; honour their virtue ; ſhew the public that you 
know how to diſtinguiſh them ; and above all be- 
ware of being any longer as you have hitherto been. 
Princes, abuſed as you have been, ſatisfied with deſ- 
piſing corrupt men, continue ſtill to employ them 
confidentially, and to heap favours on them. On the 
other hand, they pique themſelves on knowing alto 
the virtuous ; but beſtow on them empty praiſes, not 
venturing to entruſt them with employments, nor 
admitting them into familiarity, nor beſtowing favours 
on them.” 

IpouzN EUS owned it was ſhameful to have ſo 
long procraſtinated the deliverance of oppreſſed in- 
nocence, and to puniſh thoſe who had deceived him. 
MENTOR found no difficulty in determining him 
to diſgrace his favourite; for directly as favourites are 
rendered ſuſpected, and burthenſome to their maſters, 
princes, wearied and enthralled, ſeek only to get rid 
of them; their partiality vaniſhes; their ſervices are 


forgotten; their fall affects them not, provided they 


ſee them no more. 

Accordingly the king gave ſecret orders to HE6r- 
SIPPUS, one of the chief officers of his houſehold, 
to ſeize PRoTESIL AUS and TIMOCRATES, to convey 
them {ately to the iſle of Samos, there to leave them; 
and to bring PHILOcLES from that place of exile. 
Heces1Pevs, ſurpriſed at this order, could not for- 
bear ſhedding tears of joy. © Now,” ſaid he, wil 
you delight your ſubjects ; theſe two men os oore 
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Goned all your misfortunes, and all thoſe of your 
people. Theſe twenty years have they made all good 
men groan, and hardly durſt they even groan, ſo 
cruel was their tyranny. They cruſhed all that ven- 
tured to approach you through any other means 
than themſelves.” Then did HEOGESIPPVUsS diſcover 
to the king a great many perfidious and cruel deeds 
perpetrated by theſe two men, of which the king 
had never heard, becauſe nobody dared accuſe 
them. He alſo informed him what he had diſcovered 
of a ſecret conſpiracy to deſtroy MENTOR: the 
king was greatly ſhocked at all he heard. 
HeGxtsIPPUs directly went to ſeize PROTESILAUS 
at his houſe : it was not ſo large, but more commo- 
dious and gay than the king's palace; and the archi- 
tecture in the beſt taſte. PrRoTEsIL Aus had adorned it 
with great riches, extorted from the very vitals of 1n- 
digence. He was then in a ſaloon of marble near his 
baths, lolling careleſsly on a bed of purple embro1- 
dered with gold: he ſeemed weary and exhauſted 
with application ; in his eyes and brows appeared a 
certain fierceneſs, gloomineſs, and agitation. The 
grandees of the ſtate were placed on carpets around 
him, watching the leaſt rwinkle of his eye, and adapt- 
ing their looks to his. Scarce did he ſpeak ere all 
in raptures applauded what he was going to ſay. A 
principal among the aſſembly recounted, with moſt 
ridiculous exaggerations, what PRoTESILAUS had 
done for the king. Another affirmed, that JUPITER, 
having beguiled his mother, had begot him, and that 


he was ſon to the father of the gods. Then came a 


poet, who ſang verſes, importing that PRoTESILAUs, 
inſtructed by the Muſes, had equalled Apollo in 
every mental talent. Another poet, {till more abject 
and impudent, ſtyled him in his verles the inventor 
of the fine arts, and the father of the people, whom 
he rendered happy ; deſcribing him as holding 1n his 
hand a cornucopia. PRoTESILAUS heard all theſe 


praiſes with a cold, abſent, or contemptuous air, 
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like a man certain he deſerves far greater, and Who 
wonderfully condeſcends in permitting himſelf to be 
praiſed, There was a ſycophant who aſſumed the 
freedom to whiſper in his ear ſome jeſt againſt the 
regulations that ME xToR introduced. Por ESILAus 
ſmiled; the whole company burſt into laughter, 
though few of them could yet know what had been 
ſaid ; but PrRotTEsILAUs ſoon reſuming his ſtern 
and haughty air, each relapſed into fear and filence, 
Several nobles watched the moment when PRrorTEx- 
SILAUS ſhould turn toward them, and give them 
audience. They appeared in great emotion-and per- 
plexity ; becauſe they were about to aſk favours : their 
fupphant poſtures interceded for them; they were 
ſubmiſſive as a mother at the foot of the altar, when 
ſhe begs the gods to reſtore her only ſon to health. 
All ſeemed content, affected, full of admiration for 
PROTESsILAus, though all bore implacable hatred to 
him in the heart. At that inſtant HectesiePvs en- 
ters, {eizes the {word of PRoTESILAUS, and informs 
him from the king that he was to carry him to the 
iſle of Samos. At theſe words, all the arrogance of 
this favourite fell, like a rock broken from the top of a 
craggy mountain. Now he throws himſelf at the fect 
of HEecesIPPUs, trembling, faultering, weeping ; 
embraces the knees of him, whom an hour before 
he would hardly have deigned to honour with notice. 
All thoſe who offered him incenſe, ſeeing him irreco- 
verably undone, changed their flatteries into pitilels 
inſults. HEGESIT PVS would neither give him time 
to bid adicu to his family, nor to fetch certain ſe- 
cret papers: all were ſeized and carried to the king; 
TI uocRATEsS was arreſted at the ſame time, to his 
great ſurprize; for he imagined that, having quar- 
relled with PRoTESILAus, he ſhould not be involved 
in his ruin. They were ſent off in a ſhip provid- 
ed for that purpoſe, and ſoon carried to Samos. 
There Hecxsieevs left theſe two wretches ; and, 


to complete their wretchedneſs, left them together: 
there 
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there they furiouſly upbraided each other with the 
crimes they had committed, and which had occaſioned 
their fall ; finding themſelves hopeleſs of ſeeing Sa- 
lentum again, condemned to hve far from their wives 
and children ; I do not fay far from their friends, for 
they had none. They were carried to an unknown 
country, never to have other way of maintenance 
but labour; they who had paſſed ſo many years in 
pomp and luxury, Like two wild beaſts, they were 
continually ready to tear one another to pieces. 
In the mean time HeGrsryeus enquiring in what 
art of the iſland PfILOCLES lived, was informed 
that he dwelt on a mountain, far from the city, 
where a cave ſerved him for a houſe. Every bod 
ſpoke of him with admiration. © He has never,” 
ſaid they, © offended any one ſince he has been in the 
iſland. All are affected with his patience, his induſtry, 
and his tranquillity : having nothing, he appears al- 
ways content; though here he be far from buſineſs, 
without eſtate, without authority, he omits not to 
oblige thoſe who deferve it, and a thouſand endea- 
vours he has to do pleaſure to all his neighbours.” 
HECESsIP s proceeds to this cave: he finds it open 
and unfurniſhed; for, from poverty and ſimplicity 
of manners, PfILO LES had no occaſion, when he 
went abroad, to faſten his door. His bed was a coarſe 
mat of ruſhes ; he ſeldom lighted a fire, becauſe he ate 
nothing dreſſed. In ſummer he lived on fruits freſh 
gathered from the trees, in winter on dried figs and 
dates. A clear fountain, which, falling from a rock, 
tormed a little caſcade, quenched his thirſt. In his 
grotto was nothing but the tools uſed in ſculpture, 
and a few books, which he read at certain hours, 
not to adorn his mind, or to gratify his curioſity, but 
tor inſtruction, that, while relaxing from labour, he 
might learn to be good. As for ſculpture, he applied 
himſelf to it, for bodily exerciſe, to avoid idleneſs, 
and to gain a livelihood, without being dependant 
H h on 
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on any body. HEcts1yPvs entering the grotto, ad. 
mired the works in progreſs. He noticed a Jupiter, 
whoſe ſerene countenance was ſo majeſtic, that he 
was eaſily known as the father of gods and men, 
On another fide appeared Mars, with fierce menacing 
haughtineſs : but that which touched him moſt, was 
a Minerva animating the arts. Her countenance was 
noble and ſweet ; ſhe was tall, graceful, and eaſy; 
her attitude was ſo lively, one would have thought 
ſhe was about to walk. HEecxsIePvs having amuſed 
himſelf in viewing the ſtatues, quitted the grotto, and 
obſerved PriLocLEs at a diſtance under a great 
tree, laid on the graſs, reading. He advances toward 
him. PaiLocLts perceiving him, knows not what 
to think. Is not that,” ſaid he to himſelf, « He- 
GESIPPUS, with whom I was fo long intimate in 
Crete? But how unlikely that he ſhould viſit fo re- 
mote an iſland ! Is it not his ſhade, after his death 
come hither from the banks of Styx ?” While he 
thus remained in ſuſpenſe, HEOESIPPus e PER 
ſo near, that he could not help recognizing and em 

bracing him. Is it then you, my dear and ancient 
friend ? What accident, what ſtorm hath caſt you 
on this coaſt? Why have you abandoned the iſle of 
Crete? Does ſome diſgrace like mine rend you from 
your native land?“ HecxsIPpus anſwered : © Not 
a diſgrace ; on the contrary, the favour of the gods 
has brought me hither.” He then informed him 
of the long tyranny of ProTEsILAUS ; his intrigues 
with TimocRATEs; the misfortunes they had 
brought on IvoMeENEus; the fall of that prince; 
his flight to the coaſt of Heſperia ; ; his founding Sa- 
lentum ; the arrival of MENTOR and TELEMACHUS; 
the wiſe tains MENTOR had inſtilled into the king, 
and the diſgrace of the two traitors: he added, 
that he had brought them to Samos to ſuffer ba- 
miſhment, as they had made him ſuffer ; and con- 


cluded by ſaying, he had orders to conduct him 
t0 
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to Salentum, where the king, now appriſed of his 
innocence, wiſhed to commit his affairs to him, and 
to load him with benefits.” 

« You ſee,” ſaid PryrLocLEs, that grotto, fitter 
to conceal wild beaſts than to be the habitation of 
men. There have I enjoyed more peace and happi- 
neſs during ſo many years, than in the gilded palaces 
of the iſle of Crete. Men deceive me no more; 
for I ſee them not, I hear not their flattering, delud- 
ing ſpeeches. I now need them not; my hands, in- 
ured to labour, eafily procure the ſimple nouriſh- 
ment that I want. I require, as you ſee, only a flight 
ſtuff for a covering: having no other wants, I enjoy a 
profound tranquillity and delightful liberty, of which 
my inſtructive books teach me to make good ule : 
what then ſhould I ſeek among jealous, fickle, de- 
ceitful men? No, no; my dear HEcrs1PPUs, envy 
me not my happineſs. PROTEsILAus betrayed him- 
ſelf, willing to betray the king, and to ruin me; 
but he did me no harm. On the contrary, he did 
me the greateſt kindneſs ; he delivered me from the 
tumult and drudgery of bufineſs ; to him I owe my 
dear ſolitude, and all the innocent pleaſures I enjoy 
in it. Return, O Heczs1ePvus, return to the king; 
aſſiſt him in ſupporting the miſeries of grandeur, 
and behave toward him as you would have me 
behave. Since his eyes, ſo long ſhut to truth, have 
at laſt been opened by that wiſe man you call MEN- 
TOR, let him keep him with him. As for me, after 
my ſhipwreck it becomes me not to quit the port 
whither the tempeſt has fortunately driven me, to 
expoſe myſelf again to the mercy of the winds. O 
how much are kings to be pitied! What objects of 
compaſſion are thoſe that ſerve them ! It they are 
bad men, what calamities do they not occation | 
what torments await them in gloomy Tartarus ! If 
they are good, what difficulties have they to fſur- 
mount ! what ſnares to avoid ! what evils to un- 
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dergo! Once more, HeGzsIPeus, leave me in my 
happy poverty.“ 

While Pr1rLocrts ſpoke thus with great eager- 
neſs, HEGESTPPUS beheld him with aſtomiſhment, 
He knew him formerly in Crete, where he directed 
the moſt important affairs, meagre, ſickly, infirm, 
The natural warmth and ſeverity of his temper ex- 
hauſted him in exertion : he could not ſee without 
indignation vice vapuniſhed; he inſiſted on tranſact- 
ing buſineſs with a certain preciſion which is never 
attained : thus was his health, naturally delicate, im- 
paired by buſineſs. But at Samos, HEGESTp Us 
found him jolly and vigorous ; notwithſtanding his 
years, the florid complexion of youth was renewed on 
his countenance. A quiet, active, ſober life had 
given him, as it were, a freſh conſtitution. “ You 
are ſurpriſed,” ſaid PHILOCLES, ſmiling, © to tee 
me ſo much altered. It is my ſolitude that has 
beſtowed this ireſh colour and good health: my ene- 
mies have furniſhed me what I never ſhould have 
found in the moſt elevated ſtation. Would you 
have me relinquith theſe ſubſtantial bleſſings, to pur- 
ſue others deluſive; to replunge me in my old miſe— 
ries? Be not more cruel than PRO TESILAUS ; at 
leaſt envy me not the happinels I derive from 
him.” Then Hrcesieevs offered him every argu- 
ment he thought might move him, but in vain. 
„Are you then,” ſaid he to him, inſenſible to the 
pleaſure of ſceing your kinsfolk and friends, who 
ſigh for your return, and whom the very hope of 
embracing you fills with joy ? You, who fear the 
gods, and love your duty, do you regard as nothing 
to ſerve your king, to aſſiſt him in all his endeavours 
to do good, and to render ſuch numbers 8 
Is it juſtifiable to give up one's ſelf to wild philo- 
ſophy, to value one's ſelf above all mankind, and to 
prefer private eaſe before the happineſs of our fellow- 
citizens? Beſides, if you refuſe to ſee the king, you! 
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refuſal will be imputed to reſentment; if he formerly 
intended youeharm, it was becauſe he knew you not. 
It was not the upright, the good, the juſt Pur- 
LOCLES, whom he ſought to er it was a very 
different perſon he meant to puniſh. But now he 
knows you, and no longer miſtakes you for another, 
he feels all his ancient friendſhip revive in his heart. 
He expects you. Already are his arms ſtretched out 
to embrace you: impatient to ſee you, he counts 
the tedious hours. Are you ſo hard-hearted as to 
he inexorable to your king and to all your deareſt 
friends?“ 

PHILOCLES, who at firſt ſeeing HEGESI PVS had 
felt great tenderneſs, at hearing this, reſumed his 
auſtere air. Like a rock, which furious winds aflail 
in vain, and againſt which the roaring waves break, he 
remained inflexible; neither arguments nor entreaties 
could winde their way into his heart. But at the 
moment when HE ESsLIPPUS began to deſpair of 
overcoming him, PHilLocLEs, having conſulted the 
gods, diſcovered by the flight of birds, and the entrails 
of victims, and by divers other preſages, that his 
duty was to accompany his friend. te then no 
longer helitated, but prepared for departure; not 
without regretting the deſert where he had paſſed fo 
many years. Alas!” ſaid he, © muſt 1 leave thee, 
dear grotto, where balmy ſleep came every night, 
refreſhing me after the labours of the day | Here did 
the fates, amid my poverty, ſpin my golden days.” 
Then weeping, he proſtrated himſelf to adore the 
Naiad, whoſe limpid ſtream had fo long allayed his 
chirſt; and the Nymphs who inhabited the neigh- 
bouring mountains. Echo heard his lamentations, 
and with a plaintive voice repeated them to all the 
rural divinities. 

PHILOCLES accompanied HzcxsIPPus to the city, 
to embark. He imagined the unhappy ProTESILAUS, 
tull of ſhame and reſentment, wouid avoid ſeeing 
him; but he was miſtaken : for corrupt men are 
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ſhameleſs, and readily ſtoop to every meanneſs. Par. 
LoCLES modeſtly took care not to be ſeen by that 
wretch; afraid of increaſing his miſery by bling A 
happy enemy going to be raiſed on his ruin. But 
ProTtESIL AUS unremittedly ſought out PHiLocL ps; 
endeavoured to excite his pity, and to engage him to 
requeſt the king that he might return to Salentum. 
Pr1L.ocLEs was too fincere to promiſe his e 
vours to get him recalled ; for no one knew ſo well 
as he how extremely pernicious his return might 
have been. But he ſpoke very kindly to him, ſyr m- 
pathized with him, endeavoured to comfort him, 
exhorted him to appeaſe the gols by purity of man. 
ners, and by unwearied patience in his ſufferings. 
As he underſtood that the king had ſeized all his fl. 
gotten wealth, he promiſed him two things, which 
he afterwards faithfully performed. One was to take 
care of his wife and children, who remained at Sa- 
lentum in extreme poverty, expoſed to public odium : 
the other, to ſend him ſome pecuniary aſſiſtance, to 
moderate his diſtreſs in that remote iſle. Meantime 
a favourable wind began to ſwell their fails. Hzcs- - 
STPPUS, impatient, ſuddenly called away PHILOCELISõ. 
ProTESILAUS ſaw them embark : his eyes, continu— 
ally fixed motionleſs on the ſhore, purſued the veſſe 
ploughing the waves, and wafted away by the wind. 
When he could no longer diſcern her, her image ſtill 
was delineated on his imagination. At laſt, agitated, 
enraged, abandoned to deſpair, he tore his hair, 
rolled on the ſand, reproached the gods with cruelty, 
called remorſeleſs death to his rel lief, but in vain; 
death, deaf to his prayers, heeded not his deliver— 
ance from fo much miſery; and he had not reſolution 
enough to end his woes by his own hand. 

In the mean time, the veſſel, favoured by Neptune 
and the winds, ſoon arrives at Salentum. The king, 
apprized that ſhe had already entered the port, runs 
with Mgexror to meet PHILoOCLEs; embraces him 
tenderly, and expreſſes his ſorrow for having perſecuted 
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him with ſo much injuſtice. This acknowledgment, 
far from being thought a weakneſs in the king, was 
regarded by all the Salentines as the effort of a great 
mind riſing ſuperior to its faults, frankly owning 
them, with a reſolution to repair them. Every body 
ſhed tears of joy at ſeeing again the worthy man who 
had loved the people, and at hearing the king expreſs 
himſelf ſo wiſely and graciouſly. PHILOCLESs received 
the careſſes of his ſovereign with a modeſt and reſpect- 
ful air ; and, impatient to avoid the acclamations of the 
eople, followed him to the palace. MENTOR and 
a were ſoon in mutual confidence, as if they had 
paſſed their lives together, though they had never 
before ſeen one another; becauſe the gods, who 
have denied to the wicked eyes to diſtinguiſh the 
good, have taught the good to diſtinguiſh one ano- 
ther. Thoſe virtuouſly diſpoſed, cannot be together 
without being united by the virtue they love. 
Pa1LOCLES ſoon requeſted of the king permiſſion 
to retire to a ſolitude near Salentum, where he con- 
tinued to live in poverty as at Samos. Thither the 
king and MEN rok went almoſt daily to ſee him; 
there they diſcuſſed the means of ſupporting the 
laws, and fixing the government on a ſolid baſis for 
the public good. The two principal things they 
diſcuſſed, were the education of children, and the 
manner of living during peace. With reſpect to 


children, MENTOR ſaid, they belonged leſs to their 


parents than to the ſtate; that they were the children 
of the nation, its hope and ſtrength; that it was too 
late to reform them after they were corrupted; that 
to exclude them after they had been found unworthy 


of employments, ſignified little; that it was much 
better to prevent the evil, than to be obliged to pu- 


niſh it. The king,“ continued he, is the father 
of all his people, more particularly the father of the 
youth, the flower of the nation; and care mult be 
taken of theſe flowers, to improve the fruit. Let 
not the king then diſdain to watch, and to make 

others 
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others watch the education beſtowed on youth. Let 
him ſteadily maintain ſtrict obſervation of the laws 
of Minos, which ordain, that youth be taught con- 
tempt of hardſhip and death; to place honour in re- 
jecting riches and pleaſure; to account lying, ingra- 
titude, injuſtice, and effeminacy, as infamous vices; 
to ſing betimes the praiſes of heroes who have been 
loved by the gods, who have performed generous 
actions for their country, and have ſignalized their va- 
lour in battle; let the charms of muſic captivate their 
hearts, to civilize and ameliorate their manners; let 
them learn kindneſs to their friends, fidelity to their 
allies, equity to all men, even their moſt inveterate 


enemies; and to dread death and torture leſs than 


the reproaches of conſcience. If theſe noble maxims 
are early inſtilled into the minds of youth, and di- 
rected to the heart by graceful poetry, very few will 
remain uninflamed with the love of glory and vir- 
rue.” 

MrxTor added, it was of high importance to 
eſtabliſh public ſchools, to accuſtom youth to moſt 
vigorous bodily exerciſes, and to prevent 1dlenet; 
and effeminacy, which moulder the moſt promiſing 
talents. He propoſed, therefore, a great variety of 
games and ſhows, to inſpirit the whole people; but 
eſpecially to render their bodies ſupple, ſtrong, and 
active by exerciſe : he added prizes to excite a noble 
emulation. But what he eſpecially wiſhed on behalt 
of good manners, was, that the youth might marry 
betimes, and that their parents might diſintereſtedl) 
leave them to chooſe conforts agreeable both in body 
and mind, to which they might be conſtant. But while 
they thus provided means to preſerve the youth un- 
tainted, regular, induſtrious, tractable, and fond of 
glory, PHiLocLEs, who loved war, obſerved to MEY- 
TOR : © In vain will you inure the youth to theſe ex- 
erciſes, if you let them languiſh in perpetual peace, 
wherein they will have no opportunity of ſeeing any 


ſervice, nor occaſion to demonſtrate their valour. I 47 
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will you inſenſibly weaken the ſtate ; courage will de- 
cline ; luxury will corrupt the manners. Other more 
warlike nations will find no difficulty in conquering 
them; and, by anxiouſly ſceking to avoid the cala- 
mities attendant on war, they will fall into moſt de- 
plorable ſervitude.” 

Mx ron replied : “ The woes of war are more 
dreadful than you imagine. War exhauſts a ſtate, 
and ever expoſes it to ruin, even amid the moſt glo- 
rious victories. With whatever advantages it may 
commence, no one is ſure to conclude it without 
expoſure to the moſt fatal reverſes of fortune. How 
great ſoever be the ſuperiority of your forces when 
you engage in battle, the ſmalleſt miſtake, a panic 
terror, a trifle, may ſnatch from you the victory al- 
ready 1n your hands, and transfer 1t to your enemies. 
But ſuppoſing your camp were ever the ſtation of vic- 
tory, you deſtroy yourſelf while you deſtroy your 
enenues. The country becomes depopulated ; the 
lands he uncultivated ; commerce is interrupted : but, 
worſt of all! the beſt laws are weakened, and the 
manners corrupted. Youth decline the purſuit of 
learning; preſſing neceſſity obliges you to connive at 
a pernicious licentiouſneſs in the army. Juſtice, the 
police, all ſuffer by this diſorder. A king who, to 
acquire a little glory, or extend the limits of his do- 
minions, ſheds ſo much human blood, and cauſes 
ſuch evils, is unworthy of the glory he ſeeks; and de- 
ſerves to loſe his poſſeſſions, for wiſhing to uſurp 
thoſe that did not belong to him. 

ITheſe are the means to maintain the martial ſpirit 
of a nation in time of peace. Vou have already ſeen 
what bodily exerciſes are ordained by us; the prizes 
that excite emulation; the maxims of glory and vir- 
tue that will fill the minds of youth, by ſinging almoſt 
from their cradle the great actions of heroes: add 
to theſe advantages, that of a ſober laborious life. 
But chis is not all: directly as any ſtate in alliance with 
your nation is engaged in war, the flower of your 
I 1 youth 
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youth muſt he ſent to it; thoſe eſpecially who diſco- 
ver a military genius, and are moſt likely to profit by 
the ſervice. Thus will you maintain a high reputa- 
tion among your allies. Your alliance will be oli. 
cited ; or 1ts loſs will be feared : without having war 
at home, and at your expence, you will have gallant 
and intrepid youth. Even amid profound peace, you: 
muſt not omit to treat with great diſtinction thoſe 
poſſeſſed of military talents ; for the true way to pre- 
vent war, and to ſecure a long peace, is to cultivate 
the profeſſion of arms; to honour thoſe who exce| 
in this profeſſion ; to have always officers who have 
ſerved abroad; informed of the forces, the diſci— 
pline, and modes of conducting war, among the 
neighbouring nations : to be alike incapable of mak- 
ing war from ambition, as of dreading it from ina&i- 
vity. Thus, by being always prepared for a neceſlary 
war, we render 1t almoſt always unneceflary. 

As for your allies, you ought to become me- 
diator between them, when they are ready to wage wat 
againſt one another. Thereby you acquire a more {ure 
and ſolid glory than that of conquerors; you gain 
the love and eſteem of foreigners ; they all court you, 
and you reign over them by their confidence in you, 
as over your ſubjects by lawful authority. You will 
be the depoſitary of their ſecrets ; the arbiter of their 
treaties ; the maſter of their hearts. Your reputation 
will extend to diſtant nations ; your name, like a pre- 
cious perfume, diffuſing itſelf from country to coun- 
try, till it reach the moſt remote people. In this 
fituation, ſhould a neighbouring ſtate attack you un- 
juſtly, it will find you trained to arms, and prepared; 
what is very much ſuperior, it will find you beloved, 
and ſupported; all your neighbours will take the 
alarm, fully perſuaded that their common ſafety de- 
pends on your conſervation. This rampart is better 
ſecurity than all the walls of cities, or citadels of the 
ſtrongeſt fortifications. This is true glory. But how 
few kings know how to ſeek it, inſtead of leaving 
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it at great diſtance ! They purſue a deluſive phan- 
tom, and leave true honour behind for want of 
knowing her.” 

When MENTOR had made theſe remarks, PHI“ 
LOCLES gazed at him with ſurpriſe; then, turning 
to the king, he was charmed to obſerve with what 
avidity IDoMENEvs treaſured up deep in his heart all 
the ſentiments that flowed like a river of wiſdom from 
the mouth of this ſtranger. Thus did MIN ERA, 
under the figure of MENToR, eſtabliſh in the go- 
vernment of Salentum the beſt laws, and the moſt 
uſeful maxims of policy ; not ſo much to make the do- 
minions of IvoMENEvLs flouriſh, as to ſhew TELEMA- 
cHUs, when he returned, by a viſible example, how 
much a wiſe adminiſtration contributes to render a 
nation happy, and to procure a good king a laſting 
reputation. 


THE END OF THE FOURTEENTH BOOK, 


112 


THE ARGUMENT OF THE FIFTEENTH 
BOOK. 


TELEMACHUS, in the camp of the allies, gains the 
good will of PRILOCTETES, who at firſt was preju- 
diced og 1inft him on account of bis father ULYssEs, 
PrILOCTETES, upon this, relates his adventures to 
him, in which he introduces a particular account of 
the deaih of HERCULES, occaſioned by the poiſoned vel 
which the centaur NEssus gave o DEIANIRA. I. 
acquaints him how he got from that hero his fatal ar- 
rows, without which the city of Troy could not have 
been taken ; how he was puniſhed for having betrayed 
his ſecrets, by all that he ſuffered in the iſie of Lemos ; 
and how \JLYsS$SES employed NEOPTOLEMUS 70 pre. 
vail upon him to go to the ſiege of Troy, where he was 
cured of his wound by the ſon of ESCULAPIUS, 
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N the mean time TELEMAcnvs fignalized his 
I courage amid the perils of war. When he left 
Salentum, he ſtudied to gain the affection of the old 
commanders, who had acquired the higheſt reputa- 
tion and experience. NESTOR, Whe had ſeen him 
before at Pylos, and who had always eftcemed Us, v s- 
SES, treated him as if he had been his own fon; 
giving him inſtructions, and enforcing them by di- 
vers examples ; recounting to him the adventures of 
his youth, and the moſt remarkable expions he had 
ſeen performed by the heroes of the preceding age. 
The memory of this old man, who had lived three 
generations, was like a hiſtory of paſt times engraven 
on marble and braſs. PHiLocTETES at firſt was not 
ſo favourably diſpoſed toward TELEMACHnvus as NEs- 
TOR : the hatred he had fo long cheriſhed in his heart 
againſt ULYSSES prejudiced him againſt his fon; nor 
could he, without uneaſineſs, obſerve the apparently 
favourable deſigns of the gods to render this young 
man equal to the heroes that overthrew Troy. But 
the moderation of TELEMACHUs at laſt overcame 
the reſentment of PHIlLoCTETESs ; nor could he re- 
fiſt loving his mild and modeſt virtue. He often 
accoſted TELEMACHUs, and faid, © My fon (for 
I no longer ſcruple to call you ſo), your father and 
| have long been, I own, mutual enemies: nay, I 
mult confeſs, that after we had demoliſhed the ſuperb 
city of Troy, my heart was not then pacified; and 
when I faw you, I felt a difficulty to love virtue in 
the ſon of ULyss+ts; often have I reproached myſelf 
with this. But virtue, when mild, ſimple, ingenuous, 
and modeſt, at laſt ſurmounts all prejudice.” At 
length PaLoctETEs inſenſibly engaged himſelf to 
relate the cauſe of his ſo ardent and hearty hatred 
againſt ULYSSES, 
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„I muſt,” faid he, begin my ſtory a little back, 
] accompanied every where the mighty Hercules, 
who delivered the earth from ſo many monſters ; 
compared to whom, other heroes are as feeble reeds 
around the ſtately oak, or as the ſmalleſt birds in pre- 
ſence of the eagle. His misfortunes and mine ori- 
ginated from a paſſion which produces the moſt tra- 
gical events; that is, love. Hercules, who had con- 
quered ſo many monſters, was unable to conquer this 
vile paſſion, but became the {port of unrelenting Cu- 
pid. Not without bluſhing for ſhame could he re- 
collect that he had formerly forgot his glory, and ſpun 
for Omphale, queen of Lydia, hke the weakeſt and 
moſt effeminate of men; ſo much was he miſguided 
by a blind paſſhon. A hundred times did he own to 
me that this event of his life had tarniſhed his virtue, 
and almoſt effaced the glory of all his labours. Ne- 
vertheleſs, O ye gods ! ſuch 1s the weakneſs and in- 
conſtancy of men, they imagine themſelves all ſtabi- 
lity, yet reſiſt nothing. Alas! the great Hercules 
again fell into the ſnares of love, of which he had to 
often expreſſed his deteſtation; he became enamoured 
of Dejanira. Happy had his paſſion continued con- 
ſtant for a woman he had eſpouſed! But ſhortly the 
youth of Iole, in whoſe countenance the graces were 
depicted, ſtole his heart. Dejanira burnt with jea- 
louſy ; ſhe bethought herſelf of that fatal tunic which 
the centaur Neſſus had left her when dying, as a cer- 
tain mean of reviving the love of Hercules whenever 
he ſhould ſeem to neglect her, and love ſome other. 
That tunic, deeply ſtained with the venomous blood 
of the centaur, was infected with the poiſon of the 
arrows which had pierced that monſter. You know 
that the arrows of Hercules, who flew that perfidiqus 
centaur, had been dipped in the blood of the hydra 
of Lerna, and thereby poiſoned ; ſo that all the 
wounds they made were incurable. 

« Hercules having clothed himſelf in this tunic, 
mmmedaately felt a devouring flame penetrating the 
very 
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very marrow of his bones: he roared hideouſly ; 
mount CEta reſounded ; all the deep valleys echoed; 
even the ſea ſeemed agitated. The moſt furious bulls 


bellowing in fight, are by no means ſo dreadful. The 


unhappy Lychas, who brought him the tunic from 
Dejanira, having ventured to approach tranſported 
with anguiſh, he ſeized him, whirled him about as 
a ſlinger does a ſtone in a fling, when he would throw 
it to a great diſtance. Thus Lychas, flung from the 
mountain top by the mighty arm of Hercules, fel} 
among the waves of the ſea, where he was inſtantly 
changed into a rcck, which ſtill retains the human 
form ; and, continually beaten by the angry waves, 
terrifies from afar the wary pilot | After the misfortune 
of Lychas, I thought I could no longer truſt myſelf 
with Hercules : I endeavoured to hide in the deepeſt 
caverns. I ſaw him eafily uproot, with one hand, 
lofty aſhes and old oaks, which for many ages had 
defied winds and ſtorms. With the other hand he 
vainly endeavoured to rend from his back the fatal 
tunic ; 1t was glued to his ſkin, and as 1t were 1ncor- 
porated with his body. In proportion as he tore it, he 
alſo tore his ſkin and his fleſh ; his blood trickled 
down and bedewed the ground. His fortitude at laſt 
ſurmounting his pain, he exclaimed : © You ſee, my 


dear PHILOCTETEsS, what miſery the gods make me 


ſuffer : they are juſt; I have offended them, and 
violated conjugal fidelity. After vanquiſhing ſo 
many enemies, baſely have J ſuffered myſelf to be 
vanquiſhed by love of a ſtranger beauty: I die, 
and die content to appeaſe the gods. But, alas! my 
dear friend, whither have you fled ? Exceſs of an- 
guiſh, I own, has made me guilty of a cruelty to 
the unhappy Lychas, which I regret : he knew not 
what a venom he brought me; he deſerved not ſo 
to ſuffer from my hand. Bur think you I can forget 


the friendſhip I owe you, that I would deprive you 
ot life? No, no; I will not ceaſe to love PyiLoc- 


TETES: he ſhall receive into his boſom my de- 
' parting 
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parting breath; he ſhall gather my aſhes. Where 


are you then, O my dear PHILOCTETES | PHILoc. 
TETES! my only hope remaining here below?“ 
At theſe words, I ran eagerly toward him: he held 
out his arms ready to embrace me; but he forbore, 
fearing he ſhould kindle in my boſom the cruel fire 
by which he was himſelf devoured. © Alas!“ ſaid 
he, «© even that conſolation is now denied me.“ S0 
ſaying, he gathered all the trees he had overthrown ; 
made a pile of them on the top of the mountain 
this he aſcended with great tranquillity ; then ſpread- 
ing upon it the {kin of the Nemean lion, which had ſo 
ong covered his ſhoulders, when he went from one 
end of the earth to the other to deſtroy monſters, and 
to deliver the unharypy ; he leaned on his club, and 
ordered me to fire the pile. My hands trembling, 
and horror-ſtruck, could not refuſe him this me- 
lancholy office; for life was to him no longer a gift 
from the gods. So inſupportable was it, J even fe ared 
left the exceſs of his pain ſhould tranſport him to 
ſome action unworthy that virtue which had aſtoniſhed 
the univerſe. As he perceived the fire begin to {eize 
the pile: Now,“ ſaid he, my dear PHriLoctt- 
TES, I find your friendſhip genuine, ſince you more 
regard my honour than my life: may the gods re- 
ward you | YA upon earth I value moſt, [ leave 


of Lerna. You know the wounds they make. are 
curable ; by theſe you will be invincible as 1 have 
been : no wore will dare engage in combat again! 
you. Remember that I die true to our friendſhip: 
never forget my affection for you. But if you are indeed 
afflicted at my ſufferings, a laſt conſolation is ſtill In 
your power: promiſe never to diſcover either my death, 
or the place where you depoſit my aſhes,” 'This | 
promiſed him; alas! I even ſwore it, bedewing hi5 
pile with tears: a gleam ot joy (parked i in his eye 
But ſuddenly a cloud of ſmoke and flame envelope 
kim, ſtifled his voice, and nearly concealed him 
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from my fight. I ſaw him once more through the 


flames, his countenance as ſerene as if amidſt his 


friends, enjoying feſtive delicacies, crowned with 
flowers, and ſcented with perfumes. Shortly the 
flames conſumed all that was earthly and mortal 
in him ; ſhortly remained nothing of all he had re- 
ceived at his birth from his mother Alcmena ; but, 
by order of Jupiter, he ſtill retained that ſubtle 
and immortal nature, that celeſtial flame, the true 
principle of life, which he had received from the fa- 
ther of the gods. He therefore aſcended to them, to 
the golden canopy of bright Olympus, to drink nec- 
tar, where the gods gave him as his ſpouſe the lovely 
Hebe, goddeſs of youth, who poured nectar into the 
cup of the mighty Jupiter, before Ganymede had re- 
ceived that honour. 

« As for me, I found thoſe arrows he had given 
me to raiſe me above heroes, an inexhauſtible ſource 
of woes. Ere long the confederate kings undertook 
to revenge Menelaus of the infamous Paris, who had 
carried off Helen, and to overturn the empire of 
Priam. But the oracle of Apollo informed them 
that they could not hope happily to end the war 
without the arrows of Hercules. 

« Your father ULYssEs, ever the moſt diſcerning 
and the moſt active in all conſultations, undertook to 
perſuade me to accompany them to the ſiege of Proy, 
and to carry with me theſe arrows, which he imagined 
poſſeſſed. It was now long fince Hercules had diſ- 
appeared from earth. No longer was mention made 


of new exploits by that hero: monſters and robbers - 


began to appear again with impunity. The Greeks 
knew not what to determine reſpecting him; {ome ſay- 
ing he was dead, others that he was gone even to the 
frozen pole, to ſubdue the Scythians: ULYssEs 
maintained that he was dead, and undertook to make 
me acknowledge it. He came ſeeking me at a time 
when I was ſtill inconſolable for the loſs of the great 
Alcides ; he had extreme difficulty to accoſt me, for 1 
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could not bear the fight of men; I could not hear 
being torn from the deſarts of mount ÆAta, where ! 
had ſeen _ friend expire; I meditated only to re- 
vive the image of that hero, and to weep at the ſight 
of theſe me hob defarts. But ſoft irreſiſtible per. 
ſuaſſon fat on your father's lips; he ſhed tears, he 
appcared almoſt as much afflicted as myſelf; he in- 
ſenſibly won my heart and confidence. He intereſted 
me for che Grecian kings, going to Hght 1 In a good 
cauſe, but who could not ſucceed without me. Yet 
he never could draw from me the ſecret of the death 
of Hercules, winch I had ſworn nevei to reveal; 
but he had no doubt he was dead, and preiſed me to 
indicate where IJ had depoſited his aines. Alas! ] 
could not think, without horror, of perjuring my ſelf 

by mentioning a ſecret which J had promiſed. to the 


gods never to relate. Not daring to violate my oath, 


J was weak enough to elude it (the gods have pu- 
niſhed me); I ſtamped with my foot on the {pot 
where I had buried the aſhes of Hercules. After- 

wards I went and joined the confederate kings, who 
received me with equal joy as if they had received 
Hercules himſelf. When I was in the ifle of Lem- 
nos, willing to ſhew the aſſembled Greeks the powers 
t my arrows, preparing to pierce a deer that ruſhed 
into a thicket, I inadvertently let drop the arrow 
from the bow- ſtring on my foot, where it made a 
wound that I feel to this day. Immediately experi- 
enced the ſame anguiſh as Hercules had ſuffered: 
night and day I filled the iſle with my cries ; a black 
tainted blood running from my wound, infected the 
air, and diffuſed through the Grecian camp a ſtench 
ſufficient to ſuffocate the moſt vigorous. The whole 
army ſhuddered to ſee me in ſuch extremity, and 
all concluded 1t was a puniſhment inflicted on me 
by the juſt gods. ULxssks, who had drawn me into 
this war, was the firſt to abandon me. This he did, 
as I have ſince learned, becauſe he preferred the com- 


mon intereſts of Greece, and victory, to the obliga- 
t. 0¹¹⁵ 


OF TELEMACHUS. 2 51 


tions of private friendſhip and decorum ! No facri- 
fices were offered in the camp ; ſo much was the 
whole army aftected with my horrid wound, its 


contagion, and my hideous groans. But at the time 


when I ſaw myſelf abandoned by all the Greeks, as 
adviſed by ULYssEs, his policy appeared fraught 
with the moſt horrible inhumanity, and the blackeſt 
treachery. Alas! I was blind, and ſaw not that it was 
juſt the wiſeſt men ſhould be againſt me, as were the 
gods, whom I had offended. I continued nearly the 
whole ſiege of Troy alone, helpleſs, hopeleſs, com- 
fortleſs ; abandoned to the moſt exquiſite tortures 
in that ſavage deſert 1ſle, where J heard only the noiſe 
of the ſea waves breaking againſt the rocks. In the 
midſt of this ſolitude I found an empty cavern in a 
rock, which projected into the air two points, like two 
heads: from hence iſſued a fountain of clear water. 
This cavern was the retreat of wild beaſts, to whole 
fury I was day and night expoſed. I gathered ſome 
leaves to lie on: my whole poſſeſſions were, a wooden 
diſh coarſely wrought, and fome rags, with which I 
ſtaunched the blood, and dreſſed my fatal wound. 
There, forſaken by men, given up to the wrath of the 
gods, I paſſed my time in ſhooting with my arrows 
pigeons and other birds which fiew about the rock. 
When I had killed a bird for food, I was obliged to 
crawl on the ground with great pain to fetch it; thus 
my hands prepared my nouriſhment. It is true, the 
Greeks at their departure left me tome provitions ; 
but they laſted not long. I procured fire from flints. 
This life, frightful as it is, would have ſeemed agrce- 
able, far from treacherous ungrateful men, had | not 
been overwhelmed with pain, and continually review- 
ing in idea my unhappy fate. What! ſaid I—decoy a 
man from his native country, as the only avenger of 
Greece; then abandon him while aſleep in this deſert 
ile! For while 1 was afleep the Greeks ett me. Ima- 
gine what was my ſurpriſe, and what tears I ſhed, 
when awaking I ſaw the ſhips ploughing the waves | 
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Alas! after ſearching on all fides in that ſolitary 
ſavage iſle, 1 found only mifery. In fact, there is no 
port, no commerce, no hoſpitality, no man willingly 
tempts the ſtrand. There are ſeen only wretches driven 
on it by ſtorms ; nor can ſociety be hoped for but 
from ſhipwrecks : even ſuch viſitants would not ven. 
ture to carry me off; tearing the wrath of the gods 
and of the Greeks. Ten years I ſuffered ſhame, pain, 
and hunger; feeding a wound that waſted me: hope 
itſelf was extinguiſhed in my heart. 

At laſt, returning one day from ſeeking medicinal 
herbs for my wound, I ſaw in my cave a handſome 
youth, gracetul, but heroic and lofty. I fancied I faw 
Achilles, ſo much did he reſemble his features, looks, 
and manner; only I perceived by his age that it 
could not be him. I diſcerned in his countenance 
united pity and perplexity ; he was affected to lee 
with what pain and flownets I dragged myſelf along; 
the doleful piercing cries with which 1 made all th 
coaſt reſound, melted his heart. Stranger ! ſaid I, a 
a conſiderable diſtance, what misfortune has 8 
you into this uninhabited iſle? I recognize the Gre- 
cian habit; that habit {till dear to me! O how! 
long to hear your voice, to find on your lips that 
language which I learned in earlieſt infancy, but have 
not ſpoken to any ſo long in this ſolitude. Fear 
not to behold a man fo wretched : your duty is com- 
paſſion.” Scarce had Neoptolemus pronounced, ©! 
am a Greek,” than I exclaimed: “O charming words! 
after ſo many years of tilence, and unremitting pain 
O my ſon ! what misfortune, what tempeſt, or rather 
whar favourable wind, has brought you hither to end 
my ſuflerings?“ He replied: „Tam of the iſle of Scy- 
ros; thither I return: it is ſaid I am ſon of Achil les; 
you know all.” So conciſe a reply not ſatisfying m) 
curiofity, I ſaid : © O ſon of a father J ſo greatly loved: 
dear foſter-child of Lycomedes, how came you hi— 
ther? and from whence ?”* He anſwered : *I come 


from che fiege of Troy.“ „Lou was not,“ ſaid I, © 5 
| tne 
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the firſt expedition?“ Was you?“ ſaid he. To this 
[ replied : © I perceive you know neither the name 
of PHILOCTETES, or his misfortunes. Alas! un- 
happy that I am | My perſecutors inſult me in my 
ſufferings. Greece knows not that I ſuffer: my woes 
increaſe. This I owe to the Arrides ; the gods reward 
them!” I then informed hum how | had bee! aban- 
doned by the Greeks. He heard my complaints, and 


then entered upon his own: © After the death of 


Achilles,” ſaid he... I inſtantly interrupted him, 
and ſaid: What! Achilles dead? Forgive me, my 
ſon, if I impede your narrative by the tears I owe your 
father.” Neoptolemus rephed : © Such interruption 
is conſolation : how grateful to ſee PHILOCTETES 
weep for my father !” N eoptolemus reſuming his nar- 
rative, ſaid : © After the death of Achilles, ULYSSES 
and Phenix ſought me, afhrming that Troy. could 
not be taken without me. They found no difficulty 
in prevailing on me to accompany them. Grief for 
the death of Achilles, and defire of inheriting his 
glory in that war, ſufficiently incited me to follow 
chem. When I arrived, the army gathered about 
me, and every one ſwore he beheld 2 again Achilles: 
but, alas! he was no more. Young and inexperi- 
enced, I imagined I had all to hope from thoſe who 
lo laviſhly beſtowed the ir pr. alles I therefore imme- 
diately . anded of the Atrides my father's arms. 
They harſhly replied: Whatever elſe belonged to 
him you ſhall have ; but as for his arms, the ey are 
deſtined for UL ss Es.“ 

Inſtantly I was vexed, I wert, I raged: but ULys- 
SES, Unmoved, ſaid to me: Y« gung man, you have 
not thared with us the perils ot this long ſiege; you 
have not merited ſuch arms, never ſhall 501 u have 
them : you [peak alreaay too hau ghtily. T bus unjutt- 
ly deprived of the arms by UL vsszs, I am returning 
to the iſle of Scyros, leſs offended ar Ul. VssEs than 
at the two ſons of Atrcus. May every one that is 
their enemy be the friend of the 20ds! O PHiLOCTE- 
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TES! I have told you all.” I then aſked Neoptole. 
mus wherefore Ajax, the ſon of Telamon, had not 
prevented that injuſtice. He replied : „He is dead.“ 
Dead ! faid I, while ULYssExs is not dead? on the 
contrary, he flouriſhes ſtill in the army. I then aſked 
him reſpecting Antilochus, fon of the ſage Neſtor; 
and Patroclus, ſo dear to Achilles. They too 
are dead,“ replied he. I again exclaimed: < What, 
dead | alas! What do you tell me? Thus cruel war 
mows down the good, but ſpares the bad. If Ur vs. 
SES is alive, Therſites doubtleſs is living alſo. Such 
are the doings of the gods; yet we ſtill ſing their 
praiſes !'? W hile I thus vented my rage againſt your 
father, Neoptolemus continued to deceive me ; ; add- 
ing thcle melancholy words: * Far from the Gre- 
clan army, where evil out-values good, I go now to 
live content in the wild ifle of Scyros. Adieu, ] 
muſt be going; may the gods grant you a cure ” ] 
immediately anſwered: * O my {on ! I conjure you 


by the manes of your father, by your mother, by 


all whatever you hold moſt dear on earth, not to 
leave me alone thus woful as you ſee me. I am not 
ignorant how troubleſome J ſhall be to you; but it 
would be ſhametul in you to abandon me: throw me 
down at the ſtem, or itern, or in the hold, wherever | 
ſhall incommode you leaſt. Great minds alone know 
what glory there is in goodneis: leave me not in a 
deſart, where are no veſtiges of man; carry me to 
your native country, or to Eubea, which is not far 
from mount Ata, 'Irachine, and the pleaſant banks 
of the river Sperchius : fend me to my father. Alas 
how I dread leſt he ſhould be dead | 1 requeſted him 
to {end me a veilel; either he is dead, or thoſe who 
promiſed to acquaint him with my miſery have neg- 
lected it. I now apply to you, O my loa ! Remem- 
ber how precarious 15 every thing human. He who is 
in proſperity ſhould tear abuſing it, ſhould help the 
iſerable !” Thus did exceſs of grie f make me addreſ 


Neoptolemus, who promiled to take me with him. 
Then 
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1 Then I again exclaimed:“ 0 happy day! O amiable 


˖ "i 
' Neoptolemus, worthy the glory of thy father! Dear ij 
; companions in this voyage, let me bid adieu to this 1 
malancholy retreat. See where I have lived, imagine 1 


what J have ſuffered; none beſide myſelf would have 
borne it. But neceſſity had inſtructed me; and by | 
that men are taught what they otherwiſe never would | | 
have learned. Thoſe who have never ſuffered, know 
nothing; they know neither benefits nor evils : they 
know not men, they know not themſelves.” Hav- | | 
ing made theſe reflections, I took up my bow and ar- | 
rows. Neoptolemus begged permiſſion to Fils arms | 
ſo celebrated, and rendered ſo ſacred by the invincible 
Hercules. I anſwered : © You may do all; you, my 4 
ſon, reſtore me this day to light, to my country, to 1 
my father bending under old age, to my friends, to 
myſelf ; you may touch theſe arms, and boaſt you are | 
the only Greek who has merited that honour.” Ac- 
cordingly Neoptolemus went into my grotto, to ad- | 
mire my arms. Mean time, my pain became ex- i 
| 
| 


quiſite ; I was quite beſide myſelf ; I knew not what I 
did, calling for a ſharp knife to cut off my foot; 
exclaiming, O death | ſo much ſolicited, why de- 
layeſt thou? O young man, burn me immediately, as | 
[ burnt the ſon of Jupiter! O earth, O earth! receive 
a dying man, who can never raiſe himſelf again.” 
From this paroxyſm of pain I ſwooned as uſual, till 
a profuſe ſweat began to relieve me; black, purulent 
blood at the ſame time flowing from my wound. 
During my fit, Neoptolemus might eafily have carried 
off my bow and arrows, and left me; but he was the 
lon of Achilles, and not born to deceive. When J 
revived, I perceived his perplexity : he ſighed, like | 
one ignorant of diſſimulation, and acting againſt his 1 
own heart. Do you intend,” ſaid I, * mulchief by 14 | 
lurpriſe? What then is the matter ?” «© You muſt,” 
lad he, „ follow me to the fiege of Troy.” * Ah! 
my ſon, replied J haſtily, what ſay you? I am betray- 
ed; reſtore me that bow, take not away my lite. 
Alas! 
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Alas! he anſwers not; he eyes me calmly, nothing 
moves him. O coaſts and promontories of this ile 
O wild beaſts! O craggy rocks | to you I complain; 
for to you only can I complain, you are accuſtomed 
to my groans. Muſt I be betrayed by the fon of 
Achilles? He deprives me of the ſacred bow of Her. 
cules : he would drag me to the Grecian camp to tri- 
umph over me; not reflecting that his triumph is 
over a dead man, over a ſpectre, a ſhadow. O had he 
attacked me when in vigour | but now he attacks me 
by ſurpriſe. What ſhall I do? Reſtore, my fon; 
act like your father and yourſelf. What ſay you! 
Alas ! you ſpeak not. O favage rock! I come to 
thee naked, wretched, forſaken, deſtitute of tood ; 
ſhall die alone in this cave ; the wild beaſts will 4 
vour me, having now no bow to kill them. No 
matter! But, my ſon, you do not ſeem wicked; 
you are prompted by ſome advice; reſtore my arms, 
and begone.” 
3 Soptolemus, in a low voice, with tears in his eyes, 
faid : ** Would to the gods 1 had never left Scyros!“ 
immediately after I exclaimed: Ah! what dol ſee? 
Is it not ULYss#s?” Directly I heard his voice reply- 
ing: Les, it is I.” Had the gloomy realm of Pluto 
opened, and had ſeen black Tartarus, which the gods 
themſelves fear to behold, I could not, I own it, hare 
been ſeized with greater horror. I exclaimed again: 
O ile of Lemnos, I call thee to witneſs ! O ſun, 
thou ſeeſt it, and ſuffereſt 1!” ULyssEs, without 
emotion, replied: Jupiter wills it, I execute his will.” 
« are you,” ſaid I, © name Jupiter ? See you that 
young man, who was not born for fraud, and who 
giieves while performing what you enjoin him?“ 
Neither to hurt you nor deceive you are we come, 
ſaid ULxssESs, „but to deliver you, to cure you, t0 
furniſh you the glory of taking Troy, and to return 
you to your native country. Not ULYSSES is the 
enemy of PiLocrE TES, but himfelf.” On this, 
poured out againſt your facher all with which ny 
coul 
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* 
Ly 
* 
3 


; * could Iinfpire me. * Since you forſook me on this 
coaſt,” ſaid I, © why not leave me here in peace? 
5 Go, purſue military glory, a and whats PRE enjoy 
1 your happinels' with the ſons of Atreus ; leave me my 
1 miſery and pain. Why carry me 9 471 I am now 
nothing, I am already dead. Why think you not 
- # now, as you thought formerly, that I cannot go with 
you ; that my groans, and the infection of my wound, 
. would diſturb the ſacrifices? O ULysszs, author of 
e of my woes | may the gods . . . . But the gods hear me 
; not; on the contrary, they encourage my enemy. O 
f my native land, which I ſhall fee no more! O ye 
) gods, if there remain one juſt enough to take pity 
| | on me, puniſh, puniſn ULyYssEs; then ſhall I think 
: myſelf cured ” While I thus raved, your father 
) | calmly regarded me with an air of compaſſion, like 
= one who. tar from being offended, bears with and 
N excuſes the perverſeneſs of a wretch whom fortune 
hath ſcured. He appeared to me like a rock on the 
ä mountain top, which mocks the fury of the winds, 
: and unmoved exhauſts their rudeſt aſſaults. Thus 
vour father kept filence, waiting till my rage had ſpent 
elf; for he knew that we mult not attack the 50 
) lians to reduce them to reaſon, till they begin to 
; weaken by a kind of laffitude. Then he addrefled 
: me thus: O PHILOCTETES, where is your reaſon 
and courage? This is the moment to uſe them. You 
» are unworthy to be the deliverer of Greece, and the 


deſtroyer of Troy, if you refuſe to accompany us 
and to fulfil the will of Jupiter reſpecting you. Adieu, 

emain in Lemnos; theſe arms, w hich 1 carry off, 
will procure me chat glory intended for you. Come 
Nzorrotens, let us be gone; in Vain we ſpeak to 
him; compaſſion for a lingle man ought not to niake 
us abandon the ſafety of all Greece.“ 

Then was 1 like a honels, robbed of her whelps, 
filling the foreſt with her roarings. O cavern, ſaid 
I, never will 1 quit thee, thou ſhalt be my tomb ! O 
; | tad retreat! No more food, no more hope! Who 
: . will 
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258 THE ADVENTURES 
will give me a dagger to deſtroy myleit? ? Oh thy 
the birds of prey would bear me away! No mor 
ſhall I pierce them with my arrows. O precia; 
bow! O bow made ſacred by the hands of the {4 
of Jupiter! O dear Hercules, if you retain any {vn 
pathy, are you not indignant ? ? The hands of th 
faithful friend no longer hold thy bow, but the 1n- 
pure and treacherous graſp of ULyssEs. Bird; 
prey! Savage beaſts! Fly no more from this caver 
I have no arrows. Wretch that I am ! I cannot nov 
hurt you; come, devour me; rather let the thunde 
of pitileſs Jupiter cruſh me.” Your father having tried 
every other way to prevail upon me, at laſt conceive! 
the beſt would be to reſtore my arms ; accordingly 
he made a ſign to Neoptolemus, who reſtored them 
immediately. Then ſaid I to him: © Worthy {on of 
Achilles! you prove that ſuch you really are; but et 
me deſtroy my enemy.“ I would have let fly an aro 
at our father; but N eoptolemus withheld me, {ay- 
ing : 5 Reſentment blinds you, and Prevents you; 
ſeeing what an unworthy action you deſign.“ As for 
Ur: SSES, he appeared as little moved at my arrows 
as at my Teproaches. I felt reſpect for ſuch patience 
and intrepidity ; I was aſhamed that, tranſported by 
paſſion, I ſhould have thought of employing my 
arms to flay him who had cauſed them to be reſtored. 
But, as my reſentment was not yet extinguilhed, | 
was extremely mortified to owe them to a man hem 
I fo greatly hated. In the mean time, Neoptolemus 
accoſted me thus: © Know that the divine Helenus 
fon of Priam, by the order and inſpiration of * 
gods, ge Troy , and has unveiled futurity to 
Unhappy Troy, ſaid he, ſhall fall ; but not till a at- 
tacked by him who poſſelles the arrows of Hercules; 
and who cannot be cured till arrived before Troy 
walls, where the ſons of ÆEſculapius will heal his 
wound.” Here I found myſelf perplexed : I Vas 
charmed with the ſimplicity of Neoptolemus, and 


the readineſs with which he had reſtored my bow; 
yet 


1 
* 
1 
i 
A 
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wot Could J not be reconciled to life, if J muſt yield 


o ULYSSES; a falſe ſhame kept me in ſuſpenſe. 


Gall I be ſeen, ſaid I to myſelf, with ULysszs and 
the {ons of Atreus ? What will people think of me ? 


| While in this uncertainty, J heard ſuddenly a voice 


more than human ; and beheld, in a bright cloud, 


Hercules encompaſied with rays of glory. Timm edj- 


ately recognized his nden ſomewhat harſh, his 
robuſt make, and his plain manners; but he ap— 
pcared with a majeſty and dignity never equalled by 


him when ſubduing monſters on earth. He thus ad- 
dreſſed me: You hear, you lee Hercules: I have 


left lofty Olympus to inform you the commands of 
Jupiter. You know by what labours I have acquired 
immortality. You mult accompany the ſon of Achil- 
les, and tread in my ſteps 1n the road of glory. You 


ſhall be cured, and with my arrows ſhall transfix Pa- 
tris, the author of ſo many diſaſters. After the re- 


duction of Troy, you ſhall ſend rich ſpoils to your 


father Pzan on mount Oeta; they ſhall be placed on 
my tomb as a monument of victory obtained by my 
arrows. And you, O ſon of Achilles, to you I de- 


clare that you cannot conquer without PEHILOCTE- 
TES, nor PHILOCTETES without vou. Go, then, 


Hike two lions together ſceking prey. 1 will ſend 


Aſculapius to Troy to cure Pu1i.ocrires. Above 
all, O Grecks, love and reverence religion ; all things 


elle die, ſne never dies.” Havi ing he: ard cheſe > WC ds, 
I exclaimed : O happy day! Delightful | light, at 


length again thou viſiteſt me after ſo many years. | 
obey, and ſhall but take my leave of this place and 
quit it. Adieu, dear cave! Adieu, nymph of thete 


watery plains |! I {hall hear no more the rumbling of 
theſe waves. Adieu, thou ſca-coaſt ere 10 often I 
have felt the inclemency of the air. 1 ye pro- 
montories! whence echo ſo often returned my groans. 
N Adieu, ye freſh-water fountains | that to me have 
been 10 bitter, Ifle of Lemnos, adieu! Let me hap— 
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will of the gods and my friends. We then embarked, 
and arrived before Troy. Machaon and Podalyrius, 
by the divine {kill of their father Aſculapius, cured 
my wound, or at leaſt brought me to the condition 
in which you ſee me. I am not in pain; I have en. 
tirely recovered my ſtrength; but am ſomewhat lame. 
I flew Paris, like a timorous fawn, transfixed by the 
huntſman's arrows. Troy. was ſoon laid in aſhes : the 
reſt you know. Yet I ſtill retained a ſingular anti. 
pathy to the ſage ULxSssESs, from recollection of my 
ſufferings ; his virtue could not appeaſe my refent- 
ment: but my acquaintance with his fon, who re- 
ſembles him, and whom I cannot but love, 1nclines 
my heart to the father alſo.” 


END OF THE FIFTEENTH BOOK. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE SIXTEENTH BOOK. 


TELEMACH US falls out with PuALAN Tus, in con- 
ſequence of a diſpute, which had the beſt right to cer- 


tain priſoners. He engages and vanquiſhes HIPPIAS; 
who, deſpiſing his youth, had, in a haughty manner, 


ſeized theſe priſoners for his brother PHALANTUS, 
But, far from being pleaſed with his victory, he 


laments in ſecret his temerity and error, which he 


would gladly atone for. In the mean time, AbRAs- 


TUsS, king of the Daunians, being informed that the 
confederate kings thought of nothing but making up the 
quarrel between TELEMACHUS and HIPPIAS, goes 
and attacks them unexpettedly, Having taken a hun- 
dred of their ſhips by ſurprize, he tranſports his 
troops in them to their camp, then ſets fire to them, 
and attacking the quarter where PHALANTUS com- 
manded, kills bis brother HIPPIAS, and PfALAN- 
Tus Himſelf is dangerouſly wounded. 


22 — — — - 
— . 4 4 — — A l * —— 
. 8 — 221 Wo —I—D % - 3 % 4 - £4 _— — - - 
- g x 22 A K 
& 12 — ———_ — _ = — * — 
r — . oe Se EB ENS ot wa — — 0 <P =. > — 2 = = — * * * — * p 
— 7 A 
_— _— Gere a. colt, oo 7 TEE Da”. +4 — > Fe 7 av 42.4% G3. 2 - - - — — 
* * 
— M. 
, 4 21 * 4 = * * 4 . 2 by. * _ — Tx” 
_ = £ . — . 2 = — © ” 25 — 2 — - - — 
= x —_—_— — > — * = — — 
— : A * > 4 N : £4 
A CE CE — >< ” Er -—— * 


— ASS IRS CM. 
>. . 


1 „ 
3 * 
OY Pw — 


* 


— —_— ů + - 
— <3” 
— — . * 


—————__ De 
Coat — toe 
. 22 

— 
MER EE 


Þ — 
— — — 
” ——_ — 2 2 
8 — — — — 
- — — — — 
— —— — — — wo Sn — Oo — 2 — Am —_— * 
rr — > 
— 


XL Amon AMS YT. ll *Þ 
» A 
DO — 


— —— 
-- 5 


wi 


: 


'Þ fs \ 


—_ -—— - — — — 


— 
—— — 
7 — 
— N 
2 yg 2 — "Mit, * 
— - - K 
A” 
— — — — 


2 : LL 7 
_ —— - * * 
— bes i 
— — 
— — —ᷣ„-— —— — 


262 THE ADVENTURES 


THE SIXTEENTH BOOK. 


HILF PnrLocTeTss thus recounted his ad. 

ventures, TELEMACHUS was held in motion- 
leſs attention ; his eyes fixed on the great man who 
ſpake. All the different paſſions which had agitated 
HERCULESs, PHILOCTETES, ULyYSsSEs, and NEO ro- 
LE Mos, appeared ſucceſſively on the ſuſceptible coun- 
tenance of TELEMAC Huus, as they were repreſented. 
In the courſe of the narration, he ſometimes exclaimed, 
and interrupted PHILoCTETEsS, undeſignedly; {ome- 
times he appeared deeply thoughtful, like one pro- 
foundly meditating the conſequences of things. When 
PHiLocTETES deſcribed the perplexity of Neopto- 
lemus, who was incapable of diſſimulation, 'U't1r- 
MACHUS ſeemed equally perplexed ; one would then 
have taken him for Neoptolemus himſelf. 

The army of the allies was marching orderly again! 
ApRasTvrUs, king of the Daunians, who deſpiſed the 
gods, and whole ſtudy was to decerve mankind. I 
LEMACHUS found no ſmall difficulty in keeping {w! 
with ſo many kings, jealous of one another. i i 
was to avoid giving umbrage to any, and to acquir 
the love of all. He was good-natured and ſincere, 
but not very affable ; apt to diſregard what might 
render him agreeavle to others; not fond of riches, v*! 
unadvited how to beſtow. Thus, with a heart nobic 
and benevolent, he ſeemed neither obliging, nor ten. 
ible to kindneſs, nor generous ; neither properly ac- 
knowledging attentions done him, nor readily per- 
ceiving their merit ; without reflection. he followed 
his own inclination. His mother PEN ELO PF, in {pic 
of MuN ron, had cheriſhed in him a haughtineſs and 
pride that tarniſhed all, even his moſt amiable quali 
ties. He looked on himſelf as ſuperior in nature 2 
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the reſt of mankind ; they ſeemed to him placed up- 
on earth by the gods only for his pleaſure; to terve 
him, to prevent all his wiſhes, and to refer all to him 
as a ſort of divinity. He thought his ſervants ſuffi- 
ciently highly rewarded by the happinets of ſerving 
him. When it was to pleaſe him, nothing was to be 
impoſſible in execution; the leaſt delay Irritated his 
native warinth. Whoever had obſerved this natural 
temper, would have thought him incapable of loving 
any thing but him elf, and unattected but by his 
verſonal glory or pleaſure. But this indiſference toward 
others, this conſtant attention to himſelf, was entirely 
owing to continual tranſports excited by the violence 
of his paſſions. He had been humoured by his mo- 
ther from the cradle, and was a remarkable inſtance 
of the unhappineſs attending high birth. The ſeve— 
rity of fortune which from his youth he had tuffered, 
had not been able to abate his impetuoſity and haugh- 
tineſs: ſtripped of all, deſerted, expoſed to ſo many 
diſtreſſes, he ſtill retained his pride; ever riſing, like 
the plant palm, ſtill mounting, whatever efforts are 
uled to depreſs it. While Tzklxuaches was with 
MENTOR, theſe defects did not appear, but dimi— 
mſhed daily. Like a high-ſpirited courſer bounding 
over the ſpacious plains, whom neither craggy rocks, 
nor precipices, nor torrents can reſtrain ; and who 
owns but one man, whoſe hand and voice are ca- 
pavle of taming him; fo TELEMAcHvs, full of noble 
ardour, could be curbed and governed but by MEN- 
r0R: yet a ſingle glance of his eye checked at once 
his wildeſt imperuofity ; he inſtantly underſtood what 
meant ſuch a glance; recalled directly every ſenti- 
ment of yirtue into his heart ; his underſtanding in 
2 moment reſtored calm and ſerenity to his counte- 
nance. NEPTUNE, when he lifts his trident, and 
threatens the boiſterous waves, not more ſuddenly 
calms the gloomy tempeſts. 

When TELEMAchus found himſelf alone, all his 
palions controlled, like a torrent ſtopped by ſome 
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ſtrong dam, now reſumed their courſe. He could no 
bear the arrogance of the L acedzmonians, nor of Px 4. 
LANTUS who commanded them. That colony which 
had lately founded Tarentum, conſiſted of young mes 
born during the fiege of Troy, who had received ng 
education. Their illegitimate birth, the guilt of their 
mothers, the licentiouſneſs in which they had bee 
brought up, and their diſſolute manners, rendered 
them ſurpriſingly rude and ferocious. They rather 
reſembled a band of robbers than a Greek colony. On 
all occaſions PHALANTUS affected to contradict Te 
LEMACHUS, often interrupted him in council, deſi 
ing his advice, as that of inexperienced youth. He 
ridiculed him, treated him as weak and effeminate; 
pointed out to the chiefs of the army his moſt triff ug 
faults. He endeavoured to excite a general jealouſy 
of him, and to render his haughtineis odious to th: 
whole army. 

One day TELEMAcuvs having taken ſome pr 
foners from the Daunians, PHALANTUs pretend 
they belonged to him, becauſe it was he, as he fa, 
who, at the head of his Lacedemonians, had de. 
feared that detachment of the enemy; and TIE. 
MACHUs, finding the Daunians already vanquithe 
and put to flight, had had no other trouble than tv 
ſpare their lives, and conduct them to the camp. 
TELEMACHUsS, on the contrary, maintained that le 
had prevented PHALANTUs from being beaten, an 
that the victory over the Daunians was owing to him. 
They went both betore the ailembly of the confederuie 
kings, to plead their cauſe. 'TELEMACHUs was 1 
far enraged as to threaten PHALANTUsS; and the 
would have fought upon the ſpot had they not bc! 
prevented. PHALANTUS had a brother named Ht 
As, famous throughout the army for his vi.ow, 
firength, and dexterity. Pollux, ſaid the Tarentines, 
fought not better at the ceſtus; Caſtor ſurpaſlec him 
not in horſemanſhip; he had almoſt the ſtrength and 


ſtature of Hercules. The w nole army dreaded him; 
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fon he was even more quarrelſome and brutal than 9 
ſtrong and intrepid. Hiee1as having obſerved how Ii 
haughtily TELEMACHus had threatened his brother, 1 

goes directly and takes the priſoners, to carry them 1 

to Tarentum, without waiting the deciſion of the 1 
council. TELEMACHus being privately informed ö 1 

f 1 

{ 


of this, quitted the council agitated with rage: like 
a foaming wild boar ſeeking the huntſman that 
wounded him. Thus he traverſed the camp, earneſt- 
ly looking for his enemy, and brandiſhing the dart 
with which he intended to diſpatch him. At laſt he 
meets him, and at fight of him his fury redoubled. 
It was not now the ſedate TELEMACH¹H bs, taught by 
MixE kVA, under the figure of MrxTor ; it was a 
raving mad-man, or a roaring hon. He inſtantly called 
out to Hir IAS : © Stop, thou moſt daſtardly of all 
men: ſtop ; we ſhall fee whether thou canſt take 
from me the ſpoils of thoſe I vanquiſhed. Thou ſhalr 
not carry them to Tarentum; go, defcend directly to 
the gloomy banks of Styx.” He ſpoke, and threw 
his dart; but threw it in ſuch fury that he neglected to 
take aim: the dart miſſed Hir IAS. Forthwith he 
drew his ſword, whoſe hilt was gold. This LAERTES 
had preſented him when he left Ithaca, as a pledge 
of his love. LAERTESs had worn it when young with 
great glory ; and 1t had been ſtained with the blood 
of many famous captains among the Epirotes, dur- 
ing a war in which LAERTES was victorious. Scarce 
had TELEMACHUus drawn this ſword, when Hi1eeplas, 
willing to avail himſelf of his ſtrength, ruſhed upon 
him, to wreſt it out of his hands. The {word broke 
in the ſtruggle; they immediately grappled and cloſed. 
Behold them now, like two wild beaſts, endeavouring 
to tear one another; fire ſparkles in their eyes; they 
bend, they ftretch, they ſtoop, they riſe, they ſpring, 
thirſting for each other's blood. Then they cloſe 
foot againſt foot, hand againſt hand, intertwining fo 
Cloſely the two bodies ſeemed but one. But Hie- 
PIAS, of more advanced age, ſeemed likely to over- 
M m whelm 
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whelm TELEMAcnvus, whoſe tender youth was le, 
robuſt : already out of breath, TELEMACHUs felt his 
knees fink under him. Hieye1as perceiving him 
failing, redoubled his efforts : all had been over with 
the fon of ULyYssEs, who would have ſuffered the 
penalty of his rage and raſhneſs, had not Mint sva, 
who watched over him from afar, and who ſuffered him 
to experience fo great danger, as a leflon, determined 
the victory at laſt in his favour. 

She did not quit the palace of Salentum; but ſhe 
ſent Iris, the ſwift meſſenger of the gods, who, with 
light wing flying, traverſed the immenſe {pace of air, 
leaving behind her a long train of light, which tinged 
the clouds a thouſand different dyes : ſhe alighted not 
till on the ſea-coaſt, where was encamped the numer- 
ous army of the allies. She ſaw from far the encoun- 
ter, the ardour, and the efforts of the two combatants. 
She ſhuddered at ſeeing the danger of young TELE. 
MACHUS; approaching, concealed in tranſparent 
clouds, which ſhe had formed of ſubtle vapours, a 
the very inſtant when HieeP1as, feeling all his 
ſtrength, believed himſelf victorious : ſhe covered the 
voung pupil of MixEtrva with the egis, with which 
the goddeſs of wiſdom had entruſted her. Immediatel) 
TELEMACHUS, whoſe ſtrength was exhauſted, felt 
treſh vigour ; in proportion as he revived, Hiperas 
faultered : he felt a ſomething divine that loaded ard 
diſconcerted him. TELEMAcnvus prefles him, at- 

tacks him, ſometimes on one ſide, ſometimes on ano- 
ther, rn him, leaves him not a moment to te- 
cover heart; at laſt he throws him down, and fall 
upon him. A ſturdy oak of Mount Ida, felled by 3 

thouſand ſtrokes of the ax, with which the whole 
foreſt reſounded, makes not more dreadful noiſe in 
falling; the canh groaned ; all around was ſhaken. 
Now, with victory, wiſdom again took poſſeſſion of 
TELEMACHUS. Scarce was HIPPIASs overthrow, 
when the ſon of ULyssts became ſenſible of his fault 


committed | in thus attacking the brother of a confede- 
rate 
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rate king, whom he had come to affiſt ; and he re- 
collected, with ſhame and confuſion, the ſage counſel 
of MEnTor. Aſhamed of his victory, he ſaw clearly 
that he deſerved to have been vanquiſhed. In the 
mean time, PHALANTUS, tranſported with rage, ran 
to aſſiſt his brother: he would have transfixed Tz- 
LEMACHUS With a dart he carried, had he not feared 
to wound, at the ſame time, HIPPIAS, whom TELE- 
Machs kept under him in the duſt. The ſon of 
ULYssEs might eaſily have deprived his antagoniſt of 
life; but, his anger being cooled, he thought only of 
repairing his fault by ſhewing moderation. Riſing, 
he exclaimed : © Hireptas! I am ſatisfied with hav- 
ing taught you never again to deſpiſe my youth : hve; 
[ admire your ſtrength and courage. The gods have 
protected me: ſubmit to their power; let us now 
think only of fighting together againſt the Daunians.“ 
While TELEMAcuvs ſpoke thus, Hiepias aroſe, 


covered with blood and duſt, and filled with ſhame 
and chagrin. PHALANTUS not daring to deprive of 
lite him who had fo generouſly given life to his bro- 
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ther, was in great rage and perplexity. All the allied 


kings ran to part the combatants. They conveyed 


TELEMACHUS to one quarter, and to another PH a- 
LANTUS and HtiePlas, who now, mortified and hum- 
bled, durſt not lift up his eyes. The whole army 


was inexpreſſibly amazed, that TELEMACHVUS, at an 


age when men have not yet attained their full ſtrength, 


1 
7 
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had been able to overthrow HIP PIAS, who in power 


and fize reſembled thoſe earth-born giants that for- 


| Joying pleaſure from his victory: while the army was 


merly attempted to drive the immortal gods from 
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Olympus. But the ſon of ULyssss was far from en- 


inceſſantly extolling him, aſhamed of his fault, he with- 
# drew to his tent, and, unable to bear himſelf, with ſighs 
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lamented his temerity. He perceived how unjuſt and 


# unreaſonable he was during theſe tranſports ; he &dil- 
covered a fund of vanity, weakneſs, and meanneſs 
un this exceſſive pride, He acknowledged that true 
M m2 greatneſs 
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greatneſs conſiſted in moderation, juſtice, modeſty, 
and humanity. This he ſaw, yet dared not hope 
amendment after ſo many relapſes ; he loft all pa. 
tience with himſelf, and was heard to roar like a furious 
lion. He continued two days ſhut up alone in his 
tent, puniſhing himſelf, and determinately ſecluded 
from all company. Alas!” faid he, * ſhall I dare 
look MENTOR in the face again? Am ] the ſon of 
Urxvssks, the wiſeſt, the moſt patient of men? 
Came I hither to ſow diviſion and diſorder among 
the allies ? Their blood, or that of their foes the Dau- 
nians, ought I to ſhed ? I have acted raſhly; I did not 
even know how to throw my dart; I ventured to 
attack HIPIAS, with unequal ſtrength ; I ought to 
have expected only death, and the diſgrace of being 
vanquiſhed. But what of that? I ſhould have been 
no more: no, I ſhould have been no more, that raſh 
TELEMACHUs, that young fool, never the better tor 
any advice : my diſgrace would have ended with my 
life. Alas ! could I even hope that I ſhould never 
again do what I am now ſo grieved for having done, 
I were happy, too happy; whereas, perhaps, ere the 
day cloſes I ſhall commit, and wiſh to commit again, 
the very ſame faults of which now I feel ſuch ſhame 


and abhorrence. O fatal victory! O applauſe I can- 


not bear! cruel upbraiding of my folly !” While 
thus alone, and inconſolable, NESTOR and PHr1loc- 
TETES viſited him. NESTOR intended to have ex- 
poſtulated with him on his miſconduct; but that ſage 
old man ſoon perceiving the youth's diſtreſs for it, 
changed his intended ſerious remonſtrances into the 
language of kindneſs, to moderate his chagrin. 
This quarrel retarded the operations of the army 0! 
the confederate princes: they could not march toward 
the enemy till they had reconciled PHALANTos and 
Hiyeelas to TELEMACHUs. They were every mo- 
ment afraid leſt the Tarentine troops ſhould attack the 
hundred young Cretans who had followed TELEMa- 


chus tothe war. All, in ſhort, was confuſion, 0 
3 that 


= 
% 
2 
5 
* 
0 
x 


OF TELEMACHUS. 265 


that by the fault of TELEMACRHVUs alone; who, ſeeing 
himſelf the author of ſo many preſent evils, and fu- 
ture dangers, diſtracted himſelf with grief. Great 
was the perplexity of the chiefs : they feared put- 
ting the army in motion, left the Cretans of TEL E- 
Ach us, and the Tarentines of PHaLAaxTUus, ſhould 
attack each other on the march ; for with great 
difficulty were they reſtrained in the camp, where 
they were cloſely guarded. NzsTor and Pn1Loc- 
TETES were continually paſſing and repaſhng between 
the tent of TELEMACHus and that of the implacable 
PHALANTUS, who breathed nothing but vengeance. 
Neither the mild eloquence of NEsToR, nor the autho- 
rity of the great PHILOOTETES, could moderate his 
ſavage ſpirit, which was, beſides, continually infiamed 
by the enraged converſation of his brother H1yplas. 
TELEMACHUS was much milder, but ſo deeply de- 
prefſed by grief, that he was quite inconſolable. While 
the princes were thus agitated, the whole army was 
under the greateſt conſternation ; all the camp ap- 


peared like a family in diſtreſs for the loſs of a 


father, the ſupport of his relatives, and the tender 
rehance of his little children. In this confuſion, and 
this conſternation of the army, ſuddenly was heard 
a frightful noiſe of chariots, of arms, the neighing of 
horſes, the cries of men; ſome victors, thirſting for 
carnage ; others flying, wounded, or dying. A whurl- 
wind of duſt formed a thick cloud obſcuring the iky, 
and overſpreading the whole camp. To this was ſoon 
added a thick ſmoke, that infected the air, and pre- 
vented reſpiration. Then was heard a hideous noiſe, 
like that of the flaming eruptions which iflue from 
the ſcorched bowels of Mount Etna, when Vulcan 
with his cyclops forges thunderbolts for the father of 
the gods: terror ſtruck every heart! The vigilant 
and indefatigable Avrasrus had ſurpriſed the allies, 
having concealed his march from them, while exactly 
informed of their motions. He had, with incredible 
diligence, made the circuit of an almoſt inacceſlible 
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mountain ; whoſe paſſes were moſtly ſeized by the 
allies. Poſſeſſed of theſe defiles, they thought them- 
ſelves perfectly ſecure, and even ſuppoſed that through 
theſe paſſages they could fall unexpectedly on the ene- 
my behind the mountain, when ſome reinforcements 
they expected were arrived. ADRASTUS, who be- 
ſtowed money by handfuls to procure the ſecrets of 
the enemy, had learnt their deſigns; for NEsToR and 
PHILOCTETES, commanders otherwiſe of ſuch wil. 
dom and experience, were not ſecret enough in their 
enterprizes. NesToR in the decline of life took too 
much pleaſure 1n recounting what might procure him 
applauſe. PuiLOCTETES naturally ſpoke leſs ; but 
being of a warm temper, if ever ſo little irritated, he 
was {are to diſcloſe what he had determined to con- 
ceal. Artful men had found the key of his heart, 
whereby to draw from it the moſt important ſecrets. 
They needed only anger him : then, fiery and tran- 
{ported, he broke out into menaces ; and boaſted of 
having infallible means to accompliſh his defigns. It 
they ſeemed to doubt of theſe means ever ſo little, in- 
ſtantly he would inconſiderately explain them, and 
thus the deepeſt ſecret eſcaped from the bottom 0! 
his heart. Like a veflel of great price, but leaky, 
whence run out the moſt delicious liquors, the heart 
of this great commander could keep nothing cloſe. 
The traitors, corrupted by the money of ADRASTUS, 
caſily availed themſelves of the weakneſs of theſe two 
kings. NEs rox they were perpetually flattering by 
extravagant prailes, reviving to his view his former vic- 
tories, and extolling his foreſight with unwearied ap- 
plauſe. On the other hand, they were continually lay: 
ing ſnares for the impatient temper of PH1LOCTETES; 
talking to him of nothing but difficulties, croſs ac- 
cidents, dangers, inconveniences, and irremediablc 
blunders. His warm temper was inſtantly irritated ; 
prudence forſook him; he was no longer the ſame 
man. TELEMACHvs, notwithſtanding the defects we 
have noticed, was much more capable of any = 

ecret. 
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ſecret. To this he was habituated by his misfor- 


infancy of concealing himſelf from the lovers of PE- 
* NELOPE ; he knew how to keep a {ecret, without tell- 
ing a lie. He had not even that reſerved myſterious 


| air, which uſually accompanies people of cautions ſe- 
| crecy. He never ſeemed to have any ſecret to keep; 
he was always free, natural, open, his heart expreſſed 


by his lips. Yet while he freely mentioned whatever 
might be mentioned, without inconvenience; he knew 
exactly how to ſtop preciſely, and unaffectedly, at 
whatever might ſuggeſt ſuſpicion, or hint his ſecret. 
Thus was his heart impenetrable and inacceſſible; and, 


except Mx xv ron, for whom he had no reſerve, his beſt 


friends knew only what he thought prudent to com- 
municate to them for the advantage of their advice. 


Other friends he entruſted in divers degrees of con- 
| fidence, in proportion as he had experienced their 
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friendſhip and fagacity. TELEMACHOJs had often 
oblerved that the reſolutions of the council tranſpired 
too quickly into the camp; he had informed Nus- 
rox and PHIL TET EHS of this: but theſe two chiels, 
though experienced, did not ſhew to this intelligence 
all the attention it deſerved. Old age retains no 
pliancy: chained down by lone-followed habits, it 
has no reſource againſt its own defects. Like trees, 
whoſe rough knotty trunks are indurated by length of 
time, and are no longer pliable, men of a certain age 
can ſcarcely counteract certain habits which have 
grown old with them, and have penetrated to the 
very marrow of their bones. They often are aware of 
them, but too late; they groan under them in vain : 
tender youth is the only ſeaſon when a man may 
lucceed in efforts of ſelf. correction. 

There was in the army a Dolopian named Eu- 
RYMACHUS, an inſinuating flatterer, who knew how 
to ſuit himſelf to the different characters and tempers 
of the princes ; inventive and induſtrious in contriv- 
ing new means to pleaſe them. Nothing was difficult 
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4n his eſtimation : was he aſked his opinion, he im. 
mediately gueſſed what would be moſt agreeable. He 
was diverting, ſarcaſtic on the weaknefles of others; 
complaiſant to thoſe he ſtood in awe of; happy in 
mingling praiſe ſo delicately as to pleaſe the moſt 
modeſt. With the grave, he was grave; merry and 
facetious with the ſprightly : it coſt him nothing to 
aſſume any form. Men of fincerity and virtue, who 
are always the ſame, and obedient to the rules of rec. 
titude, can never make themſelves ſo agreeable to 
princes, as thoſe who flatter their predominant pa. 
ſions. EuRYMAchuos underſtood war, and had a 
capacity for buſineſs; was an adventurer, attached to 
NesToR, and had wormed himſelf into his confidence; 
from whoſe very heart, as being ſomewhat vain, and 
not inſenſible to flattery, he drew whatever he wiſhed 
to know. Though PailLocTETEs placed not conh- 
dence in him, his warmth and impatience of temper 
produced the fame effect: EuRyMacanvs had only 
to contradict him; the irritation diſcloſed all. This 
man had received large ſums from ADpRAsTUs to 
give intelligence of the deſigns of the allies : the 
Daunian king had in their camp a certain number ot 
deſerters, who were to eſcape from thence one after 
another, and return to their own, Whenever any dil- 
covery of 1mportance was to be communicated to 
AprasTus, EuRYMACHUs diſpatched one of thelc 
deſerters; the cheat could not eafily be diſcovered, 
becauſe they carried no letters. If they were taken, 
nothing could be found to cauſe ſuſpicion of EurY- 
MACHUs. Now ADRASTUS counteracted all the 
ſchemes of the allies ; hardly was a reſolution taken 
in council, ere the Daunians took preciſely thoſe 
precautions neceſſary to defeat it. TELEMACHUS 
was unwearied in tracing the cauſe of theſe muſcar- 
riag es, and exciting the miſtruſt of NesTOR and 
PHILOCTETES : his folicitude was vain; they wer 
blinded. A reſolution had been taken in council to 


wait for the large reinforcements that were expe” 
ed; 
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ea; and a hundred veſſels had been fecretly diſpatched 
in the night to tranſport them from the place of 
their rendezvous, whith was a rugged part of the 
© © coaſt to the camp. In the mean time, all was ſup- 
[© © poſed fate ; becauſe the pailes of the 3 
| * mountain, which 1s a ſkirt of the Apennine, almo 
© © inacceſſible, were guarded by their troops; while the 
| army was encamped on the banks of the river Galeſus, 
| not far from the ſea. This delicious coaſt abounds in | 
© > paſture, and proviſions for the ſubſiſtence of an army. 1 
2 Behind the mountain was AprasTus encamped, and $0 
ſuppoſed unable to pals it: but, as he knew that the | 
| allies were as yet weak ; that a large reinforcement 40 
vas about to join them; that the ſhips awaited 
| theſe troops; and that the quarrel between PHa- | 
LanTUs and TELEMACHUS had occaſioned great {| 
diviſions in the army; he rapidly marched round | 
the mountain ; advancing with great expedition, day | 
and night, along the ſea-coaſt, by ways which, till \ | 
FF then, had been thought abſolutely impracticable. | | 
In! bus labour and reſolution ſurmount the greateſt 
difficulties; thus is ſcarce any thing impoſſible to the 0 
bold and the patient; thus do the fluggilh, who I! 
ſuppoſe what is difficult is impoſſible, deſerve to be if 
ſurpriſed and overwhelmed. The hundred ſhips be- 1 
longing to the allies were, at break of day, ſurpriſcdd I 
by AprasTUs. As they were ill guarded, and no Wilt 
danger ſuſpected, they were taken without rei:ſtunce : Vi 
then with incredible diligence he tranſyorted his ar- 
my in them to the mouth of the river Galeſus, up 
which he coaſted with equal expedition. The advanced 
poſts about the camp of the allies, towards the river, 
Imagining that the reinforcements they expected were 
on board theſe ſhips, ſhouted for joy. Before they 
could be diſcovered, Ap RAS Tres and his troops diſ- 
embarked, and attacked the allies, who miſtruſted 
nothing, and were in an open camp, without order, 
arms, or commander. Ihe quarter of the camp they 
g firſt attacked was that of the Tarentines, commanded 
| 5 N N by 
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by PraLanTus, The Daunians charged with ſuch 
fury, that theſe young Lacedzmomans, ſurpriſed, 
were unable to reſiſt. While they ſought their army, 
embarraſſing one another in this confuſion, Ab RAS Tus 
ſet fire to the camp. Immediately the flames ris 
from the tents to the very clouds, with a noiſe like 
that of a torrent which deluges a whole country, and 
by its impetuoſity ſweeps away huge oaks from their 
very roots, corn, barns, ſtables, and cattle. The wind 
ſpread the flames impetuouſly from tent to tent; and 
ſoon the whole camp looked like an ancient foreſt 
inflamed by a ſpark. PHarLanTus, who was mor: 
immediately expoſed to the danger, could not check i: 
He perceived that all his troops would periſh in the 
flames, if they did not quickly forſake the camp; but 
he knew likewiſe the expoſure of ſuch a diforderly re- 
treat before a victorious enemy. He began to draw off 
his young Lacedæmonians, though as yet half armed; 
but Ap RAS TVs gave them not a moment. On one ſide 
a body of ſkilful archers galled them with innumerab{: 
flights of arrows; on the other fide ſlingers with large 
ſtones, like a hail ſtorm. Apr as1vus himſelf, ſword n 
hand, heading a choſen body of the moſt gallant Dau- 
nians, purſues, by the light of the flames, the flying 
troops. With the keen-edged {word he mows down 
all that had eſcaped the flames; he ſwims in blood; le 
is unſatiable by carnage; lions and tigers equal not hi 
fury when they devour the ſhepherd and the floct. 
PrnaLanTus's troops were unable to withſtand; 
courage forſook them. Pale death, prompted by at 
infernal fury, whoſe head was briſtled with ſerpens, 
freezes the blood in their veins; their benumbed limbs 
ſtiffen; their trembling knees deprive them even c 
the hope of flight. PfALAxNxTUs, whom ſhame and 
deſpair {till ſupplied with a remnant of ſtrength and 
vigour, lifts up his hands and eyes to heaven; he {a 
his brother Hier1as fall at his feet, ſtruck by the 
tremendous arm of AbRASTUS. Hiyrias, ftretche 
on the carth, lay rolling 1n the duſt ; a purple few 
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of boiling blood ruſhed like a torrent from the deep 
wound that pierced his fide. His eyes cloſe to 
the light; his furious ſoul fled with his laſt guſhing 
blood. PHaLANnTUs himſelf, ſtained all over with his 
brother's blood, unable to aſſiſt him, ſees himſelf ſur- 
rounded by a throng of enemies, ſtriving to over- 
whelm him. His buckler is pierced with a thouſand 
darts; he is wounded in different parts of his body; 
nor can he longer rally his flying troops. The gods 1 
behold him, but without compaſſion. ; i 


THE END OF THE SIXTEENTH BOOK. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
BOOK. 


TELEMACHUS, having put on his divine armeur, ſis 
to the afjiſtance of PHaLAaNnTUs, kills immediate 
IrmicLES the ſon of ADRASTUS, repulſes the © Cite 
rious enemy, and would have entirely defeated them, 
had not a ſtorm ariſen and put an end to the battls 
He then cauſes the wounded to be carried off the ficld, 
and great care to be taken of them, particularly if 
PHALANTUS. He charges himſelf with the obſequics 
of Hi?P1As, whoſe aſbes be depaſits in a golden urn, 
and preſents to PHALANTUS, 
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J UPITER, ſurrounded by the celeſtial gods, 
beheld from the ſummit of Olympus this flaugh- 
ter of the allies. At the fame time, conſulting the 
immutable deſtinies, he ſaw every chief whoſe thread 
of life was that day to be cut by the ſciſſars of the 
Fates. Each of the gods narrowly obſerving the 
countenance of Jup1TER, was attentive to diſcover 
his pleaſure. But the father of the gods and men, 
with a mild majeſtic voice, declared : Lou fee to 
what extremity the allies are reduced, you fee 
ADRasTVUs overwhelming all his enemies: but this 
appearance is delufive ; the glory and proſperity of 
the wicked is ſhort. The impious ADpras: us, de- 
teſtable for his periidy, ſhall not gain a complete vic- 
* tory, This misfortune happens to the allies, only to 
teach them to correct themſelves, and to keep the ſe- 
| crets of their enterpriſes better. The ſage Minerva 
now prepares freih glory for her young LELEMA- 
CHUS, who is her darling.” JoPITER ſaid no more: 
all the gods continued ſilent to obſerve the combat. 
Meanwhile, NesToR and PhiLocrErEs were in- 
formed that part of che camp was already burnt; that 
the flames, driven by the wind, were ſtill advancing; 
that their troops were in diſorder; and that PA- 
LANTUS was no longer able to reſiſt the enemy. 
Scarcely did they hear theſe fatal tidings ere they 
ran to arms, atiembled the captains, ordered to quit 
the camp with all expedition, to avoid the flames, 
TELLMACaus, though dejected and inconſolable, 
fergot his grief. He took his arms, precivus gift of 
the wiſe Mix ERVA, who, appearing under the figure 
of Mex ron, pretended to have received them from 
an excellent workman of Salentum, but who had had 
hem made by Volcax in the ſmoking caverns of 
| mount 
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; mount Atna. Theſe arms were poliſhed ſmooch a3 
glaſs, and were brilliant as the radiant ſun. Upon 
| them were repreſented NEeyrTuNxE and PALLAS, con. 
| tending for the glory of giving name to a new city, 
| | Never NE, with his trident, ſfruck the earth, and out 
of it ſtarted a rampant horſe, fire iſſued from his eyes, 
and foam from his mouth ; his mane floated as varied 
the wind; his ſupple nervous legs bounded with vi. 
gour and elaſticity. He walked not, he leaped through 
very ſtrength; and ſo nimbly, no trace of his foot 
remained: one would think he heard him neigh. On 
the other ſide, Mix HRVA gave to the inhabitants of 
her new city the olive, produce of a tree ſhe had 
planted : the branch, with its pendant fruit, indicated 
grateful peace and plenty, preferable to the troubles of 
| war, which the horſe ſignified. The goddeſs, by her 
| ſimple but uſeful preſent, obtained the victory; and 
proud Athens bore her name. Mix ERVA was allo Þ © 
| 
b 
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ſeen aſſembling around her all the fine arts, repre- 
| ſented by little winged children. They fled to her for 
| protection, terrified by the brutal fury of all-de- 
| ſtroying Mars; as bleating lambs fly to their dams, at 
the aſpect of a famiſhed wolf, who, with glowing 
Jaws extended, ruſhes forward to devour them. Eltc- 
where MixNERVA, indignant and angry, confounds, 
by iuperiority of her works, the foolith raſhnels ot 
Arachne, who had dared diſpute with her for perfec- 
tion in weaving. That unhappy woman was ſeen, al 
her members emaciated and distigured, changing to 2 
ſpider. Near this, Mix ERA again appeared, as ad. 
viing JuPiTER himſelf in the war of the giants, and 
animating all the other aſtoniſhed deities. She was allo 
figured with her lance and ægis on the banks of the 
Xanthus and the Simois, leading ULyssEs by the 
hand, rallying the flying Grecian troops, repulſing the 
efforts of the moſt valiant Trojan commanders, and 
of the terrible Hector himſelf. Laſtly, ſhe was lee! 
conducting ULYssEs into that fatal machine, which 


was, in one night, to overturn the empire of Priam. 
Ver) 
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Very differently, the ſhield exhibited Ceres in the 
fertile fields of Enna, in the center of Sicily: the 


goddeſs appeared collecting the people diſperſed hi- 
ther and thither, procuring food by the chaſe, or ga- 
thering the will fruits fallen from the trees. Theſe 


N ſavages ſhe ſhewed how to meliorate the groun , and to 


procure nouriſhment from 1ts fruitful boſom. She 
gave them a plough, and directed the yoking of the 
oxen. The fields were {cen open in furrows by the 
plough-ſhare ; afterwards appeared the golden grain 
covering the fertile plains : the reaper, with his tharp 
ſickle, levelled the grateful productions of the lang, 
rewarding all his labours. Steel, ellewhere employed 
in general deſtruction, ſeemed here uſed only to 
procure abundance, and produce delights of every 
kind. Nymphs, crowned with flowers, danced to- 
gether in a meadow, near a grove, by the ſide of a 
river. Pan played on his flute; apart, frolicſome fauns 
and ſatyrs gambolled. There appeared Bacchus alto, 
crowned with ivy, leaning with one hand on his 
thyrſus, holding in the other a vine, adorned with 
leaves, and cluſters of grapes. His beauty was ſoft, 
yet expreſſing ſomething noble, tender, and laa- 
guiſhing. Such he appeared to the unhappy Ariadne, 
when he found her alone, forſaken, plunged in dil- 
treſs, on a foreign coaſt. Beſide theſe, appeared 
multitudes of people : old men, going to the tem- 
ples to offer firſt-fruits ; young men, returning home 
to their wives, tired by daily labours : their wives 
coming to meet them, leading by the hand, and 
careſſing, their little children. There too was ſeen 
ſhepherds, ſome ſinging, others dancing to the notes 
of the pipe. All was peace, and plenty, and plea- 
lure; all was happineſs and laughter: even wolves 
were ſeen playing among the ſheep in their paſtures ; 


and the hon and the tiger, foregoing their hercencls, 
ed with the tender lambs : à little ſhepherd, with his 
| crook, conducted them together. Thus this lovely 
; Tepreſentation recalled the charms of the golden age. 
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TzLEMacnvus clothed in this divine armout, 
inſtead of his ordinary buckler, took the terrible 

is which MINERVA had ſent him, entruſted to 
Iris, ſwift meſſenger of the gods. Iris had taken 
away his own buckler without his perceiving it; and 
had given him, inſtead of it, the ægis, terrible to the 
gods themſelves. Thus accoutred, he ran out of the 
camp, to avoid the flames, calling with a loud voice 
all the chiefs of the army. His voice re-animates 
the defpairing troops; divine fire ſparkled in the 


eyes of the young warrior; he was always caſy, 


always free and tranquil, always attentive in giving 
orders, as might be ſome ancient ſage engaged in re- 
gulating his family, and inſtructing his children: 
but in execution he was prompt and rapid; like an 
1mpetuous river, which not only fiercely rolls its 
fokming flood, but in its courſe bears away the heavieſt 
veſſels on its ſtream. PriLocrtErTEs, NESTOR, the 
chiefs of the Mandurians, and the other nations, felt 
that inexpreſſible authority in the ſon of UL rssss 
which nothing withſtands. The experience of the aged 
failed them, all the commanders were .deprived of 
wiſdom and counſel : jealouſy itſelf, ſo natural to 
men, was extinct in every heart. All were filent, al 
admired TELEMAcnvs, all ſtood ready to obey him 
without reply or reluctance, as if they had been ac- 
cuſtomed to it. Advancing, he aſcended a hi!) 
whence he could obſerve the diſpoſition of ths 
enemy; then at once he determines haſtily to fur- 
priſe them, in the diforder they had thrown them- 
{elves into by ſetting fire to the camp. With al 
expedition he marches round it, followed by al 
the moſt experienced commanders ; he attacks th: 
Daunians in the rear, at a time when they im: 


gined the army of the allies was enveloped in the 


conflagration. This ſurprize diſtracts them ; tbeſ 
fall under the hands of TzLEMacnus, as in the 
cloſe of autumn fall the leaves in the foreſts, when 


the fierce north- wind bringing back winter, eve 
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. © © trunk groans, every bough ſhakes, even of the oldeſt 

\ © trees. The ground was covered with the bodies of 

| © © thoſe ſlain by TELTMACHUs. He transfixed with 

1a dart the heart of Ir HII ES, the youngeſt ſon of 

e AbpnaAsrus. This youth ventured - to meet him 

in combat, to ſave the life of his father, almoſt 

K ſurpriſed by TEIEMNAcHUS. TenicLEes, and the {on of | 

5 Ur xssks, were both beautiful, ſtrong, active, coura- 

egeous; of the ſame age, of the ſame ſtature; equally 

- © © goodnatured, tenderly beloved by their parents. But 

93 Ipnierks was like a flower blowing in the fields, 0 
d doomed to be cut down by the mower's ſcythe. Next ö 
. Terruachus flew EurHoRIOxN, the moſt famous 1 
a of all the Lydians that came into Hetruria. Laſtly, 14 
z © _ with his (word he diſpatched CLEOMENESs, who, lately we. 
married, had promiſed to preſent his ſpouſe with rich | # 
e ſpoils of the enemy; but who was never to fee her li 
more. 1 g N 1 
„  Apxasrvstrembled with rage, ſeeing his fon and 1 
4 © © ſeveral of his officers ſlain, and the victory eluding M. 
r his graſp. Prartantvs, almoſt finking at his feet, 1 
o was like a half. ſlaughtered victim, that eſcapes from 1 
che facred knife, and flies far from the altar. In | . 
m another moment AbRAs ros had terminated the fate ne 
„ot the Lacedæmonians. PrarLanTus, drenched in 1 
V his own blood, and that of the ſoldiers fighting about fl 4 
be him, hears the ſhouts of TELEMACHCS as he ad- 1 
. © vanced to his aid. That moment his life reyived ; the 11 
n- | > <oud beginning to overſpread his eyes, diſperſed. The 1 
1 Daunians, finding themſelves unexpectedly attacked 1 
1 behind, quitted Pt ALAN Tus to oppoſe a more dan- 2 
de Lerous enemy. ADRASTUS raged like a tiger from 1 
- | whom aſſembled ſhepherds tear the prey he was juſt i 
he ready to devour. TELEMACH¹us ſought him in the {0 
e Crowd, deſigning to end the war at a ſtroke, by deli- it 
he if \ vering the allies from their implacable enemy. fl 


en But JerirzR would: not give to the ſon of ULYs- 
Il Tow fo eaſy and fo cheap a victory; even Minerva 
** willing he ſhould undergo ſtill further hardſhips, 
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to learn the better how to govern mankind. The 


ful ſhades of night: a heavy rain, which immediately 

ſucceeded, compelled the armies to ſeparate. 
AbRAsrus availed himſelf of the interpoſition of 
the gods, without being affected with their power; 
and by this ingratitude deſerved to be doomed t 
heavier vengance. He quickly made his troops file 
off between the half-burnt camp and a moraſs that 
extended to the river; this he did with ſuch dex- 
terity and expedition, that this very retreat plainly 
proved his great abilities and preſence of mind. The 
allies, animated by TELEMAcHvus, endeavoured t0 
purſue him : but, favoured by the ſtorm, he eſcaped; 
as a bird, light of wing, eſcapes from the net of tht 
fowler. The allies now thought only of returning to 
their camp, and of retrieving their damage. On en. 
tering it, they beheld the moſt ſhocking fight that wi 
preſents. The fick and the wounded, too weak 00 
crawl out of their tents, were unable to preſern 
themſelves from the flames : they appeared halt-burn!, 
uttering to heaven, with plaintive, dying voices, tit 
moſt piteous ſhrieks. TELEMacyuus was deep) 
ſtruck, he could not refrain tears; often he turned he 
eyes aſide, overcome by horror and compaſſion. H 
could not ſee without ſhuddering thoſe yet living bo- 
dies doomed to a lingering painful death; who reici 
bled the fleſh of victims burnt on the altars, and 
whoſe {ſmell ſpreads all around. Alas!“ faid I. 
'LENACHUS, “ theſe are the horrors attending vir | 
| a Þ 
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impious ADRASTUs was therefore preſerved by the 1 
; father of the gods, that TELEMAChus might hae 
time to acquire more glory and more virtue. A thick © * 
cloud, condenſed by JuriTER in the air, ſaved the / s 
Daunians ; frightful thunder announcing the will of 3 | 
the gods. One would have thought the eternal domes 7 
of lofty Olympus was falling on the heads of feebe ! 
mortals ; lightnings cleft the cloud from pole wo 
pole; while the moment the eye was dazzled by tho! * 
piercing fires, all was again enveloped in the dread. 3 | 
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What blind fury excites wretched mortals ! Their | 


5 life is but of few days, thoſe days miſerable ; why 1 


U advance death, already ſo near? why add ſo many 


5 


dreadful calamities to the bitterneſſes with which the 


—— 


* 
— 
— — —H— — _—_— ” — 
"A L - — — 


| gods have filled this life fo fleeting ? Men are all \ 9 
| ' brethren, yet they tear each other - wild beaſts are leſs [1 
„ cruel. Lions war not againſt lions, nor tigers againſt if 
© © tigers; they attack only animals of other ſpecies. Man Wt. 
p alone, ſpite of his reaſon, does what irrational animals | 
never did. And wherefore wars? Is there not land . 
„enough on earth for all its inhabitants to enjoy all | 
0 they can cultivate? How many lands are unculti- 0 
| © vated! More than mankind can occupy. What then! 11 
flilſe glory, the vain title of conqueror, which a prince Wh 
, | © folicits, lights up the flames of war through extenſive | 
countries! Thus one man, given to the world in anger 1 
by the gods, barbarouſly facrifices ſo many others to | 
„is vanity. All muſt periſh; all muſt ſwim in blood; | 
„all muſt be conſumed by fire; all who eſcape the fire 1 
and the ſword muſt be deſtroyed by ſtill more cruel 1 
» famine; to the intent that this man, who ſports ll 
1 with all human nature, may indulge, in this general ii 
1 deſolation, his pleaſure and glory. What horrid glory 1 
Can men who have thus forgotten humanity, be ſuffi- 7 
„ © cently deſpiſed and deteſted? No, no; very far from | Fl 
„being demi-gods, they are not even men: they ought 1 
„do be held in execration by future ages, from whom 1 
e they expected admiration. Oh ! how cautious ought | 
„ kings to be about engaging in wars! They muſt be 

« Juſt ; that is not enough, they muſt be neceſſary for 

11 the public good. The blood of a people ſhould not be 

| 7 ſhed but in extreme neceſſity, to ſave that people. 

1 | 1 But flattering counſels, falſe notions of glory, idle 

„ > J<louſies, unjuſt avidity, diſguiſed under ſpeclous 

„ Pretexts; in fine, inconſiderate engagements almoſt 

i 7 aways miſlead kings into wars, which render them- 

. {elves miſerable, wherein they unneceſſarily hazard 

mn their dominions, and whereby they do equal miſchief 

m 0 ſubjects as to enemies.” Such were the reflections 


Oosz of 
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of Tx-LEMAcnvs. But he was not contented. with 
lamenting the fatal effects of war; he endeavoured 
alſo to alleviate them. He viſited, in perſon, the 
ſick and dying in their tents, ſupplied them with 
money and medicines, comforted them, encouraged 
them by very friendly ſoothing words; and those 
whom he could not viſit in perſon, he fent others 10 
viſit. 

Among the Cretans accompanying him were two 
old men, one named TRAUMAPTHIL Us, and the othcr 
Nozor Huss. TRAUMATHILus had been at the 
ſiege of Troy with IDoMEN EUS, and had learned cſ 
the ſons of ¶Æſculapius the divine art of curing wounds, 
He poured into the deepeſt and the moſt rankling 
wounds a fragrant liquid which conſumed the fungors 
mortiſied fleih, without neceſſity of incition ; "and 
quickly ſupplied its place with new fleſh, more ſound 
and beautiful than the firſt. As for Nozornvcrs, 
he never had ſeen the ſons of MAMſculapius; but he ha 
procured, by the help of Merion, a ſacred and my!- 
terious book, which AÆſculapius had left to his {or 
He was alſo favoured by the gods; he had com- 
poſed hymns in honour of the children of Latona, 
and offered daily a white ſheep without blemiſh t 
Apollo, by whom he was often inſpired. At firſt fight 
of a patient he knew by his eyes, by his complexion, 
by the colour of his ſkin, by the conformation of his 
body, by his reſpiration, the cauſe of his diſtemper. 
Sometimes he preſcribed ſudorifics; and thewed, by 
the effects of ſweating, how much perſpiration faci- 
litated or obſtructed, relieves or diſorders the bodily 
machine z ſometimes, | in conſumptive caſes, he ordered 
certain draughts, which ſtrengthened by degrecs the 
noble parts, and reſtored men to youthful vigour b 
ſweeten ng their blood. But he maintained that it 
was from want of reſolution and virtue men had 
ſo often need of phyſic. It is a ſhame to men, 
ſaid he, that, they have ſo many diſeaſes; for vi! 


ruous manners produce health. Their intemperance, 
con- 
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continued he, converts into deadly poiſon the ali- 


ments intended for the ſupport of life. Pleaſures 


immoderately taken ſhorten the lives of men more 
than medicines can prolong them. The poor are more 
ſeldom ſick from want of food, than the rich from 


over indulging. Viands too palatable, and apt to 
provoke excels, rather poiſon than nourith. Re- 
medies themſelves are real evils, and injure the con- 


ſtitution; they ſhould therefore never be taken but 


by abſolute. neceſſity. The great medicine, ever 1n- 


nocent and uſeful, is ſobriety, temperance in plea- 


ſures, tranquillity of mind, exerciſe of body. Hence 


we make pure and wholeſome blood, and diſſipate 


all ſuperfluous humours.” Thus was the ſage No- 


zopHUGUs leſs admirable for his remedies than for 


the regimen he preſcribed to prevent diſeaſes, and 


render remedies unneceſſary. 


TEeLEMACHUs {ent theſe two men to viſit the ſick 


of the army: many they cured by medicine, but 


many more by the care they took that they thould 
be properly attended; inſiſting they ſhould be kept 


clean, by ſuch cleanlineſs preventing bad air ; making 


them obſerve a very ſtrict ſobriety of regimen in their 


convaleſcence. All the ſoldiers, penetrated with TI. 
' LEMACH US's attention, gave thank to the gods for hav- 


ing ſent him into the army. He is not a man,” 


aid they ; © he is undoubtedly ſome beneficent divi- 
* hity in human ſhape. Ar leaſt, if he is a man, he 


reſembles other men leſs than he does the gods, ſee- 


ing he reſides on earth only to do good. He is till 
more admirable for humanity and good-narure than 


SO 


- valour. Oh could we have him for our king | but the 


gods intend him for ſome more happy nation, whom 


they love, and among whom they deſign to revive the 
golden age.” Theſe praiſes TELEMACHus heard as he 
went by night to viſit the different quarters of the 
camp, in precaution againſt the ſtratagems of ADRAS- 
ros; therefore they could not be ſuſpected of flattery, 
as thoſe which ſycophants often give princes to their 


face, 
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face, concluding they have neither modeſty nor de. 
licacy, and that to gain their favour requires only 
immeaſurable praiſe. The fon of ULYsszs could 
only enjoy what was true ; he could bear no praiſes 
but ſuch as were given him in ſecret, out of his hear. 
ing, and ſuch as he had actually deſerved. To thele hi; 
heart was not inſenſible; he felt that pleaſure, fo pure 
and pleafant, the gods have attached only to virtue, and 
which the vicious, never having felt it, can neither 
1magine or believe : but he did not abandon himſelf 
to this pleaſure; immediately he recollected crowds 
of faults and follies he had committed ; he bethought 
himſelf of his natural haughtineſs and indifference 
about others; he was ſecretly aſhamed of his 1nſenh- 
bility, and want of ſympathy. To the wife Mi. 
NERVA he acknowledged himſelf indebted for all the 
glory he had acquired, undeſervedly, as he ſuppoſed. 

It was you, O great goddeſs,” faid he, © who 
gave me MENTOR to inſtruct me, and to correct my 
naturally bad diſpoſition. It was you who gave me un. 
derftanding to profit by my faults, to be dithdent of 


myſelf, to reſtrain my impetuous paſſions. It was you 


who made me feel the pleaſure of relieving the unhap- 
Py : but for you, I had been hated, and deſervedly; 
but for you, I ſhould commit irretrievable errors; | 
ſhould be like a child who, not knowing his weak. 
neſs, quits his mother, and falls at his very firſt ſtep. 

NESTOR and PHilocTtETEs were aſtoniſhed to {et 
TELEMuACHus become {o kind, good-natured, {ym- 
pathizing, and obliging ; fo ready to aſſiſt others 
and fo ingenious in obviating their wants; Une! 
knew not what to think; they could not confide! 
him as the fame man. What turpriſed them mor 
was, the care he took of H1eetas's funeral; I 
went himſelf, and brought his corſe, all bloody and 
disfigured, from where it lay whelmed under a hea} 
of dead bodies. He ſhed pious tears over it, & 
claiming: O illuſtrious ſhade | thou now know"! 


how much I eſteem thy valour. It is true thy havghtt 
| nels 
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* neſs provoked me, but thy failings aroſe from youth- 
ful ardour. I know well what need of pardon has that 
* ſeaſon of life: we ſhould have been in future united 
by fincere friendſhip : I alſo was to blame. O gods, 
why did ye ſnatch him from me, before I had time 
to force him to love me?“ TELEMACHUs then or- 
dered the body to be waſhed with odoriferous liquors; 


then a funeral pile was prepared by his order The 


lofty pines, groaning under the ſtrokes of the ax, 
were rolled down the ſides of the mountains. The 


* oaks, thoſe ancient ſons of the earth, that ſeemed 


to menace heaven; the tall poplars, the wild aſh- 
trees, whole green tops are bedecked with a luxuri- 


' ance of leaves; and beeches, that are the glory of 


| the foreſts, were felled, and conveyed to the banks 
of the river Galeſus. There, in great order, aroſe 


2 pile reſembling a regular building; the flame be- 
gan to appear, and a cloud of ſmoke to aſcend towards 


heaven. The Lacedæmonians advanced with flow, {ad 


ſteps, pikes reverſed, and downcaſt eyes; their fierce 


- countenances expreſſed the bittereſt ſorrow, and they 
* ſhed floods of tears. Then came PHERECIDESs, an 


old man, ſinking not ſo much under the weight of 


years, as of grief that he ſurvived HIYPIAS, who had 
been his pupil from his infancy : his hands were raiſed 
toward heaven, his eyes bathed in tears. Since the 
, death of Hiyreias, he had refuſed nouriſhment; 
nor had balmy fleep once cloſed his eyes, or ſuſpended 


his anguiſh for a moment: he moved with trem- 


bling ſteps, following the crowd, not knowing whi- 


ther he went. Not a word proceeded from his 


| mouth : his heart was too full; he was ſilent through 
dejection and deſpair. But when he ſaw the pile on 


fire, he ſeemed diſtracted; he exclaimed: © O Hie- 
PIAS, FlipPiAs ! I ſhall ſee you no more; Hieelas 
15 no more, but I yet live! O my dear Hieelas, it 
was 1, cruel pitileſs I, who taught you to deſpiſe 


z death ; I had hoped your hands ſhould cloſe my eyes, 
and that you ſhould: receive my laſt ſigh. O cruel 


gods 
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gods] you have prolonged my life, that I might ſce 
the death of Hiep1as! O my dear child, whom ! 
nurſed, for whom I was fo anxious; I ſhall fee 
you no more! but I ſhall fee your mother, who will 
die of forrow, reproaching me with your death, |] 
{hall ſee your young ſpoule beating her breaſt, tearing 
her hair; and of this I ſhall be the cauſe. O dear 
ſhade, call me to the banks of Styx; light is odiouz 
to me. You alone, my dear Hiep1 as, do I deſire to 
ſee. Hiyezas! Hipetas! O my dear Hipeias! | 
yet hve but to render the laſt duty to your athes,” 
Then appeared the body of young Hi IAS, ſtretched 
on a bier, adorned with purple, gold, and filver; 
death, though it had cloſed his eyes, had not bcen 
able entirely to efface his beauty; and the graces fiill 
faintly played on his faded face. About his inowy 
neck, that reclined on his ſhoulder, hung his long 
black hair, more beautiful than that of Atys or Ga- 
nymede, though deſtined now to be reduced to 
aſhes: and in his fide was ſeen the deep wound 
through which his blood had flowed, and which has 
tranſmitted him to the gloomy realm of Pluto. 
TELEMACHvUs, dejected and ſorrowful, walked 
cloſe behind the body, ſtrewing flowers upon it. When 
arrived at the funeral pile, the ſon of ULyssts could 
not fee the flames conſume the robes which enwrap: 
ped the body, without ſhedding tears anew. Adieu, 
laid he, © magnanimous Hiyy1as ! for I dare not 
call thee friend; be pacified, O ſhade, who haſt me. 
rited ſo much glory ! If I did not love thee, | ſhould 
envy thy happineſs; thou art delivered from the 
miſeries to which we are ſtill expoſed ; thou haſt let 
us in the moſt glorious manner. Oh were I fot 
end my days! May thy ſhade find no obſtruction 
from the river Styx ; may the Elyſian fields be open 
to receive thee ; may fame tranſmit thy name to eve!) 
age; and may thy aſhes reſt in peace!“ | 
Scarce had he uttered theſe words, intermingled 
with ſighs, when all the army wept aloud; deep!) 
Wn 5 affected 
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affected for HIP IAS, whoſe great actions they re- 


counted. Grief for his loſs made them recollect all 
his good qualities, and overlook his faults, into 
which he was mifled, by the impetuoſity of youth, 
and bad education. But they were ſtill more affected 
with the generous ſympathy of TELEMACHOS. © Is 
that then,” ſaid they, © the young Greek, ſo haugh- 
ty, proud, diſdainful, intractable ? See how gentle, 
humane, and compaſhonate he is become! Doubtleſs, 
Minerva, who fo greatly loved his father, loves him 
alſo :: doubtleſs, ſhe has beſtowed on him the moſt 
valuable gifts which the gods can confer on men, by 
giving him, together with wiſdom, a heart {ſuſceptible 
of friendſhip.” 

The body being now conſumed by the flames, 
TELEMACHUs, himſelf, ſprinkied the yet ſmoking 
aſhes with odoriferous liquors; then he depoſited them 
in a golden urn, which he crowned with tlowers, 
and carried to PHALANTUS. That chief was debili- 
tated, pierced with many wounds ; and by reaſon of 
his extreme weakneſs had a near view of the gloomy 


gates of Tartarus. TRAUuMAaPniluUs and NozoPHUs- - 


GUs, ſent by the ſon of ULysses, had already given 
him all the relief that art afforded. They recalled 
gradually his almoſt departing foul : new ſpirits in- 
ſenſibly re- animated him; a mild and penetrating 
energy, a balſam of lite, diffuſed itſelf through every 
Vein, to the inmoſt recefles of his heart; and che- 
riſhing warmth ſnatched him from the icy arms of 
death. The moment weakneſs was counteracted, grief 
ſucceeded; he began to feel the loſs of his brother, 
which his condition hitherto had prevented his feel- 
ing. © Alas,” ſaid he, why all theſe pains to fave 
my life? Had I not better die, and follow my dear 
Hiee1as ? Iſaw him fall cloſe by me: O Hiyeras! 
Joy of my life, my brother, my dear brother, thou 
art no more; no more chen ſhall I ſee thee, nor hear 
thee, nor embrace thee, nor impart to thee my griets ; 
nor comfort thee in thine. O gods, enemies of man- 
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kind! there is no HieP1as for me! is it poſſible ? i; 
it not a dream? No, it is but too true. O Hi. 
PIAS | I have loſt thee, I ſaw thee fall! I muſt then 
live, at leaſt till I have revenged thy death; I will 
ſacrifice to thy manes the cruel AprasTvus, ſtained 
with thy blood.” 

While PfALAN Tus thus exclaimed, the two divine 
men endeavoured to aſſuage his grief, leſt it ſhould 
irritate his wounds, and defeat the effects of their me. 
dicines. Suddenly he ſaw TELEMACHs advancing 
toward him. Then was his heart aflailed by two con- 
trary paſſions ; he maintained a reſentment of what had 
paſſed between TELEMAcHus and HiPPIAS : this re. 
ſentment was ſharpened by his grief for the death of 
HiePlias. On the other hand, he could not be ig- 
norant that he owed the preſervation of his life to 
TELEMACHvUs, who had delivered him all bloody, and 
half dead, from the hands of AprRasTUs. But when 
he ſaw the golden urn, in which the aſhes of his dear 
brother were depoſited, he ſhed a flood of tears, em- 
bracing TxLEMAcnvs, but unable to ſpeak ; at 
length, however, with a languiſhing voice, broken 
with ſighs, he ſaid : “ Worthy ſon of ULyssts, your 
virtue compels me to love you ; I owe to you what 
remains of life, almoſt extinct; but I owe you ſome: 
thing ſtill dearer. But for you, my brother's body had 
been the prey of vultures ; but for you, deprived of 
ſepulchre, his melancholy ſhade had been wander. 
ing on the banks of Styx, perpetually repulſed by un- 
relenting Charon. Muſt I owe ſo much to a man 
whom 1 ſo much hated ? O gods! reward him, and 
deliver me from a life ſo wretched. As for you, I. 
LEMACHUs, beſtow on me the laſt duties, as you 
beſtowed them on my brother, that your glory ma) 
be complete.“ So ſaying, he ſunk down, {wooning 
with exceſs of grief. TELEMACHs ſtood by him, 
not daring to ſpeak till he ſhould come to humtelt 
Soon recovering from his ſwoon, PHALANTUS tos 
the urn from the hands of TEe.EemMacuus, Killed |: 

| {even 
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ſeveral times, and watered it with his tears.“ O dear, 
O precious aſhes,” cried he, „when ſhall mine be 
depofited with you in the ſame urn? O ſhade of 
HieepiAs, I follow thee to the internal regions; 
TELEMACHUS will avenge us both.” 

Nevertheleſs, by the care and ſkill of the two men 
who poſſeſſed the ſcience of AÆſculapius, PHALAN TUS 
grew better daily. TELEMACHUS always attended 
him with the phyſicians, to excite their attention in 
forwarding his cure ; and the whole army much more 
admired his goodneſs of heart, in thus ſuccouring his 
orcateſt enemy, thah his wiſdom and valour, diſ- 
played by ſaving in battle the army of the allies. In 
the mean time, TELEMAcHus was indefatigable in 
the moſt laborious military duties: his ſleep was 
ſcanty, and that often interrupted, either by the ad- 
vices he received every hour of the night, as well as 
day, or by viſiting all quarters of the camp, which he 
never did twice ſucceſſively at the ſame hour, the 
better to ſurpriſe thoſe who failed in vigilance. He 
ten returned to his tent all over ſweat and duſt ; his 
diet was plain; he lived like the common ſoldiers, to 
{ct an example of ſobriety and patience. The camp 
being but indifferently ſupplied with proviſions, he 
thought his voluntary ſubmiſſion to equal hardſhips 
and inconveniences, might contribute to check the 
murmurs of the ſoldiers. His body, far from being 
weakened by ſuch a laborious life, became ſtronger 
and hardier every day: thoſe tender, delicate graces, 
that are, as it were, the flowers and bloſſoms of youth- 
tul ſpring, began to diſappear ; his complexion grew 
browner and more manly ; his limbs more nervous 
and elaſtic, | 


END OF THE SEVENTEENTH BOOK. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE EIGHTEEN TH BOOK, 
TELEMACHUS, i convinced by ſeveral dreams 


be had, that his father was no longer upon earth, puts 
in execution the deſigu he bad formed in going in queſt if 
him to the infernal regions. He privately withara::s 
from the camp, atlended by two Cretans, as far as « 
temple, near the famous cavern of Acherontia : thriugh 
which he paſjes in the dark ; arrives upon the benis f 
Slyx, and is iaken by Charon into his beat. Jie they 
goes and prejents himſelf before Pluto, «whom he fd; 
Aiſpeſed to let him proceed in queſ# of bis father; in 
confequence of which he traveiſes Tartarus, and is 1 
ſpertator of the torments which the ungrateful, Hie 
critical, and perjured, but eſpecially bad Kings, ate 
doomed 10 ſuffer. | 
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THE EIGHTEENTH BOOK. 


1 


ADR AST Us, whole troops had ſuffered con- 
: fiderably in the engagement, had withdrawn be- 
hind the mountain Aulon, to wait for new reinforce- 
ments, and to watch an opportunity of again fur- 


N 


priſing his enemies. Like a famiſhed lion, which 


driven from a ſheep- fold, and returning to the gloomy 
foreſts, retreats to his den, where, ſharpening his 


teeth and claws, he waits a favourable opportunity to 
| deſtroy all the flocks. | 


5 


TE:LEMACHvus, having taken care to eſtabliſh ſtrict 


diſcipline throughout the camp, turned all his thoughts 
toward executing a deſign he had formed, but con- 


ccaled from all the chiefs of the army. He had, for 


$a conſiderable time, been diſturbed every night by 


dreams, repreſenting his father ULYssEs. That dear 


image ever returned toward the end of night, before 
Aurora came with early rays, to drive from heaven 


the roving ſtars; from earth, ſoft ſleep followed by 
fluttering dreams. Sometimes he fancied he ſaw 
$ULYsSses in ſome happy iſland, naked, in a meadow 
bedecked with flowers, en the banks of a river, en- 
compaſſed by nymphs, who threw him garments to 


cover himſelf. Sometimes he thought he heard him 
ſpeaking in a palace glittering throughout with gold 
and ivory, where men crowned with flowers liſtened 
to him with pleaſure and admiration. Often ULy s- 
SES ebe ſuddenly at a feaſt, where burſts of joy 
heightened the delicacies; and where the ſoft me- 
lody of a voice accompanied a lyre, more raviſhing 
than the lyre of Apollo, or the voices of the Mules. 
Theſe agreeable dreams rendered TELEMACHUS me- 
lancholy when awake. © O my father! O my dear 


3 . 
laher ULyssxs !” would he exclaim : © the moſt 


rizhiful dreams would be more grateful to me. Thele 
6 | images 


— 


man A—_e—_c— 


— 
* auge 


. 


e 


. 
* 8 
—— 


———_—_— Reo: 


ay ov — — n g x — <4 wy - ” - 
3 „ . 3 eB a7 . 
Aer — : l 
* * - . 2 >. hs 4 - — LIES - 


— 
— 


* 


LAID 
£4. - 22 5 N 
„1 & — 
= * 
7 — —. 
— 


— 
— 


£4 * i 7 af 


a 
> ES 
% « 


— 
+ d 
— Js 


* 7 


o 
1 te —x nw 2 mw 


— — 
« . 7 = 
4 8 
REDS 3 
or War 
WT — 
* 


294 THE ADVENTURES 


images of felicity indicate to me your deſcent to the 
reſidence of happy ſouls, where the gods reward their 
virtues by eternal tranquillity. Methinks I ſee the 
Elyſian fields. O how afflictive is the loſs of hope 
What! O my dear father! I ſhall ſee you no more! 
No more embrace him who loved me ſo tenderly, and 
whom I ſeek with ſo much hardſhip ! No more hear 
that voice which ſpoke ſo wiſely ! No more kiſs thoſe 
hands, thoſe dear hands, thoſe victorious hands, that 
have overthrown ſuch multitudes of enemies] they 
will not take vengeance on the preſumptuous lovers 
of PENELOPE ; nor will Ithaca ever emerge from 
ruin. O ye gods, enemies of my father! ye ſend me 
theſe fatal dreams to deprive my heart of all hope! 't 
depriving me of life. No, I cannot longer live in this 
uncertainty. What do I fay ! alas! I am but too cer 
tain that my father is no more; I will ſeek his ſhade 
even in the infernal regions. Thither Theſeus de- 
ſcended ſafely, the audacious, impious Theſeus, who 
would have inſulted the infernal deities ; whereas | 
go conducted by filal duty. Hercules deſcended thi- 
ther : I am not Hercules ; but glorious 1s the attempt 
to imitate him. Orpheus, by the recital of his mi 
fortunes, moved the heart of that god, who 1s repre- 
ſented as inexorable ; he obtained from him the return 
of Eurydice to life: I rather deſerve compaſhon 
than Orpheus; for my doſs is greater: who can com- 
pare a young woman, equalled by ſo many others, t0 
the ſage ULyssEs, admired by all Greece. Come, 


if I muſt, let me die. Wheretore fear death, when 


life is ſo full of ſufferings? O Pluto! O Proſerpine 
I ſhall ſoon experience whether you are fo pitiles 
as you are deſcribed. O my father ! after having 
vainly traverſed ſea and land in queſt of you, I vil 
ſce whether you are not in the diſmal manſions of 
the dead. If the gods deny me your company en 
earth, enjoying the light of the ſun, perhaps they wil 
not deny me at leaſt the fight of your ſhade in the 
calm of night.“ 
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$ ſaying, TELEMACHs watered his couch with 
his tears; then he aroſe, and endeavoured to aſſuage 
by the light that violent forrow which theſe dreams 
occaſioned. But it was an arrow which had 
pierced his heart, and which he carried every where 
with him. Thus afflicted, he reſolved on deſcending 
to the infernal regions, by a celebrated ſpot, not far 
from the camp, called Acherontia ; becauſe here was 
a frightful cavern, through which lay a deſcent to 
the banks of Acheron, that river, by which the gods 
themſelves fear to ſwear. The city ſtood on a 
rock, like a neſt in the top of a tree: at the foot 
of this rock appeared the cavern, which timorous 
mortals durſt not approach. The ſhepherds caretully 
turned away their flocks: the ſulphureous ſteam 
from the Stygian lake, that aroſe perpetually through 
this opening, infected the air. Around it grew 
neither graſs nor flowers; never were felt the gentle 
zephyrs; never were ſeen the opening beauties of 
ſpring, or the rich fruits of autumn. The ground 
was parched and blaſted; the only vegetables teen 
were tome leaflets ſhrubs, and melancholy cyprefles. 
Far, even all around, Ceres refuſed her golden har 
veſts to the huſbandmen. Bacchus ſeemed to promite 
his delicious fruit in vain ; the grapes, inſtead of 
ripening, ſhrivelled. The weeping Naiads poured 
no tranſparent ſtream; their waters were ever bitter 
and muddy. Never did the birds ſing in this forlorn 
country, over-run with briars and thorns; nor could 
they find a grove for their retreat: to ſing their 
IDEs lays they tought a happier clime. No- 
thing here was heard but the croaking of ravens, 
and the diſmal hooting of owls. The very grats 

was bitter; the flocks that fed on it never felt that 
pleaſing ſenſation which renders them lively. The 
bull ayoided the heifer ; the def jected ſwain forgot the 
flute or oaten pipe. From time to time iſſued from 
this cavern a black thick ſmoke, producing a kind of 
night in mid day. The netghbouring people then 
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redoubled their facrifices to pacify the infernal dei. 
ties: but often men in the flower of their age, or in 
their tendereſt years, were the only victims which 
thoſe cruel divinities took pleaſure in facrificing 
by a fatal contagion, Here TELEMACHUs reſolve 
to ſeek a paſlage to the gloomy realm of Pr uo, 


MixkRVA, who continually watched over him, and] 


covered him with her #g1s, had pre-diſpoſed PLero 
in his favour : even JueITER, at the requeſt of Mi. 


NERVA, had ordered MERCURY, who daily deſcend; Þ 


into the infernal regions to deliver*to CHARON a cer. 


tain number of ghoſts, to tell the monarch of the 


dead, that he ſhould admit the ſon of ULYssts into 
his domintons. 


TELEMAcHvs withdrew from the camp by night; 


walking by moon-light, he invoked that powerful 


divinity, who in heaven is the brigheſt luminary af? 


night, on earth the chaſte Diana, in hell the terrible 
Hecate. That goddeſs was propitious to his pray- 
ers, becauſe his heart was pure, and becauſe he was 
actuated by the filial duty which a ſon owes tus 


- fathew Scarce had he approached the entrance cf 
the cavern ere he heard the ſubterranean empire F 


groan ; earth ſhook under him; heaven ſeemed 


armed in lightning, and flames darted at the earth. | 
The young ſon of ULyssEs felt his heart palpitate, | 


his whole body was covered with a cold ſweat ; yet lis 
courage {ſupported him: he lifted his hands and eyes 
to heaven; and exclaimed ; * Great gods! I thank. 
fully accept theſe prelages, which I hope are happy; 
complete your work.” This ſaid, he quickened his 
pace, and advanced boldly, The thick ſmoke, that 


rendered fatal to all animals the entrance of the 


cavern, immediately diſperied ; and the poiſoncus 
ſmell ceaſed a little while. TeLkMachus entered 
alone; what other mortal had dared to to10 
him? Two Cretans, to whom he had commun, 
cated his defign, and who had accompanied him 
a certain diſtance trom the Cavern, remained in 
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"temple a good way off, trembling, and half dead, 
putting up vows, hopeleſs of ſeeing TELEMACHUS 
#again. The ſon of ULyssEs in the mean time, ſword 
in hand, deſcended into theſe horrid ſhades: ſoon he 
®perceives a dull, feeble glimmering, like what ap- 
pears on earth during night; he obſerves a multitude 
of flitting ghoſts hovering about him; theſe he diſ- 
perſes with his ſword : then he deſcries the melan- 
choly banks of the marſhy lake, whoſe thick heavy 
waters ſlumber in ſluggiſh eddies. On the bank he 
found an infinite crowd of ſhades of thoſe unburied, 
who in vain preſented themſelves to the pitileſs Cx a- 
Rox. That god, whoſe eternal old age is ever churliſh 


and moroſe but vigorous, threatened them, and drove 


them away, but admitted the young Greek into his 
boat. On ſtepping into it, TELEMACHus hearing the 
groans of a ſhade utterly inconſolable, thus addreſſed 
it: © Whence ariſes your grief? Who was you 
upon earth ?” „J was,” replied the ſhade, © Na- 
*BOPHARZAN, king of proud Babylon: all nations 
of the Eaft trembled at the very mention of my 
name; I made the Babylonians pay me divine wor- 
* ſhip, in a temple of marble, where I was repreſented 
by a ſtatue of gold, before which they burned day 
and night the moſt coſtly perfumes of Æthiopia: 
never durſt any preſume to contradict me, without 
immediate puniſhment. Every day were new plea- 
ſures invented, to render my life more delightful ; 
I was ſtill young and robuſt: Alas ! what pleafures 
might I not ſtill have enjoyed on the throne ! but a 
> woman, of whom I was enamoured, though the loved 
not me, has made me thoroughly ſenſible I was no 
god; ſhe poiſoned me---I am now nothing: yeſter- 
day my athes were depoſited with pomp in a golden 
urn, amid great lamentation, and tearing of hair; 
nay, they even made a ſhew of throwing themſelves 
into the flames of my funeral pile to die with me; 
4 they ſtill go to howl and cry at the foot of a ſuperb 
monument wherein they have depoſited my alhes. 
1 Q q Yet 
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Yet nobody regrets me: even in my own family, my 
memory is execrated ; and here below I ſuffer moſt 
horrible inſults.” 

TELEMAcnvs, ſympathizing with his ſufferings, 
queſtioned him thus: * Was you really happy dur- 
ing your reign ? Did you experience that ſweet tran. 
quillity, without which the heart is always uneaſy and 
diſſatisfied in the midſt of mirth and pleaſure ?” 
No,“ replicd the Babylonian; *I do not even un- 
derſtand what you mean. The ſages extol that tran- 
quillity as the only good; but, as for me, I never 
felt it: my heart was perpetually agitated by new de. 
ſires, by hope and by fear. I endeavoured to ſtupify 
myſelf in tumults of paſſionate diſſipation; and 
aſſiduouſly promoted, to perpetuate if poſſible, this 
intoxication; the leaſt interval of ſedate reaſon had 
been too painful. Such was the tranquillity J en- 
joyed; all other appeared to me a fable, a dream; ſuch 
was the happineſs I regret.” So ſaying, the Babylonian 
wept, like a mean ſpirited prince, debauched by pro- 
ſperity ; and unaccuſtomed to ſupport adverſity with 
fortitude, He had about him {ſeveral ſlaves, ſlain to 
honour his funeral; Mercury conſigned them to 
CHAaRroN, with their king, and gave them abſolute 
power over him, whoſe ſlave they had been upon 
earth. The ghoſts of the ſlaves no longer feared that Þ 
of NABOPHARZAN, but held it in chains, and in- 
ſulted it with moſt cruel indignities. Were u: 
not men as well as you?“ ſaid one of them : Hon 
could you be fo irrational to fancy yourſelf a god; 
could. you forget that you was of the common race 0! 
men?“ Another inſolently told him: * You was right Þ 
to decline paſſing for a man; for you really was a 
monſter, void of humanity.” Another exclaimed: 
« Well, where are now your flatterers ? Unhapp) 
wretch | nothing have you now to give, nor can 
you do any harm: here you are, become the flave 
of your ſlaves. The gods are flow in enforcing ju. 


tice, but they never fail at laſt.” At theſe hart 
7 words, 


15, 
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| words, NABoPHARZAN threw himſelf on his face to 


the ground, tearing his hair in a tranſport of rage and 
deſpair. "But CHARON faid to the flaves : © Pull him 
by the chain, Jift him up in ſpite of his efforts : he 
ſhall not even have the conſolation of concealing his 
ſhame ; all the ghoſts of Styx muſt be witneſſes of it; 
to juſtify the gods for having ſuffered this impious 
man to reign ſo long upon earth. This, O Babylo- 
nian, is but the beginning of your woe; prepare for 
the ſentence of the inflexible Minos, judge of the 
dead.” While the terrible CHARON ſpoke thus, the 
boat reached the ſhore of the empire of PLuTo. All 


the ghoſts came flocking to ſee the living man, that 


appeared in the boat among the dead; but the mo- 
ment TELEMACHvUs ſet foot on land, they vaniſhed, 
like the. ſhades of night at the firſt beam of day. 
CnaRron, with a forehead leſs wrinkled, and eyes 
leſs fierce than ordinary, ſaid to the young Greek: 
“ Mortal, beloved by the gods! Since thou art 
permitted to enter the realm of night, inacceſſible 
to others while alive, proceed directly whither deſ- 
tiny calls thee ; by that gloomy path adyance to the 


palace of PLUTo, whom thou wilt find on his throne; 
he will ſuffer thee to viſit thoſe places, with whoſe 


ſecrets I am forbidden to acquaint thee,” TEILE.“ 
MACHUS immediately advanced with eager ſteps; he 
beheld, fluttering all around him, ghoſts more nu- 


merous than the ſands on the ſca-ſhore : the agitation 


of this infinite multitude, together with the profound 
ſilence of thoſe vaſt dreary regions, ſtruck him with 
ſupernatural horror. His hair ſtood on end as he 
approached the black abode of unpitying PLurTo ; 
his knees trembled under him ; his voice failed, 
hardly could he pronounce theſe words to the god: 
** You ſee, O tremendous deity, the ſon of the un- 


happy ULyssEs ; I come to. enquire of you, if my 
+ father is deſcended to your empire, or if he ſtill 
Wanders on earth?“ PLUTo was ſeated on a throne of 
1 ebony, his countenance pale and ſtern, his eyes hollow 


Q q 2 and 


* * wa — 
= 
oo — — * 
4 4 3 7 w 
i = lt we net re ᷑— ] ¼ — 2 — 
2 


— 
131 ths oe . 3a M»MaCI #4. 


TD — * 4 — » 


LES = — aw 


.” + a. 
Pe VC cc _ _ _ rj y[]} ] ec—_, WT TT 


's „ 


A 


ä 


” = 2 
2 

— — 
r — 


2 — »” » -g@—% — — N — - 
— 8 r A =>? 2 
ad at — — 1 
N FOS,. 1+ P ., Mee ates . 
4 
- — * Y $a » #4 
* ** wy Dna "_ 
Was * 4 N 


ve: 1 — re — 


. 


300 THE ADVENTURES 


and ſparkling, his forchead furrowed and frowning, 


the ſight of a living man was hateful to him, as light 


offends the eyes of animals accuſtomed to quit thei; 


retreats but at night. By his fide lat PRosEReIVI, 


who alone attracted his looks, and ſeemed a little ty 
ſoften his heart: ſhe poſſeſſed unfading charms ; bu; 
blended with her divine graces, ſomething of the au. 
ſterity and cruelty of her huſband. At the foot of the 
throne was pale devouring Death, whetting inceflantly 
its keen conſuming ſcythe; about it flew black Care, 
cruel Jealouſy, Revenge, all dropping with hlood, and 
covered with wounds; unjuſt Hatred, and Ayaricy 
preying on itſelf ; Deſpair, that tears itſelf with itz 
own hands; mad Ambition, that overturns all; Tres. 
chery, that thirſts for blood, and cannot enjoy the 
miſchiefs it has done; Envy, which ſcatters its mortal 
poiſon all around, tranſported with rage at its inability 
to 1njure ; Impiety, which digs for itſelf a bottom. 


leſs pit, into which it plunges without hope; hide; 


ops ſpectres; phantoms, which repreſent the dead tg 
terrify the living; frightful dreams; watchings equally 
cruel. All theſe horrid images ſurrounded grim PLuro, 
and ſwarmed throughout his palace. With a hollow 
voice, which echoed through the depths of Erebus, 
he thus replied to TELEMAcavus: * Young mortal, 
deſtiny hath impelled thee to violate this facred aſylum 
of the dead ; fulfil thy towering fate : I ſhall not tell 
thee where is thy father; it is enough thou art tree 
to ſeek him; as he was on earth a king, thou haſt but 
ro traverſe, on one hand, that part of gloomy Tartarus 
where wicked kings are punithed ; and on the other, 
the Elyſian fields where virtuous monarchs are re- 
warded : but thou canſt not go hence to the Eh. 
ſian fields without paſſing through Tartarus : thithe! 
haſte, and quickly quit my empire.” That inſtant 
TELEMACHus ſeemed to fly through thoſe vaſt emp!) 
ſpaces, ſo impatient was he to know if he ſhould 
find his father, and to quit the horrible preſence 0! 
that tyrant, who terrifies both the dead and the by: 

| ing. 
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ing. Shortly he perceived, near him, gloomy Tar- 
tarus; whence iſſued a thick black ſmoke, whoſe 


a 2 ſtench would be mortal, was it to over- 


pread the abodes of the living. This ſmoke con- 


* cealed a river of fire, and whirlpools of flame, whoſe 
* roaring was like that of the moſt impetuous torrents, 
when they ruſh from the ſummits of the higheſt rocks 


| fearleſs entered t 


to the deep abyſs below, ſo that nothing could be 
eard diſtinctly in theſe diſmal regions. 
e ſecretly animated by Minerva, 


e gulph. Here he obſerved a great 
number of men, who had occupied the loweſt ſtations 


of life, and were puniſhed for having ſought wealth 


by fraud, treachery, and cruelty. He ſaw alſo many 


impious hypocrites, who pretending to love religion, 
had uſed it as a ſpecious pretext to gratify their ambi- 


ion, and to impoſe on credulous perſons : theſe, wha 
had abuſed virtue itfglf, though the nobleſt gift of 


the gods, were puniſhed as the moſt abandoned of 


all men. Children who had deſtroyed fathers and 
; mothers, wives who had imbrued their hands in the 
© blood of their huſbands, traitors who had betrayed 
; their country and violated every oath, ſuffered tor- 


tures leſs than thoſe of hypocrites. So the three in- 


* ternal judges had determined and this was their rea- 
: lon: Hypocrites, not ſatisfied with being wicked as 
other bad men, muſt needs paſs for good, and by 
their fictitious virtue cauſe men tq miſtruſt what is 
genuine. The gods, whom they mocked, and whom 
they . contemptible in the eyes of men, with 


pleaſure employ their whole power to avenge the in- 


ſult. Near theſe appeared other men, whom the vulgar 
| Juppoſe not very guilty, but whom diyine vengeance 
purſues without mercy; theſe are the ungrateful ; 
ars; flatterers, who extolled vice; malignant cen- 
* ors, who endeavoured to tarniſh the pureſt virtue: 


ay 


finally, thoſe who raſhly judged of things without 


being thoroughly apprized of them, and thereby hurt 


dae reputation of the innocent. Of all ingratitude, 


that 
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that which regards the gods was puniſhed as the black. 
eſt. What,” ſaid Mixos, „ ſhall he be accounted 
a monſter who fails in acknowledgments to parent or 
friend, from whom ſome aſſiſtance has been received, 
and yet glories in being ungrateful to the gods, from 
whom he derives life, and all the advantages attend. 
ing it? Is not exiſtence more owing to them than to 
father and mother? The more crimes are excuſed 
and unpuniſhed on earth, the more inevitable and 
implacable is the vengeance that awaits them in the 
regions below.“ | 
TELEMACHvUs ſeeing the three judges fitting, and 
paſſing ſentence of condemnation on a man, ventur- 
ed to aſk them what his crimes were: immediately 
the convict took up the queſtion, and exclaimed : 
] never did any thing amiſs ; it was my delight to 
do good; I was magnificent, liberal, juſt, compat- 
ſionate; what can be laid to my charge?“ To this 
Mixos made anſwer: We charge you not with 
any thing in regard to men; but was not you more 
indebted to the gods than to men? What then is that 
juſtice of which you boaſt ? You have failed in no 
duty towards men ; but men are nothing. You have 
been virtuous ; but you have placed all your virtue 
to your own account, and not to the gods, whoſe gitt 
it was ; for you reſolved to enjoy the fruit of your 
own virtue, and to include all in yourſelf ; ſelf was 
your divinity : but the gods who made all things, 
and all things for themſelves, will not part with their 
rights: you forgot them, they will now forget you; 
they leave you to yourſelf, as you would be your 
own, not theirs. Find now, if you can, your con- 
ſolation in your own heart; you are now for ever fe- 
parated from men, whom you ſtudied to delight; you 
are now alone, with your idol ſelf. Know, there 1s 
no true virtue, without love and reverence for the 
ods, to whom all is due. Your falſe virtue, which 
ns dazzled the eyes of men, eaſily ,deceived, will 


now be. confounded, Men judging of vices and vir 
tues 
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tunes only by what ſuits or what oppoſes them, are 


blind both to good and evil. Here divine light re- 
verſes all their ſuperficial judgments, often condemn- 
ing what they admired, and mp, what they 
condemned.” At theſe words, the philoſopher, ſtruck 
as with a thunder-bolt, was to himſelf inſupportable: 
the complacency with which he formerly contemplated 
his own moderation, his fortitude, his generous in- 
clinations, changed to deſpair ; the view of his own, 
heart, at emnity with the gods, became his puniſh- 
ment. He fees himſelf, and cannot avoid ſeeing his 
himſelf ; he ſees the futility of human judgment, 
whoſe applauſe he fought in all his actions. A total 
revolution takes place within him, as if his heart was 
turned upſide down; he finds himſelf no longer the 
{ame ; every ſupport fails in his heart. His conſcience, 
whoſe teſtimony had been fo ſoothing, rifes up againſt 
him, and bitterly reproaches him with the bewildering 
illuſion of all his virtues, which had not the honour 
of the gods for their motive and end. He 1s con- 
tounded, diſtracted, overwhelmed with ſhame, remorſe, 
and deſpair. He was not tormented by the Furies, 
becauſe they thought it enough to deliver him over 


to himſelf, and that his own heart would amply 


avenge the deſpiſed gods. Unable to hide himſelf 
from his own conſcience, yet, to hide himſelf from the 
reſt of the dead, he ſeeks the moſt gloomy places ; 
he ſeeks darkneſs, but cannot find it; intruding light 
accompanics him every where; the piercing rays of 
truth, pervading his moſt ſecret haunts, puniſh him 
tor his former negle& of truth. Whatever he loved 
becomes hateful to him, as being the occaſion of his 
endleſs ſufferings. He ſays to himſelf: « O fool ! 


thou neither kneweſt the gods, nor mankind, nor 


thyſelf! No, I knew nothing, ſince I never loved the 
only true good ; my every ſtep was wandering ; my 
wildom was but folly; my virtue but a blind and 

impious pride: I was my own idol.“ 
At length TELEMAChus perceived the kings con- 
demned 
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demned for having abuſed their power: on one hand, 
an avenging Fury preſented to them a mirror, that 
reflected their vices in all their deformity. There, 
in ſpite of themſelves; they beheld their exceſſive 
vanity, greedy of the moſt ridiculous flattery; their 
obduracy toward mankind, whoſe happinefs it was 
their duty to promote; their 1hfenſibility to virtue; 
their dread of hearing truth ; their partiality to worth- 
leſs men and flatterers; their diffipation, ſloth, and in- 
dolence; their miſplaced diſtruſt ; their oftentation; 


their boundleſs magnificence, maintained by the ruin 


of their people; their ambition of purchaſing a little 
vain glory by the blood of their ſubjects : 1n fine, their 
cruelty in ſeeking daily new pleaſures, amid the tears 
and diſtreſſes f ſo many wretches. In this mirrot 
they inceſſantly beheld themſelves, and found them. 
ſelves more horrid monſters than the Chimera van: 
quiſhed by Bellerophon ; the Hydra of Lerna, de- 
ſtroyed by Hercules; or Cerberus himſelf, though 
from his three wide-extended mouths he vomits 4 
black venom, enough to poiſon the whole race of mor- 
tals on the earth. At the fame time, a ſecond Fury, 
on the other fide, inſultingly repeated to them all the 
praiſes which their flatterers had beſtowed on them 
during life; preſenting alſo another mirror, wherein 
they ſaw themſelves as repreſented by adulation: the 
contraſt of theſe two mirrors was the puniſhment of 
their vanity. It was remarked that the moſt worthlels 
of theſe kings were thoſe, who had received the moſt 
extravagant praiſes while alive; becauſe the wicked, 
more dreaded than the good, ſhameleſsly require the 
baſeſt flatteries from the poets and orators of thel! 
time. Their groans were heard amid theſe diſmal 
ſhades, where they could ſee only mortifying infults 
and deriſions: all around them diſguſts, oppoſes. 
confounds them. Whereas, on earth, they ſported 
with the lives of men, and pretended that all were 
made for their pleaſure ; in Tartarus they are aban- 


doned to all the caprices of certain ſlaves, who m_ 
them 


7 
% 


rhein feel in their turn the ſevereſt ſervitude ; they 
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obey in anguiſh, deprived of every hope that their 


condition ſhould become leſs inſupportable. Under 


the ſtripes of theſe ſlaves, now become their mercileſs 
tyrants, they reſemble an anvil beaten by the ham- 
mers of the Cyclops; when Vulcan urges them to 


work in the flaming furnaces of mount Etna. 


There T*LEMACHUs perceived pale, hideous, me- 
lancholy viſages; a black melancholy that corrodes 


the criminals z they abhor themſelves, yet can no 


more diſpel that horror than diveſt themſelves of their 
yery nature. They need no other puniſhment of their 
miſdeeds, than the miſdeeds themſelves, which they 


ſee inceflantly in all their enormity, and which pre- 


ſent themſelves to them, and purſue them like hi- 
deous ſpectres. To avoid theſe, they ſolicit a death 
more powerful than that which ſeparated them from 
their bodies; in their deſpair, they implore the aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſuch a death as might extinguiſh every 


thought and every perception. For concealment from 


the avenging light of truth, that ſtill perſecutes them, 
they deſire the abyſs to ſwallow them; but they are 
doomed to a ſlow vengeance, drop by drop falling on 
them, and inexhauſtible. That truth which they feared 
to ſee, becomes their puniſhment: they ſee it; their 
light is conſtantly occupied in beholding it riſing 
againſt them; the ſight of it enrages, diſtracts, con- 
founds them. Like lightning, without deſtroying any 
thing outwardly, it penetrates to the inmoſt bowels. 
As metal in a flaming furnace, the ſoul is, as it were, 
melted by this avenging fire; which, though it de- 
ſtroys the conſiſtence, yet conſumes not the ſubſtance; 
diſſolves the very firſt principles of life, yet without 
death. Torn from themſelves, they can find neither 
ſupport nor repoſe for a ſingle inſtant; ſeeming to 
Jive only as actuated by rage againſt themſelves, and 
by the extinction of hope which drives them to 
deſpair. | 

+ Among theſe objects, which made his hair ſtand 
| | 1 on 
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on end, TELEMAcnvs perceived divers ancient kinnf 


of Lydia, puniſhed, becauſe, inſtead of labouring fh 
the welfare of their people, which is the indiſpenſahl 
duty of ſovereigns, they adopted the pleafures of: 
ſoft effeminate life. Theſe monarchs were continual; 
reproaching each other with their blindneſs. On 


ſaid to another, who had been his fon : * Did not!! 
often charge you in my old age, and before nf 


death, to repair the evils my negligence had oca. 
fioned ?” “ Ah, wretched father!“ replied the for, 


* 1t is you who ruined me; your example taughÞ 


me pride, oſtentation, voluptuouſneſs, and inhums 


nity. By ſeeing you reign in ſuch effeminacy, aut 


with ſo many baſe flatterers about you, I accuſtome! 


myſelf to love pleaſure and adulation. I though 
other men were, in reſpect of kings, what horſes ard 


beaſts of burthen are in reſpe& of men; that is u 
ſay, animals not conſidered beyond their ſervices 0 


convenience. This I believed; from you ] learned ©} 
believe it; and now I ſuffer theſe pains for having il 
lowed your example.” To theſe reproaches they ad- 
ded the moſt dreadful imprecations, and ſeemed tn 


ported with rage to tear one another in pieces. Abou! 
theſe kings alſo flitted, like owls in the night, crue 


jealouſies, vain alarms, and diſtruſts, which avenzÞþ 
the people on the hard-heartedneſs of their kings; i. 
{atiable avarice; falſe glory, always tyrannical; ai} 
baſe ſloth, which doubles every evil without ce} 
yielding ſolid pleaſures. Of theſe kings, too, dien 


were ſeverely puniſhed, not for the ill they had dons 


but for omitting the good they ſhould have Coir 


All the crimes occaſioned by negligently executing d 
not enforcing the law, were imputed to the king 


who reign only that the laws may reign by their n- 
niſtry. To them alſo were imputed all the diforce"} 
ariſing from pomp and luxury, and other excel" 


which reduce men to deſperation, and prompt then 
by breaking the laws to acquire wealth. But tho 


kings eſpecially were puniſhed with rigour, wko, * 
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JI 


$:ad of being good and watchtul ſhepherds to their 
flocks, thought of nothing but fleecing them, like 
Venous WOLVES. 


But what amazed TELEMAcHt5 moſt, was to ſee, 


in this abyſs of darkneſs and nuſery, a great number 
of kings, who, though accounted tolerably good 
When on earth, had been condemned to the pains of 


Tartarus, for having {uffered themſelves to be go- 


gerned by artful wicked men. Theſe were puniſhed 
or the miſchiefs committed under the ſanction of 
their authority. The greater part of theſe kings had 


deen neither good nor bad; ſuch had been their 


Imbecility ; they never had been afraid of not know- 


Ing the truth; they never had poſſeſſed any reliſh 


for virtue, nor eſteemed it their pleaſure to do good, 


- 


END OF THE EICHTEENTH BOOK, 
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ARGUMENT OF THE NINETEENTH BOOK, 


TELEMACHUS enters the Elyſian fields, where be 
is known by ARCE$S1us his grandfather, who aſſures 
mim that his father ULysSEs ts fil aive; that be 
will ſee him again in Ithaca, and reig: -there after 
bim. ArCteslius gives bim an account of the haj- 
pineſs which the ſouls of the juſt enjov, eſpecially if 
good kings, who during their lives have ſerved de 
gods, and ſtudied to promote the we fare of their pecpli. 
He lets bim know that the heroes who excelled ly 
in the art of war, are ſeparated from the other's, ond 
leſs happy, He then takes ſome pains to inſtruct Ti- 
LEMACHUS, who immediately after ſets out, and males 


the beſt of bis way for the camp of the allies, 
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= . TELEMACHUS quitted theſe diſmal 
—&:? abodes, he found himſelf relieved, as if a 
= mountain had been taken off his breaſt: by ſuch 
= © relief he learned the miſery of thoſe confined to 
them, without hope of ever eſcaping ; he was ter- 
' nfied to ſee how much more rigorouſly kings were 
* puniſhed than other criminals. © What!“ {aid he, {o 
many duties, ſo many dangers, ſo many ſnares ; ſo 
many difficulties to diſcover truth, and to guard 
{againſt others, as well as one's ſelf! and, laſtly, 
| ſuch horrible woes in the regions below, after having 
been ſo envied, haraſſed, and plagued in a ſhort 
life! How mad is he who deſires to be king! 
Happy he who is ſatisfied with a quiet private life, 
wherein virtue is leſs difficult!“ Theſe reflections 
filled him with internal diſquiet. He ſhuddered, and 
was ſeized with a conſternation, by which he felt 
ſomething of the deſpair of thoſe wretches he had 
juſt conſidered : but, in proportion as he quitted that 
ä melancholy abode of darknets, horror, and deſpair, 
bis ſpirits began gradually to revive; he breathed 
more freely; and had a diſtant glimpſe of that 
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— | © heroes. Here was the reſidence of all thoſe good 
| kings who had ruled mankind ; apart from the reſt 
of the righteous. As in Tartarus wicked princes ſuf. 
tered puniſhment infinitely more rigorous than that 
of other bad men in private life, ſo good kings en- 
joyed in the Elyſian Fields a happineſs infinitely ſu- 
Perior to that of other men who had loved and prac- 
uſed virtue. TELEMACHUS advancing toward theſe 
kings, found them repoſing in fragrant bowers, on 
eds of turf, ever verdant, ever flowery. A thouſand 
Pure ſtreamlets watered theſe charming meads, pro- 
Y ducing 
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pure, mild ſplendor that enlightens the retreat of 
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ducing delicious coolneſs; an infinite number of 
birds warbled their ſweet notes in the re-echoing 
groves. Together were ſeen the flowers of ſpring freſh. 
blowing beneath the feet, with the richeſt fruits of 
autumn hanging from the trees, Here was never 
felt the dog-ſtar's heat; never here durſt the bleak 
north preſume to blow, producing winter's rigour, 
Neither blood-thirſty war, nor rancorous envy, that 
bites with venomed tooth (her breaſt and arms en- 
twined with vipers); nor jealouſies, nor diſtruſts, nor 
fear, nor vain deſires, did ever approach this bleſt abode 
of peace. Here day never ends; night, with its fable 
wings, is unknown: pure, ſerene, light diffuſes itself 
round the bodies of theſe juſt men, and encompaſſes 
them with its rays, as wich a garment. This light re- 
ſembles not that gloomy gleam which enlightens the 
eyes of wretched mortals, and which is but darkness 
Ic 15 rather celeſtial glory than light ; penetrating with 
more ſubtlety the denſeſt bodies, than the rays of the 
ſun pervade the pureſt cryſtal ; never dazzling ; on 
the contrary, ſtrengthening the eyes, and imparting 
unſpeakable ſerenity into the inmoſt receſſes of the 
foul. By this alone the bleſſed are nouriſhed : it 
enters or it quits their frame; penetrating and incot 
porating with them, as food incorporates with a liv- 
ing body. They ſee it, they feel it, they breathe it; 
it furniſhes them an inexhauſtible ſource of peace and 
joy. In this abyſs pf pleaſure are they immerſed, 3 
fiſhes in the fea ; they deſire nothing elſe; they enjo) 
all, without poſſeſſing any thing; the ſweetneſs of this 
pure light gratifying every with of their hearts. Al 
their deſires are completely fatisfied ; and this com. 
plete ſatisfaction elevates them infinitely above al 
which is coveted by hungry, empty mortal man. Al 
delights around them contribute nothing to them; 
becauſe their complete felicity, which they derte 
from within, precludes every with for any viſible &- 
ternal delights : they reſemble the gods, who, filled 


with nectar and ambroſia, deign not to taſte cht 
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groſs viands that might be preſented as moſt exquiſite 


at the tables of mortals. Every woe flies afar from 
theſe peaceful manſions. Death, diſeaſe, poverty, 
grief, affliction, remorle, fear, and even hope (often 
not leſs uneaſy than fear), diſcord, diſguſt, or cha- 
grin, have no admittance here. The lofty moun- 
tains of Thrace, whoſe tops, covered with 1ce and 


' ſnow from the beginning of the world, cleave the 
clouds, while their foundations root in the centre of 


the earth, might ſooner be overturned, than the hearts 
of theſe juſt men be ruffled. They pity, indeed, the 
miſery which overwhelms living men; but this pity is 
calm, gentle, in nothing abating their unalterable feli- 
city. Eternal youth, endleſs happineſs, a glory alto- 


gether divine, appear on their countenances: but 


their joy has nothing wanton or exceeding : it is 
calm, noble, majeſtic joy. They are tranſported with 


a ſublime reliſh of truth and virtue: they are per- 


petually in equal ecſtaſy as a mother at the fight of 
her dear ſon, whom ſhe believed to be dead: the mo- 
ther's rapture ſoon ſubſides, but theirs never; never 


abated a ſingle inſtant, it is ever new. They feel the 
tranſport of intoxication, without its ſorrow and in- 
anity. They converſe together on what they fee and 
what they enjoy; contemning and deploring the 
enervating pleaſures, and trifling grandeurs, of their 
former ſtate. They review with pleaſure thoſe few 
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melancholy years wherein they were obliged to com- 
bat againſt themſelves, and againſt a torrent of cor- 
rupt men, to acquire goodneſs ; they admire the aſ- 
hiſtance of the gods, who led them, as it were by the 
hand, to virtue, amid ſo many dangers. Something 


inexpreſſibly divine flows perpetually through their 


hearts, like a ſtream of the divine nature itſelf united 
to theirs; they ſee, they taſte that they are happy, and 
teel that it will be everlaſting. They ſing the praiſes 
of the gods, with one voice, one heart, one ſentiment; 
a ſimilar happineſs ebbs and flows, as it were, among 
their united hearts, In this divine ecſtaſy, ages pals 
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more rapidly than hours among men; yet millions 
and millions of ages diminiſh nothing of their hay. 
pineſs, ever new, ever complete. They reign alto- 
gether, not on thrones that human hands may over. 
turn, but by internal immutable energy; for now 
they require no borrowed power derived from wretched 
mortals, to render themſelves formidable; they nov 
wear not thoſe inſignificant diadems, whoſe Juſire 
conceals ſo many fears and carking cares. The god; 
themſelves, with their own hands, have crowned them 
with unfading crowns. 

TeLEMacnvs, who ſought his father, and who had 
hoped to find him in theſe delightful retreats, was 
ſeized with ſuch longing for this peace and felicity, 
that he wiſhed here to meet ULyssEts, and was 
grieved at his own conſtraint of returning to the 
ſociety of men. Here,” ſaid he, is real lite; 
our life 1s but death.” But what ſurpriſed him was, 
to have ſeen ſo many kings ſuffering in Tartarus, 
and to ſee ſo few in the Elyſian Fields. Hence he 
perceived that few kings have fortitude and reſolution 
enough to reſtrain their own power, and to reject the 
flattery of ſo many ſycophants, continually exciting 
their paſſions. Thus are good kings very rare; and 
the generality of monarchs ſo bad, that the gods 
would be unjuſt, if, after ſuffering them to abule 
their power during life, they did not puniſh them 
after death. 

* FELEMAcnvus not finding his father among all 
theſe kings, hoped at leaſt to lee the divine Laertes his 
grandfather, and carefully ſought him. While thus 
employed, though in vain, a venerable and verſ 
majeſtic old man advanced. His age did not re 
ſemble that of old men on earth, by the weight cf 
years bent to the ground: it appeared only that he 
had been old at his death : with the gravity of old 
age were blended all the graces of youth; for, even 
in the moſt decrepit old men, the graces revive the 


moment they are introduced into the Elyſian F me 
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This man advanced toward TELEMAcHvus with eager 


ſteps, and ſurveyed him with complacency, as a 


perſon very dear to him: while TELEMAchus, not 
knowing him, was in ſuſpenſe, and diſcompoſed. I 
forgive thy not knowing me, my dear ſon,” faid 
the old man. I am ArcEs1vs, father of La- 
ertes. I ended my days a little before my grandſon 
ULyssSES ſet out for the ſiege of Troy; then thou 


-waſt a little infant in the arms of thy nurſe : even 


then I conceived great hopes of thee ; they were not 
delufive, fince J ſee thou art come down to the realm 
of PLUTo, in queſt of thy father; and that the gods 
protect thee in the attempt. O happy youth! beloved 
by the gods, who reſerve for thee a glory equal to 
that of thy father! happy am I to ſee thee again! 
Look not any more for ULYssEs in this place; he is 
alive; he is preſerved to reſtore our family in the iſle 


of Ithaca. Even Laertes ſtill enjoys the light, though 


bending under the load of years, waiting for his ſon's 
return to cloſe his eyes. Thus mortals paſs away 
like flowers, which blow in the morning, in the 
evening are faded, and trodden under foot. The ge- 
nerations of men glide away like the waves of a rapid 
river; nothing can delay time, which ſweeps away 
with it what appears the moſt permanent. Thou 
thyſelf, my ſon, my dear ſon ! who at preſent enjoy- 
eſt the vivacity and pleaſures of youth, remember 


| That this fair period is but a flower, almoſt as ſoon 
| Withered as blown. Thou wilt find thyſelf change 


inſenſibly; the ſmiling graces, the delighting plea- 


, ſures, thy preſent companions, ſtrength, health, joy, 
| Will vaniſh like an agreeable dream; nothing of them 


temaining but the ſad remembrance ; old age, feeble 
and unpleaſurable, will wrinkle thy forehead, bend thy 


body, weaken thy limbs, dry up the ſource of joy 
Vithin thy heart, diſguſt thee with the preſent, alarm 
| ſee for the future, render thee inſenfible to all, except 
o ſuffering. That time ſeems to thee diſtant. Alas! 
| © lon, thoy miſtakeſt ; it advances ſwiftly, and is juſt 
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at hand: what advances ſo rapidly cannot be diſtant; 
the flying preſent is already far away; loſt while we 
ſpeak, never to return. Reckon not, my ſon, on the 
preſent ; but ſupport thyſelf in the ſteep rugged 
path of virtue, by foreſight of futurity : by purity 
of manners, and the love of juſtice, provide thyſelf 
a place in the happy manſions of peace. Thou wilt 
ſoon ſee thy father return to Ithaca, and reſume his 
authority ; thou art born to reign after him. But, 
alas! my fon, how deceitful is royalty | Viewed at a 
diſtance, it preſents only ſplendor, pomp, and plex 
ſure ; but examined cloſely, it & altogether thoiny, 
A private perſon may, without diſhonour, lead an 
ealy obſcure life; whereas a king cannot, withour 
diſhonour, prefer idle quiet to the toilſome duties of 
government. He owes all attention to every ſubje4 
he governs, and is never permitted to be occupied 


with himſelf. His ſmalleſt overſights are often cf 


infinite conſequence, becauſe they entail miſery an 
his people, and ſometimes for many ages. He muſt 
repreſs the audacity of wicked men, ſupport inno- 
cence, diſſipate calumny. It is not enough for hin 
to do no ill; he muſt alſo do every good the ſtate 
requires. It is not enough that he does good per- 
ſonally; he muſt alſo prevent the ills that other 
would do, were they not reſtrained. Dread then, my 
fon, dread a ſtation ſo perilous : arm thyſelf with cou. 
rage againſt thyſelf, againſt thy paſſions, and again! 
flatterers.” In pronouncing theſe words, Ag cs 
appeared animated with a divine ſpirit, his count: 
nance expreſſing a deep compaſſion for the dange!i 
which accompany royalty. For a king,” {aid be, 
to think of nothing but gratifying himſelf Þ 
monſtrous tyranny ; when employed in diſcharging 
his duty, in the conduct of his numerous ſubjects 
as a father dire&s his children, the labour is in- 
menſe, and requires an heroical courage and patient 
Therefore, it is certain, thoſe who have reigned wit 


- yirtuous ſincerity, enjoy here whatever the power a 
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the gods can beſtow, to render their happineſs com- 
lete.“ 
. While ArcEs1vs ſpoke thus, his words penetrated 
deep, and were even engraved in the heart of TELE“ 
MACHUS, as figures engraved in braſs by an ingenious 
artiſt, who deſigns them for the inſpection of the lateſt 
poſterity. They penetrated like a ſubtle flame into 
the boſom of the youth: his heart glowed with ſen- 
ſation. Something divine feemed, as it were, to melt 
his very ſoul. A principle ſeated in the deepeſt re- 
ceſſes of his breaſt ſecretly conſumed him, whoſe 
impreſſioh was ſo energetic, he could neither reſiſt, 
nor moderate, nor ſupport it. It was a lively, agree- 
able ſenſation ; blended with anguiſh, almoſt incon- 
ſiſtent with life. But now TELEMACRHAus began to 
breathe more freely, and to find great reſemblance in 
countenance between ARC ESILbus and Laertes; he 
even fancied he recollected confuſedly to have ſeen 
in his father UL Ss Es, when he departed for the 
Trojan war, features reſembling thoſe he now beheld. 
This recollection melted his heart; tears kindly joy- 
ful trickled down his cheeks. He would fain have 
embraced a perſon ſo dear to him; and often he en- 
deavoured it in vain. The phantom ſhade eluded 
his embraces, as a deceitful dream ſhrinks from the 
man who wiſhes to enjoy 1t. Sometimes with eager 
thirſt the dreamer purſues a fugitive ſtream ; ſome- 
times his lips are in motion to form words, which 
his benumbed tongue refuſes to pronounce ; or his 
hands with great exertion ſeize, but graſp nothing. 
Thus was TELEMACHis unable to gratify his ten- 
8? Gerneſs; he faw ARckslus, heard him, ſpoke to 
him, but could not touch him. At length he 
Jeſired to know who were thoſe perſonages around 
him. © Thou ſeeſt, my ſon (replied the ſage), the 
men who were the ornament of their age, the glory 
and the happineſs of the human race ; thou ſeeſt the 
few kings who were worthy to reign, who dif- 
Charged with fidelity their offices, as gods on earth. 
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Thoſe others, who reſide pretty near them, and (+. 
parated only by a ſmall cloud, poſſeſs a glory much 
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inferior. They are indeed heroes; but the recom. 
9 penſe of their valour and military expeditions may i { 
— not be compared to that of wiſe, juſt, and beneficent n 
1 kings. Among thoſe heroes behold Theſeus, whoſe | y 
4 countenance is ſomewhat melancholy. He hath felt & 
| 15 the miſchiefs of credulity to an artful woman, and is ce 
1 {till grieved, that he ſhould have ſo cruelly and unjuſtly Ht 
1 aſked of Neptune the death of his ſon Hippolytus 1 Hh 
— Happy, had he not been ſo paſſionate and irritable ! | 

1 | See there alſo Achilles, leaning on his lance, by reaſon 

1 of the wound he received in his heel from the effe- 

1 minate Paris, which coſt him his life. Had he been 


B 
of 
1 
in 
| | as wiſe, juſt, and moderate, as he was intrepid, the th 
| 58 gods would have granted him a long reign ; but they b] 
pitied the Phtiots and Dolopians, whoſe king he 1 o 
would have been after Peleus, had he lived. They he 
ne 

ſu 

th 

be 

by 


were not willing to ſubject ſuch a number of people 
to the mercy of a hot-headed man, more eaſily en- 
raged than the moſt ſtormy ſea. The fates ſhortened 
the thread of his days; he was like a flower ſcarce 
blown, cut down by the plough-ſhare ere the day 
cloſed in which it ſprang up. The gods reſolved to 
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i uſe him, but only as torrents and tempeſts, to puniſh an 
1" - men for their crimes, employing Achilles to level the A 
i walls of Troy, to avenge the perjury of Laomedon, ta 
I: and the diſhonourable amours of Paris. When they id 
{ 8 had thus employed this inſtrument of their venge- | ne 
bw ance, they were pacified ; and refuſed, though Thetis ' rif 
19 importuned them with tears, to leave the young hero WW nc 
{ #1 longer upon earth, as his talents were calculated only WM Ie; 
Tl to diſturb mankind, to overthrow cities and king- th 
| doms. Seeſt thou that other hero with a fierce coun- MW te 
f tenance ? It is Ajax, ſon of Telamon, and couſin of ar, 
k Achilles. Of his glory in battle thou certainly canſt th 

not be ignorant. After the death of Achilles, he or 

alleged that his right to his armour was excluſive: n 

thy father would not allow his claim, and the Greeks We 9) 


decided 


rc 
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decided in favour of ULyssts. Ajax having 
killed himſelf in deſpair, fury and indignation are 
fill painted on his face. Approach him not, my 
ſon; for he would think you wiſhed to inſult his 
misfortune, when, in fact, he is to be pitied. Do 
you not perceive that he is uneaſy at the ſight of us, 
that he haſtily retires into that gloomy grove, be- 
cauſe we are odious to him? On the other fide 
thou ſeeſt Hector, who would have been invincible, 
had not the ſon of Thetis been his cotemporary. 
But there goes Agamemnon, who yet bears the marks 
of Clytemneſtra's perfidy. O my ſon! I ſhudder, 
when I think of the misfortunes of this family of the 
impious Tantalus : the diſcord between the two bro- 
thers, Atreus and Thyeſtes, plunged that family in 
bloodſhed and horror. Alas! how many crimes does 
one draw after it! Agamemnon, returned at the 


head of the Greeks from the ſiege of Troy, had 
no time to enjoy in peace the glory he had acquired: 


ſuch is the fate of moſt conquerors. All thoſe kings 
that thou ſeeſt were great warriors, but were far from 


being amiable and virtuous. Accordingly they have 


but the ſecond place in the Elyſian Fields.“ 


« Theſe reigned with juſtice, loved their people, 


and were beloved by the gods: whereas Achilles and 
* Agamemnon, full of quarrelling and fighting, ſtill re- 


tain their uneaſineſſes and natural defects. While thoſe 
idly regret the loſs of life, and lament that they are 


now but vain impotent ſhades ; theſe juſt kings, pu- 
| ried by the divine light that nouriſhes them, have 


nothing to wiſh to complete their happineſs. They 


regard with compaſſion the inquietudes of mortals : 
the moſt important affairs that agitate ambitious men, 
| feem to them but childiſh amuſements: their hearts 
are replete with the truth and the virtue they draw at 
the fountain-head. They cannot ſuffer from others, 
or from themſelves : no more wants, no more defires, 


ns more fears; all is ended with them, except their 
joy, Which is endleſs. 


Obſerve, my ſon, that ancient 
8 N monarch 
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monarch. Inachus, who founded the kingdom of 
Argos. Obſerve his mild and majeſtic old age ! The 
flowers ſpring up at his foot-ſteps ; his airy tread re- 
ſembles the flight of a bird. In his hand he holds an 
ivory harp ; and in endleſs tranſport he chaunts the 
wonders of the gods. From his heart and lips iſſues 
an exquiſite perfume ; the harmony of his lyre and 
voice would raviſh gods and men. Thus 15 he re- 
warded for having loved the people, whom he aſſem- 
bled within the precincts of his new-built walls, and 


for whom he enacted laws. On the other fide, 


among theſe myrtles, you may ſee Cecrops the 
Egyptian, the firſt king of Athens, a city conſecrated 
to the goddeſs of wiſdom, and bearing her name. 
From Egypt, the fource of Grecian letters and polity, 
Cecrops brought uſeful laws, civilized the barbarous 
inhabitants of the towns of Attica, and united them 
by the bands of ſociety. He was juſt, humane, com- 
paſſionate. He left his people in plenty, but his 
own family in mediocrity; not deſiring that his ſons 
ſhould reign after him, becauſe he thought others 
more deſerving. I muſt ſhew you allo in that Jittle 
valley Erycthon, who firſt introduced the ute oi filver 
money : his deſign was to facilitate commerce among 
the iſles of Greece; but he foreſaw the inconveniences 
accompanying this invention. © Exert yourlelves,' 
ſaid he to all his people, in multiplying natural 
riches, which are the true riches ; cultivate the lands, 
to procure plenty of corn, wine, oil, and fruits. Breed 
flocks innumerable, whoſe milk may nouriſh you, 
whoſe wool may clothe you; hereby you will ſecure 
yourſelves againſt all apprehenſions of poverty. Ihe 
more children you have, the richer you will be, pro- 
vided you make them induſtrious; for the earth 15 
inexhauſtible, and increaſes its fertility in proportion 
as the inhabitants increaſe who carefully cultivate " 
liberally rewarding thoſe who labour, but cloſe and 
{canty to the negligent cultivators. Endeavour then 


ear to procure theſe true riches, which fatisfy ! x 
xc 
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real wants of men. As for ſilver money, no account 
ought to be made of it, but as necetlary, either for 
carrying on unavoidable wars abroad, or for purchaſ- 
ing uſeful commodities wanting in your own coun- 
try: it were alſo defirable that commerce in articles 
of luxury, vanity, and effeminacy, were laid aſide.” 
The ſage Erycthon alſo often ſaid: I greatly fear, 
my children, that I have made you a fatal preſent, 
by introducing the invention of money. I foreſee that 
it will incite avarice, ambition, vanity ; that it will 
ſupport an infinity of pernictous arts, tending to 
relax and corrupt manners ; that it will diſguſt you 
with that happy ſimplicity, in which all the ſecurity, 
all the tranquillity of lite conſiſt; that, in ſhort, it 
will make you deſpiſe agriculture, which 1s the baſis 
of human life, the ſource of all its true riches : but 
the gods are my witneſſes, that my heart was upright 
in ſhewing you this invention, which in itſelf is uſe- 
ful.“ Afterwards, when Erycthon found that money, 
as he had foreſeen, corrupted the people, he with- 
drew in grief to a ſavage mountain, where he lived 
in poverty and ſolitude to extreme old age, refuſing to 
concern himſelf any more in the government of cities. 
Not long after him, the famous Triptolemus made 
his appearance 1n Greece, whom Ceres had taught 
the art of cultivating the lands, and covering them 
yearly with golden grain. Not that men were 1g- 
norant of corn before, and how to multiply it by 
ſowing ; but their knowledge of agriculture was very 
imperfect. Triptolemus, ſent by Ceres, came with 
the plough in his hand, to offer the gitts of that god- 
dels to every people who ſhould have reſolution 
enough to overcome their natural ſloth, and apply 
themſelves vigorouſly to tillage. Triptolemus ſoon 
taught the Greeks to plough the ground, to fertilize 
it by proper culture; ſoon the active indefatigable 
reapers made all the yellow* grain, that covered the 
fields, fall under the ſtrokes of their ſharp ſickles. 
Even thoſe fierce fayages, that wandered ſcattered 


through 


— =o — wn_ 
— — — Ss 
LEY 


94-4. pon SR 


- —_— 
— 
I 


_ 


v ˙— — — 4 


_— _ 
— 2——Rũ2w — 
* 9 oW> 


= — 


—ͤ —Ü— A ooo — —v — 
— 
—— — 


oo ON IS : 
- — co” — — _ 
— 2 = 
* ET 
5 8 
— a « * 
, 3 — 


—— — IOCY — ww 
* 4 _ 86 * 
: 2 . 
* d =, _ L 
” — - * \ 
— A. 


* — ” 
a = n * 2 


—— — — 
31 22 — 7 Z 
—_ -_ hn hs hon tn nd —_" OY" — — 
4 


320 THE ADVENTURES 
through the foreſts of Epirus and Etolia, feeding on 


acorns, became more civilized, and ſubmitted to 
laws, after they had learned to raiſe crops of corn, and 
to hve on bread. Triptolemus made the Greeks 
ſenſible of the pleaſure of acquiring riches by perſonal 


Iabour, and of finding in their own fields, whatever 


was requifite to render life eaſy and happy. The 
fimple and innocent plenty ariſing from agriculture 
made them reflect on the ſage counſels of Erycthon, 
and defpiſe money and artificial wealth ; a wealth 
only of imaginary value, tempting men to ſeek dan- 
gerous pleaſures, and diverting them from labour, 
wherein they would find every real good united to 
innocent manners and perfect liberty. They were 
then convinced, that a fertile, well-cultivated field is 
the real treaſure of a family wiſe enough to deſire to 
hve frugally, as their forefathers had lived. Happy 
would the Greeks have been, had they ſtedfaſtly ad- 
hered to theſe maxims, ſo well calculated to render 
them powerful, free, happy, and worthy of being ſo 
by their genuine virtue; but, alas! they begin to 
admire falle riches, by little and little to neglect true 
wealth, and to fall off from that ſtriking fimplicity. O 
my ſon ! thou wilt one day reign ; then remember to 
bring back your fubjects to agriculture, to honour 
that occupation, to favour thoſe who engage in it, 
and not to ſuffer men to live idle, or to follow em- 
ployments that foſter luxury and laſſitude : thoſe two 
men, ſo wiſe on earth, are here greatly diſtinguiſhed 
by the gods. Their glory, you obſerve, as far fur- 
pailes that of Achilles, and other heroes, eminent only 
tor valour, as delightful ſpring excels hard-frozen 
winter, or as the light of the ſun exceeds that of the 
moon 1n ſplendor.” 

While Azxtts1vs thus ſpoke, he perceived that TB. 
LEMACHUs kept his eyes fixed on a little wood of 


laurels, and a rivulet bordered with violets, roſes, lilies, 


and many other odoriterous flowers, whoſe vivid co- 


tours reſembled thoſe of Iris, when ſhe deſcends from 
heaven 
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heaven to earth, to notify to ſome mortal the will 
of the gods. It was the great king SESOSTRIS whom 
TELEMACHUS recognized in that delightful place; 
a thouſand times more majeſtic than ever he had ap- 
peared on the throne of Egypt. Mild rays of light 
iſſued from his eyes, by which thoſe of TERLEMACHVs 
were dazzled. He looked as if intoxicated with nec- 
tar, ſo highly above human comprehenſion had the 
divine ſpirit enrapt him, in recompenſe of his vir- 
tues. TELEMACHUS ſaid to ARCEs1vs, © I there re- 
cognize, O my father! that wiſe king of Egypt, 
SESOSTRIS, Whom I ſaw in that country not long 
ago.” That is he,” replied AxRcksrus; © his ex- 
ample ſhews you how liberal the gods are in reward- 
ing good kings: but thou muſt know, that all this 
felicity is nothing in compariſon of what was intended 
for him, had not too much proſperity made him for- 
get the rules of moderation and juſtice. A paſſionate 
deſire to humble the pride and inſolence of the 
Tyrians, prompted him to take their city. That con- 
queſt excited a deſire of others; he ſuffered himſelf 
to be ſeduced by the vain glory of conquerors, and 
ſubdued, or rather ravaged all Aſia. When returned 
to Egypt, he found his brothe: had uſurped his 
throne, and, by unjuſt adminiſtration, had violated 
the beſt laws of the country. Thus his great con- 
queſts ſerved only to diſtreſs his kingdom. But 
what was utterly inexcuſable in him, was being in- 
toxicated by his glory: he harneſſed to his chariot the 
molt haughty of the vanquiſhed kings : afterwards he 
acknowledged his fault, and was aſhamed of this inhu- 
manity. Such was the fruit of his victories; fuch 1s 
the prejudice done by conquerors to themſelves, and 
to their dominions, by endeavouring to uſurp thoſe 
of their neighbours. This behaviour degraded a king, 
otherwiſe ſo juſt and beneficent ; this diminiſhed that 

glory, which the gods intended for him. 
Obſerve, my ſon, that other prince, whoſe wound 
appears ſo ſplendid. His name is Dioclides: he was 
AJ” 8 King 
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king of Caria, and devoted himſelf for his people in 


a battle; becauſe, in a war between the Carians and 
Lycians, the oracle had foretold, that the nation, 
whoſe king ſhould be killed, would be victorious, 
Look at that other : he is a wiſe legiſlator, who hay. 
ing given his people laws calculated to make then 
virtuous and happy, bound them by oath that they 
never would violate any of them during his abſence; 
then, to oblige the people, by this oath, to maintain 
for ever ſuch uſeful laws, he exiled himſelf and died 
poor in a foreign land. That other is Euneſimus, king 
of the Pylians, one of the anceſtors of the ſage 
Neſtor. When a plague deſolated the country, and 
crowded with freſh ghoſts the banks of Acheron, 
he prayed the gods to appeaſe their wrath, ſub. 
ſtituting his death, inſtead of deftroying fo many 
thouſand innocent people. The gods heard him, 
and beſtowed on him here a true crown, of which 
all on earth are only empty ſhadows. That old 
man whom thou ſeeſt crowned with flowers, is the 
famous Belus: he reigned in Egypt, and eſpoulec 
Anchinoe, daughter of the god Nilus, who con 
ceals his ſource, and enriches the country he water 
by his inundations. He had two ſons, Danaus, u hoſe 
ſtory thou knoweſt, and Egyptus, from whom that 
fertile country took its name. Belus thought himleli 
richer by the plenty he procured his people, and thc 
love his ſubjects bore him, than by all the taxes he 
could have impoſed. Theſe men, my fon, whon 
thou ſuppoſeſt dead, live; that life which mankind 
miſerably drag out on' earth, is real death; thc 
words are only changed. May the gods be pleaſed 
to render thee ſufficiently virtuous to merit this happ? 
life, which nothing can end or diſcompoſe. Halter, 
it is time to ſeek thy father. Alas | what blood wil 
thou ſee ſpilt before thou ſhalt find him! What glor) 
awaits thee in the plains of Heſperia | Remember the 
counſels of the ſage MENTOR. If thou followel 
them, thy name ſhall be famous in all ages and 
among nations.“ 


He 
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He ſaid ; and immediately led TELEMACRHus to- 
ward the 1vory gate, by which 1s an outlet from the 
gloomy realm of PLuTo. TELEMAcHvus, at part- 
ing, ſhed tears, though he could not embrace AxR- 
ctsI1Us; then, quitting the dreary ſpot, he haſtily 
returned to the camp of the allies in the war, rejoin- 
ing the two young Cretans, who had accompanied 
him to the neighbourhood of the cavern, and who 
never expected to ſee him again. 


THE END OF THE NINETEENTH BOOK, 
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ARGUMENT OF THE TWENTIETH BOOK, 
TIN an aſſembly of the chiefs, TELEMAcnns wins 


their aſſent to his advice againſt ſurpriſing Venujiumn, 
which had been put into the hands of the Lucunicis 
in truſt, «ith the conſent of both the parties, conce: ned. 
He diſplays his wiſdom upon occaſion of two deſerters 
being apprehended, one of whom, named Ac AN us, 
had undertaken poiſon him. The other, named Dis. 
SCORUS, offered to bring the head of ADRASTU»S t9 
the allies. In the battle that was fought ſoon ofter 
TELEMACHUs deals death around him wherever he 
turned in queft of ADRASTUS; and that king, in lc. 
ing for him, meets with, and kills Pis1sTRATUS, /ht 
fon of NESTOR. Immediately after PILOT EA 
comes up, and, when be was juſt going to dispatch 
ADRAS1US ig wounded himſelf, and obitged to ci? 
from the field, TELEMACnus haſtens to the relic] 
of his friends, who were in great diſlreſs e 
ADRASTUS, who was making a dreadful havoc an; 
them, and having vanquiſhed him, grants him bis i: 
on certain conditions, But ADRASTUS, on his gel- 
ting up, endeavouring io ſurpriſe TELEMACH Cs, 4 
ſeizes him a ſecond time, and puts him to death. 
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THE TWENTIETH BOOK. Alf 


MESTE ILE the chiefs of the allied army held 1170 
a council, to deliberate on the neceſſity of ſeiz- 1 
ing Venuſſum, a ſtrong city, which AprasTus had Wi 
formerly wreſted from the Peucetes of Apulia, his N 
neighbours, who, deſirous of redreſs for this invaſion, [i 
had joined the confederacy ApRAsSTUS, to pacify 
them, had entruſted this city to the Lucamans ; but 
had corrupted by his money both the Lucanian gar- 
riſon and commander; ſo that Venuſium was actually 
rather under his orders than thoſe of the Lucanians; 
and the Apulians, who had conſented to a Lucanian 
garriſon, had been deceived in the negociation. A 
citizen of Venuſium, named Demophantes, had ſe- 
cretly offered the allies, to deliver them one of the 
city gates in the night. This offer was the more 
conſiderable, as Ab RAS Tus had depokted his whole 
magazine of warlike ſtores and proviſions in a caſtle 
near Venuſium, wluch was not tenable, had the city 
been taken. PiLoCTETUHS and NesTtoOR had al- 
ready given their opinion, to tecure this happy op- 
portunity: all the chiefs, influenced by their autho- 
rity, and dazzled by the advantages of ſo eaſy an en- 
terprize, applauded their advice: but TELEMACHus, 
at his return, exerted himſelf to the utmoſt to divert 
them from this purpoſe. © I am well aware,” ſaid 
he, „“ that if ever man deſerved to be ſurpriſed and 
deceived, it is ADRASTUS, who has fo often deceived 
all the world, 1 own likewile, that ſurpriſing Venu- 
hum will only be taking potteſſion of a city that is 
your own, fince it belongs to the Apulians, who are 
a nation of this league. 1 admit that you may do it 
with the greater appearance of reaſon and juſtice, as 
Abzasrus, by whom it was committed to a garriſon 
and officers, has corrupted them, that he may enter it 
when 
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when he pleaſes. Laſtly, I underftand, as much as 
vou, that, ſhould you take Venuſium, you would 
the next day be maſters of the caſtle, wherein Avr as- 
Tus has depoſited all his warlike ſtores; and thus 
you might end this formidable war in two days. But 
were 1t not better to periſh than to conquer by fuch 
methods? Muſt we repel fraud by fraud? Shall it be 
ſaid, that ſo many kings united to puniſh the im- 
pious ADRASTUS for treachery, yet practiſed trea- 
chery themſelves ? If we may lawfully imitate Ap RAS. 
Tus, he is not guilty, and we are wrong in endea- 
vouring to puniſh him. What! has all Heſperia, 
ſupported by ſo many Greek colonies, and heroes re- 
turned from the ſiege of Troy, no other arms than 
perfidy and perjury to combat the perfidy and per- 
jury of ApRasTUs? You have ſworn by the moſt ſa- 
cred objects, that you would let Venuſium remain in 
truſt 1n the hands of the Lucanians. But, fay you, 
the Lucanian garriſon is corrupted by ADrAsTus: 
—Tl believe it as well as you; but ſtill that garriſon 
is paid by the Lucanians, has not refuſed to obey 
them, but obſerves, in appearance, a neutrality. Nei- 
ther AbRASTUS nor any of his troops have ever 
entered Venuſium; the treaty ſubſiſts ſtill ; the gods 
have not forgotten your oath. Shall promiſes given 
be kept, only when plauſible pretexts to violate them 
are wanting ? Are fidelity and oaths to be religiouſly 
obſerved, only when nothing is to be gained by their 
violation ? If the fear of the gods, and the love of 


virtue, affect you not, at leaſt: conſider your own in- 


tereſt and reputation. If you ſer mankind this per- 
nicious example of breach of promiſe, and violation 
of oaths, to terminate this war, what conſequent wars 
will you not excite by this impious conduct! What 
neighbour will not be forced to apprehend every 
thing from you, and to deteſt you? Who in tuture 
will venture in the moſt preſſing exigency to trull 
you ? What ſecurity will you give when you mean 


ſincerely, and when to convince your neighbours ot 
I your 
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your ſincerity is of conſequence ? Shall it be a ſolemn 
treaty ? You have trampled that under foot. Shall 
it be an oath ? Ah, will it not be recollected that you 
little regard the gods, when you hope to turn per- 
jury to advantage? You will therefore be equally 
inſecure in peace as in war. Your every procedure 
will be conſtrued into war, open or underſtood. 
You will be in perpetual hoſtility againſt all thoſe who 
are unhappily your neighbours. Whatever tranſac- 
tions require reputation, probity, and confidence, will 
to you become impracticable; you will have no re- 
ſource left to procure credit to your engagements. But 
there is (added TELEMAcHCUS) a conſideration ſtill 
cloſer, which mult alarm you, if any ſentiment of vir- 
tue, or provident concern tor your future welfare, re- 
main; it 15—that a conduct ſo treacherous attacks the 
internal ſtrength of your alliance, and will ruin it; 
your perjury will enſure the triumph of AprasTus,” 
At theſe words the whole aſſembly, agitated, aſked 
him, how he could preſume to ſay, that what would 
procure certain victory to the league, would prove 1ts 
ruin? © How,” replied he, „could you truſt one 
another, having once broken the only band of ſo— 
ciety and confidence, which is good faith? After 
having laid down as a maxim, that the laws of pro- 
bity and fidelity may be violated for a great advan- 

tage, who among you will truſt another, when that 
other may be 'a great gainer by breaking his word, 
and deceiving him? Where will you be then? Which 

is he among you who would not defeat the artifices. 
of his neighbour, by previous artitices? What will be- 

come of a confederacy of ſo many ſtates, when, 

after public deliberation, it is agreed among, them 

to over-reach a neighbour, and to violate pledged 

fidelity? What will be your mutual diſtruſt, diſcord, 

and eagerneſs to deſtroy one another! AprasTUs 

Will have no occaſion to attack vou; vou will ſuffi— 

ciently haraſs each other; you will, juſtify his per- 

adies. O]! fage and magnanimous monarchs, O! 

con- 
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conſummately experienced commanders of this vaf 
army, diſdain not attention to the counſels of a young 
man! Should you fall into the greateſt extremities to 
which war ſometimes reduces mankind, you might e{- 
cape by your vigilance and vigorous efforts ; for truc 
courage never ſuffers deſpondency. But if you have 
once over-patled the barrier of honour and good faith, 
the error is irretrievable; you can never more regain 
the confidence neceſſary to ſucceſs in all tranſactions 
of importance, nor recall men to the principles of vir- 
rue, after you have taught them to deſpiſe that vir- 
tue. What do you fear? Have you not courage 
enough to conquer, without treachery ? Is not your 
virtue, ſupported by ſuch numerous powers, futt: 
cient? Let us fight, let us die, if need be, rather than 
conquer ſo unworthily. ADRASTUS, the impiou 
ADRASTUS, is in our power, provided we abhor the 
imitation of his villany and baſeneſs.” 

When TEitemacnuus concluded his ſpeech, be 
perceived that ſoft perſuaſion had flowed from hi 
lips, and penetrated to the very hearts ot his hearers, 
He obſerved a profound ſilence in the atlembly; 
each conſidering not his perſon nor his gracetul 
elocution, but the power of truth that evinced itſel 
throughout his reaſoning. Aſtoniſhment was vihbl 
in their countenances. At length a low murmur ws 
heard, gradually ſpreading over the aſſembly, ever 
one looking at another, afraid to break the filence 
firſt: each hardly reſtraining his ſentiments, yet wal 
ing for ſome of the chiefs to explain themſelves. A 
laſt the venerable NzsToR {poke to this effect 
« Worthy ſon of ULyssEs, the gods have prompt 
you to ſpeak ; Mixerva, who ſo often infpurc 
your Gabe, ſuggeſted to your mind the wile and ge. 

erous counſel you give. Your youth I regard n0!; 
in all you have ſaid I conſider only the dictates of Mr 
NERVA. You have pleaded for virtue, with! 


which men guickly draw on themſelves the vel 


geance of their enemies, the diſtruſt of their alla 
the 
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tte deteſtation of all good men, and the juſt wrath \f 
of the gods. Let us then leave Venuſium in the 1 
hands of the Lucanians, and think only of con- 1 
quering ADRASTUS by our valour.” He ſpoke, and 1 Hh 
the whole aſſembly applauded the wiſdom of his af 
words; while applauding him, eyeing with aftoniſh- 40 
ment the ſon of UL xssks, believing him reſplendent 0 
with the wiſdom of Minerva, by whom he was in- 
|  ſpired. 14 
In a ſhort time, another queſtion was debated in 0 
the afſembly of the kings, by which TELEMACHus | 
gained equal glory. ADRASTUS, ever cruel and per- wt 
tidious, ſent into the camp a deſerter, named Ac Ax- yl 
Tus, commiſſioned to poiſon the moſt illuſtrious chiefs 10 
of the army; eſpecially he was ordered to ſpare — 
nothing to diſpatch TELEMACcHUs, who was al- LI 
ready the terror of the Daunians. TELEMACHUs, 1 
too generous and brave to incline to diſtruſt, readily 
received in a friendly manner this wretch, who had | 
ſeen ULYSSES in Sicily, and who recounted to him 
the adventures of that hero. He maintained him, | 
and endeavoured to comfort him in his diſtreſs ; for 
he complained of having been impoſed on, and ill F 
uſed by ADRAsTUS: but thus was TELEMACHUS 1 
warming and cheriſhing in his boſom a venomous i 


** * 
— — — 4—— ">= 
ꝶꝙ.) «4c - — wrt —__ —— — a as 
— - 
i — K — 
_ 
_ —— 


— 
ln: af 


mw 


— _ ͤ—ä — —_— — — 


—— 
—_—Y 


* * 
he — 


— - 
- rr 
2 
= 
s 


„444 „ 


* * 
5 4 « 
— T8. 
* * - * - 
BEL 1 32 ter . ˖ PO AT 
4 - . _ : » 2 
— „„ — 3 N 
„ 2 y \ 
l 
— 2 7 — 0 " * 2 *. — — - — - 2 
- 1 
— OY * 


1 
c 


viper, ready to ſting him to death. Another deferter 
was ſurpriſed, named Ak loN, whom AcanTous had 
diſpatched to inform AprAsTus of the ſtate of the 
allied camp, and to affure him that he would next day 
poiſon, at an entertainment to be given by TEeLE- 
MACHUS, the chief of the kings, together with TE“ 1 
LEMACHUs himſelf. ARION, when apprehended, by 
owned his treachery. It was ſuſpected that he acted HEE 
in concert with AcanTUs, on account of their great 14 
intimacy; but Ac AN rus being a bold man, and a 
profound diſſembler, made ſo artful a defence, that 
he could not be convicted, nor full diſcovery of 
the conſpiracy be obtained. 1 
Many of che kings were of opinion, that in this 
3 Uu uncertainty 
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uncertainty Ac Ax rus ſhould be ſacrificed to pubſic 
ſafety. He muſt die,” ſaid they; “ the life of a 
ſingle man is nothing, when the concern is to ſecure 
the lives of ſo many kings. What ſignifies if an in- 
nocent man ſuffer, when the object is, the ſecurity 
of thoſe who repreſent the gods among men?” 
e What an inhuman maxim ! what barbarous policy!“ 
cried TELEMACHUs. What! you are fo prodigal 
of human blood! you, the appointed ſhepherds 
of mankind, who command over them, only to 
protect them as a ſhepherd protects his flock ! you 
are then cruel wolves, and not ſhepherds; at leaſt, 
ſhepherds only to fleece and ſlaughter the flock, in- 
ſtead of leading them to paſture. According to you, a 
man is guilty directly as accuſed ; if ſuſpected, he 
deſerves death : the innocent are at the mercy of the 
envious and detractors; and the more your hearts 
produce tyrannic jealouſy, the more victims muſt be 
ſacrificed.” TELEMACHUS pronounced theſe word; 
with ſuch authority and 1ndignation, as over-ruled 
the minds, and overwhelmed with ſhame the authors 
of ſo baſe advice. Then, milder, he thus proceeded: 
As for me, I value not life ſo much as to purchaſe 
it at that price; J had rather AcanTus ſhould bea 
villain than I: that he ſhould take away my life by 
treachery, than that I ſhould put him to death un- 
juſtly, while dubious. But hear me, O ye, who being 
ordained kings, that 1s, judges of the people, ought 
to underſtand judging with moderation, prudence, 


and impartiality; allow me to examine Acaxrtus i 


in your preſence.” Accordingly he interrogated him 
on his connection with ARION, and preſſed him by 


an infinity of circumſtances. He often threatened 


to deliver him up to AbRAsrus as a deſerter de- 


ſerving puniſhment, to fee if he would betray any iſ 
ſymptoms of fear. But the countenance and the 

voice of AcanTus were ſteady. At laſt, unable u 
procure truth from his heart, he ſaid to him, Gi 
me your ring, I'll ſend it to ApRASs Tus.“ At thi 
demand 
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demand of the ring, AcanTvs turned pale, and 
was diſconcerted. TELEMACHñUSs, whoſe eyes were 
continually fixed on him, ſaw this: he took the ring, 
ſaying, © I will ſend it directly to AbRAsrus by a 
Lucanian, named Polytropus, whom you know, and 
who ſhall ſeem to be ſent ſecretly from you. If we 
can by theſe means diſcover your correſpondence with 
AvRASTUS, we will put you to death without pity, 
by the moſt cruel tortures. On the contrary, if you 
immediately confeſs your crime, we will pardon it, 
and be ſatisfied with ſending you to an iſland in the 
ſea, where you {hal} want for nothing.” Then Acan- 
rus confeſſed all, and TxzLEMAcius perſuaded the 
kings to grant him his life, becauſe he had fo pro- 
miſed him. Accordingly he was ſent to one of the 
iſles, called Echinades, where he lived in peace and 
ſafety. 

After a while, a Daunian of obſcure birth, but of a 
bold violent ſpirit, named Dioscorvs, came by night 
into the camp of the allies, and offered to aſſaſſinate 
king Ab RAS us in his tent. This he could do; for 
a man becomes maſter of another's life, when he loſes 
all regard to his own. This man breathed nothing 
but vengeance againſt AprasTUs, becauſe he had 
violently taken his wite, whom he loved to excels, and 
who equalled Venus herſelf in beauty. He was re- 
ſolved to deitroy ADRASTUs, and to recover his wife, 
or to periſh in the attempt, He maintained a lecret 


intelligence, whereby to enter the king's tent in the 
night, with ſeveral Daunian officers who might fa- 
1 your the attempt; but he thought it neceſſary that 
J the allies ſhould attack the camp of ApRASTUs at 
0 the ſame time, that during the confuſion he might 
. more eaſily eſcape, and carry off his wife. And it, 
matter having aſſaſſinated the king, he could not re- 
| trieve her, he was content to periſh. When Dioscokus 
vi had opened his deſign to the kings, the whole aſſem- 
bly turned toward TELEMACHUs, to requeſt, as it 
us 


were, his determination. The gods,” anſwered he, 
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te by preſerving us from traitors, forbid us to uſe them. 
Even though we had not virtue enough to deteſt the 
treaſon, our own intereſt would be ſufficient... When 
we had authoriſed it by our example, we ſhould de. 
ſerve to have it employed againſt ourſelves ; from that 
moment, who among us could be fate ? AprasTrs 
may elude the blow that threatens him, and make it 
fall upon the allied kings. The war will no longer 
be war; but treachery, treaſon, and aſſaſſination will 
prevail, and virtue and wiſdom will be uſeleſs. We 
ourſelves ſhall feel the fatal conſequences, and deſery- 
edly, as having given ſanction to the greateſt of 
crimes. I conclude therefore, that the traitor be de- 
livered up to AbRASwus. I own, indeed, that king 
deſerves it not; but ſince all Greece and all Heſpera 
inſpect our conduct, they deſerve that we ſhould a& 
ſuch a part to merit their eſteem: we owe to ourſelves, 
and yet more to the juſt gods, this horror of perfidy. 
D1oscor vs was immediately ſent to ApRA STS, who 
ſhuddered at the danger he had been in, and was inex- 
preſſibly amazed at the generoſity of his enemies; 
for ſublime virtue ſurpaſſes the comprehenſion of bad 
men. In ſpite of himſelf, he admired, but durſt not 
praiſe it. This noble action revived ſhameful recol- 
lection of all his treacheries and cruelties. He ſought 
to depreciate the generoſity of his enemies, aſhamed to 
ſeem ungrateful, while he owed his life to them; but 
wicked men ſoon harden themſelves againſt all which 
might affect them. Finding the reputation of the al. 
hes increaſe daily, he thought himſelf forced ſpeedily 
to perform ſome notable exploit: being incapable di 
executing any that was worthy, he reſolved at leaſt to 
try if he could not obtain ſome ſignal advantage 

over them by arms ; he haſted to give them battle. 
The day of battle being come, ſcarce had Auron 
opened to the ſun the portals of the eaſt, in a path 
beſtrewed with roſes, when young TELEMACHUS, 
in vigilance outſtripping the oldeſt commanders, 
ſprang from the downy arms of fleep, and put in 
| notion 
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motion all the officers. His helmet, adorned with a 
flowing creſt, already glittered on his head ; and the 
cuiraſs on his back dazzled the eyes of the whole 
army. The work of Vulcan, beſides its natural beauty, 
diſplayed the ſplendor of the ægis, which was there 


concealed. With one hand he graſped his lance, with 


the other directed to the ſeveral poſts to be occu- 
pied. Minztrva had illumined his eyes with fire 
divine, and dignified his looks with lofty majeſty, 
preſaging victory. He marched, and all the kings 
feeling themſelves impelled by a ſuperior power, for- 
got their age and dignity, and followed where he led. 
Low jealouſy found no place in their hearts. All 
yielded to him, whom MixNEerva led inviſibly by 
the hand. His behaviour had nothing impetuous or 
precipitate. He was gentle, tranquil, patient, always 
ready to hear others, and to profit by their advice; 
but active, provident, attentive to the moſt diſtant 
exigencies, regulating every thing with propriety, 
neither embarraſſing himſelf nor others; excuſin 
miſtakes, retrieving blunders, obviating difficulties, 
not requiring too much of any one, inſpiring every 
where freedom and confidence. Did he iſſue or- 
ders, it was in terms the moſt clear and explicit; re- 
peating them, the better to inform the perſon who 
was to execute them. He could ſee by his eyes, 
whether he had well apprehended them. He then 
made him explain familiarly in what ſenſe he under- 
ſtood his words, and what was the principal aim of 
the enterpriſe. After he had thus proved the under- 
ſtanding of him whom he directed, and had made 
him enter into his views, he diſmiſſed him not, till he 
had beſtowed ſome mark of confidence and eſteem for 
his encouragement. Hence, all thoſe he employed 
were ardently zealous to pleaſe him, and to ſucceed; 
yet were not confined by fear he ſhould impute the 
want of ſucceſs to them; for he excuſed every fault 
not ariſing from ill will. 
The horizon appeared reddened and blazing by 
the. 
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the firſt rays of the ſun, and the ſea deeply tinged by 
the fires of dawning day. The whole coaſt was co- 
vered. with men and arms, horſes and chariots, all 
in motion : the clamour was confuſed, like that of 
the raging waves, when Neptune rouſes the fell tem- 
peſts from the bottom of the abyſs. Thus, by the 
din of arms, and the rattling apparatus of war, Mars 
began to diſſeminate rage in every heart. The plain 
was filled with briſtling pikes, like ears of corn, 
which cover the fruitful fields in harveſt. Already 
clouds of duſt aroſe, gradually concealing heaven and 
earth from human ſight. Confuſion, horror, ſlaughter, 
unrelenting death, advanced. Scarce were the firſt 
darts thrown, when TELEMACRHVs, hfting his hands 
and eyes to heaven, thus preferred his prayer: * 
JorirkEx, father of gods and men! on our fide 
thou ſeeſt juſtice and peace, which we have not been 
aſhamed to ſeek. With reluctance we fight; willing 
to avoid ſhedding human blood, we do not hate this 
enemy himſelf, though cruel, perfidious, and facri- 
legious. See, and judge between us. If we muſt 
die, our lives are in thy hand. If we deliver Heſperia, 
and reduce the tyrant—from thy power, and the wil 
dom of thy daughter MIN ERA, ſhall we receive the 
victory : the glory will be thine. Thou, holding 
the balance in thy hand, determineſt the fate of battles, 
for thee we fight; as thou art judge, ADRASTUS 15 
more thy enemy than ours. If, before the cloſe of 
day, thy cauſe be victorious, the blood of a whole 
hecatomb ſhall ſtream on thine altars.” 

He ſpoke ; and inſtant drove his fiery foaming 
ſteeds among the thickeſt ranks of the enemy. He 
ſtraight encountered Periander, the Locrian, covered 
with a lion's ſkin, that he had killed in Cilicia when 
travelling in that country. He was armed like Her- 
cules, with an enormous club; his ſtrength and ſta- 
ture rendered him equal to the giants. When he 
ſaw TELEMAchus, he deſpiſed his youth, and the 
beauty of his countenance. * It well befits thee, ef- 
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ſeminate ſtripling,” ſaid he, * to diſpute with us the 
glory of battle. Go, child, go, ſeek thy father in 
the ſhades.” So ſaying, he lifted up his ponderous, 
knotty club, armed with iron ſpikes ; it ſeemed hke 
the maſt of a ſhip. All dreaded the falling 
blow; it threatened the head of the fon of Ur yssts, 
who avoided the ſtroke, then darted on Periander 
with the rapidity of an eagle cleaving the air. The 
deſcending club broke the wheel of a chariot near 
that of TELEMACHUs. Now, the young Greek with 
a javelin pierced Periander in the throat; his voice 
was choked by the boiling blood that guſhed from 
the gaping wound. His fiery horſes feeling no longer 
his enfeebled hand, but the looſe reins flowing on 
their necks, carried him hither and thither. He 
falls from the chariot, his eyes cloſed, and pale death 
pictured in his ghaſtly face. TeLEMacuvs pitied 
him; delivered his body immediately to his attend- 
ants ; but kept the lion's ſkin, and the club, as tro- 
phies of his victory. He then ſought AprasTus in 
the crowd ; but, ere he found him, ſent many a com- 
batant to the infernal regions : Hileus, whoſe chariot 
was drawn by two courſers, like thoſe of the ſun, fed 
in the extenſive meadows watered by the river Au- 
hdus: Demoleon, who in Sicily formerly almoſt 
equalled Erix in fighting with the ceſtus : Crantor, 
who had been the friend and entertainer of Hercules, 


when that ſon of Jupiter, paſſing through Heſperia, 


put to death the infamous Cacus : Menecrates, re- 
ported as equal to Pollux in wreſtling : Hippocoon, 
a dalapian, who imitated the dexterity and graceful- 
neſs of Caſtor in horſemanſhip : Eurymedes, a fa- 


mous hunter, always ſtained with the blood of bears 


and wild boars, killed by him on the ſnowy tops of the 
cold Apennine, who was ſaid to have been ſo dear to 
Diana, that ſhe taught him herſelf to ſhoot with the 
bow: Nicoſtrates, who vanquiſhed a giant that vo- 


mited fire among the rocks of mount Gargan : Ele- 
anthes, betrothed to the young Pholoe, daughter of 


the 
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the river Liris. She was promiſed in marriage by her 
father to him who ſhould deliver her from a winged 
ſerpent hatched on the banks of the river, which, ac. 
cording to oracular prediction, would have devoured 
her in a few days. The young man, deeply enamour. 
ed, to kill the monſter devoted himſelf : he was victo. 
rious, but had not enjoyed the fruit of his vic. 
tory : while Pholoe, awaiting a happy union, 1mpa- 
tiently expected Eleanthes, ſhe learned that he had 
followed ApRAsTUs to war, and fate had cruelly 
cut off his days. The woods and mountains adja- 
cent to the river echoed with her lamentations : her 
eyes ſhe drowned in tears, and tore her beauteous trel- 
ſes ; ſhe forgot the flowery garlands ſhe had been uſed 
to gather, and charged heaven with injuſtice. As ſhe 
ceaſed not weeping night and day, the gods, moved 
by her exclamations, and her father's entreaties, ter. 
minated her grief: in conſequence of tears, ſhe was 
ſuddenly changed into a fountain, which, gliding 
into the boſom of the river, unites its waters to thoſe 
of the god her father ; but the water of this fountain 
retains 1ts bitterneſs; no plant on 1ts margin flowers, 
nor other ſhade than that of cypreſs is found on 1t: 
melancholy banks. 
Meanwhile, AvRasTvs, informed that TELEMA- 
CHUS ſpread terror all around, eagerly ſought him: 


in hopes eaſily to vanquiſh the ſon of UL yYssEs, yet 


in tender youth, he led with him thirty Daunians, d 
extraordinary ſtrength, agility, and boldneſs, to whom 


he promiſed great rewards, if they could by any mean 


whatever diſpatch TELEMACHUS in the engagement. 
Had he met him art this period of the battle, un- 
doubtedly theſe thirty men ſurrounding the charid 
of TELEMACcHUs, while ADRAsTUs attacked him in 
front, would have found little difficulty in deſtroying 
him; but MINERVA miſled them. ADRASTLU 


fancying he ſaw and heard TELEMACHUs in 


hollow of the plain, at the foot of a hill, where a E. 
for | 


blood; 


a crowd of combatants, runs, flies, thirſting 
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blood ; but, inſtead of TELEMACHus, he finds old 
NesToOR, who, with a trembling hand, was throwing 
at hazard ſome harmleſs darts. AbprasTus, in his 
fury, would have diſpatched him; but a troop of Py- 
lians threw themſelves about him. Then did a cloud 
of darts darken the air, and envelope the comba- 
tants ; nothing was heard but the lamenting groans 
of the dying, and the clattering of the armour of 
choſe falling 1n the crowd. 'The ground was loaded with 
heaps of dead bodies; ftreams of blood ran on all 
ſides; Mars and Bellona, with the infernal furies clad 
in robes all over dropping blood, feaſted their cruel 
eyes with this ſpectacle, and continually renewed the 
rage of the combatants. Theſe divinities, enemies to 
mankind, baniſhed from the breaſts of both parties 
generous pity, moderated valour, and gentle huma- 
nity. In this tumult of men, inſatiate of mutual 
deſtruction, all was carnage, revenge, deſpair, and 
brutal fury. The ſage and invincible PALLAs herſelf 
at the fight ſhuddered, ſtruck with horror. 

In the mean time PHiLocTtETEsS, with ſlow ſteps, 
and bearing in his hands the arrows of Hercules, ad- 
vanced to the aſſiſtance of NESTOR. ADRasTUs, un- 
able to attack the divine old man, had hurled his darts 
at ſeveral Pylians, and had made them bite the 
ground. Already he had overthrown Euſilas, ſo ſwift 
in running, that he ſcarce left the prints of his feet 
on the ſand, and in his own country outſtripped the 
molt rapid billows of the Eurotas and the Alpheus. 
At his feet had fallen Entyphron, more beautiful than 


Hylas, as a ſportſman equal to Hippolitus ; Pterelas, 
who followed Ns TOR to the ſiege of Troy, and 
whom Achilles himſelf had loved for his courage 
and ſtrength ; Ariſtogiton, who bathing in the river 
| Achelous, had ſecretly received from that god the 
Power of aſſuming all ſorts of forms. In fact, he was 
ſo nimble and quick in every motion, that he eluded 
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the ſtrongeſt hands: but AprasTvus, with his lance, 


laid him motionleſs, and immediately his ſoul fled, 


; with his blood. Nesros, ſeeing his braveſt captains 
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fall under the hand of cruel AprasTvs, as yellow 
ears of corn fall in harveſt under the ſharp fickle 
of an indefatigable reaper, forgot the danger to which 
he uſeleſsly expoſed himſelf ; forgot alſo his age, and 
thought only of keeping his eyes on his ſon, who 
bravely maintained the fight in defence of his fa. 
ther: but the fatal moment was come, when Pt. 
SISTRATUS was to convince NESTOR how unfortu- 
nate, often, is protracted age. PisisrRATUsS aimed {9 
violent a blow at ApRASTus with his lance, that it 
muſt have brought him to the ground; but he 
avoided it; and while P1s15TRATUS, ſtaggered by mitl- 
ing his blow, was now recovering his lance, Abgas. 
ros wounded him with a javelin in the belly. 
Through the wound his bowels began to burft, with 
a ſtream of blood; his complexion faded like a flower, 
which the hand of a nymph has plucked in the mea. 
dow. His eyes were almoſt extinguiſhed, his voice 
faultered. Alceus, his governor, who was cloſe by 
him, ſupported him as he fell, and had hardly time 
to convey him to his father's arms: there, defirous 
of ſpeaking, and give the laſt marks of his tendernets, 
in attempting to ſpeak he expired. While PHILOoc YE. 
Es ſpread carnage and horror around him, in re- 
pelling the efforts of AbRAsrus, NxsToR held the 
corpſe of his ſon claſped in his arms; he filled the air 
with exclamations, and could not endure the light, 
« Wretch that I am!” ſaid he, to have been a 
father, and to have lived ſo long! Alas! cruel Deſi: 
nies, why had you not ended my life, either in chaſe of 
the wild boar of Calydon, in the voyage to Colchos, 0! 
the firſt ſiege of Troy? I ſhould have died glorioully, 
free from anguiſh ; now I linger out old age, at- 
flicted, deſpited, impotent! I live only for mulery : 
inſenſible but to grief! O my fon! O my fon! my 
dear ſon Pifiſtratus! when I loſt your brother Anti- 
lochus, I had you to comfort me: I have you no 
more, I ſhall never be comforted more; all is loſt to 
me. Hope, the only ſoftener of human affliction, 


no longer is beneficial to me. My dear children, 
Antl- 
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Antilochus, Piſiſtratus! to-day, methinks, I loſe you 
both ; the death of one opens atreſh the wound made 
in my heart by the other. I ſhall ſee you no more! 
Who ſhall cloſe my eyes? Who ſhall gather my 
aſhes ? O my dear Piſiſtratus, you died like your 
brother, as a gallant man; I alone am obliged to 
live.” So ſaying, he attempted to kill himſelf with a 
dart he had in his hand ; but his hand was held, and 
the body of his ſon forced from his embrace. Ihe 
unhappy old man {wooned, and was carried to his 
tent; where having a little recovered his ſpirits, he 
would have returned to the engagement, but was with- 
held by conſtraint, 

in the mean time, ApRasTuUs and PHILOCTETES 
ſought each other, their eyes ſparkling like thoſe of a 
lion and of a leopard when endeavouring to tear each 
other in pieces on the plains watered by the Cayſtra. 
Menaces, hoſtile fury, and cruel vengeance gleam 
from their ſavage eyes. Wherever their ſhafts are 
hurled, certain death follows : all the combatants be- 
hold them with affright. Already they lee cach other; 
and PaILOCTETES handles one of thoſe dreadful ar- 
rows, which never miſſed the mark when ſhot by 


him, and whoſe wounds are remedileſs. But Mars, 


who favoured the cruel and intrepid AbRAsrus, 


could not bear he ſhould fall ſo foon ; reſolved by 


him to increaſe the carnage, and prolong the horrors 


of war. ADRASTUS was yet deſtined by divine juſtice 
to puniſh mankind by ſhedding human blood. That 
inſtant, when PH1LoCTETES deſigned to attack him, 
he was himſelf wounded by a lance from Amphima- 
chus, a young Lucanian, handſomer than the famous 
Nireus, whoſe beauty yielded only to that of Achilles 


among all the Greeks who fought at the ſiege of Troy. 


; 
3 


Scarcely had PILOT ET Es received the wound, than 


he let fly the arrow at Amphimachus; it pierced him 


do the heart. Inſtantly his beautiful black eyes were 
. quenched, and covered with the ſhades of death. The 
Vermilion of his lips, more lively than the roſes which 


Aurora ſcatters through the horizon, faded; frightful 
Xx 2 paleneſs 
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paleneſs overſpread his cheeks. That face, ſo delicate 
and tender, was ſuddenly disfigured. ' PHI LO TE TES 
himſelf pitied him: all the combatants ſighed, ſeeing 
the youth fall, and welter in his blood; his hair, beau. 
tiful as that of Apollo, trailing in the duſt. Pm1Loc. 
TETES, having flain Amphimachus, was obliged tg 
quit the battle; his ſtrength failing by loſs of blood; 
his old wound, by his efforts in fight, ſeeming ready 
to break out again, and renew his pains ; for the ſons 
of Eſculapius, with their divine ſkill, had not been 
able perfectly to cure him. Behold him then almoſ 
falling on a heap of bleeding bodies that furround 
him, when Archidamus, the moſt high-ſpirited and FE 
dexterous of all the CEbahans, whom he had brought | 
with him to found Petilia, carries him off from the | 
engagement, at the inſtant when AprasTus would 
eatly have laid him at his feet. Nothing now cou 1 
venture to reſiſt ADpRASTH Us, or delay his victory ; 
falls, all flies. He ruſhed like an overwhelming tor- 
rent, that with furious waves ſweeps away corn, flocks, 
ſhepherds, and villages. 

TELEMACHUS heard at a diftance the ſhouts of 
the conquerers, and ſaw the diforder of his allies, fly- 
ing before ApRasTvs, as a herd of timorous deer 
traverſe the vaſt foreſts, woods, mountains, and even 
the moſt rapid rivers, when purſued by the hunt 
men. TELEMAchus groaned ; indignation {parklec 
from his eyes, he quitted the {por where he had long 
fought with much danger and glory. He ran to ſup: 
port his troops; he advanced, covered with the blood 
of numerous enemies, whom he had laid along in duk. 
From atar he ſhouted, and was heard by both armies 
MinzryAa had rendered his voice even terrible: th 
neighbouring mountains re-echoed the found, Ne 
did Mars in Thrace exalt his horrid voice with great 
force, when ſummoning the infernal furies, war and 
death. The ſhout of TELEMAChHus inſpired I 
troops with courage and ſpirit, but froze his enemi: 
with fear. Even AbRkasrus was aſhamed to fin 


himſelf diſordered. Numerous untavourable preſag 
alarms! 
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alarmed him, and rather deſpair than cool courage 
fupported him. Thrice did his trembling knees 
begin to fink under him ; thrice did he recoil without 
thinking what he did. A {woon-like paleneſs and a 
cold ſweat overſpread all his limbs. His hoarſe faul- 
tering voice completed no word diſtinctly; his eyes 
ſparkling fierce gloomy fire, ſeemed ſtarting from luis 
head; all his motions were convulſive; he appeared 
like Oreſtes agitated by the furies. Then did he be- 
gin to ſuppoſe that there were Gods. He fancied he 
{aw them angry; that he heard a hollow voice come 
from the bottom of the abyſs, calling him from the 
gloomy Tartarus. All convinced him of an inviſible 
celeſtial hand held over him, ready to fall heavy on 
his head. Hope was extinguiſhed in his breaft ; his 


intrepidity vaniſhed, as daylight diſappears when the 


{un ſets in the boſom of the lea, leaving the earth en- 
veloped in the ſhades of night. 

The impious AbRAsrus, too long ſuffered on 
earth, had not ſuch a ſcourge been neceſſary to men, 
the impious AbRASTUS draws near his end. He 
runs headlong to meet his inevitable deſtiny, ac- 
companied by horror, ſharp remorſe, conſternation, 
fury, rage, and deſpair. Scarce did he perceive TELE- 
Achs, when he thought he ſaw Avernus opening, 
and the rolling flames that iſſue from black Phlege- 
thon ready to devour him. He cried aloud, and his 
mouth remains wide open, yet is he unable to utter a 
word. Like a man aſleep, who, in a frightful dream, 
opens his mouth, and labours to ſpeak; but ſpeech 
ever fails him, and he attempts it in vain. With a 
precipitate and trembling hand AprAasTUs throws a 
Javelin at TELEMACHUs ; who, intrepid as a friend 
of the gods, defends himſelf with his buckler. Victory 
covering him with her wings, ſeemed already to hold. 
a crown ſuſpended over his head. Courage, calrn 
and unruffled, beamed in his eye; one would haye 
taken him for Minerva herſelf, ſuch ſagacity and 
telf-conduct did he diſcover amid the greateſt dan 
gers. The javelin thrown by ApraASTUS being re- 
| pelled 
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pelled by the ſhield of TRELEMACHUs, he inſtantly 
unſheathed his ſword, to prevent the ſon of Ur vs. 
SES the advantage of throwing his javelin in his turn, 
TELEMACHUS, ecing him ſword in hand, inſtantly 
unſheathed his own, and left his javelin. The other 
combatants beholding them thus engaged in cloſe 
light, ſilently laid down their arms to watch them at- 
tentively, expecting their combat would determine the 
fate of the war. Their two ſwords, glittering like the 
flaſhes of lightning from whence breaks the thunder, 
croſſed each other ſeveral times; with their ineffec. 
tual ſtrokes the poliſhed armour rings. The two com- 
batants extend their bodies, bend, ſtoop, inſtantly riſe 
again, at laſt they cloſe. Ihe ivy, ſpringing at the 
root of a wild aſh, claſps not more cloſely with its 
interwoven branches the 3 and knotty trunk, even 
to the higheſt boughs, than they claſped one ano- 
ther. AbRAs ros had not yet loſt any of his ſtrength; 
TzLEMAcnuvs had not yet attained his full vigour. 
ADRasTUs often endeavoured to ſurpriſe his enemy, 
and to overſet him. He endeavoured allo to ſeize his 
ſword, but in vain ; that inſtant TELEMAcnvus hited 
him up, and flung him on the plain. Then did that 
impious man, who had always deſpiſed the gods, dil- 
cover a daſtardly fear of death; aſhamed to aſk tor 
life, yet unable to withhold evident defires for it. 
He endeavoured to move the pity of TELEMACHUs. 
« Son of ULYssEs,” ſaid he, © at length I own the 
juſt gods, who puniſh me as 1 deſerve. Misfor- 


tune alone opens the eyes of men to truth; I ſee it, it | 


condemns me: but let an unhappy king remind 


you of your father, who is far from Ithaca, and let | 


that touch your heart.” IELEMACcHUs, who held him 


down under his knees, and had already raiſed his 


{word to plunge it in his breaſt, immediately replied: 


] defire but the victory, and the peace of the nations 


I came to ſuccour. I delight not in ſhedding blood. 
Live then, AbRaAsrus, but live to repair your faults: 
reſtore whatever you have uſurped ; re-eſtabliſh tran- 


guillity and juſtice on the coaſt of the great Heſperia, 
8 which 
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which you have defiled by ſo many maſſacres and 
treacheries; live, and become another man; learn by 

your fall that the gods are juſt; chat the bad are mi- 
fſerable; that they deceive themſelves when ſeeking 
| happineſs by violence, cruelty, and falſehood ; in fhort, 
that nothing is ſo ſweet, or ſo happy, as ſimple, ſtedfaſt 
virtue. Give us as hoſtages your ſon Metrodorus, with 
| twelve chiefs of your nation.“ 
This ſaid, TELEMACuus ſuffered ADbRASTUS to 
= riſe, and held out his hand to him, without ſuſpi- 
cion of his treachery ; but ADpraAsTvus that inſtant 
| threw at him a ſecond javelin, very ſhort, which he 
had kept concealed. So ſharp was the weapon, and 
| ſo dexterouſly thrown, that it would have penetrated 
the armour of TELEMACHũws, had it not been divine. 
At the ſame time Ap RASHTUsS leaped behind a tree, 


to elude the purſuit of TELEMACHUs, who thus ex- 


claimed: Daunians, you behold the victory 1s ours; 
the miſcreant ſaves himſelf only by treachery; he, who 
fears not the gods, fears death: whereas thoſe who 
fear the gods, fear nothing elſe.“ Pronouncing theſe 
words, he advanced toward the Daunians, making a 
ſign at the ſame time to his own men, who were on 
the other ſide of the tree, to cut off the retreat of the 
perfidious ADRASTUS, who, afraid of being ſurpriſed, 
feigned to return the way he came, and would have 
opened to himſelf a paſſage through the Cretans, who 
Zoppoled him. But TELEMACHũs immediately darted 
upon him, quick as the thunder which the father of 
the gods hurls from the lofty Olympus on the heads 
or guilty men; with his victorious hand he ſeizes him, 
; and throws him backward, as the cruel north wind 


; levels the tender cars that gild the plain; nor hears 
| him, though the impious caitiff dared attempt once 
ore to abule the goodneſs of his heart. He plunged 
1 ſword into his boſom, and ſent him headlong into 
5 e flames of gloomy Tartarus : fit puniſhment of 


nis crimes, 


THE END OF THE TWENTIETH BOOK. 


m ³² ! . PR" Cu; 
% 7 gk 2 * 4 — af > oy 
_ £< Ab . Y 


: 
—_—w ——--_——_ go 5 4 — 
_ a OG So POR - 
- = s 
- - as 2 


— —ül — — 
9 83 — — 
= 


——- 
2 hw of 


- a _ 
- - — - 
* . 


— RK: S2 OY OR nnd 


F 42 _—_— 
8 3 1 ” = ä r 
- —_— = + 1 * Y as pears — pn = 3 oe. £84 — = : — EP 
— . 7§—,rß—rð ES . ͤ — + ö — 3 J 
828 — 1 * . : : — Er ee II ——_ 
Pw _—_—y 
- 2 


— —— — 


— — . 4 
r - 
yl SL ner ea „4% 2— ——_— 
, 


s — — > — 


—-— - 
* 


— — —— — 
* „„ 


2 + 


— 


— — oh. Bos — _ 
ASS i IS £4 >. 4 _ x oe * 


ARGUMENT OF THE TWENT V- FIRST 


BOOK. 


ADRASTUS Being dead, the Daunians offer their 


hands to the allies, to ſignify their inclination to peace ; 
and deſire them to allow them to chooſe a king out of 
their own nation. NESTOR, being inconſolable for the 
loſs of bis ſon, comes not to the aſſembly of the chiefs; 
in which ſeveral give it as their opinion, that the lands 
of the conquered ought to be divided, and the territory 
of Arpi ceded to TELEMacnuus. Far from accej- 
ing this offer, TELEMACHUS makes it appear to bt 
tbe common intereſt of the allies to chooſe POLY DAMUs 
king of the Daunians, and to leave them in poſſeſſion i 
their lands, He afterwards prevailed upon that per}!: 
40 aſſign the country of Arpi to DioMEDES, 4-0 e 
ebanced to arrive in the camp. The troubles being this 
eompoſed, the ſeveral nations ſeparaie, in order to feli 
Lome, | 
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CARCELY was ADpRaAsTvus dead, when all the | 
Daunians, far from regretting their defeat, and 
the loſs of their chief, rejoiced at their deliverance ; 
offering their hands to the allies, in token of peace 
and reconciliation. Metrodorus, fon of Apr asTvs, | 
whom his father had trained in maxims of diſſimula- | 
tion, injuſtice, and cruelty, fled ike a coward. But | 
a ſlave, his accomplice in his cruel and infamous ac- | 
tions, whom he had liberated, and loaded with fa- 
yours, and to whom alone he had entruſted himſelf in | 
his flight, thought of nothing but betraying him, from | | 
* mercenary views. He killed him from behind, as he J 
: fled, cut off his head, and carried it to the camp of the 0 
allies, expecting great reward for a crime that would 
end the war. But all were ſhocked at the wretch, and 
be was put to death. TELEMuACHũs could not re- 
frain tears, when he beheld the head of Metrodorus, 
a young man extremely beautiful, and naturally well 
diſpoſed, but corrupted by pleaſures and bad exam- 
ples. Alas!” ſaid he, © theſe are the poiſons in 
the proſperity of a young prince; the greater his 
elevation and vivacity, the farther he recedes from 
virtuous ſentiment : and, perhaps, I alſo ſhould have 
been the ſame, had not my early misfortunes, thanks 
to the gods, and the inſtructions of MENToR, taught 
me moderation.” | | 
The Daunians in council demanded as the only | 
condition of peace, that they ſhould be allowed to * 
chooſe a king of their own nation ; who, by his vir- 1 
tues, might efface the opprobrium brought on the | 
throne by the impious AprasTus. They thanked the 
gods, that they had cut off the tyrant; and came in | 
= crowds to kiſs the hand of TELEMAcavs, which had [ 
been imbrued in the blood of the monſter ; eſteem- 
ung their defeat a triumph. Thus, in a moment, 


> — — 
1 _ 1 — — . - 
* * n — = 2 — *. 
d 2 
* » 1 " < 
—— — 
: * 


— 


— — 
. 2 ZACMS * * 
. — — — 
a xt | 
i» 
4 


r 


ene 
— Aa, 4 — > Fr 
— — . * — —— — CITED 7 — — 1 


ba *"®«. 4 


ies — — — N — 
—— —— — „ — 
—— — * 
d bs a "4 9 * 8 oy " 
N * = [4 * . 
— — — 
CY = 
——_—_ 


* 
— — 
RR — 


> > 6 * . — — — — 
— TIT OI — x x 
— 2 - - 


D 3 
a—_—_ 


- . 
——_— 
TT * 


4 
4 N 
" 


kf * 


— LSWED 
( 3 


„*r — 


—— — — 7-2 _ 
- a a - — F + ww 


346 THE ADVENTURES 


fell irrecoverably that power which had threatened 
every other in Heſperia, and made ſo many nations 
tremble. Reſembling grounds that appear firm and 
ſolid, but are gradually undermined : the feeble at. 
tempts to ſap them are long ridiculed ; nothing ſeem; 
weakened ; all is level; nothing gives way; never. 
theleſs, progreſſively, every ſupport is deſtroyed, til 
the moment, when ſuddenly the ſinking ground 
opens a dreadful gulf. Thus a power unjuſt and 
fraudulent, whatever proſperity it may derive from is 
violences, digs a deep pit for itſelf. Fraud and oppre- 
ſion, by degrees, undermine the moſt ſolid foundation 
of legal authority. Admired, dreaded, it makes be. 


holders tremble, till in a moment it is no more. 1 


ſinks under its own weight; nothing can raiſe i 


again ; having deſtroyed with 1ts own hands, the true 


pillars of power, good faith and juſtice, which com: 
mand love and confidence. 
Next day the chiefs of the army aſſembled to grant 


a king to the Daunians. It gave great pleature u 


oblerve the two camps intermingled by ſo unexpectet 
a friendſhip, and the two armies become in a mam 
ner but one. The ſage NESTOR could not aſſiſt in 
the council, his heart being utterly depreſſed with grit 


and old age; as a flower, which at morning dawn wi 


the ornament and glory of the verdant meads, 1 


the evening overwhelmed, languiſhes beneath wp" 


beating rain. His eyes were become two inceſſant four 


tains of tears: far from them fled balmy fleep, tu 
ſooths ſevereſt ſorrow ; hope, that life of the human; 


heart, was in him quite extinguiſhed, All kind d 
nouriſhment was bitter to the unfortunate old mai; 
light itſelf was odious. The only wiſh of his fol 
was to relinquiſh the body, and to deſcend into - 


endleſs ſhades of Pluto's empire. All his friends a 


tempted to conſole him in vain : his fainting bei 
was diff uſted with triendſhip, as a fick man wil 


food. To th I moſt endearing expreſſions pothble | 


his friends, he replied only by groans and a 
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Now and then he would exclaim : „O Piſiſtratus, 
Pifiſtratus, Piſiſtratus, my ſon, thou calleſt me; I fol- 
iow thee, Piſiſtratus! Thou wilt make my death 
agreeable, my dear fon ! All my deſires are to fee 
thee again on the banks of Styx.” Then he would 

aſs whole hours without a word; groaning only, lift- 
ing his hands, and ſtreaming eyes, to heaven. Mean- 
while, the princes in council waited for TELEMA- 
chus, who ſtood by the body of Piſiſtratus, ſtrew- 
ing it with flowers by handfuls ; adding exquiſite per- 
fumes, and ſhedding floods of bitter tears ! ** O, my 
dear companion,” ſaid he; * never ſhall I forget that 
I faw you at Pylos, followed you to Sparta, and met 
you again on the coaſt of the great Heitperia. A thou- 
ſand, and a thouſand obligations I owe you; I loved 
you, as you did me: J knew your valour, it would 
have ſurpaſſed that of many famous Grecian warriors. 
Alas ! it has cloſed your days with glory; but it has 
deprived the world of a riting virtue, which would 
have equalled that of your father. Yes, your wiſdom 
and eloquence in mature age, would have equalled 
thoſe of this ſage, the admiration of Greece. You had 
already that ſoft irreſiſtible inſinuation of ſpeech ; thoſe 
ſimple manners of narration ; that ſagacious modera- 
won which operates like a charm in pacifying angry 
ſpirits; that authority which reſults from the pru- 
dence and the vigour of judicious counſel. When 
you ſpoke, all liſtened ; all were prepoflefled in 
your favour; all were willing to own you right: 
your ſimple modeſt eloquence diſtilled on their hearts, 
us dew on the tender graſs. Alas! of all theſe valu- 
able endowments which we poſſeſſed but a few hours 
ago, we are now deprived for ever! Piſiſtratus, 
whom I embraced this morning, is no more! No- 
thing remains of him but the ſad remembrance. At 
leaſt, had you lived to cloſe the eyes of NesToR, be- 
tore we had cloſed your eyes, he would not have ſeen 
what he now ſees, he would not have been the moſt 
Aretched of fathers.” After this lamentation, TELE- 
82 MACHUS 
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MA cHus directed the bleeding wound in the fide of 
Piſiſtratus to be waſhed. He was laid by his order 
on a bed of purple, where, his head reclining on one 
fide, deadly pale, he reſembled a young tree, which, 
having overſhadowed the land, and reared its ver. 
dant boughs toward heaven, 1s laid low by the ſharp 
axe of the woodman. No longer ſupported by its 
roots, nor by the earth, its fruitful mother, which 
nouriſhed its ſhoots in her boſom ; it languiſhes ; its 
yerdure diſappears, it declines, it falls. Its branches, 
which excluded the light, now {ſweep the duſt, de- 
cayed and withered ; it is now but a fallen log, 
ſtripped of its beauty. Thus Piſiſtratus, a prey to 
death, was carried by bearers to be laid on the fu- 
neral pile. A troop of Pylians, with downcaſt weep. 
ing eyes, their arms reverſed, ſlowly accompanied 
it; and now the flame aſcends to heaven. The body 
was ſoon conſumed ; the aſhes were incloſed in a 
golden urn, which TELEMacHvus, who ſuperintended 
the whole, committed as a great treaſure ro Callima- 
chus, who had been tutor to Piſiſtratus. Keep,” 
ſaid he, * theſe melancholy, but precious remains of 
him you loved. Keep them for his father ; but; be- 
fore you preſent them to him, wait till he has reco- 
vered ſtrength to aſk for them: what at one time ex- 
cites grief, at another aſſuages it.“ 

TELIEMAcRHus then entered the aſſembly of the 
allied kings, in which as ſoon as he appeared, all were 
ſilent, that he might be heard the better. He bluſhed, 
and could not be prevailed on to ſpeak. The encomi- 
ums beſtowed on him by public acclamations for al! 
he had done, increaſed his contuſion ; he withed he 
could have concealed himſelf.” It was the firſt time 
he appeared embarraffed, and diſconcerted. At laſt 
he begged as a favour that they would forbear fur- 
ther plaudits. Not,” faid he, * that I don't love 
22 eſpecially when beſtowed by ſuch judges of me- 

but that I fear becoming too fond of them; they 
corrupr mankind ; make us ſelf-· conceited; render us 
vain, 
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yain, and preſumptuous. We muſt merit praiſe, but 
ayoid it; the higheſt praiſes reſemble the falſe. Ty- 
rants, the moſt vicious of the human race, are thoſe 
who have made their flatterers praiſe them moſt. | 
What pleaſure 1s there in being praiſed like them ? | 
Genuine praiſe is that beſtowed on me while abſent, 14 
if I am happy enough to deſerve it. If you really think Y | 

. 


me worthy, you ought alſo to ſuppoſe I would be mo- | 
deſt, and fearful of vanity. Spare me then, if you 
eſteem me; and treat me not as one enamoured of 
applauſe.” TELEMAChos having thus {poken, was 
filent to thoſe who continued to extol him to the 
- ſkies ; and by an air of indifference ſoon reſtrained 
their encomiums; they began to fear offending him 1 
by their praiſe: thus their praiſes ended; but their 14 
admiration increaſed. The whole camp knew the I 
tenderneſs he had expreſſed for Piſiſtratus, and how f 
careful he had been of rendering him the laſt duties. 
The whole army was more affected by theſe marks 
of the goodneſs of his heart, than by all the prodi- 
gies of wiſdom and valour which ſo lately had ſhone | 
in him. „He is wiſe, he is vallant!“ ſaid they to one 1 
another in private, the friend of the gods, the true | 
hero of our age: he is more than human! But theſe N 
qualities only excite our wonder and aſtoniſhment. 1 
He is humane, benevolent, a faithful and affectionate 
friend, compaſſionate, liberal, beneficent, wholly at- ; 
tached to thoſe whom he ſhould love. He is the [ 
delight of thoſe he lives with : he has ſhaken off his 'þ 
haughtineſs, indifference, and pride. Theſe good 'Þ 
qualities are of conſtant uſe : theſe touch the heart; 
theſe bind our affections to him; theſe make us ſen- 
lible of all his goodneſs ; theſe render us ready to lay 
down our lives for him.” | 
When this diſcourſe was over, they began to men- | 
tion the neceſſity of giving a king to the Daunians. þ 
It was the opinion of moſt of the princes preſent in | 
the council, that the country ought to be conſidered 14 
as conquered, and the lands divided. TELEMA- 
1 | | e 
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chus was offered for his ſhare the fertile country cf 
Arpi, which bears twice a year the rich gifts of Ceres, 
the delicious preſents of Bacchus, and the ever-green 
fruit of the olive, ſacred to Minerva. That coun- 
try,” ſaid they, will make you forget the poor coi- 
tages of Ithaca, the dreadful rocks of Dulichium, 
and ſavage foreſts of Zacinthus. Seek no further for 
your father, who muſt have periſhed in the waves at 
the promontory of Caphareus, by the vengeance of 
Nauplius, and the anger of Neptune; nor your 
mother, poſſeſſed by her lovers ſince your departure; 

nor your country, whofe {oil is not favoured by Hea- 
ven like that we now offer you.” This diſcourſe he 
heard patiently ; but the rocks of Thrace and Theſſaly 
are not more deaf or inſenſible to the plaintive ſuppli- 
cations of deſpairing lovers, than TELEM&4cnvs wa; 
to all theſe offers. As for me,“ replied he, ** I regard 
neither riches or pleaſures : what advantage is poſſeſ- 
{ing a greater extent of land, and the government of 
a greater number of men ? It 1s only to have more 
trouble and leſs liberty. Life, even to the wiſeſt and 
moſt moderate, is ſufficiently full of misfortunes, with- 
out increaſing them by the trouble of governing head- 
firong, reſtleſs, unjuſt, treacherous, and ungratetul 
men. To deſire the rule of men purely from telt-love, 
regarding mere perſonal authority, grandeur, and plea- 
fure, is to become i impious, a tyrant, a ſcourge of man- 
kind. On the contrary, when one deſires to rule over 
men, only on juſt principles, for their benefit, he 1 
rather their tutor than their,ruler, and gets nothing but 
infinite trouble; and is far from deſiring more exten— 
five authority. The ſhepherd, who does not butcher 
his flock, who expoſes his life to defend them from 
the wolves. who watches day and night, and conduc:; 
them to good paſtures, has no ſolicitude to increaſe 
the number of his ſheep, and to ſeize thoſe of his 
netghbours : it would be only increaſing his trouble. 
Although,” continued he, * have never ruled, | 


have learnt from the laws, and the wife men who mad. 
them, 
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them, how difficult is the government of cities and 
kingdoms. I am therefore ſatisfied with my poor 
Ichaca: though it be ſmall and poor, I ſhall have glory 
enough, if I rule it with juſtice, piety, and valour. 
Even there, I ſhall but too ſoon aſcend the throne. 
The gods grant that my father, eſcaped the fury of 
the waves, may reign there to the extremeſt old age; 
and may I have a lengthened opportunity of learning 
from him how to vanquiſh my own paſſions, that 1 
may know how to moderate thoſe of a whole na- 
tion.” He afterwards proceeded thus: Hear, O 
aſſembled princes ! what I think my duty to lay be- 
fore you, for your intereſt. If you give the Daunians 
2 juſt king, he will rule them with juſtice ; he will 
convince them how greatly it is their intereſt to main- 
tain integrity, and not to uſurp the poſſeſſions of their 
neighbours: this they never could have learned un- 


der the | impious ApRasTUs. While they are governed 


by a wiſe and juſt prince, you will have nothing to 
fear from them; they will be indebted to you "for 
their good king, and will owe to you the peace and 
proſperity they enjoy. Theſe people, far from attack- 
ing you, will bleſs you inceſſantly: both king and 
people will be creatures of your hands. If, on the 
other hand, you will divide their lands among you, 

theſe misfortunes l predict will follow: become deſper- 
ate, this people will renew the war; will fight juſtly for 
their liberty; and the gods, enemies to tyranny, will 
fight in their behalf. Should the gods interfere, ſooner 
or later you will be confounded, and your proſperity 
will vaniſh like ſmoke. Wiſdom and counſel will for- 
lake your chiefs, courage your armies, and fertilit 

your lands. You will delude yourſelves ; will en- 
gage in raſh enterpriſes ; will filence good men, who 
would tell you truth ; you will ſuddenly fink : and 
It will be ſaid of you, 7 Are thoſe then the flouriſh 
ing nations whack pretended to give law to ail the 
world? They now fly before their enemies, the con- 
tempt of the nations who now trample on them: this 
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ance of a hero: one may eaſily ſee he has ſuffered 
long 
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I is the work of the gods; this is what unjuſt, proud, | 1c 
4 cruel people deſerve.” Farther, conſider, that if you 1 
1 attempt to divide among you this conqueſt, you unite 0 
againſt you all the neighbouring nations. Your con- te 
federacy, formed to defend the common liberty of te 
Heſperia againſt the uſurper Ap RASTUSs, will be- p 
„ come odious; and you will be juſtly charged by all 1 if 
4 nations with aſpiring to univerſal deſpotiſm. But! Bi 
4 ſuppoſe you conquerors of the Daunians, and every a 
1 other ſtate. Such conqueſts will ruin you. Con- | Cl 
| ſider, ſuch an enterprite would diſunite you all; as a) 
4 not founded on juſtice, you will have no rule to de- W 
1 termine your ſeveral pretenſions; each will expe& C 
4 that his ſhare ſhould be proportioned to his power; n 
4 none among you will have authority enough over the I 
4 others to make this diſtribution peaceably. Behold a b 
bt ſource of war, of which your grandchildren may not 1 

ſee the end. Is 1t not better to be juſt and mode- h 
4 rate, than to follow ambition attended with ſo much de 
1 danger, and through ſo many unavoidable misfor- e 
f tunes? Profound peace, the innocent agreeable plea- W 
1 ſures that accompany it, happy plenty, the friend - n 
i ſhip of your neighbours, the glory inſeparable from M 
. juſtice; the authority acquired in becoming, by good fi 
„ faith, the arbiters of foreign nations: are not theſe fi 
. advantages more deſirable than the ridiculous vanity 1 . 
of unjuſt conqueſt ? O princes ! O kings | You ſee 1 4 
; 1 I am quite diſintereſted in what I ſay. Liſten then h 
if to him who is enough your friend, to contradict, | 1 
4 perhaps diſpleaſe you, by repreſenting the truth.“ | 0 
4 While TELEMAcHvus thus harangued, with an ly 
4 authority never obſerved in any other, and all the N 
4 princes, ſuſpended in aſtoniſhment, admired the wiſ- 4 
k dom of his counſels, a confuſed noiſe diffuſed itſelf 1 ® 
| through the whole camp, and reached the place 7 
4 where the aſſembly was held. A ſtranger,” ſaid | | 
| they, © is juſt arrived on the coaſt, with a troop of a 
1 armed men. He has a noble mien, and all the appear- 0 
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long misfortunes; but the greatneſs of his courage has 
raiſed him above all his 1 At firſt the people 
of the country, who guarded the ccaſt, reſolved 
to attack him as an enemy landing with a hoſtile in- 
tention 3 but having drawn his ſword with an intre- 
pid air, he told them he knew how to defend himſelf 
if attacked, but requeſted only peace and hoſpita- 
lity : accordingly, he held out a branch of olive, as 
a ſuppliant. Being attended to, he deſired to be 
conducted to the governors of this part of Heſperia : 
and now they are bringing him hither for conference 
with the kings aflembled.” This account was ſcarce 
concluded, when the ſtranger appeared, with an air of 
majeſty that ſurpriſed the whole aſſembly. He might 
have eaſily paſſed for the god Mars, when he aſſem- 
bles on the mountains of Thrace his blood-thirſty 
troops. He thus began diſcourſe: „OO ye ſhep- 
herds of the people, doubtleſs here afſembled either 


to defend your country againſt its enemies, or to en- 


force the moſt juſt laws, yield attention to a man 
whom fortune has perſecuted ! The gods grant you 
may never meet with ſuch diſtrefles! I am D1o- 
MEDEsS, king of Etolia, who wounded Venus at the 
fiege of Troy. The vengeance of that goddeſs pur- 
ſues me through the univerſe. Neptune, who can 
retuſe nothing to the divine daughter of the ſea, has 
abandoned me to the rage of winds and waves, which 
have often daſhed my ſhips to pieces againſt the rocks. 
The inexorable Venus has deprived me of every hope 
of ſeeing again my kingdom, my family, and the 
ſweet light of that country where I firſt ſaw the day. 
No, 1 ſhall never ſee again what J held moſt dear in 


life. After numerous ſhipwrecks, I venture aſhore on 


NY 
a 
* 

c 
. 
25 


this ſtrange coaſt, ſeeking ſome ſmall repoſe, and a ſafe 
retreat. If you fear the gods, and eſpecially Jupiter, 
the protector of ſtrangers; if you have any feelings 
of compaſſion, refuſe me not ſome barren corner in 
this wide extended country, ſome deſert, ſome craggy 
cliffs or fands, where, with my companions, I may 
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found a. city, as at leaft a melancholy repreſentation 
of our now loft native land. We aſk but a ſmall ſpace 
of ground, which is uſeleſs to you. We ſhall live in 
ſtrict friendſhip and alliance with you; your enemie: 
ſhall be ours; we ſhall engage in all your intereſts ; 
we aſk but the hberty of living by our own laws.” 
While DiomeDEs thus fpake, the eyes of TELE. 
MACHvUs were fixed upon him; different paſſions by 
turns appeared in his countenance. When he be. 
gan to mention his long misfortunes, he hoped this 
majeſtic man might be his father. Directly as he had 
declared himſelf DiomeDes, the countenance of Tx. 
LEMAchus faded like a fair flower defaced by the 
baleful breath of ruthleſs Boreas. When Diomepr; 
afterwards complained of the prolonged anger of a 
goddefs, his words affected TELEMAacnvs, by re. 
' minding him of fimilar ſorrows ſuffered by his father 
and himſelf. Mingled tears of pity and joy ran 
down his cheeks, and he threw himſelf into the em- 
brace of DiomztDEs. I am,” ſaid he, the fon 
of ULYssSEs, whom you knew, and who aſſiſted you 
when you carried off the famous horſes of Rheſus, 
The gods have perſecuted him, equally as you, with- 
out pity. If the oracles of Erebus deceive me not, 
he yet lives; but, alas! he lives not for me. I let 
Ithaca to ſeek him, now I can neither find Ithaca 
nor him. Judge, by my misfortunes, my compaſſion 
for thoſe of others. The advantage of having been 
unfortunate 1s, that we acquire ſympathy with the 
diſtreſſes of others. Though but a ſtranger here my- 
ſelf, I can, renowned DiomtDEes, the moſt invincible 
of all the Greeks except Achilles—(for, notwith- 
ſtanding the calamities of my country during my im 


fancy, my education has not been ſo bad as to leave i 
me ignorant of your glory acquired 1n battle) I can, 
] ſay, procure you ſome aſſiſtance. Theſe prince, 
whom you ſee, poſſeſs humanity ; they know there! 
no virtue, no true courage, no ſolid glory without hu. 


manity. Misfortune adds new luſtre to the glory d 
great 
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1 A A . : 
I great men: they are deficient: while ſtrangers to miſ- 
ortune, as examples of patience and fortitude are ! 

| 
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wanting in their lives: every heart that has any 
reliſh tor virtue, ſympathizes with ſuffering virtue. 
Ours be the care to comfort you, ſince the gods con- 
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duct you among us; we accept it as a preſent made 1 
us, and ought to account ourſelves happy in having | * 
power to alleviate your diſtreſs.” While he ſpoke, Hl 


D1oMEDEs, aſtoniſhed, eyed him ſtedfaſtly, and felt . 
a ſtrong emotion in his heart. They embraced, as ol 
if they had been long intimate friends. DioMeDEs | | | 
exclaimed, ©* O worthy ſon of UL xss Es, I behold in 
you his mild aſpect, his graceful language, his | 
nervous eloquence, his noble ſentiments, and his pro- | 
found wiſdom,” | 
Then PHriLocTETEs likewiſe embreced the great | 
ſeon of Tydeus; they related to each other their miſ- 
KF fortunes. PHILOCTETES ſaid to DiomeDEs, © Un- 
docubtedly you will be pleaſed to ſee again the ſage 
\ & Nesror, who has juſt loſt his laſt remaining ſon Pi- 


— — — — 
4 o * - 2— 


RE = 


£3 + —— —ͤ 
© on poo; —XF + 4 — 


— —— ͤ &- r. — 
— 
-w er ot 72 


— 4 


— 


ws . _ 
*s bets 3 


—— — —— 
— 


wee ¶ V — — oats 


ſiſtratus; his remain of life is a path of ſorrow that ol. 
„ conducts him to the grave. Come, and comfort 1 
bim: an unfortunate friend is more likely to conſole it 9 
„ bis grief than any other.” Then they went toge- þ . | 
ther to the tent of NESTOR, who hardly recollected { +0 
i Dion DES, ſo much had grief deprefled his ſpirits iT, 
n and his underſtanding. At firſt DiomtDEes wept 11. 

15 

f 


with NES TOR, and by their interview the old man's N 
grief redoubled; but afterwards it was gradually N 
aſſuaged by the preſence of ſuch a friend. His afflic- [+ 
ton was evidently a little ſuſpended by the pleaſure 
of recounting what he had ſuffered ; and by hearing, | 
in his turn, whatever had befallen Diome pts. | | 
While they converſed together, TELEMACHus 
and the other chiefs aſſembled were debating their 
future proceedings. TELEMAchus adviſed to give 

= the territory of Arpi to Diouk DES; and to chooſe 
for king of the Daunians PoL Y DAM AVS, one of them- 
of ſelyes: an officer of renown, whom ApRAstrus out 
mY LES: of 
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of jealouſy never would employ, apprehenſive leſt the 
ſucceſs of his arms ſhould be attributed to this gene- 


ral's abilities, and himſelf be diſappointed in his hopes 


of the whole glory. PoLYDAMAs had often intimated 
to him privately, that he expoſed too much his life 
and his kingdom's welfare, in this war againſt {6 
many nations combined ; and would have engaged 
him to a conduct more moderate and juſt toward 
his neighbours ; but men who hate the truth, hate 
alſo thoſe who have the courage to repreſent it. They 
are unmoved either by their zeal, or ſincerity, or diſin- 
tereſtedneſs. A delufive proſperity hardened the 
heart of Apr As rus againſt the moſt ſalutary advices : 
refuſing to follow them, he triumphed daily over his 
enemies, Inſult, treachery, violence, procured vic- 
tory for him: and none of the raisfortunes Por y- 
DAMAS long foretold had enſued. He jeſted at 
timid caution, always foreſeeing difficulties. Pol x- 
DpAMAs became inſupportable to him; he diveſted 
him of all his employments, and left him to lan- 
guiſh in poverty and ſolitude. His diſgrace at firſt 
overwhelmed him: but it ſoon beſtowed what he 
had never poſſeſſed; it opened his eyes to ſee the 
vanity of grandeur : he grew wile at his own ex- 
pence ; he triumphed at his misfortunes ; he learned 
by degrees to bear affliction, to live on little, to 


nouriſh his mind in tranquillity with truth; to cul. 


tivate in himſelf the ſecret virtues, which are of more 
value than the moſt ſhining ; in fine, to live 1nde- 
pendant of others. He, reſided in a deſert, at the 
foot of mount Garganus, where a hollow rock ſerved 
him tor a roof; a rivulet, that fell from the moun- 
tain, quenched his thirſt ; ſome trees afforded him 
fruit: he had two ſlaves, who cultivated a little field 
theſe he laboriouſly aſſiſted with his own hands; 
the land rewarded them abundantly for their pains, 
ſo that they wanted nothing. They had not only 
plenty of fruit and pulſe, but all forts of fweet- 


{meliing flowers. There he lamented the miſery 0 
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nations, by the abſurd ambition of their kings miſled 


to ruin. There he expected every day that the juſt, 
though long-ſuffering gods ſhould overthrow ADR As- 
rus. The more his proſperity increaſed, the nearer 
he thought he ſaw his irrecoverable ruin advance; 
for ſucceſsful iniquity and imprudence, and power 
ſtretched to the very height of abſolute deſpotiſm, 
are forerunners of the fall of kings and kingdoms. 
When he heard of his death and defeat, he diſco- 
vered no exultation, either for having foreſeen it, 
or for being delivered from the tyrant; he was only 
anxious, fearing to ſee the Daunians in ſervitude. 
Such was the man whom TELEMACcHus propoſed 
for the crown. It was ſome time ſince he had known 
his virtue and courage; for, in purſuance of MEN- 
ToR's advice, he conſtantly enquired into the good 
or bad characters of all perſons in any conſiderable 
employment, not only in the allied nations, which 
ſerved in the war, but alſo among the enemy. Has 
principal care was to diſcover and examine all that 
were eminent for talents or virtues. The allied 
princes at firſt felt ſome reluctance to placing Po- 
LYDAMAS on the throne. ** We have,” ſaid they, 
* experienced how formidable is a king of the Dau- 
nians to his neighbours, when fond of war, and ac- 
quainted with the art. PoLYDAMAs is an able of- 
ficer, and might be a dangerous enemy.” Bur Te- 
LEMACHUS replied : „It is true, PoLYDAMas un- 
derſtands war, but he loves peace ; theſe are preciſely 
the two qualifications to be wiſhed. A man who 
knows the dangers, difficulties, and diſaſters of war, 
is by very much more likely to avoid it, than he who 
15 totally inexperienced : befides, he has learnt to en- 
Joy the ſweets of a quiet life; he always condemned 
the enterpriſes of ADRAsTUs ; he foreſaw their fatal 
conſequences. You have more to fear from a weak 
and ignorant prince, than from one who will know 
and determine every thing himſelf. A weak prince, 
ignorant and inexperienced, will ſee only by the eyes 
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of a capricious favourite, or a flattering, reſtleſs, am. 
bitious miniſter. Such a blinded prince will engage 
in war without deſigning it; you can never depend on 
him, for he cannot depend on himſelf ; he will break 
his word; he will ſoon reduce you to the neceſſity, 
either of deſtroying him, or of being deſtroyed by 
him. Is it not more ſerviceable, more ſafe, and at the 
lame time more juſt and noble, to anſwer faithfully W 
the confidence of the Daunians, by giving them a | 
king worthy of a crown ?” By theſe arguments all | 
the chiefs were perſuaded ; and accordingly Pol u- 
PAMAS was propoſed to the Daunians, who waited 
with impatience for the determination. When they 
heard the name of PoLyYDpamas, they anſwered : 
Now are we convinced that the allied princes act 
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; uprightly by us, and defire a laſting peace, ſince | 
| they have propoſed to us for king a man ſo vir- 
| i tuous, and ſo capable of governing. Had they pro- ' 
'Y poſed a puſillanimous, ignorant, effeminate man, 
| we ſhould have concluded their intention was to de- 
'Y baſe us, and to corrupt the form of our government. s 
i A conduct fo artful and inſidious, would, have ex- 
= cited in us a violent and laſting, though ſecret re- t 
f ſentment; but the choice of PoLYDaMaAs ſhews per- 
i fect integrity. The allies, doubtleſs, expect from 2 
a us juſtice and honour, fince they give us a king 1nca- 
'q Table of attempting any thing againft the liberty and : 
| glory of our nation. We may, therefore, proteſt in | 
the preſence of the juſt gods, that the rivers ſhall re. \ 
turn to their ſources ere we ceaſe to love ſuch benef- 1 


cent princes, May our lateſt poſterity recolle& ihe t 
benefit this day conferred. on us, and renew from ge- 

neration to generation the peace of the Golden Age 

throughout all the coaſt of Heſperia !” 

TELEMACHUs then propoſed, that they ſhould 

give to DioMEDEs the lands of Arpi, where t0 
eſtabliſh his colony. Theſe new coloniſts,” fail 

ne, © will be indebted to you for their ſettlement 11 


a country unoccupied by you. Remember, that al 
men 
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men ought to love one another; that the earth is too 
extenſive to be peopled ; that you muſt have neigh- 
bours, and that 1t 1s better to have thoſe who are 
obliged to you for their eſtabliſhment. Pity an unfor- 
tunate king, who cannot return to his native country. 
PoLYDAMAS and he, united by the bands of juſtice 
and virtue (the only lafting ties), will maintain you 
in uninterrupted peace, and render you formidable 
to all neighbouring nations that think of aggrandiz- 
ing themſelves. You ſee, O Daunians, that we have 
given your country a king, capable of elevating its 
glory even to heaven. Give then, at our requeſt, a 
tract of land uſeleſs to you, to a king who merits all 
poſſible aſſiſtance.“ The Daunians anſwered, they 
could 'refuſe TELEMACHoUs nothing; fince it was 
he who had procured them PoLYDAMas for king: 
him they immediately went to find in his deſert, 
that he might reign over them. Before their departure, 
they beſtowed the fertile plains of Arpi on D1o- 
MEDES, there to found a new kingdom. This gave 


great pleaſure to the allies, becauſe that Greek colo- 


ny might be able to aſſiſt them powerfully, ſhould 
the Daunians ever attempt to renew the encroach- 
ments of which Ab RAS rs had ſet them the bad ex- 


ample. 


The princes now thought only of ſeparating. 
TELEMACHUs marched off with his troop, his eyes 
bathed in tears, after he had tenderly embraced the 
valiant DioMeDEs, the ſage but inconſolable Nxs- 


TOR, and the renowned PHILOCTETES, worthy heir of 
the arrows of Alcides, 


END OF THE TWENTY-FIRST BOOK. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE TWENTY-SECOND 
BOOK. 


TELEMACHUS, apcn bis arrival at Salentum, i; 
ſurpriſed to find the country fo well cultivated, and j, 
little magrificence in the city, MENTOR explains 1 
him the reaſons of that alteration, points out to Him 
the errors that commonly prevent a ſtate's flouriſhins, 
and propoſes to him for a model, the conduct and 
government of IDOMENEUS. TELEMACHUS en 
diſcloſes his mind to bim in regard to his tnclinai:on 
to eſpouſe ANTIoPE, the daughter of that prince. 

ENTOR agrees with him in praiſing ber good qua- 
lities, and aſſures him, that the gods had deſtined ver 
for bim; but that at preſent he ought to think of 
nothing but ſetting out. for Ithaca, and delivering 
PENELOPE from the irkſome adareſſes of ber ſuitors. 
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THE TWENTY-SECOND BOOK. 


HE young ſon of ULysszs glowed with impa- 

tience to reviſit MENTOR at Salentum, and to 
embark with him for Ithaca, where he hoped his 
father might be arrived. As he approached Salen- 
tum, he was greatly ſurpriſed to behold all the neigh- 
bourhood cultivated like a garden, and full of induſ- 
trious people, which at his departure was neglected 
and almoſt deſart. He concluded that this was the 
work, and the wiſdom of MENTOR. Then entering 
the city, he perceived fewer artiſans for the luxuries 
of life, and much leſs magnificence than before. This 
diſguſted him ; for he was naturally fond of ſhew and 
{plendor ; but his mind was ſoon engrofled by other 
thoughts. He ſaw MENTOR and IDoMENEvUs at a 


diſtance coming to meet him: inſtantly his boſom 


throbbed with tenderneſs and joy. Notwithſtanding 
his great ſucceſs in the war againſt AprasTus, he 
was apprehenſive leſt MEN THOR ſhould not be fatisfied 
with his conduct, and, as the ſage approached, ſought 
to "wt in his eyes, whether he had done any thing 
amis. | ; 
Ipoukxzus embraced him as if he had been his 
own ſon; then TELEMACHUs flew to the arms of 
MNrok, and bedewed him with his tears. MENTOR 
fad to him: „ am fatisfied with you. You have 
committed great faults ; but they have enabled you to 
know yourſelf, and to be felt-difident. One often 
reaps more benefit from his errors than from his 
nobleſt actions. Great actions {well the mind, and 


> inſpire dangerous preſumption ; whereas errors make 


a man look into himſelf, and reſtore” that wiſdom, 
which in proſperity had been loſt. What remains for 
you to do is to praiſe the gods, and to decline human 


applauſe. You have performed great actions; but 


ungenuduſly acknowledge that ſcarcely by yourſelf 
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were they done. Is it not true that they were diſpoſed 
by ſomething foreign from yourſelf and infuſed into 
you? Would not your natural heat and imprudence 
otherwiſe have made them miſcarry ? Did you not 
perceive that Mix ERVA had, as it were, transformed 
you into a man above yourſelf, to do by you what 
you have done? She ſuſpended all your natural de- 
fects, as Neptune when he pacifies the ſtorms, ſuſ- 
pends the angry billows. 


While IpoukxzEus with eager curioſity interro- 


gated the Cretans returned from the war, TELEKMA. 
CHUS was liſtening to the ſage inſtructions of Mx. 
Tor. At length caſting his eyes around him with 
ſurpriſe, he exclaimed : © What a change is here! | 
cannot conceive the cauſe. Has any calamity befal- 
len Salentum during my abſence ? Why is no longer 
ſeen that magnificence which then ſhone throughout 
the city? I now ſee neither gold, nor ſilver, nor pte. 
cious ſtones; the dreſſes are plain; the buildings 
erecting, are leſs extenſive, and leſs ornamented; 
the arts languiſh; the city is become a ſolitude.” 
MenTo replied with a ſmile : Have you obſerved 
the condition of the country round the city?“ © Yes,” 
ſaid TELEMACHUs, © I obſerved every where the 
fields cultivated, and agriculture in repute.” Which, 
ſaid MENTOR, “is beſt, a city adorned with marble, 
gold and filver, with a barren neglected country ; or 
a fruitful well cultivated country, with a city of little 
ſplendor, and of modeſt manners? A large city crowd- 
ed with artiſans employed in corrupting manners by 
luxury, ſurrounded by a poor ill-cultivated country, 
reſembles a monſter with an enormous large head, 
whoſe whole body, for want of nouriſhment, is mea- 
gre and extenuated, utterly diſproportionate to the 
ead, The true ſtrength and real wealth of a king: 
dom conſiſts in the number of a people, and plenty 
of aliments. IvomMentvus has now an infinite number 
of people indefatigably laborious, filling the whole cx- 
tent of his dominions; his whole country is now but 
one 
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ohe continued city, of which Salentum is the centre. | 
We have tranſplanted from the city to the country | 
| 
| 


the hands which burdened the city, but were wanted 
in the country; alfo we have attracted to our domi- 
nions many foreigners. The more theſe people mul- 
tiply, the more they multiply by their labours the sf 
fruits of the earth; ſuch peaceful and agreeable mul - Will 
tiplication, more augments a ſtate than conqueſt, 1 
We have ſuppreſſed in the city only ſuperfluous arts, f 
which divert the poor from culture of the lands fot 
ſupplying real wants, and corrupt the rich by intro - 
ducing effeminacy and oſtentation. No injury has 
been done to the fine arts, nor to thoſe who cultivate ] 
them with real genius. Thus Ivomentvs is become 
much more powerful than when you admired his mag- 
nificence : that dazzling outſide concealed a weak- 
neſs and miſery which would ſoon have overturned 
his empire ; now he has a much greater number of 
ſubjects, and maintains them with more eaſe. Theſe 
men, inured to labour and hardſhip, and taught to de- 
ſpiſe death by their love of equitable laws, would all 
willingly fight for lands cultivated by their own hands. 
Soon will this ſtate, which you thought decayed, be 
the wonder of Heſperia, Remember, TELEMAacuvs, 
that there are two grievances in government ſcarce 
ever guarded againſt, or redreſſed. The firſt is ex- 
orbitant, over-bearing power in kings; the ſecond is 
luxury, which corrupts manners. When kings ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to know no laws but their abſolute 
wills, and to unbridle their paſſions, their power in- 
deed is unlimited; but by unlimited exerciſe of 
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power, they ſap its foundation; they have no longer | 

any certain rule, or maxims of government; each "| 

flatters them at pleaſure ; they have no people; ſlaves al! 
only remain, whoſe number diminiſhes every day. # 
Who will tell them the truth? who will confine the | } | 
© . torrent? All ſubmits; the wife fly, conceal them- 1 


ſelves and grieve: ſuch inundation of power can be | l 
reduced to its natural limits only by ſome ſudden 4 
3 A 2 and 
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and violent revolution. Often what might have re- 
duced it, overthrows it quite; nothing is more ex- 
poſed to a fatal overthrow than power too far extend- 
ed; It is like a bow too much bent, which ſuddenly 
breaks at laſt, unleſs flackened : but who ſhall ven- 
ture to ſlacken the bow of power? The very heart of 
IboukxEus had been corrupted by this flattering 
power: he had been dethroned ; but not unde- 
ceived. It was neceſſary the gods ſhould ſend us 
hither to diſabuſe him, in regard to this blind de- 
ſpotiſm, unfit for men; for even a kind of miracle 
was required to open his eyes. The other evil almoſt 
incurable, 1s luxury; as arbitrary power poiſon: 
kings, luxury poiſons a whole nation. It is ſaid, that 
luxury maintains the poor at the expence of the rich; 
as if the poor could not gain a living more tfefully 
in multiplying the fruits of the earth, without ener- 
vating the rich by refinements of luxury. A whole 
nation habituates itſelf to conſider ſuperfluities as ne- 
ceſſaries of life; and to invent ſuch neceſſaries every 
day; nor can now exiſt without what was ſcarce 
known thirty years before. Such luxury 1s called 
elegant taſte, perfection of the arts, politeneſs of 3 
nation; this vice, which draws after it infinite others, 
15 extolled as a virtue, the contagion extends from 
royalty to the very dregs of the people. The royal 
family imitate the magnificence of the king; the gran- 
dees, that of the royal family; the middle ranks of 


life, that of the grandees ; for who eftimates himſell 


accurately? The loweſt affect to paſs for their betrers. 
Thus all live above their income, ſome from oſtenta— 
tion, to diſplay their wealth; others from falſe ſhame, 
to hide their poverty. Even thoſe wiſe enough to con- 
demn ſuch exceſſes, are not wiſe enough to make head 
firſt againſt them, and to ſet contrary examples. A 
whole nation is ſelf-ruined; all ranks are confounded. 
The deſire of money wherewith to ſupport uſeleſs ex- 


pence, corrupts the beſt diſpoſed minds; wealth is the 


ſole purſuit; poverty is infamy. Be learned, ingenious, 
| VIITUOUS 3 
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virtuous; inſtruct mankind, gain victories, ſave your 
country, ſacrifice your all for it, yet will you be de- 
ſpiſed, if your talents be not ſet off by parade. Even 
thoſe without property will affect to poſſeſs wealth; 
and ſpend as if they really did ſo. To accompliſh this, 
they borrow, they cheat, they adopt a thouſand un- 
worthy artifices. But who will remedy theſe diſorders? 
The taſte, the cuſtoms of a whole nation muſt be al- 
tered, and new laws eſtabliſhed. Who will undertake 
this, unleſs it be ſome philoſophic king, who, by 
an example of perſonal moderation, may bring con- 
tempt on ſuch as affect expenſive ſhew, and may ſanc- 
tion the manners of the wiſe, who will be glad to have 
their frugality ſupported by authority?“ 
TELEMACHUs hearing thefe remarks, was like a 
man juſt waked from a deep fleep : he felt the truth 
of MENTOR's words; they made a deep impreſſion 
on his heart: as the ſkilful tculpror deep engraves 
features on marble, giving it delicacy, life, and mo- 
tion. TELEMACHUs anſwered not; but reflecting on 
what he had heard, and glancing on the changes made 
in the city, he faid to MENTOR: „Tou have made 
IDoMENtUs the wiſeſt of all kings; I now know 
neither him, nor his people; what you have done 
here, I own is infinitely greater than the victories we 
have gained: in military ſucceſſes, ſtrength and acci- 
dent have no ſmall ſhare. Of the glory gained in war, 
we muſt divide much to the ſoldiers; but this whole 
work proceeded from individual ſagacity. You was 
obliged to labour fingly againtt both king and peo- 
ple, to correct them. The ſucceſies of war are al- 
ways ruinous and fatal : here all is the work of celeſtial 
wildom ; all is ſweet, all is pure, all is lovely, and 
manifeſts authority more than human. When men 
deſire glory, why do they not ſeek it by ſuch exertions 
in doing good? How greatly thoſe miſunderitand true 
glory, who expect to find it in ravaging the earth, 
and ſhedding human blood !” 
Great joy appeared in MexTok's countenance 
| when 
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when he perceived in TELEMACHus ſuch juſt notions 
reſpecting victory and conqueſt, at an age when it was 
natural, for him to be intoxicated with the glory he 
had acquired. He then obſerved : *« It is true, all 
you ſee here is proper and praiſe-worthy ; but know 
that ſuperior things may be done. IpouENEusS mo- 
derates his paſſions, and ſtudies to govern his people; 
but his conduct is not exempt from many errors, the 
unhappy effects of his former faults. Even when men 
wiſh to forſake vice, vice ſeems ſtill long to purſue 
them. Bad habits remain; mental weakneſs, inveterate 
errors, and almoſt incurable prejudices. Happy they 
who never ſtrayed ! they attain nearer. perfection in 
excellence. The gods, O TeLEmacaus, will ex- 
pect more of you, than of Ivomexevs ; becauſe you 
have known the truth from your infancy, and never 
was expoled to the ſeduction of too great proſperity, 
IvomeENEvus, continued MENTOR, is wiſe and intelli— 
gent; but too attentive to detail, too little conſiderate 
of the larger principles of his concerns, to form proper 
plans. The dexterity of a king placed over a nation, 
conſiſts not in doing every thing himſelt; it is grols 
vanity to hope it, or to endeavour to make the world 
believe it. A king ſhould govern, by ſelecting and 
directing thoſe who govern under him; he is not to 
concern himſelf with the detail ; that 1s doing the 
duty of thoſe ſubordinate to him: he ought only to 
make them give him an account of their adminiſtra- 
tion; and to know enough of it to judge of that ac- 
count with diſcernment. To choole officers for go— 
verning, and to ſtation them according to their talents, 
is excellent government. Ihe great art and perfection 
of government conſiſts in governing thoſe who govern 
others: they muſt be. watched, proved, checked, 
corrected, encouraged, advanced, degraded, ſhifted 
from one place to another, and always kept in order. 
To examine every thing perſonally is diſtruſt, is Ut- 
tleneſs, is abandoning himſelf to mean jealouſy for 
trifles, which conſumes the time and mental — 
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neceſſary for great affairs. To form great deſigns, the 
mind muſt be free and ſedate; muſt meditate with- 


out reſtraint, wholly diſengaged from the diſpatch of 


E intricate affairs. A mind, exhauſted by detail, is 


like the lees of wine, which have neither ſtrength or 
flavour. Thoſe who govern by detail, are always de- 
termined by the preſent, never extending their, views 
to a diſtant futurity ; always intangled by the affair 
of the day: and their minds being engroſſed by this 
alone, it makes too great an impreſſion, and ſhrivels 
their underſtanding ; for found judgment of affairs, 
is obtainable only by comparing all together, and 
ranging them in a certain order, inducing {ſymmetry 
and dependance. To deviate from this rule in go- 
vernment, would be to reſemble a muſician, who, ſa- 
tisfied with diſcovering melodious founds, ſhould give 
himſelf no trouble to unite and harmonize them, for 
compoſing, agreeable and affecting muſic. It would 
be acting like an architect, who ſhould think he had 
done all, by collecting large columns, and abundance 
of hewn ſtone, without regarding order, or propor- 
tion, in the ornaments of his edifice. While conſtruct- 
ing a faloon, he never reflects that a convenient ſtair- 
cale is neceſſary; while employed on the main build- 
ing, he thinks neither of the court or portico ; his 
work is but a confuſed aſſemblage of magnificent 
parts, not related to one another. Such a work, far 
from doing him honour, will be a monument to per- 
petuate his ſhame ; for it ſhews, that the architect had 
not capacity ſufficiently extenſive to conceive a gene- 
ral plan of his work. Such conduct characterizes a 
narrow confined genius; he whoſe native capacity is 
limited to detail, is only fit to execute as directed by 
others. Be aſſured, my dear TELEMAcHus, that the 
government of a kingdom requires a certain harmony, 
like muſic, and exact proportions, like architecture. 
It you will allow me further to uſe a compariſon from 


theſe arts, I will convince you how moderate is the 


Capacity of thoſe who govern by detail, He, who in 
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a. concert only ſings certain parts, though perfectly 
he ſing them, is but a finger: he who conducts the 
whole concert, and at once regulates all its parts, he 
alone 1s the maſter muſician. In the ſame manner, he 
who cuts the columns, or builds a wall of the edifice, 
is but a maſon ; he who compoſed the whole, and 
has all the proportions in his head, he alone is the ar- 
chitect. Thus, thoſe who labour, who execute, and 
do moſt of the buſineſs, are but ſubordinate workmen, 
and direct little. The true genius who governs the 
ſtate, is he who, without doing any thing, does all, 
who reflects, who plans, who looks into futurity, who 
revolves the paſt, who. arranges, who proportions, 
who takes ſeaſonable precautions, who in continual 
efforts wreſtles againſt miſchance, as a ſwimmer ſtrug- 
gles againſt the fiream ; watchful day and night, that 
nothing be left to-accident. Do you imagine, TxLt- 
MACHUs, that a great painter labours inceſſantly from 
morning to night to hurry off his pictures? No, 
ſuch ſervile labour and drudgery would extinguiſh the 
fire of his imagination; genius would abandon his 
works: he mutt work by ſtarts and {allies as dictate 
by his taſte, and excited by his genius. Do you ima- 
gine, that he ſpends his time in grinding colours, 
and preparing pencils? No, that is the buſmefs of his 
pupils, His peculiar part is to meditate; he ſtudies 
only by bold touches to infuſe majeſty, life, and pal- 
tion into his figures; he recollects the thoughts and 
tentiments of the heroes he intends to repreſent ; he 
tranſports himſelt into their times, and all the circum- 
itances of their fate. To this enthuſiaſm muſt be 
united a reſtraining judgment, that all may be juft, 
correct, and duly proportioned. Do you think, 'T's- 
LEMACHUS, that a lets elevated genius, and leſs capa- 
city, are required to form a great king, than a greil 
Pater > Conclude that the buſineſs of a king mull 
he to reflect, to form great deſigns, and to chook 
proper perſons to execute them under his direction. 
TELEMACHrs replied : ++ Methinks 1 comprehend 
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all you have faid : but if matters were thus ma A 
a king would be often deceived, not entering himſelf 
into the detail.” That is your miſtake,” replied Mrn- 
rok: „what prevents a king's being deceived is his 


1 general knowledge of goyernment : thoſe who have no 
principles in buſineſs, nor true diſcernment of cha- 
rafters, are always, as it were, groping in the dark. 


If they are right, it is accident; they do not know ex- 
atly what they ſeek, nor to what they ſhould tend; 


All they know is, to be diſtruſtful; and diſtruſtful ra- 


ther of honeſt men who contradict them, than of 
knaves who flatter them. On the other hand, thoſe 
who govern by. principles, and are difcerners of men, 
know what they ſhould expect from them, and how 
to obtain it: at leaſt, they know, in the main, whe- 
ther the people they employ are fit for their purpoſes, 


and readily enter into their views, defigns and ends. 


Further, by avoiding the entanglements of detail, 
they can with more freedom of mind furvey at once 
the whole maſs of adminiftration, and whether they 
advance toward their principal object: ſo that if de- 
ceived, it can be little in reſpect of eſſentials. More- 
over, they are above thoſe little jealouſies, that indi- 


cate a low mind, and narrow underſtanding. They 


know 1t is impoſſible to avoid deception in great 
affairs, as it is neceſſary to employ in them men who 
are too often deceivers. More is loft by irrefolution 
proceeding from diſtruſt, than might be by ſuffering a 
little impoſition. Happy thoſe deceived only in mat- 
ters of little conſequence, while thoſe of importance 
advance; and thoſe only ſhould trouble a great man. 
Knavery ought to be ſeverely puniſhed when diſco- 
vered ; but ſome fraud muſt be expected, would we 
wiſh to avoid ſerious impoſition. A tradeſman in his 
ſhop ſees all with his own eyes, and does all with his 
own hands: but a king of extenſive dominions cannot 
lee all, or do all, and therefore he ought to attend only 


do what can be done by none ſubordinate to him.” In 
= concluſion Mx rox faid : © The gods love you, TR. 


3B LEMACHUS, 
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LEMACHUS, and intend to diſtinguiſh your reign by 
a wiſe adminiſtration. All you ſee here is rather for 
your inſtruction than the glory of Ivomenevs ; al 
the wiſe eſtabliſhments you admire in Salentum are 
but ſhadows of thoſe you will one day inſtitute in 
Ithaca, if your virtues anſwer to your high deſtiny, 
But it is now time to think of quitting this place, 
IpoMENEvVS has prepared a veſſel for our return.“ 
Then TELEMacnus opened his heart to his friend, 
though with ſome reluctance, in regard to an attach. 
ment that made him regret leaving Salentum. Per- 
haps,” ſaid he, you will blame my being too ſuſcep- 
tible of tender inclinations in the places I viſit :} but! 
\ſhould be continually reproached by my own heart, 
did I not acquaint you that I love ANT IOP E, the 
daughter of IpomeExNeus. No, my dear MER ron, 
not with a blind paſſion like that of which you cured 
me in the iſland of CaLyyso. I have felt ſeverely 
the depth of that wound received from Cv e1D while 
with EUcHARIS (I cannot yet pronounce her name 
. without emotion); time and abſence have not effaced 
it. Such wretched experience has taught me to 
. miſtruſt myſelf. But for Ax TIOPE, what I feel 1 
totally different; not violent paſſion, but taſte, eſteem, 
regard. How happy ſhould 1 be, might I paſs my lite 
with her! If ever the gods reſtore my father to me, 
and allow me to chooſe a ſpouſe, AwnTiops ſhall be 
my conſort. What charms me in her is, her filence, 
her modeſty, her reſerve, her conſtant employment, 
her - induſtry in works of weaving and embroidery; 
her attention to the economy of her father's houſe 
ſince the death of her mother; her contempt of gaudy 
_ ornaments, her forgetting, or even ignorance of hel 
beauty. When IDoMENEvus directs her to lead the 
: dances with the young Cretan ladies to the ſounding 
flute, one would take her for the ever-ſmiling Venus, 
ſuch graces accompany her. When he carries her t 
the chaſe, ſhe diſplays equal majeſty and addreſs 1 
ſhooting with the bow, as Diana amidſt her amps 
Ap She 


* 


HEN HR” P c 


OF TELEMACHUS: 371 


She only knows it not, while all the world admires. 
When ſhe enters the temples of the gods, bearing 
conſecrated offerings on her head in baſkets, one would 
imagine ſhe was herſelf the divinity of the place. With 
what reverence and piety have we ſeen her ſacrifice, and 
deprecate the wrath of the gods, when ſome impiety 
was to be expiated, or ſome ill omen averted. In fine, 
when ſeen among a troop of virgins with a golden 
ncedle in her hand, one might think her MINERVA 
herſelf viſiting earth in human ſhape to teach man- 
kind ornamental arts. She animates the reſt to work, 
ſhe ſweetens wearineſs and fatigue by the charms of 
her voice, when ſhe ſings all the marvellous hiſtories 
of the gods. She exceeds the moſt exquiſite paint- 
ing in the delicacy of her embroidery. Happy the 
man, whom gentle Hymen ſhall unite to her! he 
will have to fear only the loſing her, and the ſurviv- 


| ing her. I here call the gods to witneſs, my dear 


Mx rox, that I am quite ready to depart. I ſhall 
love AnTIoPE while I hve ; yet ſhe ſhall not retard 
one moment my return to Ithaca. Should another 


ledge the difference; Axriorz is mild, ſimple, 


indeed poſſeſs her, I ſhould pals my remaining days in 
bitterneſs and ſorrow : but I determine to leave her, 
though I know that by my abſence I may loſe her. I 


$ will not mention my paſſion to her, or to her father; 


you are the only perſon I ought to conſult, till 
ULYSSES, re-eſtabliſhed on his throne, thall declare 
his approbation. Hence you may judge, my dear 
MENToR, how different is my preſent attachment 
from that paſſion for EucyaR1s, wherein you ſaw me 
blinded.” 


MENToR replied : © O TELEMACHvs, I acknow- 


| wiſe ; her hands diſdain not induſtry ; ſhe foreſees 
tar; and looks to every thing: ſhe knows when to 


be filent ; and to be buſy without hurry. She 1s never 
adle: never embarraſſed, becauſe every thing is done 


by her in its proper time and place. The good order 


el her father's houſe is her glory; and a greater orna- 
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ment to her than her beauty. Although ſhe has the 
care of every thing, and authority to reprove, to re- 
fuſe, to retrench (an authority that makes almoſt all 
women odious), yet is {he beloved by the whole fa- 
mily: for they do not find in her paſſion, obſtinacy, 
levity, petulance, as in other women. By a ſingle 
look ſhe can make herſelf underſtood, and every body 
fears diſpleaſing her. She gives exact orders, requir- 
ing nothing ot any but what they are capable of ex- 
ecuting; ſhe reproves with kindneſs, and encourages 
while ſhe reproves. The heart of her father repoſes 
on her; as a traveller exhauſted by the violent heat 
of the ſun, repoſes under a ſhade on the tender grass. 
You are right, TELEMUACHUS; ANTIOPE is a trea- 
fure worth ſeeking in the remoteſt lands. Her mind 
no more than her perſon is bedecked with trifling 
ornaments: her imagination, though lively, is correct; 
the ſpeaks only when proper; when ſhe opens her 
mouth, {weet perſuaſion and unaffected graces flow 
from her lips. When ſhe begins to ſpeak, every body 
is filent ; then ſhe bluſhes ; almoſt tempted to ſup- 
preſs what ſhe intended to have ſaid, when ſhe finds 
herſelf liſtened to with ſuch attention : we have hardly 
heard her diſcourſe. You remember, TELEMAcHus, 
that her father one day ſent for her ; ſhe appeared 
with downcaſt eyes, under a large veil ; ſhe ſpoke 
only to moderate the anger of IDpouERN EUS, who was 
about to puniſh one of his flaves very ſeverely. At 
firſt ſhe gave way to his anger; then calmed him; 
at laſt urged what might leſſen the guilt of the un. 
happy delinquent : thus, without letting the king 
know that he had been too much hurried by paſſion, 
ſhe inſpired him with ſentiments of pity and juſtice 
Thetis, when ſhe flatters old Nereus, does not with 
more mildneſs pacify the angry waves. Thus Ax- 


TioPE, without afluming any authority, or availing + 
herſelf of her charms, will one day temper the heart 

of her huſband, as ſhe now fingers the lyre, whe" 
ſhe would draw from it the moſt raviſhing notes. Once 
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more, TELEMACHvs, your love for her is juſt, the 
gods deſtine her for you; you love her rationally ; 
but muſt wait till approved by ULYSSES. I com- 
mend you for refolving, not to diſcover your ſentuments 
to her; and know, that had you made any indire& 
attempt to diſcloſe them, ſhe would have refuſed them, 
and would have ccaſed to efteem you; ſhe will never 

romiſe herſelf o any one; ſhe will entirely be be- 
ttowed by her father. She will never accept as ſpouſe 
a man who does not fear the gods, and maintain all 
the rules of virtue. Have you noticed, as I have, that 
ſhe appears ſeldomer, and her eyes are more down- 
caſt ſince your return? She knows all your ſucceſs in 
the war : ſhe 1s not ignorant of your birch, or your 
adventures, or the talents the gods have beltowed upon 
vou; this conſideration makes her fo ſhy and re- 
ferved. Come, TELEMACHus, come, let us fail for 
Ithaca. I have now nothing remaining but to find 
you your father, and to place you in a method of ob- 
taining a conſort worthy of the golden age; was the 


ing daughter of che king of Salentum, in poſſeſſing 
her you were extremely havpy. 


THE END OF THE TWENTY-SECOND OR. 


a ſhepherdeſs on the frozen Algidum, inſtead of be- 
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ARGUMENT OF THE TWENTY-THIR 


BOOK. 


IDOMENFEUS, uncaſy at the intended departure of bis 


two gueſts, conſulis M x TrOR concerning ſeveral diſficuit 
matters ; telling him, that he could not poſſibly ſetsie 
them properly without his aſſiſtance. MENTOR direfs 
him how to proceed; but cannot be diverted from his 
purpoſe of departing with TELEMACHUS. Hewecver, 
IDoMENEuS makes a freſh effort to detain thei, 
by awckening the youth's paſſion for AN TIOPE, which 
he does by engaging MENTOR and him in à bunting- 
match, and perſuading his daughter to accompany them. 
But ſhe would have been torn to pieces by @ wild boar, 
bad ſhe not been ſaved by TELEMACHUs, who was 
very unwilling after that to part with her, and tak? 
leave of the King her father. But by the encourage- 
ment of MENTOR, he gets the better of his reluctance, 
and embarks ſor his native country, 
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THE TWENTY-THIRD BOOK. 


DOMENEUS, who dreaded the departure of 

MenToR and TELEMACHUs, uſed all endea- 
vours to retard it. He told MenrToRk he could not, 
without his aſſiſtance, terminate a difference that 
had ariſen between Diophanes, prieſt of Jupiter Con- 
ſervator, and Heliodorus, prieſt of Apollo, reſpect- 
ing preſages taken from the flight of birds, and 
entrails of victims. Why,” ſaid MENTOR, “would 
you interfere in things ſacred? Leave the deciſion 
of them to the Hetrurians, who have the tradition 
of the moſt ancient oracles, and are qualified by 
inſpiration to be interpreters of the gods. Employ 
your authority ſolely to ſtifle theſe diſputes in their 
birth; ſhew neither prejudice nor partiality; ſimply 
maintain the deciſion when procured. Remember, 
that a king ſhould be ſubject to religion, and ſhould 
never attempt to over rule it. Religion comes from 
the gods, and is ſuperior to kings. When kings 
meddle with religion, inſtead of protecting, they en- 
ſlaye it. So powerful are kings, ſo weak other men, 
that all will riſk being conformed to their humour, if 
they ſhould aſſume a right to determine queſtions re- 
lating to things ſacred. Leave then their determina- 
tion entirely to the miniſters of the gods, and content 


yourſelf with reſtraining thoſe who refuſe ſubmiſſion 


to their judgment when pronounced. 

IpouxkxEus then complained of his perplexity 
oecaſioned by a great number of law- ſuits between 
individuals, which he was preſſed to determine. 


* Decide,” replied MENTOR, © every new queſtion 


which tends to eſtabliſh general maxims of juriſpru- 
dence, and interpretation of laws ; but never charge 


yourſeif 
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yourſelf with judging particular cauſes ; you will be 
beſieged by their number; you will be the ſole judge 
of all your people; all ſubordinate judges will be- 
come uſeleſs. You will be overwhelmed, and theſe 
finall matters will preclude you from greater, with- 
out being able to diſcuſs the former trifles. Beware 
then of expoſing yourſelf to this embarraſſment ; reter 
pnvate cauſes to the ordinary judges ; only charge 
vourſelf with what no other can do for your relict. 
You will thus perform the true duty of a king.” 
I am alſo preſſed,“ faid Ivpomtxevs, * to bring 
about certain matches. Perſons of high birth, who 
have followed me in all my wars, and loſt great pro- 
corp in my ſervice, would be glad to repair them 
by marrying certain rich heireſſes; it would coſt 
me but a word to procure them theſe advantage- 
ous ſettlements.” True,“ replied MENTOR, it 
would coft you but a word: but that very word 
would coft you dear. Would you rob parents of 
he liberty and conſolation of chooſing their ſons- in- 
law, and conſequently their heirs? That would be to 
reduce all families to the moſt wretched flavery ; you 
would make yourſelf refponfible for all the domeſtic 
woes of your ſubjects. Marriages have troubles enough, 
without adding by ſuch a conduct. If you have 
faithful ſervants to reward, beſtow the uncultivated 
Hnds; add rank and honours, proportioned to thr 
condition and ſervices : add alſo, if neceſſary, money 
kid by from. the funds appropriated to your own ex- 
pences ; but never pay your debts by reſiſting the 
rights of parents, and facrificing rich heireſſes.“ 
From this, Ivomentus made a ſudden tranſi- 
tion to another queſtion. 4 The Sybarites,” {aid 
he, © complain, that we have ſeized lands that 
appertain to them, and have aſſigned them to 
ſtrangers we have lately drawn hither, as waltc 
grounds for cultivation. Shall I yield to thelc 
people? If I do, every other ſtate will think they 
have nothing to do but to make pretenſions on me. 
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« Tt is not juſt,” replied MENTOR, “to depend 
on the Sybarites in their own cauſe, nor 1s it juſt to 
depend on you in yours.” © Whom then ſhall we cre- 
dit?” ſaid IDoMEN EUS. We muſt not credit,” ſaid 
Mxxrog, © either party; but take ſome neighbouring 
nation as arbitrator, which is not ſuſpected of favour- 
ing either ſide; ſuch are the Sipontines : their in- 
tereſts and yours do not claſh in the leaſt.” *« But 
am I obliged,” ſaid IDoMENEUS, * to truſt to arbitra- 
tion? Am not I a king ? Ought a king to ſubmit to 
ſtrangers in determining the extent of his dominions?“ 
MexrToR thus replied : As you ſeem reſolved, no 
doubt you ſuppoſe your title good. On the other 
hand, the Sybarites continue firm, and inſiſt that they 
have an indubitable right. Either an umpire choſen 
by both parties, or war, muſt determine theſe oppoſite 
pretenſions. There is ao medium. Should you viſit a 
republic, where was neither judge nor magiſtrate, 
and where every family thought they had a right to 
vindicate their claims, even by violence, againſt their 
neighbours, you would lament the miſery of ſuch a 
nation, and look with horror on ſuch anarchy as 
permitted to all families mutual war. Do you think 
the gods would regard the whole world, which 1s 
but the general republic, with leſs horror, ſhould 
each nation, that is, each great family in it, think it 
had an undoubted right to ſupport by violence its 
claims on the neighbouring nations? An individual, 
proprietor of a field he inherits from his anceſtors, 
cannot maintain himſelf in poſſeſſion of it but by au- 
thority of the laws, and the deciſion of a magiſtrate. 
He would be ſeverely puniſhed as ſeditious, ſhould 
he preſerye by violence even what juſtice awarded. 
Do.you imagine that kings may immediately recur 
to violence to aſſert their claims, without trying every 
way of mildneſs and humanity ? Is not juſtice more 


facred and inviolable to kings, when whole countries 


are concerned, than to private families, when reſpect- 
ing only a few cultivated fields? Shall he be unjuſt 
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and an ufurper who ſeizes a few acres of ground ; and 
he be juſt, he be a hero, who ſeizes whole provinces? 
If men are prepoſſeſſed, blinded, and ſelf. deceived in 
the petty intereſts of individuals, is there not more 
reaſon to fear ſelf-deception and blindneſs, in relation 
to the great intereſts of a ſtate? Will they venture 
to truſt themſelves in a concern wherein they have ſo 
much reaſon to be diffident? Will they not fear felt- 
deluſion, in a caſe wherein the miſtake of a ſingle per- 
ſon may have ſuch fatal conſequences ? The miſtake 
of a king, who falſely perſuades himſelf on the juſtice 
of his pretenſions, often produces devaſtations, fa- 
mines, maſlacres, plagues, corruption of manners, 
whole fatal effects extend to the remoteſt ages. Ought 
not a king, who always gathers numerous ſycophants, 
to dread flattery on theſe occaſions? If he conſents by 
arbitration to conclude the diſpute, he diſcovers his 
equity, honour, and moderation. He will publiſh the 
ſolid reaſons that ſupport his claim. The arbitrator 
choſen, is an amicable mediator, not a rigorous judge. 
No one engages blind ſubmiſſion to his determina- 
tion: but great deterence is due to him. He pro- 
nounces no ſentence as ſovereign judge; but he 
makes propoſals, and by his advice both parties relin- 
quiſh. ſomething to preſerve peace. If war happens, 
notwithſtanding all a king's endeavours to preſerve 
peace, he has at leaſt on his fide the approbation of 
his own mind, the eſteem of his neighbours, and th: 
protection ot the juſt gods.” Moved by theſe argu- 
ments, Ivpomevneus conſented that the Sipontine: 
{hould be mediators between him and the Sybarites. 
After this, the king finding all endeavours to 
delay the two ſtrangers ineffectual, tried to detain 
them by ſtronger bands. He had obſerved, that T- 
LEMACHUS loved ANTIOPE, and he hoped to hold 
him by this paſſion. With this view he directed her 
to ſing ſeveral. times during feſtivals. Not to ditfobey 
her father, ſhe complied, but with ſo much modeſty 
and dejection, as plainly thewed how painful was her 
| obedience. 
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obedience. IDomEntevs went fo far as to wiſh her 
to ſing the victory obtained over the Daunians and 
ADRASTUS ; but ſhe could not prevail on herſelf to 
ſing the praiſes of TELEMAcnvs : ſhe reſpectfully ex- 
uſed herſelf, and her father would not venture to 
conſtrain her. Her ſoft and affecting voice produced 
great rapture and emotion in the heart of the young 
{on of ULyYssEs. IDoMENEUs, who kept his eyes 
fixed on him, enjoyed his emotion with pleaſure ; 


but TELEMAcHus would not ſeem aware of the 


king's deſigns. On theſe occaſions he could not help 
being greatly affected: yet realon was ſuperior to his 
feelings; he was no more that TTLEMACHus, whom 
tyrannical paſſion had formerly enſlaved in the iſland 
of CaLYeso. While AxT1oPE ſung, he liſtened in 
profound filence ; when ſhe concluded, he immedi- 
ately introduced ſome other ſubject of converſation. 
The king, unable by this expedient to accompliſh 
his deſign, refolved at laſt on a great hunting match, 
profeſſedly for the diverſion of his daughter. Ax- 
TIOPE, with tears, declined to engage in it; but was 
obliged to obey her father's command. She mounted 
a ſprightly, foaming ſteed, like thoſe which Caſtor 
trained to battle; ſhe managed him with eaſe. A 
troop of young damſels with joy attended her, amidſt 
whom ſhe appeared like Diana in the foreſts. The 
king beheld her, inſatiate of beholding her: while 
thus gazing he forgot all his paſt misfortunes. T- 
LEMACHUS beheld her alſo, more ſtruck with the 
modeſty of AxT1oPE, than with her addreſs, or her 
graces. The hounds rouſed a wild boar enormouſly 
large, and fierce as that of Calydon. His ſtrong 
hard briſtles Rood erect like darts; his blood-ſhot 
eyes glared fire ; his breathing ſounded at a diſtance 
like the hoarſe murmur of rebellious winds, when 
Zolus, to appeaſe a ſtorm, recalls them to his cave; 
his long tuſks, bent like the reaper's fickle, tore the 
trunks of trees. All the hounds that dared approach 
him were torn in pieces; the boldeſt hunters, while 
| 302 purſuing, 
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purſuing, dreaded to overtake him. ANTIOPE, ſwift. 
footed as the wind, feared not his encounter. She 
threw a dart that pierced him above the ſhoulder. 
The blood of the fierce animal ſtreamed, and the 

ain augmented his fury; he turned directly upon 
er who had wounded him. AN TIOPE's horſe, not- 
withſtanding his mettle, trembled, and recoiled. The 
monſtrous boar ſprung upon him like ſome pon- 
derous weight thrown againſt the ſtrongeſt wall of a 
city, and ſhaking it. The courſer ſtaggered, and 
fell. ANTIOPE found herſelf diſmounted, unable to 
avoid the fatal tuſks of the exaſperated boar: but 
TELEMACHUSs, attentive to her danger, had alighted 
from his ficed ; ſwifter than lightning he threw him- 
ſelf between the fallen horſe, and the wild boar ad- 
vancing to avenge his blood. Having a long javelin 
in his hand, he plunged almoſt its whole length 
into the fide of the dreadful animal, which, raging, 
falls. TELEMAcuvs inſtantly cut off his head, 
which {till was frightful when viewed near, and aſto- 
niſhed all the hunters. This he preſented to Ax- 
TIOPE. She bluſhed ; ſhe conſulted the eyes of her 
father, who, after his terrors at her danger, was tranſ- 
ported with joy at her eſcape, and made her a ſign to 
accept the preſent. When taking it, ſhe ſaid to 
TE&LEMACHUs, I thankfully accept from you a 
more important preſent ; for to you 1 owe my life.” 
Scarce had ſhe ſpoken, than fearful of having ſaid 
too much, ſhe ſtood with downcaſt eyes. TELE- 
MACHUS, who ſaw her contuſion, ventured only to 
reply: „Happy is the fon of ULxssks in having 
ſaved a life ſo precious! but happier ſtill could he 
paſs his life with you.” AN TIOF E, without making 
anſwer, hurried among her troop of young compa- 
nions, and remounted her horſe. 

IdoMENEvs would that moment have promiſed his 
daughter to TELEMACHvus ; but he hoped to enflame 
his paſſion more by keeping him in ſuſpenſe, and even 
fancicd that deſire of ſecuring the IE might detain 
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TELEMACHUs longer at Salentum. Thus reaſoned 
IdoMENEUS; but the gods laugh at human. wil- 
dom: for that intended to delay TELEMACHUs was 
the very circumſtance that haſtened his departure : 
his riſing emotions juſtly inſpired him with ſelf. diffi- 
dence, Mx ro redoubled his efforts to inflame his 
impatience to return to Ithaca. He preſſed IroMEe- 
E us to let him depart, the veſſel being ready. Thus 
MExToR, who regulated every moment of his life, to 
raiſe him to the higheſt glory, kept him no longer in 
any place than was neceſſary to exerciſe his virtue, 
and to augment his experience. MENTOR had care- 
fully prepared a ſhip as foon as TELEMAcnvus ar- 
rived ; but IpomENnEvs, who had perceived this pre- 
paration with greatrepugnance, ſunk into a deplorable 


ſtate of deadly ſorrow and chagrin, when he ſaw 


himſelf on the point of being forſaken by his two 
gueſts, from whom he had received ſuch benefit and 
aſſiſtance. He ſhut himſelf up in the moſt retired 


part of his palace, where he eaſed his heart in tears 


and lamentations. He neglected the care of ſuſte- 
nance : ſleep no longer ſoothed his poignant ſorrows, 
His inquietude withered, and conſumed him. Like 


alofty tree, whoſe numerous boughs ſhelter the land, 


when a worm begins to gnaw its ſtem, deſtroying thoſe 
delicate canals through which circulates the nouriſhing 
ſap : this tree, by the winds unſhaken, by the fruit- 
ful earth kindly nouriſhed in its boſem, by the axe 
of the huſbandman reſpected ; yet, by ſome ſecret, 
unſuppoſed cauſe, it languiſhes, withers, ſheds its 
leaves formerly its glory, and now preſents but de- 
cayed branches, and a trunk covered with ſplitting 
bark; ſuch was IpoMeNevs in his grief. TELK- 
MACHUS was ſo much affected, that he feared ſpeak- 
ing to him. He dreaded the day of departure; he 
ſought pretexts to poſtpone it; and would have con- 
tinued long in ſuch. irreſolution, had not MENTOR 
interpoſed. * I am glad,” ſaid he, to find you fo 
much altered. You were by nature haughty, and hard 
cr: hearted; 
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hearted; your heart was inſenſible except to your 
own intereſt and convenience; but you are at laſt 
become man, and begin by the experience of your 
misfortunes to ſympathize with thoſe of others, 
Without ſuch ſympathy, there is no good nature, 
virtue, nor capacity for governing mankind : but it 
muſt not be carried too far, nor become unmanly 
tenderneſs, I ſhould freely ſpeak to Ipomext os, to 
obtain his conſent to your departure, and would 
ſpare you the pain and uneaſineſs of ſuch an inter- 
view; but I would not have you enſlaved by falſe 
ſhame and timidity. To the tenderneſs and ſen- 
ſibility of friendſhip you muſt accuſtom yourſelf to 
mingle firmneſs and fortitude. We muſt endeavour 
to avoid giving uneaſineſs beyond neceffity : we 
muſt ſympathize with that affliction which we cannot 
avoid giving, and alleviate as much as poſſible the 
grief we cannot abſolutely prevent.” With a view 
to that alleviation,” ſaid TELEMAcnvs, © I with IDo- 
MENEUS were appriſed of our departure rather by 
your mouth than by mine.” MENTOR immediately 
replied : © You deceive yourſelf, my dear 'TELE- 
MACHUS ; you were born like ſons of kings clad in pur- 
ple, who muſt direct the mode of every thing, and 
whoſe will all nature muſt obey, though they have 
not reſolution to oppoſe an individual to his face. 
Not that they value mankind, or that from good 
nature they fear giving pain; but from perſonal in- 
dulgence they will not ſee fad, diſſatisfied counte- 
nances about them. The ſufferings and diſtreſſes of 
mankind affect them not, provided they are not eye- 
witneſſes of them. When they hear of them, the 
ſubject teaſes and vexes them. To pleaſe them, it 15 
neceſſary to tell them always that all goes well. While 
indulging in pleaſures, they will hear or ſee nothing 
that may damp their joy. Is there occafion for re- 
proving, reclaiming, undeceiving any one, for re- 
ſiſting the abſurd paſſions of ſome over- bearing man; 
they will always commiſſion ſome other for that pur- 
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poſe, rather than ſpeak themſelves with gentle for- 
titude. On theſe occaſions, they would ſuffer the 
moſt unreaſonable favours to be extorted from 
them ; they would ruin the moſt important affairs, 
for want of reſolution to over- rule the opinions of 
thoſe whom they every day employ. This, their im- 
becility known, every one endeavours to turn to his 
own advantage. They are preſſed, importuned, ha- 
raſſed, and dint of importunity ſucceeds. At firſt, 
indeed, flattery and incenſe are offered, inſinuating 
themſelves into confidence; but this acquired, and 
ſome conſiderable employment near the prince ob- 
tained, the influence impels them farther, and becomes 
a yoke. Under this they groan, perhaps attempt to 
ſhake it off, but bear it all their lives. Jealous of 
appearing independant of influence, yet ever go- 
verned by it, and incapable of doing without it; re- 
ſembling the weak, flender vine, which, unable to 
ſupport itſelf, always clings around the trunk of ſome 
tall tree. I will not ſuffer you, O TELEMACRHus, 
to ſink into this imbecility, which diſqualifies a man 
for government. You, fo tender hearted as to fear 
ſpeaking to IvoMENEVs, will think no more of his 
diſtreſs after you have quitted Salentum. - Not his 
grief moves you, but his preſence diſconcerts you. 
Go yourſelf, take leave of IpouEN EUS H ; learn by 
this occaſion to be at once affectionate and firm: 
expreſs your ſorrow at partingg but expreſs alſo de- 

cidedly the neceflity of your departure.” 
TELEMAchus dared neither diſobey MENTOR, 
or viſit IvoMENEvus. ' Aſhamed of his timidity, yet 
without courage to ſurmount it: he heſitated; pro- 
ceeded a ſtep or two, then would immediately return 
to MENTos, and urge ſome new pretext for delay: 
but a ſingle look from MENTOR filenced him, and 
diſſipated all his fine pretences. Is this then,” ſaid 
Mex1or ſmiling, “the conqueror of the Daunians, 
the deliverer of the great Heſperia, the ſon of the ſage 
UrrssEs, who is to be after him the oracle of 
5 | Greece 
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Greece! He dares not ſay to IpoukN EUS that he 
cannot longer delay his return to his country to ſes 
his father. O people of Ithaca, how unhappy muſt 
ye one day be, ſhould ye have a king enſlaved by 
falſe ſhame, who ſacrifices the moſt important intereſts 
to his weakneſſes on the ſmalleſt trifles. See, Te- 
LEMACHUS,' what difference there is between va- 
lour in battle, and courage in ordinary affairs. You 
feared not the arms of Aprasrvs, yet you dread the 
affliction of IDOMEN EUS. This difſhonours princes 
who have performed the greateſt exploits. After 
behaving as heroes in war, they appear the moſt pu- 
ſillanimous of men in ordinary occurrences, where 
others acquit themſelves with ſpirit.” 

TELEMAC Hus, ſtung with theſe reproaches, which 
he felt were juſt, immediately hurried away with- 
out hſtening further to ſcruples: But ſcarce had he 
entered the place where IdoMENEvs fat, with down- 
caſt eyes, languiſhing and deprefled by grief, than 
both ſtartled at each other; they ' feared to look at 
one another; they knew each other's: ſentiments be- 
fore either had ſpoken; each feared the ' other's 
breaking filence ; and both burſt into tears. At 
laſt IvomeXEvs, tranſported by exceſs of ſorrow, 
exclaimed: © To what purpoſe is ſolicitude after 
virtue, if ſhe recompenſe her ſuitors ſo ill? After 
having ſhewn me my weakneſs, you abandon me : 
well! 1 ſhall relapſe into all my former diſtreſſes. Talk 
to me no more of governing well; no, it is 1mpol- 
ſible; I am weary of mankind. Where would you 


go, TELEMACHUS ? Your father is no more: you 


teek him in va; Ithaca is a prey to your ene- 
mies, who will deſtroy you if you return. Some one 
among them has married your mother. Remain with 
me: you ſhall be my ſon-in-law and heir; you ſhall 
reign after me: even during my life you ſhall - have 
abſolute authority: I will repoſe unlimited confidence 
in you. But if inſenſible to all theſe offers, at leaſt 
leave me MexnToR, who is my ole reſource. 8 N 
anſwer 
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anſwer me, harden not your heart ; pity the moſt un- 
fortunate of men. What! you make no 1 & Ah! 
I ſee how cruel are the gods againſt me; 1 feel their 


57 


Crete. 
faultering voice: © I am not at my own diſpoſal: 
the deſtinies recall me to my country. MENTOR, 
who poſſeſſes the wiſdom of the gods, commands me 
in their name to depart. What would you have me 
do ? Shall I renounce my father, my mother, my 
country, which ought to be {till dearer to me than 
they? Born to be king, I am not appointed to a life 
of delight and tranquillity, or to 1ndulge my incli- 
nations? Your dominions are larger and richer than 
thoſe of my father; yet I ought to prefer what the 
gods deſtine me, to thoſe which you have the good- 
neſs to offer me. Without hope of your kingdom I 
ſhould think myſelf happy could I have AxTioesg 
for my conſort ; but to become worthy of her, I 
muſt go whither duty calls me; and my father muſt 
demand her for his ſon. Have you not promiſed to 
convey me to Ithaca? Was it not in dependance on 
that promiſe I fought for you with the allies againſt 
Abpsasrus ? It is time for me to think of repairing 
my domeſtic misfortunes. The gods, who gave me 
to MENnToR, gave alſo MENTOR to me, that he 
ſhould direct me in fulfilling my deſtiny. Would 
you have me loſe MznTtos, after having loſt every 
thing elſe ? I have now neither property, nor retreat, 
nor tather, nor mother, nor certain home : all I have 
left 1s a wiſe and virtuous friend, the moſt precious 
gift of Jupiter. Judge yourſelf whether I can forſake 
him, or conſent to be forſaken by him? No, I would 
| ſooner die; deprive me of life: life is nothing; but 
= deprive me not of MENTOR.“ While TELEMACHus 
was ſpeaking his voice became ſtronger, his timi- 
dity vaniſhed. IpoMENEvus knew not what to an- 
ſwer, yet withheld aſſent to what the ſon of ULYs- 
SES had ſaid. When he could urge nothing further, 
he tried at leaſt to excite pity by his looks and geſ- 

3 D | tures. 


indignation more than when J killed my own ſon in 
TELEMACHUs at laſt anſwered with a timid 
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tures. That inſtant MEwnTor appeared before him, 
who gravely addreſſed him thus: * Be not afflicted : 
we quit you; but wiſdom, which preſides in the coun. 
cils of the gods, will remain with you. Think your- 
ſelf extremely happy that Jupiter fent ws hither to 
fave your dominions, and to bring you back from 
your wanderings. PHiLocLEs, whom we have re- 
ſtored to you, will ſerve you faithfully. His heart 
will always maintain the fear of the gods, the delight 
of virtue, the love of the people, and compaſſion tor 
the miſerable. Liſten to him; employ him with 
confidence free from jealouſy. To draw the greateſt 
advantage poſſible from him, charge him to tell you 
of all your faults, without palliation. In this conſiſts 
the greateſt magnanimity of a good king, in ſelect- 
ing true friends, who will inform him of his faults. 
Provided you poſſeſs this magnanimity, our abſence 
will be no diſadvantage to you; you will ſtill live hap- 
py : but if flattery, gliding like a ferpent, ſhould 
again find a way to your heart, and infuſe diſtruſt of 
diſintereſted counſel, you are loſt. Suffer not your- 
ſelf to be caſt down with grief ; but ſtruggle to fol- 
low virtue. I have inſtructed PaitocLEs in all his 
duty for your eaſe, and never to forfeit your confi- 
dence; I may anſwer for his fidelity. The gods 
have given you him, as they gave me to TxLEMa- 
 CHUS: every one ought courageouſly to follow his 
deſtiny ; to repine 1s uſeleſs. If you ſhould ever 
have occalion for my aſſiſtance, I will reviſit you, 
after I have reſtored TELEMAcuus to his father and 
his country. What occurrence could give me greater 
pleaſure? I deſire neither wealth nor authority on 
earth: I wiſh only to affiſt thoſe who ſeek virtue 
and juſtice. Can I ever forget the confidence and 
« friendſhip with which you have treated me?“ 
At theſe words IvoMExevs was ſuddenly changed: 
he felt his heart calmed, as the raging waves and 
blackeſt tempeſts are calmed-by Neptune's trident- 
Only remained a gentle kind regret; not violent 


grief, but tender ſorrow, and mild melancholy. Cou- 
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rage, confidence, virtue, hope of divine aſſiſtance, 
began again to revive in his heart. 


« Well, my dear MEN rox,“ ſaid he, „I muſt 
loſe all, yet not be diſheartened! At leaſt remember 
IvoMENEvS when you have arrived at Ithaca, where 
your wiſdom will crown you with profperity. Re- 
collect that Salentum 1s your own work, and that you 
have there left an unhappy king, who hopes in you 
alone. Go, worthy ſon of ULyssts! I detain you 
no more; I torbear reſiſting the will of the gods, who 
lent me ſo great a treaſure. Go alſo, MN ron, the 
greateſt, the wiſeſt of men (if indeed a man may be 
capable of what 1 have ſeen in you, and if you are not 
rather a divinity in borrowed ſhape, to inſtruct weak 
and ignorant men)—go, direct the {on of UL ysszs, 
more happy 1n having you, than in being victor 


over AbRASTUs. Go both of you: I dare fay no 


more; forgive my ſighs! Go, live, be happy together: 1 
ſhall enjoy nothing 1n this world, but the remembrance 
of having poſſeſſed you here. O bliſsful days, too 
happy days! days of which I knew not the ſupreme 
value! days too rapidly paſſed, never to return; never 
will theſe eyes again behold what they now ſee !” 

MeNnTor ſeized this moment to depart, having 
firſt embraced PHILOCLES, who bedewed him with 
tears, unable to ſpeak. TELEMACHUS Was going to 
take MENTOR by the hand, to withdraw himſelf from 
thoſe of Iooux EN EUS; but the king, advancing to- 
ward the harbour, walked between MzxTtor and 
TELEMACHUs, He gazed at them; he ſighed ; he 
began ſentences interrupted, but complered none. 

Meanwhile were heard the confuſed ſounds of ma- 
riners crowding the beach. The ropes were ſtretched; 
the fails unfurled; the favourable gale ſprung up. 
MENTOR and TELEMACHUs, with tears in their eyes, 
took leave of the king, who held them long claſped 
in his arms, and followed them with his eyes to the 
utmoſt powers of fight, 


END OF THE TWENTY-THIRD BOOK. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH 
BOOK. 


DURING the voyage, TELEMACHUS makes MENTOR 
explain ſeveral difficulties to him, touching the manner 
of governing a nation well; among others, that of 
knowing men, in order to be able to chooſe the good, 
and avoid being deceived by the bad, When their :li/- 
courſe on that head was almoſt at an end, they were 
becalmed, and obliged to put into an iſie where ULyvs- 
SES had arrived juſt before them. There TELEMA- 
CHUs ſees him, and ſpeaks to him without knowing | 
bim: but after he had ſeen him embark, he feels a2 | 
ecret emotion, the cauſe of which he cannot conceive, 
till it is explained by MENTOR, who conſoles him by 
aſſuring him that he would be ſoon with his father 
again, and puts his filial affettion and patience to the 
teſt by delaying his departure, in order to offer a ſacri- 
fice to MIN ERVA. At laſt the goddeſs MIN ERVA, 
re-aſſuming her form, makes herſelf known ; and, hav- 
ing given TELEMACHUs ber laſt inſtructions, diſap- 
pears. TELEMACHUS afterwards arrives at Ithaca, 


where he finds his father at the houſe of the faithful 
EuMEvs. 
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH BOOK. 


H E anchors are now weighed, the wind ſwells 

the ſails, the land ſeems to retreat; and the ex- 
perienced pilot deſcries from afar the mountains of 
Leucate, their heads hidden by clouds of frozen 
fogs; and the Acroceraunian heights, which till 
preſent a haughty front to heaven, after having been 
ſo often ſhattered by thunder-bolts. 

During the voyage, TELEMAcnus ſaid to Men- 
TOR : © Methinks I now comprehend the maxims 
of government which you have explained; at firſt 
they appeared to me like a dream, but by degrees I 
ſee them more orderly and intelligible ; as all ob- 
jets at the firſt glimmerings of morning appear in- 
diſtinct, and riſe as from a kind of chaos, when the 
light inſenſibly increaſes to diſtinguiſh them, and re- 
ſtores, as I may ſay, their natural forms and colours. 
I am fully perſuaded, that the moit eſſential point in 
government is diſcernment of different mental cha- 
racers, and a choice and application of them accord- 
ing to their talents : but how ſuch diſcernment is to 
be acquired, I am yet to learn.” MENTOR rephed : 
« To know men, you mult ſtudy them, keep their 
company, and treat with them on affairs. Kings ought 
to converſe with their ſubjects, make them {peak their 
ſentiments, conſult them, and by inferior employments, 
of which they ſhould exact an account, diſcover whe- 
ther they are qualified for higher offices. How was it, 
my dear TELEMACHUs, you acquired in Ithaca a 
knowledge of horſes ? By ſeeing them often, and re- 
marking their excellencies and defects as ſuggeſted by 
perſons of experience. Juſt in the ſame manner, 


ſpeak often about the good and bad qualities of _ 
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with other wiſe and virtuous men, who have lon 
ſtudied their characters; you will inſenſibly learn 
their diſpoſitions, and what you may expect from 
them. What taught you to diſtinguiſh between 
good and bad poets ? Frequent reading » of them, and 
reflefting on them with thoſe who had a taſte for 
poetry. What made you a judge of muſic ? The fame 
diligent attention to good muſicians. . How can any 
rince hope to govern men well, if without know- 
edge of men? And how can he know them, if he 
. lives with them? But to ſee men in public, 
where nothing is ſaid on either ſide but unimportant 
triſles, artfully premeditated, is not to live with them. 
I ſpeak of viſiting them in private; tracing all the 
ſecret reſources concealed in their hearts; probing 
them on every ſide; ſounding their depths, to diſco- 
ver their maxims. But to form correct judgment of 
men, you muſt begin with knowing what they 
ought to be; you muſt well know true ſolid merit, 
to diſtinguiſh thoſe who poſſeſs it from thoſe void of 
It. People are continually talking about virtue and 
merit, without poſſeſſing clear ideas of merit, or of 
virtue. They are fine names and vague expreſſions 
in the mouths of molt men, whoſe frequent uſe they 
imagine does them honour. To determine the really 
reaſonable and virtuous, we muſt have certain prin- 
ciples of virtue, reaſon, and juſtice. We muſt under- 
ſtand the maxims of good and wiſe government, to 
aſcertain thoſe who follow, or thoſe who, by a falſe re- 
finement, forſake them. In a word, as in meaſuring 
bodies a fixed ſtandard is neceſſary, equally neceſſary 
in judging are certain fixed principles, to which our 
judgments muſt be reduced. We muſt know exactly 
what is the object of human life, and what ought to 
be the end propoſed in governing men. A ſovereign's 
only and eſſential object is, never to deſire authority or 


' grandeur for his own fake ; ſuch ambitious views 


tend only to gratify tyrannic pride : but he ought 
to ſuffer the infinite trouble of government, to * 
er 
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der men virtuous and happy: otherwiſe, he gropes 
in the dark, and at random, all his life: proceeding 
like a ſhip at ſea, without a pilot, without obſervation 
of the heavens, or knowledge of the neighbouring 
coaſts, inevitably doomed to wreck. Princes often, 
not knowing in what true virtue conſiſts, know not 
what they ought to ſeek in the characters of men. 
They fancy in true virtue ſomething rough; they ſup- 
poſe it too independent, and auſtere: it rights and 
diſguſts them; they incline to flattery : from that 
moment they never retrieve virtue or fincerity : from 
that moment they purſue a vain phantom of falſe 
glory, which renders them unworthy of the true. 
Shortly they indulge the fancy that there 1s no true 
virtue on carth; tor though the good diſtinguiſh the. 
bad, the bad cannot diſtinguiſh che good, nor be- 
heve there are ſuch; Such princes know nothing be- 
yond diſtruſt of all the world alike; they hide them- 
ſelves, they ſhut themſelves up; jealous of the mereſt 
trifles, fearing mankind, and feared by them. They 
{hun the light, dare not appear in their natural co- 
lours: though utterly unwilling to be known, yet 
always weil known; for the malicious curioſity of 
their ſubjects penetrates or gueſſes all, while the prince 
ww ignorant of all, Selfiſh fycophants. conſtantly be- 
ſetting them, are extremely glad to find them inac- 
ceſſible to all others. A, king inacceſſible to mankind | 
is inacceſſible to truth: thoſe who might open his * 
eyes are blackened by calumny, and kept at a dif- 1 
tance. Such ſovereigns paſs their lives in gloomy, 
unſociable grandeur, alway 3 afraid of being deceived C 
which they always are inevitably, and deſerve to be. 1 
When a king converſes only with a few, he ſubjects 1 
himſelf to receive all the paſſions and all che preju- . 
dices of thoſe few; for even good men have their | 
toibles and prejudices. Beſides, he 1s at the mercy 
of tale-bearers; a baſe malignant crew, ted by venom, 
poiſoning the moſt innocent actions, exaggerating ; 
miles; who, rather than not do miſchief, invent falſe- 

hoods; 
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hoods ; and who, for their advantage, play with the 
diſtruſt and mean curioſity of a weak and jealous 
prince. Know then, my dear TxeLEMacnvus, know 
mankind. Examine them ; make them ſpeak of one 
another ; prove them little by little : but repoſe nor 
blind confidence in any. Profit by experience, when 
miſtaken in your judgment of an individual; for miſ- 
taken you will ſometimes be: by ſuch deceptions, 
tearn not to judge haſtily of any, either favourably or 
unfavourably. The bad are too deep diffemblers 
not to ſurpriſe the good by their plauſible diſguiſes; 
but your paſt miſtakes will be uſeful leflons to you. 
When you have found in a man virtue and talents, 
avail yourlelf of them frankly ; for men of probity 
wiſh their 1ntegrity to be expertenced, they value 
confidence and eſteem beyond riches ; but beware of 
ſpoiling them by entruſting them with unlimited au- 
thority. There are who would have continued alwavs 
virtuous, though now not virtuous, becauſe their maſ- 
ters have laviſhed on them too much wealth and 
power. Whoever is fo much loved by the gods as to 
find in his whole kingdom two or three true friends 
of ſtaunch wiſdom and virtue, will, by their means, 
ſoon find others who reſemble them to fill inferior 
places. By thoſe good men, in whom we may con- 
tide, we learn what perſonal knowledge could not 
have difcovered in other ſubjects.” But,“ faid Tt- 
LEMACHUS, “may not bad men, as I have often heard 
it maintained, be employed if they have abilities?“ 
Princes,“ replied MEN o, “ are often neceſſitated 
to employ them. During national diſorders and con- 
tuſions, we often find unjuſt and artful men in places 
of authority; they have important offices of which 
they cannot be diveſted ; they have acquired the con- 
fidence of certain powerful perſons, who muſt be 
humoured : theſe wicked men alſo muſt themſelves 
be humoured, becauſe dreaded, and capable of over- 
ſetting every thing, There is, therefore, a neceſſity of 
employing them tor a time; but ever keeping in view 
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the rendering them, by degrees, incapable of doing 
harm. Ever beware of beſtowing on them intimate 
and real confidence; for they may abuſe it, and hold 
you inſlaved by being in your ſecrets ; inſlaved by a 
chain ſtronger than thoſe of iron. Employ them in 
negociations of a tranſitory kind ; uſe them well ; en- 
gage them by their very paſſions to be faithful to 
you ; for by this tie only can they be held : but never 
admit them to your moſt ſecret deliberations. Have 
always a ſpring by which to move them at your plea- 
{ure ; but never truſt them with the key of your heart, 


or your affairs. When peace and regularity are re- 


eſtabliſhed in your ſtate, and wiſe and upright men, 
on whom you may depend, are in adminiſtration, 
thoſe bad characters, whom you were obliged to em- 
ploy, may be gradually laid aſide. But they muſt 
even then be well uſed ; for ingratitude can never be 
ſuffered, even toward bad men: but while treating 
them kindly, you ought to endeavour their reforma- 
tion. Certain defects, pardonable in humanity, muſt 
of neceſſity be tolerated ; nevertheleſs, gradually 
extending authority, to prevent the miſchiefs which 
they would do openly, if not checked. After all, 
that good ſhould be done by bad men, is an evil; but 
though this evil be often unavoidable, yet we ſhould 
direct our endeavours to its gradual extinction. A 
wife prince, who propoſes nothing but order and 
juftice, will, in time, be able to act without corrupt 


and deceitful agents; and will find a ſufficient num- . 


ber poſſeſſing both ability and virtue. But it is not 
enough to find out good men in a nation; others 
ought alſo to be formed.” * That,“ ſaid TELEMA- 


cus, © muſt be a great difficulty.” “Not at all,” 


replied MENTOR; © your application in ſearching 
for able and virtuous men, to prefer them, excites 


und ſtimulates all who have ſpirit and talents, fo that 


each exerts himſelf. How many languiſh in indolent 
obſcurity, who would become great men, were they 
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animated by emulation, and hope of ſucceſs? How 
many depreſſed by miſery, and unable to raiſe them - 
ſelves by virtue, endeavour to raiſe themſelves by 
vice? If chen you attach honours and rewards to 
genius and virtue, what numbers of ſubjects will vo- 
luntarily aſpire at the character! How many good 
ſubjects too may be formed by advancing them ſtep 
by ſtep from the loweſt to the higheſt employments ! 
Hereby you exerciſe their talents, diſcover the ex- 
tent of their capacity, and the ſincerity of their vir. 
tue. "Thoſe who attain the higheſt offices, will have 
been trained up under your eye in the inferior: you 
will have obſerved them all your life, from ſtep to 
ſtep ; you will judge of them, not by their profeſſions, 
but by the whole tenor of their actions.“ 

While MtnTor thus inſtructed TELEMACckus, 
they obſerved a Pheacian veſſel which had put into 
a little ſavage deſert iſle ſurrounded by frightful rocks. 
At the ſame time the winds were huſhed, even the 
gentle zephyrs withheld their breath ; the whole ſea 
became ſmooth as glaſs, the flagging ſails were un- 
able to impel the ſhip; the efforts of their weary 
Towers were ulcleſs. Neceſſity directed to land in 
that iſle, which was rather a rock than a place fit for 
human habitation. In weather leſs calm, to land had 
been impoſſible without great danger.” The Phea- 
cians waiting for a wind, appeared no leſs impatient 
to purſue their voyage than the Salentines. TELE- 
MACAUs advanced toward them over theſe rugged 
rocks; immediately he aſked the firſt he met, whe- 
ther he had not ſeen ULvyssEs, king of Ithaca, at the 
court of king Alcinous. The perſon whom he hap- 
pened to accoſt was not a Pheacian : he was an un- 
known ſtranger of a majeſtic air, but melancholy and 
dejected. He ſeemed loſt in thought, and at firſt hardly 
heard the queſtion of TELEMACHus ; but afterwards 
made this reply : © You are not miſtaken ; > ULYSSES 
was received by king Alcinous, as by one who fears 
Jupiter, and practiſes hoſpitaliry : but he is not with 

him 
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him now ; you would ſeek him there in vain. He has 
embarked on his return to Ithaca, if the pacified de- 
ities will at laſt allow him ever to falute his houſehold 


-gods.” Hardly had the ſtranger, in melancholy ac- 


cents, pronounced theſe words, than he hurried away 
into a thicket at the top of a rock, whence he at- 
tentively ſurveyed the ſea, avoiding every man, and 
appearing vexed at delay. TELEMACHñHus gazed at 
him earneſtly ; the more he gazed, the more his 
emotion and aſtoniſhment increaſed. That ſtranger,” 
faid he to MENTOR, © anfwered me like one who 
hardly hears what is faid to him, being full of woe. 
I pity the unhappy, ſince I have vai myſelf ; and 
I feel my heart intereſted for this man, without know- 


ing wherefore. He little regarded me; hardly deigned 


to hear, or anſwer me: however, I cannot help wiſn- 
ing his misfortunes were terminated.” MENTOR 
ſmiling, replied : © Such are the uſes of adverſity ; it 
teaches princes moderation, and ſenſibility toward the 
ſufferings of others. When they have never taſted but 
the ſweet poiſon of proſperity, they ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves gods; they would have mountains ſink into 
plains to pleaſe them; they account men nothing; 
they ſport with all nature. When mention is made 
of diſtreſs, they know not what it is: it is to them a 
dream ; they, have never ſeen the diſtance between 
happineſs and miſery. Misfortune alone can teach 
them humanity, and change their hearts from rocks 
to fleſlh. Then they feel themſelves men, and that 
they ought to conſider other men their fellows. If 
a ſtranger excite ſo greatly your compaſſion, be- 
cauſe, like yourſelf, a wanderer on theſe ſhores, how 
much more compaſſion ſhould the people of Ithaca 
excite when you ſhall hereafter ſee them in diſtreſs? 
That people entruſted by the gods to you, 'as a flock 
is entruſted to a ſhepherd, may, perhaps, be miſer- 
able by your ambition, your oſtentation, or your im- 
prudence ; for nations ſuffer from the faults of kings, 
who ought to watch in prevention of their ſuffering.” 
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While MExrTor ſpoke to this effect, TELEMAcnvus 
was plunged in grief and vexation : at. laſt he re- 
plied with ſome emotion: „If all this is true, the 
condition of a king is very wretched ; he is the ſlave 
of all thoſe whom he ſeems to command. He is 
rather their property than their commander. He muſt 
devote himſelf entirely to them: he is charged with 
all their wants; he is the man of the people, and of 
every individual: he muſt accommodate himſelf to 
their weaknefles ; muſt correct them like a father, 
mult make them wiſe and happy. The authority he 
ſeems to exerciſe is not his own ; he cannot do any 
thing for his glory, or his pleaſure : his authority is 
that of the laws; theſe he muſt obey, as an ex- 
ample to his ſubjects. Properly ſpeaking, he is but 
guardian of the laws, who enforces their ſupremacy ; 
he muſt watch and labour to ſupport them: he is 
the man the leaſt at liberty, the leaſt eaſy in his domi- 
nions. He 1s a ſlave, who ſacrifices his liberty and his 
repoſe to the happineſs and liberty of the public.” 
True,“ rephed MENTOR, “a king is ſuch only 
to take care of his people, as a ſhepherd of his 
flock, or a father of his Kah. But, my dear TE“ 
LEMACHUS, do you think him unhappy, becauſe com- 
miſſioned with the welfare of ſuch numbers of people? 
The wicked he corrects by puniſhments, the good 
he encourages by rewards; thus he repreſents the 
gods in leading mankind to virtue. Has he not glory 
enough in maintaining the laws? To attempt ſupre- 
macy above the laws 1s falſe glory, which inſpires 
only horror and contempt. If he is wicked, of neceſ 


ſity he is miſerable ; for, in his paſſions and in his va. 


nity, he can find no peace, If he 1s virtuous, he muſt 
taſte the moſt pure and moſt ſolid of all pleaſures, in 
promoting virtue, and awaiting an eternal reward 
from the gods.” TELEMACHUS, agitated within by a 
ſecret uneaſineſs, ſeemed as if he had never known 
theie maxims, although he was heartily devoted to 
them, and had himſelf recommended them to others. 

NE „ A captious 
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A captious humour produced in him, contrary to 
his real ſentiments, a ſpirit of cavil, and contradiction ; 
rejecting the truths MENTOR inculcated. To theſe 
arguments, therefore, TELEMACHUs oppoſed the in- 
gratitude of mankind. * What!“ ſaid he, take ſo 
much pains to gain the love of mankind, who yet per- 
haps never will love you ; and to beſtow benefits on 
wicked men, who will uſe your benefits to your in- 
jury?“ MENTOR replied to him calmly thus : © You 
muſt reckon on the ingratitude of mankind, and 
yet not ceaſe from doing them good: muſt ſerve. 
them, not ſo much from regard to them, as from re- 
gard to the gods, who command it. Good done is 
never loſt : if men forget it, the gods remember and 
reward it. Further, if the multitude be ungrateful, 
there are always ſome virtuous men whom your vir- 
tue affects. Even the multitude, though fickle and 
capricious, fails not ſooner or later to do ſome kind 
of juſtice to genuine virtue. But would you pre- 
vent the ingratitude of men? Labour not ſolely to 
make them powerful, rich, formidable in arms, or 

y in pleaſures; that glory, that wealth, thoſe plea- 
ures will corrupt them; will render them more 
vicious, conſequently more ungrateful. It is making 
them a fatal preſent ; it is furniſhing them a delicious 
poiſon. But exert your endeavours to reform their 
manners, to inſpire them with juſtice, ſincerity, fear 
of the gods, humanity, fidelity, moderation, difintereſt- 
edneſs. By making them virtuous, you prevent theli 
being ungrateful, you beſtow the moſt ſubſtantial 
benefit, namely virtue; and virtue, if genuine, will 
always attach them to him who inſpired chem with it. 
Thus beſtowing on them ſubſtantial benefits, you 
will benefit yourſelf, and will have no apprehenſion 
of their ingratitude. Is it ſurpriſing that thoſe princes 
find men ungrateful, who have never led them but to 
injuſtice, to boundleſs ambition, to jealouſy againſt 
their neighbours, to inhumanity, to haughtineſs, to 
pexhdy ? A prince ſhould expect from them only whe 
| C 
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he has taught them. But if, on the other hand, he 


endeavoured by example and authority to make them 
good, he would reap the fruit of his labour in their 
virtue; or at leaft would find in his own, and in the 
favour of the gods, ample comfort under all his diſap- 
pointments.“ 

As ſoon as MenTor had done ſpeaking, Tr. 
LEMACHUS advanced haſtily toward the Pheacians, 
whoſe ſhip lay at anchor on the coaſt. Accoſt- 
ing an old man among them, he aſked him 
whence they came, whither they were bound, and 
if they had not ſeen ULXSssES. The old man re- 
plied: © We come from our own iſle, that of the 
Pheacians, and are bound for Epirus to take in 
merchandrze. ULYssEs, as you was told already, 
pafſed ſome time” in our iſle, but has left it.” Who 
is that man,” ſaid TELEMACHUS, ſo melancholy, 
who ſeeks the moſt ſolitary part of the iſle, waiting 
for your ſhip's departure.” „He is,“ faid the old 
man, “ a ſtranger, unknown to us: but they fay his 
name is Cleomenes ; that he was born in Phrygia: 
that before his birth his mother was told by an oracle 
that he would be a king, provided he d1d not conti- 
nue in his own country; but if he did continue there, 
that the Phrygians would feel the wrath of the gods 
in a cruel peſtilence. Directly as he was born, his 
parents, therefore, gave him to mariners, Who car- 
ried him to the ifle of Leſbos ; there he was brought 
up ſecretly at the expence of his country, which is 
ſo highly intereſted to keep' him at a diſtance. 
Shortly he became tall, ftrong, comely, and expert 
at all bodily exerciſes. He applied himſelf alſo with 
much taſte and genius to the ſciences and fine arts: 
but no country will ſuffer him. The prediction con- 
cerning him became famous, and he was quickly 
diſcovered wherever he went. E very where the kings 
fear his ſeizure of their diadems : thus has he bcen 
wandering from his youth, nor can find any place on 
the earth where he is at liberty to ſettle. He has often 

viſited 
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viſited countries very diſtant from his own. But 
ſcarce 1s he arrived in a city ere his birth and the 
oracle reſpecting him are known. In vain he con- 
ceals himſelf, and chooſes in every place ſome ob- 
{cure way of life. His talents for war, letters, and 
the moſt important affairs, they ſay, always ſhine in 
ſpite of himſelf; and in every country ſome un- 
8 occaſion offers which drags him him forward 
and renders him public. His merit becomes his miſ- 
fortune, occaſions his being dreaded, and excluded 
from every country where he would dwell. His lot 
is to be eſteemed, beloved, and admired every where, 
yet an outcaſt from every known land. He 1s now 
not young; yet has not been able to find any corner, 
either in Greece or Aſia, where he might be ſuffered 
to hve quiet; he appears void of ambition, nor ſeeks 
he wealth. He would have been happy the oracle 
had not promiſed him a crown; he is hopeleſs of 
ever ſeeing his native country; for he knows he 
ſhould bring only affliction and diſtreſs into every fa- 
mily. Even royalty, for which he ſuffers, does not 
appear to him defirable ; yet he follows it by a fad fa- 
tality, from kingdom to kingdom, while it ſeems to fly 
before him, ſporting with his wretchedneſs even to old 
age. This fatal preſent of the gods embitters all his 
beſt days, and produces only chagrin to him, at an 
age when human infirmities require repoſe. He ſays 
he is going to Thrace, to ſeek ſome ſavage, lawleſs 
people, whom he may aſſociate, civilize, and go- 
vern for a few years; after which, the oracle being 
fulfilled, they will have nothing to apprehend from 
him in the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms. He then 
intends to retire to a village in Caria, and apply him- 
{elf to agriculture, of which he is extremely fond. 
He is wiſe and moderate, fears the gods, knows man- 
kind well, and how to live with them in peace, 
though without eſteeming them. Such is the ac- 
count given of this ſtranger, of whom you deſired to 
be informed,” During this diſcourſe, I 9 
Otten 
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often turned his eyes toward the ſea, which began to 
be agitated, the winds raifing the waves, which daſh- 
ing againſt the rocks, whitened them with their foam, 
That inſtant faid the old man to TELEMACchus: 
« I muſt be gone; my companions cannot delay for 
me.” So ſaying, he ran to the ſhore, and embarked, 
amidſt a confuſed noiſe, occaſioned by the eagerneſs 
of the impatient ſailors to be gone. 

The ſtranger had been wandering ſome time in the 
middle of the iſland, climbing the ſummit of every 
rock, and from thence contemplating, in ſorrowful 
melancholy, the wide- extended fea. TELEMAchus 
had never loſt ſight of him, nor ceaſed to watch his 
ſteps. His heart was affected in ſympathy with a 
man, virtuous, wandering, unhappy, qualified for the 
higheſt ſtations, the ſport of cruel fortune, far from his 
native country. I may hope at leaſt,” {aid he to 
himſelf, © to fee Ithaca again; but this Cleomenes 
can never ſee Phrygia any more.” Thus was the un- 
eaſineſs of TELEMAcHrvs alleviated by beholding a 
man ſtill more unhappy than himſelf. That man, 
now ſeeing his ſhip ready to fail, had deſcended from 
the craggy rocks, with equal ipeed and agility as 
Apollo in the. foreſts of Lycia, having bound his 
flaxen hair, ſkips over the precipices to ſhoot with 
arrows the ſtags and wild boars. Already he 1s on 
board, the {hip ploughs the briny waves, and quits the 
land. 

Then did a ſecret impreſſion of ſorrow ſeize the 
heart of TELEMACHUSs; he grieved, he knew not 
why. Tears trickled from his eyes, and nothing 
gave him ſo much pleaſure as weeping. At the 


_ fame time he obſerved on the ſhore all the Salentine 


mariners ſtretched on the graſs, faſt aſleep, weary and 
fatigued. Balmy flumber had glided through all 
their members, and every humid poppy of night had 
ſhed its influence on them, even in broad day; 
fuch was the power of MINERVA. He was fur- 
priſed to ſee the Salentines in this upzverſal wy 
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neſs, while the Pheacians had been fo attentive and 
alert in profiting by the favourable wind; yet he was 
much more engroſſed by obſerving the Pheacian 
vellel, now ready to difappear amid the waves, than 
of going to awaken the Salentines. A ſecret aſtoniſh- 
ment and uneafineſs kept his eyes fixed on that veſſel, 
now ſo diſtant, that he could barely diſtinguiſh the 
ſails, ſomewhat whiter than the azure deep: he heard 
not even MENTOR who ſpoke to him; entirely rapt in 
a tranſport like that of the Menades, when they bran- 
diſh the thyrſes, and make the banks of Hebrus, and 
the mountains of Iſmarus, and Rhodope, echo with 
their mad howlings. 

At laſt he recovered a little from this kind of 
inchantment ; and tears again began to trickle down 
his cheeks. Then MENTroꝶ thus addrefled him: „1 
am not ſurpriſed, my dear TELEMACHUs, to ſee you 
weep; the cauſe of your grief is unknown to you, 
not ſo to MENTOR. Nature ſpeaks and is felt in 
you : your emotion of heart is from nature. The 
ſtranger, who occaſions you this ſo lively emotion, is 
the great ULYsSEs : what the old Pheacian told you 
of him under the name of Cleomenes, is a mere fiction, 
invented more certainly to conceal your father's. re- 
turn to his dominions. He goes direct for Ithaca; 
he 1s already almoſt in port, and ſees again thoſe 
places ſo long defired. Your eyes have ſeen him, as 
was heretofore ioretold you, but without knowing him. 
Soon you ſhall ſee him, ſhall know him, and be known 
by him. But now the gods would not permit your 
recollection of him out of Ithaca. His heart was no 
leſs affected than yours; but he is too wiſe to diſcover 
himſelf to any one in a place where he might have 
been liable to treachery, and expoſed to the inſults 
of the cruel ſuitors of PERNRERLOF E. ULYSSES your 
father is the moſt ſagacious of men; his heart is 
like a deep well; his ſecrets cannot be drawn from it. 
He loves truth, and ſays nothing to wound it, 
yet he ſpeaks it only as neceflary : wiſdom, like a 
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ſeal, cloſes his lips from uſeleſs diſcourſe. How greatly 
was he moved when ſpeaking to you! What violence 
he ſuffered in withholding diſcovery of himſelf! What 
did he not feel in ſeeing you! Hence his ſorrow and 
dejection.” During this diſcourſe, TRLERMACHus, 

affected and diſtrefled, ſhed a flood 'of tears ; lus ſobs 
for a long time prevented his ſpeech ; at laſt he ex- 
claimed: © Alas! my dear MENTOR, I ſtrongly felt 
ſomething that attracted me ſurpriſingly to him, and 
made my bowels yearn ! but why did not you inform 
me, before his departure, that he was ULYssEs, ſince 
you knew it? Why did you let him go without ſpeak- 
ing to him, without ſeeming to know him ? Whence this 
my ſtery? Shall I be always unhappy ? Will the offended 
gods hold me athirſt like Tantalus, from whoſe eager 
lips the deluſive water flies? ULyssEs! ULyssts! 
have I loſt you for ever? Perhaps I ſhall never ſee him 
more! Perhaps PENELoPE's lovers will enthral him in 
the ambuſhes they lay for me! Ar leaſt, had I ac- 
companied him, I ſhould have periſhed with him! 
O ULyssEs! ULyYssEs! if the tempeſt wrecks not 
vour veſſel on ſome rock (for I have all to fear from 
malicious fortune), I tremble left, on your arrival ar 
Ithaca, your fate ſhould be as tragical as that of Aga- 
memnon at Mycenæ. But why, my dear MENTOR, 
did you envy me this happineſs ? Now ſhould I em- 
brace him ; now ſhould 1 be with him 1n the port 
of Ithaca ; together would we fight againſt all our 
enemies,” To this MENTOR rephed with a fmile : 

„ See, my dear TELEMACHUsS, how men are made. 
You are now inconſolable, becauſe you have ſeen your 
father without knowing him. What would you not 
have given yeſterday for aſſurance he was {till living ? 
To- day you are aſſured by your own eyes; yet this 
conviction, which ſhould fill you with joy, over- 
whelms you with grief. Thus the depraved heart 
of mortals ever values as nothing what it moſt eagerly 
deſired, directly as in potleffion ; ingenious in tor- 


menting itſelf reſpecting ſomething not poſſeſſed. 
To 
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To exerciſe your patience, the gods thus hold you in 
ſuſpenſe: you regard this time as loſt ; know that it 
18 5 moſt uſeful of your life; for it habituates you 
to the moſt neceſſary of all virtues for thoſe born to 
rule. By patience we muſt become directors of our- 
ſelves and others. Impatience, which ſeems ſtrength 
and vigour of mind, is but weakneſs, and inability to 
bear misfortune; He who knows not how to wait, and 
to ſuffer, is like him who knows not how to keep a 
ſecret ; both want with-holding reſolution; like one 
rapidly driving a chariot, who has not ſtrength of hand 
to ſtop, when neceſſary, the ſprightly ſteeds : no 
longer ſubject to the reins, they ruſh down ſome 
dangerous precipice, and craſh their feeble driver, 
diſregarded in the fall. Thus the impatient man 
is, by his violent ungoverned paſſions, precipitated into 
an abyſs of misfortunes ; and the greater his power, 
the more fatal his impatience, He waits tor nothing ; 
takes no time to examine any thing, but forces evczy 
thing for his gratification: he breaks down the 
branches to gather the fruit before it is ripe; he 
burſts a door rather than wait till it is opened; he 
muſt reap, when the ſagacious huſbandman ſows. 
Whatever he does is in halte, and unſcaſonably; it is 
ill done, and cannot be durable, any more than his 
ever- varying deſires. Such are the abſurd undertakings 
of a man who thinks all within his power, which 
power he abuſes by abandoning himſelf to his im- 
patient deſires. To teach you patience, my dear TR-/ 
LEMACHUs, the gods oblige you to greatly to practiſe 
it, and ſeem to ſport with you, in a life of wandering, 
ſuſpending you in uncertainty. The happineſs you 
hope preſents itſelf, and diſappears, like a ng 
dream diſperſed by awaking : to teach you, that tho 
very things which we ſuppoſe we graſp, that inſtant 
eſcape us. The wiſeſt leſſons ULYssEs can give 
you, will not be found ſo inſtructive as his long 
abſence, and your hardſhips ſuffered in ſeeking 
him.“ 
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MN ros then reſolved to put the patience of TER 
LEMACHVUS to the laſt but ſevereſt trial. That inſtant 
when the young man was going haſtily to preſs the 
ſailors to quicken their departure, MEx rox ſuddenly 
ſtopped him, and propoſed to offer a great ſacrifice 
to MIN ERVA, on the ſhore. TELEMAacnvs readily 
complied with the requeſt of MENTOR: two altars 
of turf were raiſed ; the blood of victims flowed ; 
and incenſe ſmoked. With tender fighs, directed 
toward heaven, TELEMAcnvs acknowledged the pro- 
tection of the goddeſs. Scarce was the facrifice over, 
than he followed MENTOR along the gloomy paths 
of a neighbouring grove. Here he perceived the 
countenance of his friend ſuddenly aſſume a new 
form; the wrinkles of his forehead vaniſhed, like the 
ſhades of night when the roſy-fingered Aurora opens 
the gates of the Eaſt, and enflames the whole horizon. 
His ſtern hollow eyes changed into eyes of celeſtial 
blue, replete with fire divine; his grey neglected 
beard diſappeared; noble and majeſtic features, ſoftened 
with grace and ſweetneſs, preſented themſelves to 
the view of the aſtoniſhed TELEMACHus. He per- 
ceived a female countenance, of a complexion more 
delicate than the tender flower juſt opening to the 
ſun. The whiteneſs of the lily was blended with the 
budding roſe. In this countenance flouriſhed eternal 
youth, combined with eaſy unaffected majeſty. Her 
flowing hair diffuſed all around ambroſial odour. 

Her garments gliſtened like thoſe lively colours 
with which the riſing ſun tinges the fable vault of 
heaven, and gilds the clouds. The goddeſs did not 
touch the earth with her feet; ſhe glided hghtly 
through the air, as a bird on the wing. In her 
powertul hand ſhe brandiſhed a glittering lance, 
capable of making the moſt warlike cities and na- 
tions tremble, and even of terrifying Mars himſelf. 
Her voice was ſweet and even, yet ſtrong and power- 
ful; all her words were fiery darts that, piercing the 
heart of TELEMAchus, produced in it a kind of 

OED | melancholy 
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melancholy agrecable ſenſation. On her helmet ap- 
peared the gloomy bird of Athens; on her breaſt 
glittered the dreadful ægis; by theſe marks TELEMA- 
cHvs diſcovered MINERVA, 
0 goddeſs!” ſaid he, it is then you your- 
ſelf, who have deigned to conduct the fon of ULYSSES, 
from love to his father |” He would have ſaid more, 
but voice failed him ; his hps in vain ſtruggled to 
expreſs the ſentiments that flowed impetuous from 
his inmoſt ſoul. The preſent divinity overpowered 
him; he was like a man, who in a dream is oppreſſed 
even to loſs of reſpiration, the troubled quivering of 
vihoſe lips is incapable of ſpeech. 
At laſt Minerva addrefled him thus: © Son of 
ULyssts, hear me for the laſt time. I never ſo care- 
fully inſtructed any mortal as you. I have led you, 
by the hand, through ſhipwrecks, through un- 
known lands, through bloody wars, and all the diſ- 
aſters that may try the heart of man. I have ſhewn 
you, by fubſtantial experience, the true and falſe 
maxims adopted in government : your errors have 
been no leſs ſerviceable to you than your misfortunes. 
For, what man can govern wiſely, who has never 
ſuffered, nor ever profited by the ſufferings broughr 
on him by his errors? Like your father, you have 
filled both ſea and land with your diſaſtrous adven- 
tures. Go, you are now worthy of treading in his 
ſteps; you have remaining only a ſhort and eaſy 
paſſage from hence to Ithaca, where he now arrives. 
Fight with him, obey him as the meaneſt of his 
ſubjects ; ſetting the example to others. He will give 
you ANTIOPE to wife; you will be happy with her, 
as having leſs deſired beauty than wiſdom and virtue. 
When you aſcend the throne, propoſe as the great ob- 
ject of your glory, to renew the golden age. Hear all 
the world, confide in few. Beware of confiding too 
much in yourſelf ; fear ſelf-deception; but fear not 
to diſcover to others that you have been deceived. 
Love your people; neglect nothing to conciliate their 
| affection, 
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affection. : Fear is neceſſary, when love fails; but 
like violent and highly dangerous remedies muſt 
be employed with reluctance. Always conſider by 
diſtant foreſight the conſequences of whatever you 
undertake. . Foreſee the very greateſt misfortunes, 
and know, that true courage confiſts in facing dangers, 
and deſpifin them, when they become neceſſary: he 
who avoids (047 56h them, will not have courage 
tranquilly to ſupport their fight when preſent ; he who 
foreſees all, who prevents all that may be prevented, 
and calmly encounters thoſe inevitable, he alone is 
wiſe and magnanimous. Fly effeminacy, oſtentation, 
profuſion; be ſimplicity your glory. Be your vir- 
wes and your good actions the ornaments of your 
perſon and palace, be they your- ſurrounding guards ; 
and Jet all the world learn from you wherein true 
honour conſiſts. Remember always that kings reign 
not for their perſonal glory, but for the public welfare. 
That the good they do extends to the remoteſt ages; 
that the evils they introduce, multiply from generation 
to generation, to Jateſt poſterity. A vicious reign 15 
ſometimes the curſe of many ages. Above all, guard 
againſt your own caprice ; that is an enemy you will 
carry every where with you till death : it will intrude 
into your counſels, and betray you, if you liſten to 
it, It often occaſions the loſs of moſt valuable op- 
portunities z engenders childiſh inclinations and aver- 
tions, to the prejudice of molt important conſi- 
derations ; decides the greateſt affairs by the moſt 
frivolous reaſons ; clouds every talent, depreſſes cou- 
rage, renders a man unequal, weak, contemptible, 
anſupportable. Beware, therefore, of this enemy. Fear 
the gods, O TELEMACHus,, Such fear is the greateſt 
treaſure of the human heart ; with that accompany 
wiſdom, Juſtice, peace, Joy, genuine pleaſures, true 
liberty, cheerful plenty, and unſpotted glory. I quit 
you, O fon of ULysses; but my wiſdom ſhall not 
quit you, provided you always retain a conviction of 
your inability without it. It is time you ſhould try 
to 
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to walk alone. I parted from you in Egypt and at 
Salentum, only to accuſtom you to the abſence of 
my ſupport, as children are weaned, when 1t 1s time 
to deprive them of milk, and give them more ſolid 
tood.” 

No ſooner had the goddeſs ſpoke theſe words, than 
ſhe aſcended into the air, and enveloping herſelf in a 
cloud of gold and azure, diſappeared. TELEMACHus, 
ſighing, aſtoniſhed, tranſported, proſtrated himſelf on 
the earth, lifting his hands to heaven ; then he went 
and waked the thip's crew, put to fea immediately, 
arrived at Ithaca, and found his father at the houſe of 
the faichful Kumens. 
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